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PREFACE. 



Nee desinat unqtiam 
Tecum Giaia loqui tecum Koinana vetuatas. — Claudian. 



The following version does not aim at pleasing the mere 
literary man. It was not undertaken with the ambitious 
expectation of being generally acceptable. It is addressed to 
the coursing public alone — to the amateurs of the leash ; for 
whom the original was written, seventeen centuries ago, . by 
their representative of old, a courser of Nicomedia in Asia 
Minor ; and for whose amusement and instruction the same 
now assumes an English garb. 

The general reader will find little in it to interest him. He 
will perhaps consider it altogether unworthy of his notice. 
The sportsman, fond of 

the musical confasion 
Of hounds and echo in conjunction, 

will read it with indifference, as treating of a branch of rural 
sport, not congenial to his taste ; and wonder that an attempt 
should be 'made to bring under public notice so ancient a 
treatise on a subject of such partial interest. But the courser, 

A 
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it is humbly conceived, the active patron of the xu'vsj KsXrixa), 
proud of his greyhounds, that 

are as swift 
As breathed atags, aye fleeter than the roe, 

will peruse it con amore, and find in its pages much that 
is entertaining and practically useful, and that utihty enhanced 
in the department of annotation. 

The literary courser, v^hose attention it more particularly 
solicits, vnll reap the additional benefit of the light which 
is thrown on Arrian's text by the ancient authors of Greece 
and Rome ; and be ready to yield to the translator the humble 
merit of having collected in one point of view the classical 
elucidations of the Cynegeticus,^ and the pertinent observations 
of writers of a later period. 

Pro captu lectoris habent sua fata libelli ! 

The original manual is conversant with coursing, as practised 
in the age of Hadrian and the Antonini, at which period the 
Celtic hound was well known, and highly prized : but the 
annotations of the translator have a more extensive range, 
being selected from various Cynegetica in print and manuscript, 
from the first institution of coursing to the present time.^ 



1. The editors of the Greek libellus confine their remarks almost exclusively to 
critical annotations on the text. Indeed Holstein's edition has no notes ; Blancard's, 
only a few marginal emendations; and Zeune's and Schneider's, -very few parallel 
passages. Such classical citations, therefore, as are adduced by the translator, are 
for the most part of novel application. 

2. The quotations from the Cynegeticus of Xenophon the elder refer to the chase- 
practices and kennel -discipline of Greece, antecedent to the institution of coursing. 



PREFACE. J 

The imperfect poem of Gratius, the Faliscian, on hunting, Gratii Falisci 

Cyneg.vs.203. 

and the often-cited simile of his contemporary Ovid, afford Ovid. Metam. 

L.I. vs. 533. et 

the earhest notice of the canis Gallicus — for he was unknown L. vn. vs. 78i. 

to ancient Greece.^ The description of a single-handed course 

by the poet of the Metamorphoses, as it is the first attempt of 

the kind by any classic author, so is it unrivalled in the 

accuracy of its technical phraseology, and the beauty of its 

poetry. Intermediate in point of time between the vivid 

Ovidian sketch, and the full and perfect picture of Arrian, 

are the faint outlines of the epigrammatist Martial: and Martial. L.m. 

Epig. 47. et 

subsequent to the Bithynian's, the somewhat doubtful por- L- xiv. Epig. 
trait of the philologist Julius Pollux, presented to the Emperor PoUuc. Ono- 

mast. L.v. Prffif. 

Commodus ; and yet later, that of Oppian, the Greek poet Oppian. Cyneg. 

L.I. vs. 401. 

of Anazarbus, of the reigns of Severus and Caracalla. — 



1. This statement is limited to classical authors alone ; the Bihlical scholar might 
possibly arraign its accuracy, if made more general ; though it scarce needs qualifi- 
cation to suit the doubtful interpretation of the Hebrew text of Proverbs ch. xxx. ver. 
31 . No allusion occurring elsewhere in the sacred volume to dogs of the chase, though 
many to the earlier varieties of Venation with predatory instruments, it is improbable 
that the words of Agur to his pupils Ithiel and Ucal should refer to the most uncom- 
mon of the canine tribe, the canis Leporarius, Gallicus, or Verlragus. The Hebrew 

expression, however, for " accinctus lumbis," " girt in the loins," as explained in Bocharti Hie- 

. , 1 , T • , , . ■ , . rozoic. L. II. u. 

the margin of the English version, is understood by J ewish lexicographers to desig- j^^ j 

nate the greyhound, and is so rendered in the English text. But with the learned 

Bochart (Praefat. ad Lectorem — wherein he corrects a few errors of the body of his 

work, and gives his latest and most mature opinions on certain Scriptural difficulties 

— a part of his writings apparently overlooked by modem annotators, to the farther 

propagation of error) I should rather understand the horse to be the animal alluded 

to " equum intelligi malim, qui non soliim expedite, sed et superbe, et cum pomp^ Ejusdem Prs- 

quSldam incedit: et lumbos habet cinguU vel zon^ vere succinctos. Quod an de lat.adLectorem. 

cane dici possit valde ambigo." After all, perhaps, no particular animal may have 

been intended by the son of Jakeh. The term may have a general reference to any 

animal of the frame alluded to — " substricta gerens — ilia — " The chapter containing Ovid. Metam. 

the passage in question is not found in the Septuagint; indeed the Greek version of "'• 

the LXX. terminates with the 29th chapter. 
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In these authors alone do we find any allusion to the courser's 

hound, till towards the close of the third century, when he 

Nemesian. Cy- again appears in the Cynegeticon of Nemesian; who has 

reg. ™. 100. & ft' ■! <= J. c \,- 

cleverly struck out in a few lines the elegant symmetry ot tiis 
shape, and added thereto some peculiar remarks on the selec- 
tion, feeding, and entrance of puppies. With the scanty por- 
traiture of the Carthaginian poet we are brought down to the 
Ejusd. vs. 64. reigns of Carus, his sons, " Divi fortissima pignora Cari," and 
Diocletian : at which epoch, memorable alike in the annals of 
the world and its literature, the classical history of the leash 
may be said to terminate, and therewith all notice of the Celtic 
hound.' 

We have no ancient records of tJie chase ^ to succeed the 



1. In the 27th oration of Themistius, the eclectic philosopher of Paphlagonia, a 
passage occurs, which, as far as merely mentioning Celtic dogs by name, may be said 
to prolong the notice to the fourth century. The whole passage, as illustrative of 
the author's subject, " non Iqca attendenda sed homines," is curious and worthy of 

Themistii Oral, citation — So-tis Se ayair^ jcvpas, Toira: Tpo<rd>iXts liiv m-^/ua, Kol KeATOi, Kol AcS/coiKoi 
XXVII. (XKihaKes- SdKvet Si aMv Kol ri KaaroplSuv ipiAov, Kol xb 'ApKoSiKhv aiirh, Kol rb Kpij- 

Tmbc, ah (piais rSv 6nplai/ 4\4yxf^i' Tar tvi/as koto r^v iSic iwuriroinivats. ov iropiiifie- 
TCH Se ouSe rhs oIkol (ncvXajc^vSelcras, el fi^re k6J\.Kovs eKehtiiv idyn axiniTos Xei- 
TToii'To. In favour of the greyhound being here cited, it may be remarked that the 
Bith'ynian courser calls the Celtic dog iiiya Kx^jia (cap. xxxii.) and his shape KaK6v 
Ti xprifiaj and derives his name dirb t^s wKiSrijTffS, as the characteristic distinction of 
tlie race. See some remarks on the " Canes Scolici " of Symniachus hereafter. 

2. The Cynosophiura alone, a Greek work " de Cur^ Canura," breaks the silence of 
many centuries. It is supposed to have been compiled, about the year 1270, bj 
Demetrius of Constantinople, author of the first treatise " de Re AccipitrariSl," and 
physician to the Emperor Michael Falaeologus. To what is borrowed from the two 
Xenophons, nothing is added of novelty or interest, save in the department of canine 
pathology ; indeed it is almost entirely confined to kennel-management and thera- 
peutics. No notice is taken of any variety of dog by name. The reader, who may 
wish to consult its medical nostroms, will find the treatise attached to the " Rei Acci- 
pitrarisB Scriptores'' of Rigaltius (Lutetia; mdcxii.) and to the " Poetae Venatici" 
of Johnson (Londini mdcxcix.). 
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Greek and Latin Cynegetica ; for though it be true that the 

barbarian codes of law, the Sahc, Burgundian, and German, Spelman. Gloss. 

' ' b ' ' pp. 113. et 

extended their protection to our variety of Canis Venaticus, G^ioaj^jn ^ °e^* 

about the year 500, under the title of Veltris and its synonyms ; 

and some of the Cynegetical writers appear to have been well 

knovra in the dark ages, and so highly valued in the eighth 

century, as to be read among the higher Greek and Roman 

classics, in the time of Charlemagne ; and we believe coursing 

and other sports were as attractive in the field, as the writers 

upon such subjects were in the schools, (for the court of this 

prince had its Veltrarii, officers of the greyhound-kennel, " qui voce. 

veltres custodiebant,") still, instead of any formal treatise of 

this date upon the pastime of the leash, we find for several 

centuries, only incidental allusions to the greyhound, and his 

high repute, principally as distinctive of the gentility of his 

possessor, until the publication of " The Booke of Hawkyng, 

Huntyng, &c." by Dame Juliana Berners, in the fifteenth 

century. 

The didactic discourse of hunting, contained in this volume, 

Haslewood's 

commonly known by its territorial appellation of " The Book Prolegomena to 

•' ■^ ^^ Book of St. Al- 

of St. Albans," may be an amplified versification of the prosaic ^^°^- 
" Venery of Mayster John GyfFord and Will™ Twety, that 
were with Kyng Edward the Secunde j" or possibly a compila- 
tion and translation by the sister of Lord Berners, or the " one 
sumtyme schole mayster of Seynt Albons " from earher Latin Warton's Hist. 

•' J J of Engl. Poetry, 

and French writers : but such authorities are as yet, I believe, ^o'- "• P- '^2. 
unknown to Antiquaries. Excepting, therefore, the few lines, 
before alluded to, in the latest of the Latin Cynegetica, and 
the earher portrait of Oppian, which I consider referable to the 
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hound in question, it may be said that we do not possess m 
Book of St. Al- print any full description of "the propritees of a good Gre- 
hounde" Ix tmv mZHv I5 t^v xsipaX^v, from the time ot tne 
learned Courser of Nicomedia, till that of the sporting prioress 
of Sopewell. 

Not that I am ignorant of the curious early treatise of 

Gaston Phoebus, the celebrated Comte de Foix, written in the 

middle of the fourteenth century, entitled " Des Deduitz de la 

Ms. Cotton. Chasse de Bestes Sauvaiges et des Oyseaux de Proye ; " nor 

Vesp. B. xu. 

Brit. Mus. of a more rare work in manuscript, Clje lEap^tCt Of ©ame, 

Henry VI. pt. composed by Edmund Duke of York, " Edmund Langley, 
Edward the Third's fifth son," in the latter part of the four- 
teenth century; and therefore, in point of date, claiming a 
priority to the book of St. Albans, as do, of course, the lucu- 
brations of the Second Edward's attendants before mentioned. 
But these enchiridia of field sports preceded the Sopewell col- 
lection only a few years ; and in the Count de Foix's manual, 
as given by Fouilloux under the title of " La Chasse du Roy 
Phebus," there is nothing on our subject worth noticing. 

Ms. ut supra. In ^])t Crafte Of Jlontpnu ^ by Gyfford and Twety, the grey- 
hound is mentioned only once ; and hare-coursing is not re- 
corded at all. 

Hardyng's The unpublished labours of the Duke of York, * " Ed- 

Clironicle. 

monde, hyght of Langley," contain much.original and valuable 



I. The Craftt of J^Olttsnj is supposed to be a version by GyiFord from a more 

ancient work by Twety 6r Twici — " Le art de Venerie le quelMaistre Guillaiue Twici 

Venour leRoy d'Angleterre fist en son temps per aprandre autres." The greyhound 

^ , Tj I is mentioned fol, 4. of ilolDinj. " Whanamanhath setuparcherysand greyhoundes, 

Poetry, V. n. and the becsl be founde and passe out the boundys, and myne houndes aftir," &c. 

221. 2. These instructions were written for Henry Prince of Wales, afterwards Henry V. 
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information: and it is to be regretted that it is not rendered 
more available to coursers by being committed to the press. 
With copious general descriptions of our ancient field-sports, 
and animals obnoxious to the chase, CfjC M&^^ttt Of «3ame 
unites specific delineations of the shape of each variety of 
canis venaticus, employed by British sportsmen of past days, 
with occasional references to the chace practices of foreign 
countries " by yonde the see." The chapter o£ grejljounbesf 
anb Of ])ttt nature, as cited hereafter in illustration of Arrian, 
will be read with pleasure. Indeed the Duke's portrait of the 
Celtic hound is even more minutely accurate and precise than 
its Grecian prototype, and i)tt mantlCl*^ as they are quaintly 
termed, and briefly sketched in the royal Cynegeticus, establish 
many of the remarks of the younger Xenophonwepi Tijf yvrnjuiif 
TUtV xvvcov. 

Still Dame Julyan's compilation being, at least, the first of 
the kind that issued from the English press, and the type of our 
modern works of Venery, may be viewed as the earliest attempt, 
since the revival of letters, to certify by intelligible canons, the 
corporeal characteristics of a good greyhound. With the tra- 
ditionary dogmata of Sir Tristrem de Liones,^ who was the re- 
puted " begynner of all the termes of huntynge and hawkynge," 
it incorporates the accumulated knowledge of many centuries. 



1. The " Morte Arthur" tells us, that " Tristrem laboured ever in bunting and Scott's Sir 

hawking so that we never read of no gentleman more that so used himself tberein," -Instrem. 
&c. and in the rich poetry of Spenser, the knight informs Sir Calidore, 

my most delight hath always been 
To hunt the salvage chace, amongst my peers, 
Of all that rangeth in the forest green. 
Of which none is to me unknown, that ever yet was seen. 
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Script. iUust. And the Damei being no ordinary personage—" Illustns foe- 

M. B. auct. I. I ■•« 

BaieoCeiit.8. mlna, Corporis et animi dotibus abundans, ac tormse eieganiia 
oidys in Bio- spectabilis — heroica mulier, ingeniosa virago" — "a second 

graph. Bntan- '^ . . • v 

nica, in voce Minerva in her studies, and another Diana in her diversions 

Caxton, note. 

her contemporaries would doubtless receive a cynegetical trea- 
tise from her cloister at Sopewell, with gratitude and admi- 
ration. 

After the publication of the book of St. Albans, other cyne- 
getica poetical and prosaic, in various languages, followed in 
rapid succession ; of which the earUest in my possession are 
from the presses of Aldus and Feyerabendi ; but collectively 
they afford very scanty instruction on the history and practice 
of the leash. 
Venat. Hercu- The Epiccdium of the Florentine poet, Hercules Stroza, ad- 

lis Strozae, &c. i i i n i i c 

Francofort. drcsscd to the Duchess of Ferrara ; the hendecasyllables ot 

1582. 

Adrian. Card!- Adrian Castellesi, and the quatrains of John Adam Lonicer, 

nal. Venat. Al- 
dus, 1534. with their accompanying: " icones artificiosissimse ad vivum 

Venat. et Au- , tr J a 

cup. per J. A. expressse," add nothing to our stock of information. And the 

Lonicer. Fran- ' ° 

cof.1582. same may be said of the chaste cynegetical eclogues, " Sarnis 

cundi Soiitari- ^^ Vibumus," of Petrus Lotichius Secundus, 

ensis Poem. ' ' 

omnia.Burman- 

uiAmstel.1754. . . . . 

Qui citbaia pnnius, qm pnmus carminis arte 

Inter erat vates, Teutonis ora, tuos. 



1. The Biographia Biitannica is amusingly severe in its strictures on the renowned 

Mrs. Barnes, and her incongruous occupations in the field and cloister. " There 

Biograph. Brit, appears such a motley masquerade — such an indistinctness of petticoat and breeches, 

note, Caxton, — such a problem and conoorporation of sexes, according to the image that arises out 

"* ' of the several representations of this religious sportswoman or virago, that one can 

scarcely consider it, without thinking Sir Tristram, the old monkish forester, and 

Juliana, the matron of the nuns, had united to confirm Jolm Cleveland's ' Canonical 

Hermaphrodite.' " 
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I have in vain examined the four books of " Natalis Comes Natal. Comesde 

Venatione Aldi 

de Venatione" for more than the name of the canis Celticus — fii.Venet. issi. 
probably to be interpreted of the war-dog of Gaul, rather than 
the Vertragus. 

The Cynegeticon of Peter Angelio, commonly called, from Petri AngeUi 

Bargaii Poema- 

his Tuscan birth-place, Bargseus, is said to have been the '» omnia. Fio- 

'^ ' & ' rent. 1568. 

labour of twenty years. It is a splendid specimen of modern 
Latinity, in beautiful Virgilian hexameters, to which the lite- 
rary courser will award their merited meed of praise. The 
most approved shape of the " canis cursor " is correctly por- 
trayed, with a reference to the fabulous tale of the Ovidian 
Lselaps. Nor has the poet disdained to enter on the minute 
and necessary details of breeding, and kenneling the pack. 
Indeed the whole of his fifth book is devoted to the " blanda 
canum soboles ; " and the reader will find incorporated in the 
instructions therein given, nearly all the arcana of the Greek 
and Latin Cynegetica, excepting those of Arrian's Manual, 
which do not appear to have been known to the poet of Barga. 
He employs the greyhound in coursing the fox, wolf, deer, and 
goat ; but gives no description of hare-coursing in any of the 
six books of his Cynegeticon ; nor in the eclogues entitled 
" Venatoria," forming part of the fifth book of his " Carmina." 
Had the manuscript of Arrian's Cynegeticus been known to 
him, he would, doubtless, have entered as fully into hare- 
coursing, as he has into every other variety of chase. 

Of Conrad Heresbach's compendium of fishing, fowling, c. Heresbaciiii 

Compendium 

and hunting, ^ attached to his larger work " de Re Rustic^,," I TbereuticiE uni- 

versae. 

1. Should the reader meet with any extracts from the Compendium in the subse- 
quent annotations, they are to be received on the authority of Conrad Gesner, from 
whose " Historia Quadrupedum " they are selected. The same learned work has 

B 
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have in vain endeavoured to procure a copy. It is a prosaic 
vyork, treating more of animal history, as I am informed, than of 
venation : still as this abbreviator of the labours of his prede- 
cessors was a man of various acquirements, and extensive erudi- 
tion, it would have been satisfactory to me to have examined 
his " Compendium Thereuticee Universse ; " or at least the first 
part of it, devoted to the hunting of terrestrial animals. 
H. Fracastorii The Alcon of Fracastor is in every one's hands ; being 

AlcoQ, sea de 

Cura Canum. annexed to the editions of the Poetse Venatici by Johnson and 

Kempher. It contains nothing on the subject of coursing. 
M. A. Blondi To Michael Angelo Blondus or Biondi, we are indebted for 

de Canibus et 

Venat. libeilus, the first hint on clothing; greyhounds in the field, and for other 

matters connected with the discipline of the kennel and its 

Joan. Darcii inmates ; and to Joannes Darcius, a truly classic poet of 

Venusini Canes 

Francof. 1582. Venusium, not unworthy the natal town of Horace, for an 
elegant sketch of a hare-course, cited in the subsequent 
annotations. 

It is singular that the greyhound, indigenous as we suppose 
him of Gallia Celtica, should have been so little noticed by his 
countrymen — that a variety of chase heretofore peculiar to Gaul 
should have been omitted in almost all the cynegetical works 
of Frenchmen of the olden time ; and that the same omission 
should be chargeable on the moderns, — on the " Venerie 
Normande" of M. Le Verrier de la Conterie, the " Traite de 
Venerie" of M. D'Yauville, and even, to a great extent, on the 
volume of the Encyclopedie Methodique, which professes to be 
a " Dictionnaire de toutes les esp^ces de Chasses." 



afforded the few parallel passages adduced from Albertus Magnus, Belisarius, and 
Taidif. For all others the translator is himself answerable, having culled them from 
the origiuiil sources, and generally from the moat approved editions. 
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Savary of Caen published a Latin poem on hare-hunting Album Dian», 
in seven books, ' entitled " Album Dianee Leporicidee, sive fe'ss.^'''""'' 
Venationis Leporinae leges," of some rarity, but of little merit. 
He appears to have had an especial dislike to the canis 
Gallicus, anathematizing the ancient Celtic recreation in the 
very style of our own Somerville, who in many parts of 
" The Chase" seemingly had his eye on the poet of Caen : 

Nam neque defixi canis irretila coturnix Alb. Diana; &c. 

Indicio, non iusidiis oppressa Laconum '" P' '^' 

Heu leporum virlus, brevis ilia et avara voluptas, 
Et quorum nunquani cor est satiabile csdis 
Nobile venandi nomen meruere ! 

The courser will scarce recognize his favourite dog in the 
slanderous abstract misnomer of " Lacedsemonii pernix violentia 
monstri." 

The celebrated works of Jaques du Fouilloux, and his con- La Chasse du 
temporary Jean de Clamorgan, do not treat of the use of the °"^' ' ^ '' 
greyhound, except merely " in setting back-sets, or receytes 
for deare, wolfe, foxe, or such like :" but in " the noble art of Turberviie's b. 

of H. p. 246. 

Venerie" by Turbervile and Gascoigne, in " the Jewell for 

Gentrie," and the compilations of Gervase Markham, we find Couutiey Con- 

^ tentments. 

much illustration of the science and history of the leash in CountrejFarme 
Great Britain.* 



1. Innuba, qui pariter ccslebs, duo nuniina caitu ... „ 

... ... ., . . ,,. Alb. Dianas &c. 

Assiduo colit, Artemidem junzitque Minervse, ^_ jy_ p_ g^, 

Caius utiique Deaa Savary, quern sedula semper 

Investigandi leporia tenet ultima cnra. 

2. The date of the greyhouDd's introduction into these islands is with difficulty Symmachi E- 

ascertained. If the "septem Scoticorum canum oblatio " of Flavian, wherewith he pist. I,, n. 

graced the Quasstor's spectacle of his brother Syraraachus at Rome, be really coarse P' ' 

varieties of the Celtic type, as supposed by Christopher Wase, this hound must have 
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Turbervile, or whoever be the translator of Fouilloux, has 
appended an admirable breviary of coursing to " the booke of 
vva»e'siiiustra- hunting :" and Wase notifies of Gervase Markham, that " he 
do^sufGratius ^^^^ ^^^^^^^ the fruits of his own experience, as in the whole 
cycle of husbandry accurately ; so in Cynegetiques excellently." 
His chapter on coursing with greyhounds » is well worthy 
perusal ; as is also the description of the " Leporarius" by 
Dr. Caius in his " Libellus de canibus Britannicis."— Need I 
stop to remark the doubtful features of the " canis alter prsepete 
cursu" of Vaniere's Praedium Rusticum? — Some few points 
belong apparently to the Celtic hound, 

J. Vanierii P^^ '"' gracilis, longa internodia crurum, 

Prsed. Rustic. Argutum caput, et levibus vis ignea plantis; 

"' Demissiimque brevi pectus se coUigit alvo. 

but his latrancy (" insequitur claris lepores latratibus") would 
rather assign him to a different kennel. Works of a later date 
are too well known to need particular notice. 

Very few are the improvements, either in the discipline of 
the courser's kennel, or his practice in the field, transmitted to 
us by these collective cynegetica ; and modern ingenuity has 



been found here as early as the reign of Theodosius. Indeed Hector Boethius and 

Holinsbed place him amongst us at an earlier period : nor is it improbable that he 

See the Appeu- originally accompanied the Scoto-Celts from the continent of Europe at their primary 

dix Class III. irruption into Ireland and Scotland. We have evidence of his being an inmate of the 

Cotton. Mas. Anglo-Saxon kennels in the days of Elfric, Duke of Mercia; and manuscriptal 

Tiber. B. v. paintings have descended to us of a Saxon chieftain and his huntsman, attended by a 

brace of greyhounds, of the date of the 9th century — the earliest representation which 

I have seen of this hound as connected with British field-sports. 

1. Contained in his work entitled " Countrey Contentments." In addition to 
which, " The Countrey Farme," by the same author, a compilation from the French, 
will be read with amusement. 
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added little to our knowledge in any department of coursing, 
as the reader of the Nicomedian's Manual will readily acknow- 
ledge. His remarks on the physical indications of excellence 
in greyhounds, and of speed and good blood, — derived from 
external shape and character generally, — on the unimportance 
of colour, — on the indications afforded by temper, tractability 
in the field, mode of feeding, &c. are perfect as far as they go. 
Nor can we improve on his kennel management, in feeding, Arriani de \'e- 

natione 
bedding, (ew^ /xaXflax^ xa) aKsetvrj), rubbing down, (rgivj/ij tou c. ix. 

(TtojjkaTo; B-avTOf,) exercising, alternated with confinement, &c. <=• ^• 

&c. As to slipping-law, and the number of hounds to be =■ ''^• 

slipped at once, his injunctions fi^'rs lyyuSev sTriKveiv Tf KaycS, 

jiMjTs TrXe'ouf SuoTv, are strictly complied with at present by all 

fair sportsmen. 

The Celts, it appears, had four different ways of coursing, 
all of which are practised by modern amateurs, according to 
their several tastes, and the nature of the countries in which 
they follow their sport. 

The superior class of Celtic gentlemen, oo-oi fiev ttAoutouo-iv «y- c. xix. 
Twv xa) Tfv^aia-iv, employed persons to look out for hares in their 
forms, early in the morning, and to inform them by a messen- 
ger what success they had met with, before they left home 
themselves. 

A second class, probably less opulent, and not able to afford c. xx. 
the expense of hare-finders, mustered all their brother-ama- 
teurs, and beat the ground in regular array, abreast of each 
other. Both these parties were mounted on horseback ; but a 
third class saUied forth on foot, and these, Arrian says, were 
really workmen at the sport, auToupyot xuvrjyeo-i'wv : if any person 
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accompanied the latter on horseback, he was ordered to keep 
up with the greyhounds. A fourth mode of coursing, some- 
times adopted by them, was that of first loosing dogs of scent 
c. XXI. to find, and start the game, and then slipping the greyhounds, 
as soon as it came within sight. 

Upon all of these different practices the father of the leash 
has entered most fully in his classical Manual : and if to these 
points we add his sensible remarks on the entering of puppies, 
on breeding, management after whelping, feeding and naming 
of young dogs, comparison of sexes, &c. ; his merit will be 
allowed to be commensurate with his antiquity, and his enchi- 
ridion not only the earliest in the annals of the leash, but 
altogether the most abundant in valuable information. 

It is foreign to my purpose and inclination to enter into a 

prolix defence of the courser's pursuit, against the objections of 

Countrey Con- its adversaries in the field or closet. " I would not goe about," 

tentments, 

B. 1. u. i. in the words of Gervase Markham, " to elect and prescribe 

what recreation the husbandman should use, binding all men to 
one pleasure — God forbid ! my purpose is merely contrary : 
for I know in men's recreations, that nature taketh to herselfe 
an especiall prerogative,, and what to one is most pleasant, to 
another is most offensive ; some seeking to satisfie the mind, 
some the body, and some both in a joynt motion." 

We of the coursing fraternity prefer the " canis Gallicus," 
and " arvum vacuum" of Ovid, as instrumental to our choicest 
diversion ; 



Nemesian. camposque patentes 

Cjneg. vs. 48. Scrutamur, totisque citi discurrimus arvis ; 

Et cupimus facili cane suinere prasda 

( Nos timidos lepores 
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but we do not forbid others 

imbelles figere damas, 
Audacesve lupos, vulpeni aut captare dolosam. 

For the refined diversion of coursing may be as disagreeable to 
the fox-hunter, whose only joy is when 

The bounds shall make the welkin answer them, Taming of the 

And fetch shrill echoes from the hollow earth, Shrevi, Sc. ii. 

as it is delisrhtful to the general amateur, on account of its ^„. , ,^. 

^ ° ' Elhs's Histor. 

chaste, and temperate, and contemplative quiet. King James, ries"voM?i^*' 

in his Bao-iXixov Jcogov, (himself, according to Sir Theodore AXinge'sXtian 

Mayerne, " violentissimis olim venationis exercitiis deditus,") q^^ B.m. 
praises " the hunting with running houndes, as the most 
honourable and noblest sort thereof," and is supported by the 

high authority of Edmund de Langley, .JKlap^tcr Of dDattlE : ^- "* ®' to. 

64. 

adding " it is a thievish forme of hunting to shoote with gunnes 
and bowes, and greyhounde hunting is not so martiall a 
game." But on the other hand, Sir Thomas Elyot, in "The B. i.e. 17. 
Governour," speaking of " those exercises apte to the furni- 
ture of a gentylman's personage," and " not utterly reproved of 
noble autours, if they be used with oportunitie and in measure," 
calls " hunting of the hare with grehoundes a ryght good solace 
for men that be studiouse, or theim to whom nature hathe not 
geven personage, or courage apte for the warres ; and also for 
gentilwomen, which feare nether sonne nor wynde for appayr- 
yng their beautie. And peradventure they shall be therat 
lesse idell, than they shold be at home in their chaambers." — 
And the author of " The Booke of Hunting," annexed to Tur- 
bervile's Falconrie, concludes his treatise with the following 
singular panegyric " concerning coursing with greyhoundes " — 
" the which is doubtlesse a noble pastime, and as meet for 
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nobility and gentleman, as any of the other kinds of Venerie 
before declared : especially the course of the hare, which is a 
sport continually in sight, and made without any great travaile : 
so that recreation is therein to be found without unmeasurable 
toyle and payne : * whereas in hunting with hounds, although 
the pastime be great, yet many times the toyle and paine is 
also exceeding great : and then it may well be called, eyther a 
painfull pastime, or a pleasant payne." 

Coursing, more than the other laborious diversions of rural 
life, while it ministers to our moderate sensual enjoyment, 
admits also during the intervals of the actual pursuit of hound 
and hare, much rational reflection, opportunities of conversation 
with our brethren of the leash, and mental improvement. It 
tends, as Markham quaintly expresses himself, " to satisfie the 
mind and body in a joynt motion ;" for in the beautiful poetry 
of a living patron of the Celtic dog, there is no interval of 
idleness with the well-read courser ; 

Marmion, In- Nor dull between each merry chase, 

trod, to Canton. passes the intermitted space : 

For we have fair resource in store. 

In Classic and in Gothic lore. 



Oppian. Hali- *• TepnaKij 5' tVeTai fl^pp irXeov iifwep ISp^s. 

eut. I. vs. 28. Coursing has ever been held an honourable and gentlemanly amusement in Great 

Britain, from its earliest annals to the present tiine. Nor can I discover any authority 
for the truth of Vlitius's opinion, as given in his note on the Veltraha of Gratius. 

Vlitii Venatio " Ne ideo Vertragis suis sagaces posthabeat ille Xenophon : nam hodie in Anglic 

Novantiqua. sagaces nobilissimi quique exercent; Vertrago autem leporem conficere, indignutii 
bene nato parum abest quin habeatnr." Such never was the opinion entertained of 
" greyhound hunting," in King James's phrase :-indeed the farther we go back into 
the history of the leash, the higher it lanked in the scale of British field-sports. See 
the "Constitutiones Canuti Regis de forest^"_and Blounfs Ancient Tenures pas- 
sim, for instances of t(ie high repute in which the courser's hound has ever been held 
in Great Britain. 
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But there are those who anathematize hunting and coursing, 
and other rural recreation, either as sinful, i or indicative of 
barbarism and mental degradation, in the ratio of the pursuit. 
Like Cornelius Agrippa, they view venation in genere- as the ^^ l°<=ert. et 

Vanit. &c. c. 

worst occupation of the worst of mankind ; and say with ^'"'^i'- 
Philip Stubbes, that " Esau was a great hunter, but a re- The Anatomie 

n , T , , of Abuses. 

probat ; Ismael, a great hunter, but a miscreant ; Nemrode, 
a great hunter, but yet a reprobat, and a vessell of wrath ; " 
and bid us, in the poetic badinage of the poet of Cyrene, leave 
off coursing : 

?a vp6icas ^Si \ayaobs Callimachus, H. 

oSpea $6aKeaecu- t( S4 xev irpdxfs ^SJ Xa7»i)l •" Dian. vs. 154. 

^e^CLttv ; 

swearing, with the melancholy Jaques, 

that we As You Like It. 

Are mere usurpers, tyrants, and what's worse, *'^' "• 

To fright the animals, and to kill them up. 
In their assign'd and native dwelling-place. 

But if " some habites and customes of delight" are allow- 
able and indispensable to the " contentment" of the human 



1. The reader will be amused with Simon Latham's epilogue to the third edition 
of his " Faulconry," wherein he combats (for he wrote in ticklish times, 1658) with 
his usual quaintness of style and illustration, the notion of the sinfulness of rural 
sports : inferring that they may " be lawfully and conscientiously used with modera- 
tion by a magistrate or minister, or lawyer or student, or any other seriously em- 
ployed, which in any function heat their brains, waste their bodies, weaken their 
strength, weary their spirits ; that as a means (and blessing from God) by it their 
decayed strength may be restored, their vital and animal spirits quickened, refreshed, 
and revived, their health preserved, and they better enabled (as a bow unbended for 
shooting) to the discharging of their weighty charges imposed upon them." 
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mind, and "men of exceeding strickt lives and severity of 
profession " have indulged in rural diversions, why need we 
regard the severe reflections of the sensitive Monsieur Paschal, 
or his more modem plagiarists ? why think that wisdom loves 
not the courser's sport ? or that man is degTaded before the 
tribunal of sound reason by estimating aright the instinct of 
any of the creatures around him ? or made sinful in the eyes 
of his Creator by availing himself of the adapted powers of the 
lowliest of the brute race, for the subjugation of such wild 
animals as were originally designed by a bountiful Creator for 
Cicero de Nat. the Sustenance and recreation of man ? " Canum ver6 tarn 

Deor. L. ii. c. 

incredibilis ad investigandum sagacitas narium, tanta alacritas 
in venando, quid significat aliud nisi se ad hominum commo- 
ditates esse generatos ? " 

The inference in regard to the chases and field sports gene- 
rally is surely just, " that man, by co-operating with such 
animals, employs both his and their faculties on the purposes 
for which they were partially designed : tending thereby to 
complete the bounteous scheme of Providence, the happiness 
and well-being of all its creatures." 



63. 



Manchester 
Memoirs V. i. 



Jul. Caesar. Sca- 
liger. Epidorpi- 
dum L. IV. 



videtur 
Natura parens bunc bomini dedisse ludum, 
Su^ obire manu retia, defigere varos, 
Hos cum docuit: cum accipitrem redire jussum 
Jucunda canes cum leporarios creabat : 
Nunquatn faciens frustra aliquid carensve fine. 



Somerville, 
Chace. B. iv. 



The brute creation are man's property, 
Subservient to bis will, and for bim made. 
As hurtful these be kills, as useful those 
Preserves ; their sole and arbitrary king. 
Should he not kill, as erst the Samian sage 
Taught unadvised, and Indian Brachraans now 
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As vainly preach ; the teeming rav'nous brutes 
Might fill the scanty space of this terrene, 
Incumh'ring all the globe. 

Mr. Warton, the talented historian of English Poetry, a 
bookful Academic, and not a /xaflijT^s xuvniysa-loov, acquits the Xenophon de 
hunter of the charge of barbarism, and acknowledges that 
" the pleasures of the chase seem to have been implanted bv ''''*'• °^ ^"^l- 

* r J Poetry, V. ii. 

nature ; and under due regulation, if pursued as a matter of 
mere relaxation, and not of employment, are by no means 
incompatible with the modes of polished life." 

The difference of opinion on the subject of the chase has 
arisen entirely from the different lights in which it has been 
viewed ; the one exhibiting its rational use, the other its 
intemperate abuse. " Elle a trouve autant de censeurs outr^s Encyciopfeiie 

M^thudique 

que d'apologistes enthousiastes, parmi les anciens et les sur les Chasses, 

' * ^ '■ avertisscment. 

modernes, parce qu'elle a ete envisagee sous le double rapport 
de son utilite et de ses abus." 

Amongst the ancient eulogists, in the Grecian language, will 
be found Aristotle, Plato, Xenophon, Polybius, and Juhus 
Pollux ; in the Latin, Cicero, Horace, Virgil, Seneca, Phny, 
Justin, Symmachus, and others. To which numerous phalanx 
of classic worthies there is no opponent authority, save that 
of Sallust: and of more recent days, Petrarch, and Corne- 
lius Agrippa. Not to swell this prefatory matter with too 
many citations from obsolete languages, I have referred the 
reader, who may wish to know more of the eloges alluded 
to, severally to the passages in a note subjoined. ^ But 



1. Aristot. de Polit. L. i. c. v. Plato de Legibus L. vii. Xenophon. Cyropsed. 
L. I. c. V. L. viir. c. XII, Eespub, Lacedsem. c. iii. Cyneget. c. t, xii. xiii. Poly- 
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touching the adverse party, a word or two may be here 
admitted. 

In appreciating the authority of Sallust's sentiments on the 
subject of field-sports, as given in the studied preface of his 
Bell. Catai.c.j. Catilinarian War, " Non fuit consilium socordi& atque de- 
sidia bonum otium conterere : neque ver5, agrum colendo, 
aut venando, servilibus officiis intentum, setatem agere ; " we 
should remark the ambitious tone of pretended philosophy in 
which the introduction is written : " Nostra omnis vis in 
animo, et corpore sita est. Animi imperio, corporis servitio 
magis utimur ; alterum nobis cum Diis, alterum cum belluis 
commune est." And that this distinction between mental and 



bius Hist. L. xxxi. Jul. Pollux Onomast. L. v. Prsfat. Commodo. — Cicero de 
Nat. D. L. II. de OfBciis L. i. Horat. L. i. Epist. xviii. Virgil. jEneid. L. vii. ix. 
Seneca de Provid. c. ii. Plinii Panegyr, Traj. D. — Justin. Hist. Epit. L. xxxvii. 
Symmacli. Epist. L. v. Ep. 66. 

It will be readily ceded that the amatory expostulation of Sulpitia to her dear 
Cherinthus, 

TibuUi Eleg. L. Sed procul abducit venandi deTia cara 

^' O pereant sjlvje, deficiantque canes! 

Quis furor est, quse mens, densos indagine collea 

Claudentem teneras laedere velle raanus ? 

Quidve juvat furtim latebras intrare ferarum, 

Candidaque hamatis crura notare rubis ? 

and the epistle of Ausouius to the ruralist Theon, 

Ausonii Epist. Sed tu parce feris venatibus, et fuge nota 

'^' Crimina sylvarum : ne sis Cinyreia proles, 

Accedasque iterum Veneri plorandus Adonis; 

are too jocular to place Tibullus and the poet of Bourdeaux on the side of the Cati- 
linarian historian. 
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corporeal qualities, their proper relation to each other, and the 
subordinate character of the latter to that of the former, 

is otSr' ijvopffis, oSt' elfStos htAst' ivetap Oppian. Hali- 

/ « ,, eut. L. V. us. 

Tdaaov, oaov irpaniBav, gj 

are kept up in the passage first adduced : in which he merely 

means to say that he does not wish to spend his time in 

slothful idleness ; and that the rural vocations of agriculture 

and hunting, being of a secondary and inferior character, more 

connected with the body than the mind, are not agreeable to 

his taste, as the business and occupation of life, " getatem 

agere." And we must allow that the entire and constant 

dedication of time to practical agriculture, or rural sports, to 

the care of flocks and herds, or the kenneling and coursing of 

greyhounds, unvaried by such higher studies and pursuits as 

are characteristic of well-educated men, must be deemed, in 

polished life, rather lowly employment ; — approaching too near Arist. PoUt. L. 

to the class of occupations, which the Stagirite considers 

sordid and servile, as being exercised by the corporeal powers 

alone : — to avoid which, Sallust declares a decided preference 

to speculative over bodily activity; to the "vita in literis" HistoriaVitset 

'^ Mortis, 

over the " vita rusticana:" " qu6 mihi rectius videtur, " says 

he, " ingenii quim virium opibus gloriam quserere. " Dis- 
claiming that union of both, which we so much admire in the 
Athenian philosopher of the Scilluntian retreat, and his coun- 
terpart, the modern literary country gentleman ; a fair example 
of an individual acting upon the twofold principle on which 
Mr. Addison regulated his conduct. " As a compound of soul 
and body, obliged to a double scheme of duties ; and thinking 
that he has not fulfilled the business of the day, unless he has 
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employed the one in labour and exercise, as well as the 
other in study and contemplation," 

Oppiaa, T$ TiJ liepyliiv SvaTepirea t5\« SicSkoi 

Kol KpaSiris Kai xeipos, 

TheGovemour, « It is not onely called Idelnes," says Sir Thomas Elyot, 

B. I. c. XXVI. 

" wherin the body or mynde cesseth from laboure, but specially 
ydelnes is an omission of al honest exercise." 

Passing over, for the present, the objections of Petrarch, 

let us pause for a moment on the vituperations of Henricus 

Sir T. Eiyot's Cornelius Agrippa. So confessedly crabbed a gentleman as 

The Governour, 

B. 1. 1. XI. this " noble clerke of Almayn," can add but little weight 
to the scanty file of semi-classical oppositionists. Admitting 
in his dedication to Furnatius his mental approximation to 
the canine qualities of the metamorphosed Queen of Troy, 

H. c. Agrippa " adeo ut ex ipsa indignatione ferm^ cum Troiana ilia Hecub^ 

ia Dedicat. D. r & J 

Aug. Furnatio. yersus sum in canem, ac nuUarum virium sim ad benfe dicen- 
dum, nil amplius memini nisi mordere, oblatrare, maledicere, 
conviciari," &c., his verdict cannot be received as that of a 
candid and unprejudiced adversary. The general contempt 
with which he visits all the arts and sciences, deprives his 

De Vaiiit. et anti-cynegetical calumnies of much of their poignancy, and 

Incert. &c. u. 

Lxxvii. renders his " ars crudelis et tota tragica, cujus voluptas est in 

morte et in sanguine, quam ipsa deberet refugere humanitas,"* 
&c. scarce worthy of the courser's notice. ^ 



1. The plaintive poel of " The Task," B. in. has seemingly borrowed from Agrip- 
pa's page the memorable crimination of the hunter's pursuit : 

Cowper's Detested sport. 

The Garden. That owes its pleasures to another's pain ; 

Tliat feeds upon the sobs and dying shrieks 

Of harmless nature, &c. 

2. I purposely omit all notice of the " Venalio Amphithealralis," or "V, in 
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The moderate and occasional recourse to field-diversions, 
with the same object that influenced Pliny in their pursuit, 



aren^" of ancient Rome ; of wliicli Tertullian, Augustin, Chrysoslom, and the Chris- 
tian Cicero, Lactantius, have written with merited reprobation. " Cum vidercnt j i ■ •• ^ 
pietatis damiio, addictum devmctumqiie populum his ludis ; passim invecti in eos, ut turnal. Sermon. 
libidinis, sasvitiaeque fontes; et bene illi." Not a word can be advanced in palliation 1^- ■• >;• 7. 
of tliese brutal outrages of humanity, 

"'^ Pradentius. 

Amphitheatralis spectacula tristia pompas ! 

wherein man was "butcher'd to make a Roman holiday" — "Homo occiditnr ad Childe Harold's 
hominis voluptatera." With this monstrous variety of Venatio, so called kot" ^|oxV> Pilgrimage, c. 
and recorded as such with horror, we have nothing to do ; with its abettors under any f;™j;j„ adDo- 
qualified form, the modern frequenters of the coclt-pit or bear-garden, the heroes natum. 
of a bull-bait, and patrons of mercenary pugilists, the rivals of the "municipalis 
arenas perpetui comites " of Juvenal's days, we have no sentiments in common. We 
have hailed with exultation the victory already effectuated, or in course of gradual 
achievement, over the ferocious barbarities of the amphitheatre, and the semi-pagan 
cruelties of more modern spectacles — a victory that is attempering the pastimes cf the 
English people to the religion and morality of the age ; and we sincerely deplore the 
existence of the Beirpov KWifyeTiKhv of Dio, under any modificaliun, in any part of the 
civilized world. 

The Sabbath comes, a day of blessed rest ; Childe Harold's 

What hallows it upon this Christian shore ? Pilgrimage, u. 

Lo ! it is sacred to a solemn feast ; 

Hark ! heard you not the forest monarch's roar ? 

Crashing the lance, he snufiFs the spouting gore 

Of man and steed, o'erthrown beneath his horn ; 

The throng'd arena shakes with shouts for more ; 

Yells the mad crowd o'er entrails freshly torn. 

Nor shrinks the female eye, nor ev'n affects to mourn. 

Let Christianity transfuse its lenient spirit into all our sports, and instead of the 
amphitheatrical entertainments, and barbarian amusements of infidels, let us have 
such as are congenial to the humanity of Christians. Let us be the champions of 
rational recreation, not of brutal gratification ; — the friends of man, and not unneces- 
sarily the enemies of inferior animals ; — spectators in our temperate and innocent 
diversions of the dog's innate faculties and prowess for the seizure of the destined 
animals of the chase — " to see how God in all his creatures works," and witnesses of K. Henry VI. 

Pt. II. act II. 

sc. 1. 
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." ut animus agitatione motuque corporis excitetur, " is not 
reprehensible, nor inconsistent with the due cultivation of the 
mind, and the fulfilment of the higher duties of Hfe. 



Petr. Lotichii jngg etiam citharam Phoebus quandoque repomt : 

2di EcloK. 1. , ■ ■ 

Sarnis. vs 10. ■'^' pharelras plectris, et mutat plectra pliaretris. 



But " there is an especiall need, " observes Christopher 
Wase, in the preface of his translation of Gratius, after much 
just praise of hunting, " to hold a strict reine over our 
affections, that this pleasure, which is allowable in its season, 
may not entrench upon other domesticall affaires. We must 
consider that it wastes much time, and although it have its 
own praise, being an honest recreation and exercise, yet it is 
not of the noblest parts of life. There is great danger lest wee 
bee transported with this pastime, and so ourselves grow wild, 
haunting the woods till wee resemble the beasts which are 
citizens of them, ^ and, by continual conversation with dogs, 
become altogether addicted to slaughter and carnage, which is 
wholly dishonorable, being a servile employment. For as it 
is the privilege of man, who is endued with reason, and 



" the curious search or conquest of one beast over another, persued by a naturall 
instinct of enmitie ; — " how 

Rokeby, c, lit. Tlie slow hound wakes the fox's lair, 

The greyhound presses on the hare ; 

but not hostile instigators of canine ferocity to the heartless maiming and slaying an 
unnatural prey — a species of animal conflict never intended by creative wisdom ; and 
wherein violence is done to natural instinct to minister to man's unhallowed sport, 
H. C. Agrippso 1. Cui dum niraium insistunt, ipsi abjectil humanitate ferae efficiuntur, morumque 
de Vanitate &c. prodigios^ perversitate, tanquam Actffion mutantur in naturam belluarum. 

C. LXXVII, 
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authorized in the law of his creation to subdue the beasts of 
the field, so to tyrannize over them is plainly brutish." 

On Noah, and in him on all mankind Cowper's Task, 

The charter was conferr'd, by which we hold ^' ^'" 

The flesh of animals in fee, and claim 

O'er all we feed on pow'r of life and death. 

But read the instrument, and mark it well : 

Th" oppression of a tyrannous controul 

Can find no warrant there. Feed then, and yield 

Thanks for thy food. Carnivorous, through sin, 

Feed on the slain, but spare the living brute. 

When field amusements are allowed to engross the whole of 
our attention, and in their pursuit to enslave, as it were, the 
mind to the body; when they become the egya of life instead of 
the ^apepyx, its daily occupation, instead of the occasional 
recreation of its leisure hours ; ' they constitute, as Ritters- 
husius has well observed, a culpable flijgojuavi'a, and certainly 
tend, by devoting the attention exclusively to inferior objects, 
to abridge the intellect of that sustenance which it should 
occasionally derive from more refined and important studies. 
" Fateor insitam esse nobis corporis nostri caritatem : fateor Seneca Epist. 

XIV. 

nos hujus gerere tutelam : non nego indulgendura illi, servi- 
endum nego." 

With such ultra-sportsmen the translator has no commu- 
nity of sentiment : nor will they experience from common 
sense less severity of reproof than " Reason " bestows on 

Petrarchaj Re- 

them in the dialogue with " Joy" in Petrarch's " Remedia med- Utriusque 

Fortunas, Lib.i. 
___^ Dial. 32. 

1. " In -using either of these games observe that moderation," says King James to Ba(ri\tKhv Aa- 
Prince Henry, " that ye slip not therewith the houres appointed for your affaires, po"' B. in. 
which ye ought ever precisely to keepe ; remembering that these games are but or- 
dained for you, in enabling you for your office, for the which ye are ordained," &c. 
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Utriusque Fortunse. " "Ad honestum nihil idonei, " says 
Ratio, " sylvas colunt, non vitara solitariam acturi, cui non 
miniis qu^m politicae se ineptos sciunt, sed feris, ac canibus, et 
volucribus convicturi, quod non facerent, nisi illis similitudine 
aliqua juncti essent : qui, si ex hoc voluptatem quandam, seu 
solam temporis fugam quserunt, utrinque stulti, voti compotes 
forsan evaserint. Sin, nescio quam, seu ingenii, seu magnifi- 
centise gloriam aucupantur, errant," &c. ^ 

The whole dialogue is an admirable rebuke of the licentious 
sporting in the days of this extraordinary genius. ^ " Hie 
amor, hagc felicitas, et hoc totum, quod Creatori Deo, quod 
altrici patriae, quod parentibus, quod amicis redditis? Quis 
vos ferat, ad aliud natos, in his vivere, si modo vivitis, hoc 
agentes 1 " says " Reason : " and I confess that I am unable 
and unwilling to furnish " Joy" with a reply of defence ; 
approving, as I do, of the joint worship of Minerva and Diana, 
Plin. Epist. L. recommended by Tacitus to his correspondent Pliny, and of 
making the health of the body conducive to that of the mind : 



IX. 10. 



1 . According to the decisions of judicial astrology in casting nativities, Julius 
J. Firmici As- Firmicus remarks that the following personages, " equorum nutritores, accipitrum, 
tionomic. . V. f^igg^mn^ caeterarumque avium, quss ad aucupia pertinent, similiter et Molossorum, 

Vertagrorum, et qui sunt ad venationes accomodati," being born when the planet 
Venus is in Aquarius, are incapable of application to any more laudable pursuit than 
hunting and hawking. 

2, The chasseurs of Agrippa's days, laical and clerical, were equally reprehensible. 
From the Thebans, this literary Tiraonist tells us, the worst of men, Venation passed 
to the Trojans, not much better, and thence to Greece and Borne, brutalizing the in- 

De Incert, et habitants of the earth in its progress — " Tandem hajc exercitia in se revera servilia et 
Vanit. &c. t. mechanica eo usque evecta sunt, ut positis quibusque liberalibus studiis, hodie prima 

LXXVII » 1 1. ? IT 

nobilitatis elementa atque progiessus sint, illis ducibus ad summum gradum perveni- 
atur : hodieque ipsa regum et principum vita, ipsa etiam (proh dolor !) abbatum, 
episcoporum, cseterorunique ecclesia; prajfectorum religio, tola inquam venatio est/'&c. 
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" ut sua menti constet sanitas, " says Christopher Wase to 

William Lord Herbert, " et justum corpori accedat robur." 

It must ever be borne in mind that the illustrious heroes of 

Xenophon's classic file acquired not their renown by hunting 

prowess alone, but by its union with moral and intellectual 

endowments : Ix Tijf iTn/j^sXeia; Tijf tcuv xuvwv xa) xov)jys(7i«)v xctl ex Xenoplion. Cy- 

neg. c. I. 
7)]j «AX))j Totihla; ttoAu Sisvsyxo'vTsj xara TtjV aperriv eSaufitairSrjirav. 

Chiron himself was invested with the privileges and science 

of the chase on account of his moral worth, 8ia 8ixa/oT)]Ta — for 

he was SixaioTarof KevrauoMv. And the numerous disciples of Oiph. Argon. 

V. 377. 

the craft, distinguished in the annals of the world as practical 
sportsmen, from Cephalus and iEsculapius to ^Eneas and 
Achilles, left other claims on the notice of posterity than those 
attached to their characters as u.aSr,ra) xuvijyso-i'cov. * Xenophon. Cy- 

neg. c. I. 

know that such Soraerville, The 

Transporting pleasures were by heav'n ordain'd Uiace. 

Wisdom's relief, and virtue's great reward. 

But it is time to cease both praise and reprehension : of the 



1. The disastrous casualties that have befallen divers of the worshipful but rash 
disciples of Chiron and his compeers are recorded in terrorem by a Sicilian amateur of 
falconry. Will the timid courser venture to mount his " smart hack or Zetland 
shelty," after reading the following summary of these fatalities? " Meleager en La Fauconnerie 
perdit la vie, pour la victoire rapport^e sur le sanglier de Calidoine. Le bel Adonis ,]jgio„j.jjg jg 
fut tire par un sanglier. Acteon fut detorS ds ses proprcs chiens. Cephale y tua Alagoua. 
sa chere Procris, et Acaste en fut interdict, ayant occis le fils du Roy qui luy avoit 
est6 donn6 en cliarge, comme fut Brutus pour avoir tu6 son pere Sylvius par 
mesgarde. Un Empereur fut occis par la beste qu'il poursuivoit. Un Roy en 
courant a la chasse se cassa le col en tombant de cheval." The legitimacy of the 
inference drawn by Le Conseiller et Chambellan du Roy de Sicile is doubtful — 
" Que qui craindra ces dangereux eifectz qu'il s'adonne a la voUerie, ou il trouvera 
sans doubte plus grand plaisir." The superior pleasure of the latter is as equivocal 
as its inferior danger; and pursued to excess, I should think, must share equality of 
peril and of blame. 
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latter I have been sparing ; of the former, perhaps, too liberal. 
Symmachus, " the wordy champion of expiring Paganism," 
checks his friend and correspondent Agorius in boasting too 
Symmachi much of his " nodosa retia vel pennarum formidines, et sagaces 
*^' canes, omnemque rem venaticam, meliorum oblitus ; " and 

suggests " quare cum scribis, memento facundiae tusB modum 
ponere. Rustica sunt et inculta, quae loqueris, ut venator esse 
credaris. " Wherefore, being myself addicted only to one 
branch of the craft, viz. that of " greyhound-hunting, " in the 
phrase of our " pedant king," 

Sir Thomas t^, nourishe up and fede 

More s poems. 

" Manhod." ^''^ greyhounde to tlie course — 

I am fearful of falling into the error of Agorius, and becoming 
obnoxious to the same rebuke. Enough, therefore : and now 
for an example. — Will the bookful recluse, the sedentary and 
learned oppositionist qualify the scorn vtdth which he views our 
varied course of occupation in the library and the field, if we 
Symmachi show him that our opinions and practice " liberalia studia 

Epist. L. V. 6. ^ '■ 

sylvestri voluptate distinguere" are supported by a renowned 

example of antiquity ; and direct his attention to the latter and 

sequestered part of the hfe " secretum iter, et fallentis semita 

Xenophon. vitse" of the elder Xenophon, in contradiction of the refined 

Anali. L. .. . 

antipathies of Sallust ? — bid him contemplate the rival of Plato 
and Thucydides in his dehghtful retreat at Scillus, " under the 
protection of the temporal sovereignty of Lacedaemon, and the 
spiritual tutelage of Diana j diversifying the more refined 
pleasures of his studious hours with the active amusements of 
the field ; breaking his dogs, training his horses, and attending 
to the breed of stock ; registering the observations of his 
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personal experience in these healthful pursuits with his own 
immortal pen; and affording an example to scholars in all ages, 
that they should not disdain to refresh their vigour, and renew 
their animation, by allowing the unharnessed faculties to 
recreate themselves freely in country sports, and exercise 
themselves agreeably in country business." 



O would men stay aback frae courts, Burns, " The 

An' please themselves wi' countra sports, uogs. 

It wad for every ane be better, 
The laird, tlie tenant, an' the cotter ! 



I wish it were in our power to enrol the name of the accom- 
plished Athenian among the first patrons of our particular 
branch of field-sports ; but the greyhound was unknown to the 
son of Gryllus. We may, however, place the honour of the 
leash under the early patronage of his celebrated namesake : 
whose talents, as a military chief, were distinguished in the 
age in which he lived ; whose works, as a philosopher and 
historian, have been transmitted mth reputation to posterity, 
and continue to attract sufiicient attention from the literary 
world, to embolden us in directing the notice of such of 
our opponents as consider the courser in a state of de- 
graded existence, to the younger Xenophon, in his twofold 
capacity of a man of literature, and a patron of the leash. 
And we may conclude from the latter having been considered 
worthy the illustration of his pen, that coursing was not then 
classed vdth the " servilia officia" of rural hfe. 

Before I proceed to the reasons which have induced me to 
lay before the public the following translation, I cannot resist 
availing myself of the opportunity, which a defence of the 
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courser's pursuit affords, of transcribing a spirited and highly 
poetical production of the late Mr. Barnard, of Brantingham- 
thorpe, 1 breathing the refined sentiments of a gifted scholar 



I. Of Mr. Barnard, who was accustomed to enliven the sedentary pleasures of his 
intellectual pursuits with the active and salutary recreation of coursing, and to shake 
off, in Horatian language, " inhumanie senium . . . Caraoense," in the company of liis 
greyhounds, on the wolds of Yorkshire, the reader must pardon me, if I speak with 
the deepest regret. He was indeed, like Maiimus the friend and correspondent of 

Symmachi Symmaclms, " inter sodales Apollinis ac Dianae, utriusque sectator," or in the appo- 

^P"'- ^'''- '^- site words ofErcole Slrozzi, 

Cassaris Borgiae sylvfe scius, et scius artis 

Ducis Epice- Pierias, Phcebo et PlioebEs gratissimus »que. 

dium. 

But alas ! gifted as he was, far beyond the ordinary worshippers of the sylvan goddess, 
he hath " begun the travel of eternity," 

Soplioclis Tra- 04Priice tV navvaTiiTriv 

chin. V. 887. >-- . 

ooiev airafftcu. 

The periodical publications of the day have given to the world the mournful 
tribute of a scholar to his memory : and when the voice of affection hath sung " the 
deathless praise " of a departed son, that of friendship may be silent. But let it not 
be supposed that the learning and genius of this accomplished man were confined to 
the inferior and perishable subjects of the courser's pursuit. The powers of his 
talented mind were directed also to the high and heavenly callings of his profession ; 
and among other subjects, to the commemoration in verse and prose, of the saints and 
martyrs of the Protestant Church. In the words of the Nutricia of Politiano he was 
indeed 

Carm. quinque Felix ingenio, felix cui pectore tantas 

-niustr. Poetar. . "^ 

, jy_ Instaurare vices, cui fas tam magna capaci 

Alternare animo, et varias ita aectere curas ! 

His poetical version of the poems of the younger Flaminio, a celebrated Latinist of 
the sixteenth century, on which he was engaged till his fatal illness, and the publica- 
tion of which be fondly anticipated, will add, I trust, to his posthumous fame. 

Pindar. Pyth. iv S' oKiytf 

PpoTav rh Tepm/hi/ atS^eraf oStu 
SJ Kal wiTVfi X'^l^"^' airoTpSirCfi 

(irantpoi. tI Se TiS ; tI 8' oS Tis ; 
(TiciSj 6vttp &v6pa>iroi. 
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and ardent courser, fired at the idea of his favourite sport, his 
greyhounds, and his mountain thoughts being hghtly or dis- 
dainfully received in the world's esteem ! 



MY GREYHOUNDS. 

Remember'st thou my greyhounds true ? 

O'er holt or hill there never flew, 

From leash or slip there never sprang, 

More fleet of foot or sure of fang. — Intiod. to MAnmiON Cant. ii. 

Oh ! dear is the naked wold to me, 
Where I move alone in my majesty ! 
Thyme and cistus kiss my feet. 
And spread around their incense sweet ; 



As the originator of the Courser's Stud Book, and the indefatigable compiler of its 
genealogical tables, (an attempt " mult^ deducere virg^," to derive " by trees 
of pedigrees," as Dryden says, the speed and shape of each celebrated descendant, in 
the greyhound kennel, from the recorded genealogies and performances of a far- 
famed ancestry, — ci7oSol 6^ iyimvro 5io rh (jivvau 4^ iyaBSiv,) the name of Mr. Barnard Platonis Mene- 
must be recorded in the annals of coursing with lasting gratitude ; notwithstanding ^cenus. 
the prolegomena of a vicarious editor have occasioned the substitution of a second 
name on the title-page of the work, after the unexpected death of the original 
projector : 

oil yap oT5' apetfyfiivas iriAas Euripidis Hip- 

"ASou, (jitios re \oMiov ;8\e'jr«>' ToSe. " 

But let us cease this querulous display of individual feeling. Many did not know him ; 
and those who did — his relatives — his friends and correspondents — have felt too 
much already. And the preface to so trivial a work as a Courser's Vade-Mecum is 
not a fit occasion for descanting on the high merits of a Christian scholar ; nor is 
lamentation over the dead a suitable prelude to the entertainment of ihe living. 

. ..^^^. .„/ J.-1 vj- Ejusdem vs. 

Kttl x<"P '/"•' 1'"P "" ^^/"^ <l>SiTovs Oji^v, V15G. 

ovS" S/Jina xpatveiv Ba.vairlii.oiaai iKirnoais. 
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The laverock, spriaging from his bed, 

Pours royal greeting o'er my head ; 

My gallant guards, my greyhounds tried, 

March in order by my side ; 

And every thing that's earthly bom. 

Wealth and pride and pomp, I scorn ; 

And chieBy thee 
Who lift'st so high thy little horn. 

Philosophy ! 

Wilt thou say that life is short, 
That wisdom loves not hunter's sport. 
But virtue's golden fruitage rather 
Hopes in cloister'd cells to gather ? 
Gallant greyhounds, tell her, here 
Trusty faith, and love sincere — 
Here do grace and zeal abide. 
And humbly keep their master's side. 
Bid her send whale'er hath sold 
Human hearts — lust, power, and gold — 

A cursed train — 
And blush to find, that on the wold 

They bribe in vain. 

Then let her preach 1 the muse and I 
Will turn to Gracchus, Gaze, and Guy ; 
And give to worth its proper place. 
Though found in nature's lowliest race. 
And when we would be great or wise, 
Lo I o'er our heads are smiling skie£ ; 
And thence we'll draw instruction true, 
That worldly wisdom never knew. 
Then let her argue as she will ! 
I'll wander with my greyhounds still 

(Halloo! Halloo!) 
And hunt foe health on the breeze-worn hill 

And wisdom too. 

But enough — 

Pindar. Pyth. «'>! 5' ScrxoAos a- 

viii. vs. 40. iia64ij,fv iraarav ixaKpayopiav 

\ipa Te Kal <l>diyiia 

Ti naKBaKif, fiii xdpos i\9iiv 
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By my literary friends of the leash, who will alone probably 
condescend to open the following little treatise, it will be 
expected, after this too prolix defence of active field-amuse- 
ments, and too selfish gratification of personal regret, that I 
should particularly state the reasons which have induced me to 
devote a few intervals of leisure to the version and illustration 
of an ancient courser, dignified by Mr. Gibbon with the title of Decline and 

Fall, Vol. VII. 

the eloquent and philosophic Arrian." «i-42. 

A task so often thrown aside Marmion, In- 

Wlien leisure graver cares denied. trodaction to 

Canto IV, 

But an objection in limine must be first answered to a 
modern reader giving up any of the " horas vacivae" of his 
library even to the perusal of the cynegetical writers of anti- 
quity, much less to their collation ; as treating forsooth of lowly 
animals, in their nature irrational and ferine. 

Should any one address me in the language of the old 
nurse to PhsBdra— 

rf KuvTiyefflav Kal <roi ixeKerris ; Euripidis Hip- 

polyt. V. 226. 

or of Menedemus to Chremes — 

Tautumne est ab re tu^ otii tibi Terenlii Heau- 

Aliena ut cures, eacjue nihil qua3 ad te attinent ? '""■ act. ii. so. 

I would reply, that I do not consider these authors as afford- 
ing unsuitable mental recreation to any literary gentleman, be 
his vocation what it may ; nor as rendering him amenable to 
the charge of Dr. Young of being "a polite apostate."' l-ove ofFame, 



1. Many of the Greek and Latin classics having been edited by English Divines, 
the latter fell under the lash of Yonng in the memorable lines, 

When churchmen Scripture for the Classics quit, 
Polite apostates from God's grace to wit, &c. 
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Saint Chrysostom, the most eloquent of the Greek fathers of 
the church, was so enamoured of Aristophanes, notwithstand- 
ing the mahgnity of his satire, his occasional obscenities, and 
licentious morals, as " to wake with him at his studies, and 
to sleep with him under his pillow : " and it was never " ob- 
jected either to his piety or his preaching, even in those times 
of pure zeal and primitive rehgion. " To close the ancient 
cynegetica against the modern student, merely because the 
lowly quadruped, that gives a name to such works, forms a 
part of their subject-matter, pregnant in every page with inmi- 
merable other beauties, unconnected with the poor tyke, but 
scattered around him, would be (in an expressive simile of the 
Sir T. Elyot's author of " the Governour") like " prohibiting a man to 
B. 1. c. XIII. coiae into a fayre gardein, lest in gadring good and holsome 
herbes, he may happen to be stung with anetle " — " Semblaby 
yf a man doe rede wanton matter, myxt with wysdom, he 
putteth the worst under fote, and sorteth out the beste." 

But the " Scriptores Rei Venaticse " are, of all others on 
the classic file, most chaste and pure of sentiment. The 
character bestowed by Price on Gratius in particular, is 
applicable to all collectively : 

their style, their arguiiient 
Is pleasant, rev'rend, candid, innocent. 

Their eminent beauties in poetry and prose, their fine moral 
reflections and religious aspirations, will bear comparison with 
the brightest productions of Greek and Roman literature, and 
can only be lightly esteemed, because they are little known. 
If a candid and susceptible reader, competent to enjoy their 
beauties, shall, after a perusal, deem his hours of recreative 
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study mispent, I will acknowledge that I have lost a few days 
of my life. But he, who pretends to decide their claims to 
attention, must have a mind sensible of the beauties of nature, 
and of didactic poetry and prose, devoted to the illustration 
of objects in rural life : and so far, I think, from deeming it 
beneath the notice of man to mark the hand of Providence 
among the inferior beings of Creation, and to contemplate the 
fixed regulations under which they support the economy of the 
animal world, he will allow that it is rather the entertainment 
of a correctly-constituted mind to admire the originals in the 
natural world, and the descriptions of their habits, and the 
modes of applying therri to the service and amusement of 
mankind in the works of learned men. With such sketches 
of animal life the cynegetical writers abound : and Oppian, 
more especially, with the poetic pen of a philosophic natu- 
ralist, deduces from the habits of irrational creatures precepts 
worthy of enrolment in the code of a moralist. 

For learn we might, if not too proud to stoop Cowper's Task, 

To quadruped instructors, many a good 
And useful quality, and virtue too. 
Rarely exemplified among ourselves. 

With such instructions, too, for rendering animal powers sub- 
servient to the recreation and support of mankind, the works 
of Xenophon, Arrian, and others De Re VenaticS, are plen- 
tifully stored. 

Let us hear then no more of the unworthiness of these 

authors or their subjects — ho hi ij,^ Iwyspettveiv irai^ixco; t^v •trsp) Aristot.de 

■' Part. Animal. 

Twv «Tiju.«Tsga)v i^aicov 'nrla-xsiiiv. I know the study of them to be ^- '• <=• ^• 
eminently entertaining, and beUeve it to be equally innocent 
and instructive. Our higher and more grave studies are 
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pleasantly diversified by such intermixture, and the mind 

returns from its lighter to its more serious avocations with 

Lucian. Hist, renewed vigour. — toTj ■srep] Xoyoii; ecr'Troudaxoirn/ ^yotijuai 'jrpoa-^xstv 
Verae, L. i. 

fiSTu Ty)V TToWijv T«jv (TTiovlaioregaiV avayvcoa-iv aveivct'i n Tr,v havoiuv, 
x«i Ttpoi Toy 'iireiTX xaf/iaTOv axiaonoTsgav jiapourxeuaJ^eiv. 

The amusement derived from the Cynegeticus of Arrian, its 

terse, elegant language, and valuable information, has been 

' my principal inducement to present it to the patrons of the 

leash in an English dress ; that those who might never have 

read the original, and might be unwilling, or, like Miramont 

Beaumont and in "the Elder Brother," (who could " speak no Greek," and 

Fletcher's The 

Elder Brother, held " the sound sufficient to confirm an honest man" without 

act II. sc. 1. 

a knowledge of its sense) unable to peruse it, might have an 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the first author who 
had treated systematically of coursing. For " those, " says 
Christopher Wase in his preface to Gratius, " which are 
curious artisans, doe not content themselves that they have 
attained to so great perfection in their art, but are extremely 
pleased to look back and reflect upon the periods and steps 
whereby that art hath made its graduall progresse ; if per- 
chance by comparing the former with the latter, even the 
present state of it may be advanced." 

It was my wish that the copy should read Hke an original : 
and if I have failed in this respect, as I fear and feel I have, 
(for such an object is attended with far greater diflficulties of 
attainment than the inexperienced may suppose,) the failure 
must be attributed to a fearfulness of assuming too great a 
licence of translation, and departing too far from the letter of 
the original — a fear of paraphrasing instead of translating my 
author ; whose lively and spirited language indicates a power of 
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description, and accurate knowledge of his subject, to which 
no translation could do justice, but by as faithful an adherence 
as the different idioms of different languages would allow. 
Under this impression, I have spared no pains in rendering the 
version with fidelity, deeming truth and perspicuity more 
essential than embellishment of language. For it has been 
well observed by Mr. Pope in his preface to the Iliad, that 
" it is the first grand duty of an interpreter to give his author 
entire and unmaimed." And again, " it is certain no literal 
translation can be just to an excellent original in a superior 
language : but it is a great mistake to imagine (as many have 
done) that a rash paraphrase can make amends for this general 
defect ; which is no less in danger to lose the spirit of an 
ancient, by deviating into the modern manners of expression. 
If there be sometimes a darkness, there is often a light in 
antiquity, which nothing better preserves than a version 
almost literal." 

If however this translation should be deemed too close and 
literal, and greater freedom of language desired in a little 
coursing manual ; I am willing to plead guilty to the fault. 
Still if its style and manner can neither be defended nor ex- 
cused on the grounds stated, I trust they will be pardoned, 
because they are acknowledged. 

.Sunt delicta tanien qnibus ignovisse velimus. Horat. de Arte 

PoeticSl, vs. 



I am fully sensible that what I have done, might have been 
done by others far better. For though an occasional wor- 
shipper of the classic Minerva — " parens .... cultor et 
infrequens. " I know that there are, under the tutelage of 
Diana, many disciples who have been more richly endowed by 



347. 
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the goddess of wisdom, and are better qualified for this under- 
taking. If, however, I have the good fortune to direct the 
attention of the more learned patrons of the leash to a manual 
scarce known among them, and to excite the same degree of 
interest in their minds, which its first perusal excited in my 
own ; I shall rest satisfied that the errors and deficiencies of 
this attempt will induce them to devote superior knowledge of 
the Greek language, and greater experience in coursing, to 
decorating the Athenian Sportsman with an English dress, 
more becoming the antiquity of his claim to distinction. 

Ovid. Trist. i. ^' veniam pro laude peto : laudatas abunde, 

Eleg. VI. Non fastiditus si tibi, lector, ero. 

Individuals possessed of great accuracy of knowledge in 
Greek literature, or what Schneider calls " axpl^eia. Graecae 
doctrinse, " united to extensive experience in field-sports, must 
necessarily be rare ; and till such shall undertake an improve- 
ment on the present version, it may pass its ordeal of utility 
with the public. Moderate love of the diversion, and moderate 
experience in the field or on the plain, I conceive to be as 
indispensable as an acquaintance with the language of the 
original text to the translator of a courser's enchiridion, or he 

Demetrii Con- will not WOrk in it COn amore, (Troo'SriXov yap e! tt« tic hcec hjrl Tivi 
stantinop. Hie- ' ^ s / r i ' ' s = 

raccsophii i. 5ragaxoXou3^(rsi ■jrpayi/.ctTi, a^rixsivov toutq xaTopfltuflijiiai,) nor acquit 
himself to the satisfaction of his readers. 

To classic coursers I would particularly recommend the 
perusal and reperusal of the Greek original ; for I am confi- 
dent that it is far more worthy of their attention than the 
English version ; which " is submitted to the correction and 
amendment of those worthy and well-kuovring gentlemen," 
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under the hope that it may escape the severity of acrimonious 
criticism, as the work of a retired countryman, with no learned 
resources at hand, beyond a Hbrary moderately furnished with 
classic authorities, and writings illustrative of some depart- 
ments of natural history. I wish I had been endowed with all 
the qualities essential to a more perfect performance. But 
such as it is, " I crave," with an old Chronicler, " that it may 
be taken in good part. I wishe I had bene furnished with so 
perfect instructions, and so many good gifts, that I might have 
pleased all kindes of men, but that same being so rare a thing 
in any one of the best, I beseech thee (gentle reader) not to 
looke for it in me the meanest." 

Difficulty has occurred in rendering the ancient technical 
terms of a courser's manual, with any degree of elegance, in 
a modem tongue — " ornari res ipsa negat." This has partly 
arisen — 

Propter egestatem lingute, et rerutn novitatem, Lucret. L. i, vs. 

139. 

and partly from the corresponding English terms being debased 
into vulgarity by an usage too familiar to be pleasant to polite 
ears. Expressions of this kind in Arrian are occasioned by the 
accuracy which he affects in the most minute particulars con- 
nected with the subject of coursing, the shape of Celtic dogs, 
the discipline of the kennel and field, the breeding of whelps, 
&c. 

In relation to this and other defects, it is requested of all my 
brethren of the leash, in behalf of the oldest courser who has 
written on their manly diversion, that whatever may appear 
inelegant, dull, or uninteresting in the following little work, 
may be laid to the account of the translator : the errors of 
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whose style, and execution ought not to affect the intrinsic 
merits of the Cynegeticus. 

Many classical quotations have been introduced in the 
notes to elucidate and enliven the text ; some in their original 
language, others in the English tongue. Where the former 
appeared more illustrative and expressive, it has been retained. 
The latter has been occasionally substituted, where the passages 
selected conveyed information acceptable to an English courser, 
or a version of acknowledged merit faithfully conveyed the 
sense of the original. And in a few instances the original and 
translation have been introduced in juxta-position, to enable 
the reader to judge of their respective excellencies. To this 
too I have been ".moved," as Wase very nicely observes, by 
a wish that the quotations from the dead languages " may be 
understood with ease, and the delight of attending to the 
elegancies in them rather doubled than intermitted, by adjoyn- 
ing a translation in equal consort:" "wherein," as he adds, 
" I shall have pleased either those that have an affection to 
see our language enriched with the wit of former ages ; or 
on the other side, even those men whose incUnations do 
rather move to look upon the native beauties of every 
piece." 

The references to antiquity, which have imperceptibly in- 
Plinii PrsBf. creascd to some extent, — " nee dubitamus multa esse, quee et 

Vespas. 

nos prseterierint, homines enim sumus, et occupati officiis," — 
have not been introduced for the sake of ostentatious display 
of knowledge of Greek and Latin literature, like those 

Yonng's Love Who, for renown, on scraps of learning dote, 

of Fame, Sat. i. 4 j .1 • i ., . , & ' 

And tlunk they grow immortal as they quote. 
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but that the classical courser might be induced " antiques 
exquirere fontes," 

T' examine all, and bring from all away Pitt's Vida. 

Their varioas treasures as a lawful prey ; 

to compare the beauties and defects of the several authors who 
have treated on the same favourite subject ; and that the issue 
of the comparison might be the illustration of the Nicomedian 
courser. 

To the classic reader (" cui nihil neque non lectum est, Ausonius Sjm- 

^ ' macuo.uriphus. 

neque non intellectum") no apology is necessary for the num- 
ber of the extracts made from writers who must ever be prized, 
while pure and correct taste prevails : and to the courser, who 
with his academic gown has laid on the shelves of his library 
the authors of Greece and Rome, to be no more disturbed, 
like " the rude forefathers" of the rustic cemetery. 

Each in his narrow cell for ever laid ; 

and who "wonders" with Sir John Daw in "The Silent Ben Jonson's 

Epiccene, actii. 

Woman," that " those fellows have such credit with gentle- *"• *• 
menj" there is a summary power vested in himself, of re- 
ducing the number to the measure of his own taste and 
capacity. Such, however, not having been the fate of "the Churchill "The 

^ Author." 

crabbed authors" vrith myself, I confess that I have found it 
difficult to check my pen in transcribing apposite and ex- 
planatory quotations from these early friends. For in the 
language of old Gervase, " the minde being preoccupied and 
busied with a vertuous search, is ever ready to catch hold of 
whatsoever can adorne or illustrate the excellencie of the thing 
in which it is imployed." 

F 
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This,- 1 trust, will be received as an apology ; and that the 
practical notes interspersed with the classical, will redeem my 
character as a moderate amateur of the sport, and give 
admission to this translation on the courser's table. 

Oppian. Cy- abrap 4yiiv 4pe<D rd t' ^iiois Uov 6^0a\no7iri, 

jg°' ■ ' ' Bfjpnv ayKoMapov iTnareixoiv ifi\6xouriv 

'iaaa t' air avSpiiimv iSdriv, Tolaiv Tck fjJiiri\e, 

ai6\a TraVToiris eparris [ivffriipia rex^s. 

With the exception of Somerville, " who has shown, " as 
Dr. Johnson observes, " by the subjects which his poetry has 
adorned, that it is practicable to be at once a skilful sportsman 
and a man of letters," I have extracted very little from writers 
of the last century : but the natural historians, poetic and 
prosaic authors of the olden time, whose works are not of very 
common occurrence in our libraries, have afforded much infor- 
mation confirmatory of Arrian's opinions. These selections, as 
well as those from ancient English authors, incorporated with 
this preface, have been left in their original spelling, so hap- 
Specimens of pily expressed by Mr. Ellis as " that fortuitous combination of 

English Poets, 

Vol. 1. p. 11. letters, which the original transcribers or printers had assigned 
to them." 

A knowledge of what others have written on a subject on 
which we ourselves are about to write appears indispensable. 
" Although I were very much experienced," says the translator 
of Gratius, " in any art, and were apt to conceive a good 
opinion of my own ability therein, yet being to publish a 
discourse concerning it, I was obliged to inform myself of 
what others had formerly proposed in the same matter, as far 
as may conveniently be attained. There are some who esteem 
it glory to be thought to have decUned any other helps but 
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their own wit, which I should charge upon myself as negli- 
gence." Far be such self-sufficiency from me ! I am ever 
glad to avail myself of the opinions and sentiments of others ; 
and in so doing, to give the merit of originality to its rightful 
owner, and not to a modern plagiarist. " Est enim benignum Piin. in Prsefat. 

Vespas. 

ut arbitror, et plenum ingenui pudoris, fateri per quos pro- 
feceris, non ut plerique ex iis, quos attigi, fecerunt. Scito 
enim conferentem autores me deprehendisse a juratissimis et 
proximis veteres transcriptos ad verbum, neque nominatos," &c. 



For out of the old fieldis, as men saitli, ^ ofFowls 

Cometh all this new com from year to year ; 
And out of olde bookis, in good faith, 
Cometh all this new science that men lere. 



Few will think me sparing of citation : but if there be such 

a one, and well disposed to a brother courser, " si bonus est, ^"^^^"'0/^"^. 

quae omisi, non obUta mihi, sed prseterita existimet. Dehinc 

qaaliscunque est, cogitet secum, quam multa de his non 

reperisset, si ipse quaesisset. Sciat enim me non omnibus 

erutis usum ;" I hope he vyill not add with Ausonius, " et 

quibusdam oblatis abusum." 

Should curiosity induce any one to inquire who is the trans- 
lator of this treatise, let it suffice, that he is an humble indi- 
vidual of retired habits, too utterly unknown to the world to 
expect that any additional interest will be imparted to his 
labours by the pubhcation of the name of their author : — that 
he is in the enjoyment of the ease and freedom of a private 
scene, where, in the felicitous language of Sir W, Temple, 
" a man may go his own way and his own pace :"— that his o^^^^,^'^"j°;°f 
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pursuits at home and abroad are rationally diversified. " For 
honest pleasures," like Brathwait's gentleman, " he is neither 
so Stoicall as wholly to contemne them, nor so Epicureall as too 
sensually to affect them." " There is no delight on mountaine, 
vale, coppice, or river, vehereof he makes not an usefuU and 
contemplative pleasure j" 

Darcius Venu- At sjlvse gelidique specus, cava lustra feraram, 

^""'^" Buraque, et aican^ labentia flumina valle 

Sunt aaimo ! 

But his " hour-beguiling pastime," when not occupied in any 
Plin. Panegjr. of the more important duties of life, " si quand6 cum influen- 

Trajan. 81. 

tibus negotiis paria fecit, instar refectionis," is that of a theo- 
retical and practical courser — desirous of acquiring, in the 
sedentary retirement of his library, the science of active 
enjoyment in the field; and of elucidating the mysteries of 
the leash, and the pertinent anecdotes of animal biography, by 
collecting in one point of view the scattered glimmerings of 
classical antiquity, and the illustrations of more modem days, 
relative to an elegant and manly diversion : — directing the whole 
under the guidance of experience, and the name of the father 
of the leash, to the advancement of human recreation. 

Terent Andr Quod plerique omnes faciunt adolescentuli, 

act. I, sc. 1. 28, Ut animum ad aliquod studium adjungant, ant equos 

Alere, aut canes ad venandum, aat ad philosopbos : 

Hcrum ille nihil egregie praeter csstera 

Studebat, et tamen omnia haec mediocriter. 

The translator has his hack, his greyhound, and his slipper, 
(xuvaytoyof,) participating of the unimportant character of their 
master, and equally devoid of interest in the eyes of the public. 
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All, therefore, are consigned to the same fate, and merged in 
one common namelessness ; [spite of the example of Hippamon 
of old, in the metrical.commemoration of his sporting establish- 
ment: 

'AvSpl u.h 'ImrduuD Svou' ?,v, Xmrif 5^ n6Sapyos, ^P""^ Pollucis 

, , ,„ ,„ , , Onomaaticoii. 

Kai Kwl Mfiapyos, Kai VfpdirovTi Ba/3t)s. 

With regard to the Appendix, 

Si quis tamen lieec quoque, si quia 

CaptUB amore leget, » 

I have only a few remarks to make. To many, though mere 
sciolists in natural history, it must have appeared, during their 
progress in classical reading, that much ignorance of the 
varieties of the canine race is shown by annotators. With the 
gentlemen ^ societate Jesu, and others who have favoured us 
with their expositions of the ancients, there is too great an 
inclination to generalize both as to the names and properties 
of the canine tribe. The " veloces Spartae catuli" ^ are all 
" levriers," though there was not, according to Arrian, (and 
he is supported by Blumenbach,) a greyhound in the whole 
of ancient Greece : and certainly as " the babbling echo 



1. Tliese tenns are also misapplied in the Cynegeticon of the poet of Barga, and in 
the Album Dianas Lepoiicida of Savary of Caen. The latter, speaking of Spain and 
Italy, says — 

Non alit in leporem oatulos nisi forte Lacones Lib, i. p. 5. 

Hesperia, &c. 

and of the Italians and their chase he writes, 

£t lepori indicunt solo Lacedsmone belliun. Lib. i< p. 6, 
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Macbeth, act 
III. so. I. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
154. 



mocked them" in their quick-scented pursuit of the Laconian 
quarry, they could be no more entitled to the appellation, than 
any sharp-nosed mongrel, bred in modern days, between a 
sagacious yelping hound, and a prick-eared shepherd's cur. 
Upon the same principle of generalization, all truculent Mo- 
lossi, C. Custodes, Pecuarii, &c. are by these worthies at once 
dismissed as GaUicfe " dogues," Anglic^ " mastiffs," without 
an attempt to particularize their respective attributes in war- 
fare, or the chase, or the economy of rural life. 

Hounds, and greyhounds, mongrels, spaniels, curs, 
Sboughs, water-rugs, and demi-wolves, are cleped 
All by the name of dogs ; the valued file 
Distinguishes the swift, the slow, the subtle, 
The housekeeper, the hunter, every one 
According to the gift which bounteous nature 
Hath in him closed ; whereby he does receive 
Particular addition, from the bill 
That writes them all alike. 

This confusion of nomenclature might pass at school, but not 
longer. Subsequent experience, and the reflection of maturer 
years would direct the attention of many literary ruralists to 
the occasional correction of errors in the canine vocabulary. 
Such at least has been the case with the writer of these pages ; 
and he conceives that errors, apparent to him, must have been 
manifest to others. Nor is a misapprehension of some of the 
names and qualities of the individuals of this multifarious genus 

(Mille canum patriae, ductique ab origine mores 
Cuique su&) 

to be wondered at in scholiasts and commentators ; when we 
consider their monkish habits of indolent seclusion, and how 
unfit and unwilling they were to ascertain by actual expe- 
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riment, whether Pliny was correct in affirming that Minerva 

was as fond of traversing the hills as Diana. " These bookish A New Dis- 
course of a Stale 
fellowes," in the words of Sir John Harrington, " could judge Subject,&c. 

of no sports, but within the verge of the fair fields of Helicon, 

Pindus, and Parnassus." Their practice in the field was not 

commensurate with their scholastic knowledge. Very few 

carried their note-books, like the learned and indefatigable 

Vlitius to the covert side, and examined the difficulties of 

rural poetry, and obscure allusions to canine instinct in the 

field of experience. And unless they did so, they had little 

chance of becoming acquainted with the sylvan goddess, who 

tells us in her petition to her sire, that she rarely descends 

from her mountain haunts into the cities of men ; 



■ airapvhv yap ST"Ai>Teius HuTTV KdreuTiV. Callimacli. H. 



Wherever the different sporting dogs of antiquity are alluded 
to, or mentioned by name in the Cynegeticus of Arrian, or the 
classical works to which I have had occasion to refer in 
illustration of it, I have endeavoured to clear up some of the 
obscurity, in which they were enveloped; by classifying 
varieties, and in a few cases even individuals, and comparing 
ancient types with modern representatives. This I have at- 
tempted more especially in relation to the ancient British dogs, 
and the Celtic greyhound (the subject of Arrian's Treatise), as 
being of paramount interest to the British courser. 

, , » ~ „ \ I 1! Theocrili IHvll. 

Si Ttinroi, oXov towo flfoi irotnaav Stoktes ^^^,_ ^^^ ^g- 

Bilpiov i.v6pilntouri /ler^iUfieraf 6s imfajBiS. 

The observations and extracts on these points, more trite 
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probably than recondite, have been thrown together in an 
appendix, which I hope may be found amusing to any Uterary 
sportsman who may condescend to peruse them. 
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CYNEGETICUS, 



WORK ON COURSING. 



The Cynegeticus was originally written by Arrian, in imita- 
tion of Xenophon's Treatise de Venatione, to supply the 
lacunae of that work in the particular department of Coursing. 

The manuscript seems to have been neglected in the Vatican 
library for several years after it had been first discovered, in 
consequence of its bearing the name of Xenophon : for the 
persons who accidentally met with it, not being aware of 
Arrian's assumption of that title, took no pains to examine it, 
under an impression that it was the edited Cynegeticus of the 
elder Xenophon, and not a new and unknown treatise on a 
different branch of the same subject, by an author of the same 
assumed name, a pseudo-Xenophon. 

We are told by Mausacus that Rigaltius intended to have 
edited it with the Scriptores de Re Accipitraria et de CurS, 
Canum, (the first edition of which he published in 1612, with 
a forged epistle in Castilian and Latin from Aquila Sym- 
machus and Theodotion to a Ptolemy, King of Egypt,) but the 
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printers refused their consent, unless he added a Latin trans- 
lation; a desideratum which was afterwards supplied by 
Holstein in the first edition. Henry Stephens, however, had 
previously perused the unpublished treatise, and given to the 
world, in his Schediasmata, some observations on different 
passages. 

Holstein, the first editor, was a celebrated scholar of his 
day, and is commemorated in the Sept. lUustr. Vir. Poemata 
as — 

Poem. Ferdin. Graias Latiaeque Minervse 

Lib. Baron de Artibus, Eois notus et Hesperiis. 

Furstenbeig. 

His edition issued from the Paris press of Sebastian and Ga- 
briel Cramoisy in the year 1644. The Greek text, and version 
attached to it, were amended by Blancard in his Amsterdam 
edition of 1683; which contains also the minor works of Ar- 
rian, and the pertinent schediasmata of Henry Stephens above 
mentioned. My library affords no editions but the above two, 
and the accurate reprint of Schneider by the University of 
Oxford in 1817. The last is certainly the best edition of the 
Cynegeticus of Arrian which I have seen. The Clarendon 
press also published in the same volume the Cynegeticus of 
the elder Xenophon, and his Opuscula Politica; the same 
collection of the minor works as Zeune comprehended in one 
volume, printed at Leipsic, 1778. 

M. Gail is reported to have published a French translation 
of the work, with critical notes and dissertations, at Paris, 
in 1801 : but, notwithstanding repeated applications to the 
Parisian booksellers, I have not been able to procure a copy. 
Equally unsuccessful have been my endeavours to obtain from 
the same source Defermat's version, published by Hortemels 
of Paris, in 1690. The latter, however, in consequence of the 
literary character given of its author by Belin de Ballu, in his 
prolegomena to Oppian, I do not much regret. It accompa- 
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nied a French version of the two last books of the Cynegetics 
of the Cihcian poet, which are stated to abound in errors of 
translation, and to be performed in a tedious and barbarous 
style by Defermat, eminent as a mathematician, but of mode- 
rate attainment in Greek literature. 

The present version was completed before I was aware of 
any prior attempt to translate the Cynegeticus into English : 
the first notice of which, in the partial labours of Mr. Blane, 
was derived from Schneider's annotations. I do not believe 
any other to exist in the English language, vidth the exception 
of such fragments of the treatise as may have been occasionally 
made to speak English, on the emergency of a periodical publi- 
cation needing an article on Coursing ; or a literary sportsman 
wishing to enliven his communications by a reference to the 
manual, and quoting it in his vernacular tongue. 

Mr. Blane's attempt did not extend apparently to the whole 
treatise. It is in parts inaccurately executed, and omits nu- 
merous sentences, where he professes to translate ; and whole 
chapters in sequence, where we can see no reason for omission. 
The fourth, and ten following chapters to the fourteenth inclu- 
sive, and the twenty-third and twelve following chapters to the 
thirty-fifth inclusive, are entirely omitted by this capricious 
translator. Since, then, in a work consisting of only thirty-five 
chapters, he has, without assigning any cause, passed over 
twenty-four unnoticed, nearly all of them important to practical 
coursers, some evincing the kindly feelings of their author, (as 
for instance, the one containing the affectionate history of his 
beloved dog Homie,) and others most honourable to his huma- 
nity, and confirmative of the purity of his religious faith, opera- 
tive in a heathen breast, (as the two closing chapters, showing, 
amidst much fabulous allusion, his unreserved acknowledgment 
of human def)endence on divine aid, and the certainty of evil 
and misfortune being consequent on irreligion and moral trans- 
gression,) I hope a complete translation of this ancient courser's 
enchiridion will not be considered an useless undertaking. 
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Luciani Alex- 
ander seuPseu- 'AW/p 'Vanaiav 4v toTs -npdnots, koX iroiSei? irap' 3\o>» t^v Plov trvYyev6fisms. 
domantis. 



Mr. Addison has remarked, that " a reader seldom peruses 
a book with pleasure till he knows whether the writer of it be 
a black or a fair man, of a mild or a choleric disposition, 
married, or a bachelor, with other particulars of the like 
nature, that conduce very much to the right understanding of 
an author." If, however, the satisfaction of perusing the Cy- 
negeticus of Arrian be dependent on a previous acquaintance 
with these personal particulars of their author, I fear the 
modern reader will regret the insufficiency of the following 
biographical notice. Scanty as it is, it contains all the infor- 
mation I have been able to collect relative to the younger 
Xenophon. ^ 

Flavius Arrianus ^ was a citizen both of Athens and Rome, 
of Grecian extraction, and born probably in the reign of 
Domitian, at Ficomedia, a celebrated city of Bithynia ; where, 
according to Photius on the authority of our author's " Bithy- 



Arriani Cyne- 1. Arrian invariably calls himself Xenophon ; and his predecessor of the same 

getic. passim, jj^me he designates, for distinction's sake, -rhv iroAai, Thv irpeapirepov. In the 

Cynegeticus he refers to him as t^ TpiWov, Tip iiaavToti iiiaviifuf, ixelyip rf 

2. With the citizenship of Rome, bestowed upon him by the Emperor, when in 
Greece, as it is supposed, A.D. 124, he assumed the Roman name of Flavins: and 
subsequent to his return from the prefecture of Cappadocia, he was probably raised 
to the consulate. 
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nica," a lost work on the subject of his native country, he was 
priest of Ceres and Proserpine, to whom the city of Nicomedia 
was sacred. His fondness for polite literature, and celebrity 
for philosophical knowledge, acquired him the honour of the 
twofold citizenship. But, though a friend and disciple of Amani Bithy- 

T-1- 11 ^ ft ■ CI ■ \ A 1 ^^'^^ *' Parthica 

Epictetus, and the first recorder of his Stoical Apophthegms — apudPhotiiEc- 

/ \» / t - r t J ri r 1 logas. 

<pi\oiTOipoi fiev s7ri(rT^fx.>iv, eij tuiv ojM.iXi]Ta)V JEttixtiitou, he appears, 
like the elder Xenophon, to have been much engaged in 
military affairs ; and as Roman prefect of Cappadocia, in the 
reign of Hadrian, to have taken an active part in the war 
against the Alani and Massagetse, a people bred to eternal 
warfare — 

daros tetemi Martis Alanos. Lucan. Pharsal. 

L, VIII. 

It is related by Dion Cassius, and the epitomizer Xiphihn, 
that the Scythian barbarians under Pharasmanes having com- 
mitted great havock and spoil in Media, (A.D. 136.) had 
begun to threaten Armenia and Cappadocia ; but finding Fla- Dion. Cassii 

° . Hist. Roman. 

vius Arrianus, the prefect of the latter province, better pre- l. lxix. 
pared for their reception than they had anticipated, they were 
induced, partly by the bribes ofVologsesus, and partly through 
fear of the governor, to retire from the territory under his 
jurisdiction. 

Suidas, on the authority of Heliconius, states that Arrian 
was advanced to the senatorial and consular dignities, and that 
he was denominated " the second Xenophon" from the sweet- 
ness of his literary style. And Photius also, in his " EclogEe," 
speaking of our author's " Parthica" observes, lirtavofial^ov airov 
Bevo^mroi. veov hoi 8g to ?rai8ei'aj iTri'o-ijfiov, dWx; rs iroXmxixs 
kpxai Iwio-TsuStj, xai eij to tuiv muTrnv avs^rj tsKo; : and again he 
adds SijAov le wj ouU pvjTopix^f iro^iaj re xct) hvaf/.sa)s aiteKskeTO. 

Like his namesake, as I have remarked, he united the 
character of a man of letters with that of a warrior, dedicating 
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a great portion of his time to philosophical and historical re- 
search. But it is not my intention to enlarge on his literary 
character in general, nor to enter in detail into the merits of 
his several compositions. 

His principal historical work, " The Anabasis of Alexander, 
though composed," says Dr. Robertson, " long after Greece had 
lost its liberty, and in an age when genius and taste were on 
the dechne, is not unworthy the purest times of Attic hte- 
rature." And his " Indian history is one of the most curious 
treatises transmitted to us from antiquity." The latter may be 
considered an episode to the former. It is partly historical 
and partly geographical, and will be found to contain a fund 
of entertainment. 

On the model of the Socratic Xenophon, he committed to 
writing the dictates of Epictetus, during the philosopher's life- 
time, and published them as his dissertations : — i subsequently 
compiling his Erichiridion or manual — a brief compendium of 
all the principles of his master, and acknowledged to be one 
of the most valuable and beautiful pieces of morality extant. 

His Periplus of the Euxine, in the form of a letter from its 
author to the Emperor, contains an accurate topographical 
survey of the coast of that sea, 

Oppian. Hah- irdffTjs yKvKepcinfpos aft<]>iTptr7is 

eut. I. vs. 600. ,, 

from the commencement of his voyage at Trapezus, within his 
own prefecture of Cappadocia, to its completion at Byzantium ; 
and was written probably while he held his office of command 
in the province, a short time before the breaking out of the 



1. Aulus Gellius particularly authenticates his literary connexion with Epictetus, 
where he alludes (Noct. Attic. L. xix. c. i.) to the latter's SiaAtfeir " ab Arriano 
digestas," &c. 
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war against the Alani. Many learned men, as Ramusius, 
Ortelius, and others, have doubted whether he wrote the Peri- 
plus of the Erythrean Sea, which sometimes passes under his 
name ; indeed the late Dean of Westminster says positively 
" it is not the work of Arrian of Nicomedia :" but his claim to 
the Circumnavigation of the Euxine has never been disputed. 
It was compiled expressly for the Emperor ; who, according to 
Spartian and Dion Cassius, was particularly attached to geo- 
graphical research, and had visited in person a large portion of 
his extensive dominions — " orbem Romanorum circumivit." Euttopii L. 
The elder Xenophon is spoken of, sub initio, by our scientific 
geographer, in the same relative terms, as in the Cynegeticus, 
w; heysi o BsvoifSiv IxsTvoj, and it is fair to infer that the Periplus 
and Cynegeticus are the works of the same individual. 

In his Tactics, written, as he states himself, in the 20th year of ArrianiTaciica. 

' 'J Sub fine. 

the reign of Hadrian, there is a brief account of former writers on 
this subject, and a description of the order and arrangement of 
an army in general : but in the " Acies contra Alanos," a short 
and imperfect fragment annexed thereto, the particular instruc- 
tions,'^ which were delivered by him as general, for the march 
of the Roman army against the northern barbarians, are mi- 
nutely given. 

Fragments of other historical works, supposed to have been 
written by him, are preserved by the learned and indefatigable 
patriarch of Constantinople — " The History of Events subse- 
quent to Alexander's Death, in 10 books," " The Parthica, in 
17 books," and " Bithynica, in 8 books." Under the review 
of the first of which works, the Byzantine has left us his opi- 



1. These instructions are written, as military orders, in the imperative mood. 'O 
a fiyeiuiiv Trjs vdaris arpartas Stvo^ui', rh iro\h niv irpb rav atiiietay twv ■nf^iKav 
TfyeiirBu, lirupoeriTU SI triari rp Ta{«, k. t. \. Such were some of the duties which 
he enjoined on himself as commander-in-chief. 

H 
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Photu Eclogae nion of Aman as an historiographer, and of the style of his 

de Rebus post , i / 

Alexandr. ges- compositions : ca\q ouSevos Touv apKj'Tct (7VVTa^ctiJi.ivtov JcrTOgiaj Ssurs- 
tis, 

gOJ, X. T. A. 

Of the Libellus de Venatione, the treatise on Coursing, I 
have already made mention ; and shall merely add, what is in 
some degree pertinent to the subject, that there seems to have 
been a strong similarity of taste between Hadrian and our 
author. The Emperor, like his prefect, was not only inti- 
mately conversant with Greek and Latin literature, " facundis- 
simus Latino sermone, Grseco eruditissimus," but also pas- 
sionately fond of the chase. While living in his native town 
of Italica in Spain, Spartian tells us, he bore the title of Grae- 
culus, and was, at the same time, " venandi usque ad reprehen- 
sionem studiosus — equos et canes sic amavit, ut eis sepulchra 
constitueret." To such a height did he carry this regard, that, 
according to Xiphilin, he graced a monument to the memory of 
his beloved hunter Borysthenes, with an inscription written by 
his own pen : 



Eutropii 
L. VIII. 



Borysthenes Alanus 
Cffisareus Veredus, &c. 



For all which unbounded affection for the brute creation, the 
De Remediis reader may remember, he incurs the severity of Petrarch's 
xixli. ' '' ' satire in the dialogue " de Venatu et Aucupio." 

Whether the similarity of Arrian's rural diversions to those 
of Hadrian in early life, co-operated with other causes to his 
elevation by so capricious and eccentric a patron, must ever 
remain doubtful. He is not mentioned by name in the bio- 
graphy of Hadrian by Spartian : where it is stated, in general 
terms only, of this singular Emperor, that he was on terms of 
familiar intimacy with Epictetus, Heliodorus, and all gramma- 
rians, rhetoricians, &c. Of his acquaintance with the eminent 
men of his capital there can be no doubt, and his roving dispo- 
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sition must have introduced such to his notice in the colonies 
and more distant parts of the empire. One, therefore, who 
had been following the same pursuits with himself from his 
youth upwards, a sportsman, a military tactician, and a joint 
friend of Epictetus, was not likely to escape him. Besides, we 
are assured that he was, on all occasions, sociable in his field 
amusements, " venationem semper cum amicis participavit ;" 
and therefore we may suppose that the literary founder of 
Adrianotherse would gladly avail himself of the earliest oppor- 
tunity of adding to his personal friends and sporting associates 
the most accomplished writer and courser of his day. We 
know how much the pleasure of intercourse is enhanced by 
identity of pursuit ; and how strong the hold which innocent 
amusements, shared with congenial friends, have on our affec- 
tions ! 

ov ydp Tis Kevrpmffi Safiils SypTjs ipaTUvrjs Oppian. Cyneg. 



adrts eK&tv Kei^^eiev, ?;^et Be [uv ^ffirera BeiT[i(i. 



11. vs. 32. 



As to the period of his life at which Arrian may be supposed 
to have written the Cynegeticus, the inference to be drawn 
from the meagre paragraph of autobiography in the first 
chapter, wherein he states his fitness to supply the deficiencies 
of the elder Xenophon's work, from having been ajM,<fi( T/xira. am De Venat. c. , 
vloy lo-TTOuSaxsJj, xuvrjysa-ia x«i (TTpaTriylav xa) a-op'iav, although it 
establishes the fact of his early predilection for field sports, yet 
it rather militates against the idea of the Cynegeticus having 
been written at a very early period of the author's life. How- 
ever, be this as it may, his patronage of " the long dogs " con- 
tinued at the time of his writing this libellus ; and his beloved 
'Opwn, cuKVTaTi}, xa) im^aiToan, xsti UgoraTri, was then in his Ejusdem c, v. 
possession, living seemingly in the closest intimacy with his 
attached and philosophic master, and sharing with Megillus his 
society at home and abroad, the well-earned recompense in 
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declining years of the excellence he had manifested in the 
vigour of his youthful days on the coursing plain ; where, in 
Arrian's own words of eulogy, TSTTupa-iv ^Srj wore \aycools lip* ■^ht- 
xla; avTtjpxrjO'ev.^ 

Antiquity is almost silent relative to the personal history of 
the younger Xenophon ; ^ and as an autobiographer, he seems 
to have been desirous that nothing should be known of himself 
or family ; but rather that his personal histoiy should be 
darkened under the doubtful celebrity of anonymous author- 
ship, or merged in the somewhat arrogant assumption of a 
fictitious and equivocal title. In the conclusion of the 12th 
chapter of the 1st book of his History of Alexander's Anabasis, 
he says that the number and magnitude of the exploits of the 
son of Philip, were his inducement to record them, not deeming 
himself altogether unworthy to transmit them to posterity. 
Arrian. de Ex- " But who I am," he continues, " that thus characterise my- 
L. I. c. xii! self, and what my name, (though far from obscure,) it concerns 
annotat. in loc. ^^^ reader but little to know. Neither would an account of my 
family, my city, nor such offices as I have there borne, be of 
any use to him. Be it sufficient for him to know, that an 
ardent love of literature, in which I have constantly indulged 
myself from youth, has been with me instead of family con- 
nexion, and civic and magisterial honours. Wherefore I may 
perhaps be little less worthy of a place among the most cele- 
brated authors of Greece, than Alexander among her most 
illustrious heroes." 



1. The practical courser will not deny to Honn^ the merit, which on his lord's 
voucher, he is entitled to ; few greyhounds, even in their prime, in modern days, 
could vie with their redouhted prototype and master four hares per diera. 

2. In addition to the authors already cited, or referred to, he is also mentioned by 
Arnobius, towards the close of his second book. 

It is a truth worth recording, that, from Photius to Saint-Croix and Chanssard, 
the last translator of Alexander's Anabasis, no writer has impugned his veracity and 
honesty as an historian, nor his literary style as a scholar. 
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After the brief sketch which I have given of the writings of 
the younger Xenophon, it must strike every one that he was 
influenced in the choice of his subjects as an author, by a 
recollection of what had engaged the literary attention of his 
celebrated namesake ; and that while writing under the same 
personal appellative, he probably proposed to imitate the mat- 
ter and style of composition of his prototype — Irj^vof t^v (^gounv, Phot. Eclog. 

\ \ • > . /I - _ ~ Arrian. Parthi- 

xai ftiftijTijf ojf «X>j9coj ssvofttiVTO;. ca. 

Under this view of his works we have the dissertations of 
Epictetus from the pen of his most renowned follower, the 
Bithynian Xenophon, and the Memorabilia of Socrates from 
that of the son of Gryllus, the most eminent disciple of the 
Socratic school : the Anabasis of Alexander for that of Cyrus, 
with the same distribution of the work into seven books, and 
the same title. The Hellenica of Xenophon gave birth to the 
Parthica and Bithynica of Arrian : and in imitation of the 
Essay on Hunting, our pseudo-Xenophon has left us his 
Observations on Coursing. 

Upon their general similarity of character in active life I 
have already remarked, and shall only observe farther, that, 
as far as we can judge from the scanty personal anecdotes 
which have survived of the younger, for comparison with those 
of the elder philosopher, this similarity appears to have extended 
to the frame and composition of their minds. Many of the 
same excellencies, and respectable weaknesses of character, 
co-existed in both ; the same patient and unerring virtue — the 
same kind and generous feeling — the same credulous and 
enthusiastic regard to celestial admonitions — weikjilvous refaso-o-j 
fletSv' — ^with a proportionate degree of the purest heathen piety. 

If it be stigmatised with the title of superstitious credulity 
in the priest of Ceres, that he supposed himself led by divine 
inspiration to write the history of a man, ouhv) aWio avSpcoiraiv De Expedit. 

. ^..^. ...... Alexandri L. 

lo(x»5, 1 would plead his enthusiastic admiration of his hero in vn. c. xxx. 
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palliation of the fond supposition, qualified as it is, with equal 
good sense and piety, in the concluding sentences of the 
Anabasis ; where he states that as so extraordinary a person 
as Alexander could not have risen up in the world without 
divine interference— ou8' efcu tou Sslov ; so, with admiration of 
his good quaUties, and reprobation of his bad ones, with a 
strict regard to truth, and public utility, he professes himself 
his historian, writing, as he verily believes, under the same 
divine .influence that first gave being to the subject of his 
memoir. 

Surely such a belief in heavenly interference, exciting its 
professor to what is just and honourable, and deterring him 
from every breach of propriety, as an historian of truth, must 
be applauded by every fair and impartial judge of human 
character ; and more particularly so, when in the person of a 
Stoic, unenlightened by any philosophy but that of Epictetus, 
it could have no other foundation than innate rectitude of 
mind. 

Under the conviction that Arrian's expectation of posthu- 
mous fame has been realized in general, and that my brethren 
of the leash will award him particular honour as the first writer 
of a Courser's Manual, I conclude this brief sketch of his life 
and literary labours ; which might have been more full, if his 
biography by Dion Cassius had come down to us- 

As the compiler of the Stoical philosophy of " the Phrygian 
Slave," the historian of the son of Phihp,* the hydrographer 
of the Euxine, a military tactician, a warrior-prefect, and a 



Jueement aur ^' '^^^ vanity which La Mothe Le Vayer discovers, so glaring in his history, and 

les Anciens more particularly in what he says of himself in the 1 2th chapter of the first hook of the 

i'rincipauxliis- ^„ai,asig of Alexander, hefore quoted, and from which Gronovius and Raphelius 

tonens, occ. p. , „> 

g4, satisfactorily ezculpate him, I confess I do not see. The pride of the historian is 

not beyond the dignity of his suhject. 
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classic courser, he has left works behind him which will en- 
dure as long as literature itself ; — he has done all in his power 
to benefit and instruct mankind in various departments of 
human learning; — has contributed his mite to the advance- 
ment of rational science and healthful recreation, and proved 
himself worthy of the immortality he so fondly anticipated. 




LA CHAUSSE 




ARRIAN ON COURSING. 



06 yip Toi ouS' Iffos S ayiiv \aymf koI kwI' iW' 6 likv, titoi $oi\erm, Set, fj Si 
^AA^ 4<poiiapr€i' Kai 6 flip 4^e\l^as rhv Sp6fiov Kol Siap^lipas t^v K^va ierat tov Ttp6at0, 
71 Si, el 5ia^^i^6elri, xXtJferoi" Kal ivdyieij (pBiaavTa a& lieraSeiv koJ h/oAafiiTv, iaov 

HV^X^V TOV Sp6fU)V, ArOIAN. DE VeNAT. C. XVII. 

Canis in vacuo leporem cum Gallicus arvo 

Vidit ; et hie piaedam pedibus petit, ille salutem : 
Alter inhfesiiro similis, jam jamque tenere 
Sperat, et extento stringit vestigia rostro ; 
Alter in ambiguo est, an sit deprensus, et ipsis 
Morsibus eripitur ; tangentiaque ora relinquit. 

Ovid. Metam. L. i. 533. 
* 

If for sylvan sports thy bosom glow. 

Let thy fleet greyhound urge his flying foe. 
With what delight the rapid course I view ! 
How does my eye the circling race pursue ! 
He snaps deceitful air with empty jaws, 
The subtle hare darts swift beneath his paws : 
She flies, he stretches : now with nimble bound 
Eager he presses on, but overshoots his ground : 
She turns, he winds, and soon regains the way, 
Then tears with gory mouth the screaming prey. 

Gay's Ruivai. Spokts, Canto 11. 289. 




— T:bi Teloces f"-i+ulofi reparare Tuemento 
Semper;, et itl parros itexuia protemierc curas. 

JSSfTTSJf Ml's/irinr WmtMiMi Cyneg-r.2fl(P. 
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ARRIAN ON COURSING. 



The advantages that accrue to mankind from hunting, and 
the regard of the Gods for those instructed in it by Chiron, i 
and their honourable distinction throughout Greece, have been 
related by Xenophon, the son of Gryllus. 

He has pointed out the similitude between Cynegetical and 
MiUtary science; 2 and the age, constitution, and frame of mind,* 



Chap. I. 

Preface. 



Sammary 
of Xenophon's 
Cynegeticus. 



I. Chiron, the son of Saturn and the nymph Philyra, is fabled to have received his 
knowledge of hunting from Apollo and Diana ; and to have instructed the numerous 
disciples, recorded by Xenophon in the first chapter of his Cynegeticus, in the science 
and practice of the chase. 



Quis primus tulit ista viris ? hominumne Definme 
logeniis inventa ? dedit quis commoda tantaP 
Delia Fhillyridem primum Chirona fugaces 
In sparsos per rura greges, sylv&que vagantes 
Armavit, fecitque vias in commoda tanta. 



Natalis Comes 

de Venatione 

L. IV. 



2. For the connexion of the Chase with Military Tactics, see Xenophon de Vena- 
tione c. XII., the latter part of c. xiii. Cyropaedia L. i. u. v. Sitt rovro Srifiofft^ tov 
0ripfV ^irijUe'AoiToi' 8tj aXijdeardTri SoKel oSri) f) fiAerri rav irphs rhv ■7r6\inov flpou, 
L. Tin. c. XII. De Republic^ Lacedasmon. i;. iv. 

3. See Xenophon de Venat, c. ii. whence the Greek poet of the chase has derived 
the manners, dress, and weapons of his hunter : Oppian. Cyneget. i. 81. The 
curious reader will be amused with the illustration of Xenophon's second chapter; of 
Gratins's Cynegeticon, v. 332. and Oppian loc. cit, (all treating on the subject of the 
hunter's character, &c.) in Edmund de Langley'sJUtasSter of (fErattte ; wherein (c. xiz. 
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Chap. I. 



Omissions 
therein. 



:^' 



AERIAN 



that essentially qualify for entering on the chase ; — has given 
a description of pur^e-nets, hayes, and road-nets, * such as are 
necessary to be prepared — the mode of fixing snares for ani- 
mals that may be entrapped ^ — the natural history of hares, 
their food, haunts, forms, and the method of searching for 
them — what dogs are clever at scenting, and what faulty — 
and how, by their shape and work, each may be ascertained. 
Some few remarks are also left by him on the boar-hunt, the 
stag, bear, and lion chases — how these animals may be taken 
by cunning and stratagem. 

The omissions of his work (which do not appear to me to 
have arisen from negligence, but from ignorance of the Celtic 
breed of dogs, 6 and the Scythian and African horses,) I shall 



Xenophon 
de Venat. u. ii. 



Jul. Pollucis 

Ononiast. L. v. 

c. IV. 20. 27. 



Minshffil Enien- 
datio in voce 
Grei-hound. 



p. 70.) he tutors the hunter from the age of seven or eight (" for oo craft requireth al 
a mannys lif or he he parfite therof, &c.") in all the arcana of kennel management ; 
and particularly enjoins that he be " wel avised of his speche, and of his termys, and 
ever glad to lerne, and that he be no booster ne jangelere," &c.; and so Xenophon, 
iiriSviiovvTa toS Ipyov Kol tV (pm^v'EWijpa, t%v tk tiXiKiav k. t. \, 

4. Three varieties of nets were employed by Grecian sportsmen, apxies, Smria, and 
4voUa, corresponding to the Roman casses, retia, and plaga. See Xenophon de V. 
c. II. The first were conical, tunnel-shaped, purse-nets ; KeKpu^ii\if 5c hlxoffi Kari, rh 
"■X^/""' «'s o£^ Ka.Ta\fiyov<Tai : the second, nets or hayes for open places, for encircling 
coverts, &c. rii iv rots ifi.a\oh, Koil iVotte'Sois 'uniiiLeva : the third, road-nets, for being 
placed across roads, and tracks frequented by animals of chase, rk in reus iSois of 
Julius Pollux. 

5. Xenophon treats of entrapping deer, &c. de A^'enat. c. ix. ; of hares, &c. c. v. 
and VI. ; of dogs, &c. c. in. iv. and vii. ; of stag-hunting, &c. c. ix. ; of the boar- 
chase, t. X. ; of the bear and lion chases, &c. c. xi. ; and many of the same subjects 
are beautifully described in the Cynegetics of the poet of Anazarbus, and delineated 
in Montfaucon, Tom. in., and in the rare plates of Joannes Sliadanus and P. Galle, 
under the title of " Venationes Ferarum." 

6. ToC yevovs Twii Kwuv toS KcAtikoS— the greyhounds of modern days. Coursing 
having been first practised by the inhabitants of Gallia Celtica, the greyhound was 
called Kviiv KeKriKhs, canis Gallicus, (quibus Galli maxime utuntur, and not Grei- 
hound, q. Grecian hound, qu5d primum fuerit in usu inter Gracos). A splendid 
representation of this most elegant of the canine race is engraven by Pere Montfau- 
con, Tom. III. pi. 56. f. 5. from the Arch of Coustantine, from whose work it has 
been again copied on stone to illustrate tliis treatise. For an account of the Scythian 
and African horses, see notes on chap. xxni. and xxiv. 
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endeavour to fill up : being his namesake and fellow-citizen, '' 
of similar pursuits with himself, as a sportsman, a general, 
and a philosopher — writing under the same feeling that ac- 
tuated him, when he thought fit to amend the imperfections 
of Simon's work on horsemanship ; ^ not out of rivalry with 
its author, but from a conviction that his labours would be 
useful to mankind. 



Ch4P. I. 



In my opinion no proof is required that Xenophon was Chap. il. 

ignorant of the Celtic breed of dogs, beyond this : ^ that the , J'°°^t . 

, , , , o ' J of Xenophon s 

nations inhabiting that district of Europe were unknown, ^ ignorance of 

'^ Celtic Dogs. 



7. See Biographical Notice of Arrian in the prefatory matter. 

8. Xenophon de Re Equestri, c. i. gives his reason for uniting liis own opinions to 
those of Simon, and filling up the omissions of his predecessor's work : " because his 
friends would esteem his own opinions more deserving of confidence from agreeing 
with those of so able an equestrian ;" and moreover ha undertakes to supply from his 
own resources, whatever the dedicator of the brazen horse of the Eleusinium at Athens 
had omitted to notice. 

1. The two reasons in proof of the elder Xenophon's ignorance of the Celtic breed 
of Bwift -footed hounds are quite satisfactory : the one derived from the limited geo- 
graphical knowledge of the Greeks, the other from the comparative speed of the hare 
and hound, as described in his manual ; which statement is just the converse of what 
it would have been, had he been acquainted with the genuine greyhound. 

2. 'AyyaiffTO yiip ^v Tck W«i r^s E&()i«iin)s. The Greeks, in the elder Xenophon's 
days, appear to have known very little of the western countries of Europe, and scarce 
any thing even of Italy itself. It is true that there were, at that time, many Grecian 
colonies westward, and through them a knowledge of the productions of the more 
north-western interior might have reached the mother-country. But there was no 
particular inducement for the Greek merchants to penetrate far inland : and the Celts 
had not as yet crossed the Alps, nor even arrived at any part of the coast of the 
Mediterranean — any well-known country. The very distance at which the father of 
history places the Celts, viz. as " the most remote people in Europe, after the Cy- 
netes " is an indication of this fact. It is the opinion of Niebuhr that the navigators 
of Greece rarely visited the unexplored coasts of the occidental seas. Indeed, the 
interior of daul was unknown even to the Romans before the time of Julius Cassar. 
Although they were masters of Romana Provincia, a tract on the sea-coast conti- 
guous to Italy, they knew nothing of the multitudinous tribes spread over the country 
between the Rhine and the Ocean ; which latter were not thoroughly known, nor 
their manners and natural productions ascertained, till the visit of Augustus Cffisar ; 



Tepl 'ImriKTJS, 
c. I. 



Geography of 
Herodotus. 
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Chap. II. except the parts of Italy occupied by the Greeks, ^ and those 
with whom they had commercial intercourse by sea. And 



when probably the Romans first became acquainted with the native hound of the 
interior. 

It is impossible to speak with-»ny degree of certainty of the origin and distribution 
of the ancient Celtse, or GalStas, or Galli, as they were variously called by the 
Greeks and Romans. Whether derived from Ashkenez, the grandson of Noah ; or 
from Celtus, Gallus, and Illyricus, sons of Polyphemus ; or from Celtes, a king of 
Gaul, — matters not. Leaving these knotty points of genealogy to others, let it suffice 
that the Celts, at an early period, occupied a large portion of Western Europe. 
Herodotus mentions them in Melpomene a. 49, at ^(rxarot vphs tjXIov Siht^eW /ierh 
Kivrrras otKiovat tuv iv rff Eipdirri : and our author stales that Celtic legates came 

Expedit. Alex- to Alexander from the shores of the Ionian sea, iropc* KeATSc tZv iirl t^j 'loiilip leSAircp 
*" ' ' " tfKurjiivav ^kov. Extensive as the name must have been at that time, it was subse- 
quently confined to fewer tribes ; and, in the days of Julius Cssar, was appropriated 
to the inhabitants of Gallia Celtica, a territory between the Loire and Seine, which 
at a later period borrowed a new denomination from the celebrated colony of Lugdn- 

Csesar. de Bell °i^iiii or Lyons. " Gallia est omnia divisa in partes tres : quarum unara incolunt Belgae ; 

Gall. L. I. c. r. aliam Aquitani ; tertiam, qui ipsorum lingu^ Celts, nostr^ Galli appellantur." But 
I think it probable that Arrian did not intend to use the term Celtic in its limited 
sense, as having reference exclusively to the district of Gaul so denominated by 
Caesar, but as comprehending also the more southern parts of the country. So also 
Silius Italicus, L. in. , 



Fyrene cels^ nimbosi verticis arce 
Divisos Celtis alte prospeclat Iberos. 

And Oppian, in the conclusion of his third Halieutic : 

'FoSavoio irapct trrii/ia Briinfrrjpis 
KcXtoI— 

Indeed Strabo, L. i., Plutarch, in Caesare, in Crasso ; Appian, Bell. Civil. 2., and 
others, call the Gauls in general by the name of Celts ; and the ancient Greek geo- 
graphers knew of only two nations in Europe besides themselves, the Celts and the 
Scythae, the former in the West, the latter in the North. 

3. The specific name of Grains, or Graecus, by which Linnaeus, Ray, and others, 
have designated the greyhound, is unfortunate, as it has led to the erroneous opinion 
that he was known to ancient Greece ; whereas it is satisfactorily proved by the 
younger Xenophon, that his Athenian namesake was not only not acquainted with 
the Celtic breed of dogs, but that no dogs of similar qualities were known to his 
predecessor, when he wrote his celebrated treatise on Hunting. Skinner doubts the 
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that he was unacquainted with any other breed of dogs, re- 
sembhng the Celtic in point of swiftness, is evident from these 
words : — " whatever hares," he says, " are caught by dogs, 
become their prey, contrary to the natural shape of the animal, 
or accidentally." * Now, if he had been acquainted with the 
Celtic breed, I think he would have made the very same re- 
mark on the dogs ; " whatever hares the dogs do not catch at 
speed, they fail of catching in contradiction of their shape, or 
from some accidental circumstance." For assuredly when 
greyhounds are in good condition, and of high courage, no 



Cbap. II. 



truth of Minshew's assertion, already cited, of the Greeks having first employed the 
greyhound in the chase; " quod facile crediderim," says the former etymologist, 
" si authorem laud^sset," I know of no authority for such an assertion, and discredit 
the fact. Indeed, the belief of the existence of the courser's hound in ancient Greece 
may be traced to the misconceptions of the gentlemen " e Societate Jesn," and 
others, who have favoured us with their expositions of antiquity ; and who have 
understood every keen-nosed, latrant Spartan to be a genuine greyhound. Scholars, 
ignorant of natural history, and naturalists iguorant of classical learning, have alike 
given currency to the opinion, in opposition to the contrary statement of the text. 
Against which the assumption of Savary of Caen, 



Skinner, Ety- 
mologicon. 



Grscia pemiciem leporum Lacedaemona pridem 
Emisit, &c. 



Album Diana; 

Leporicidae, 

p. 5. 



and the quaint tale of Holinshed can have no weight. For with all due regard to the Historie of Ire- 
laborious Raphael, and his coadjutors in historical research, I think it far more con- lande, p. 8. 
sistent with probability that his " peerlesse honnde " was a Celtic greyhound, (to 
whom " pleasantnesse of mouth" is incorrectly granted by historic licence,) the 
associate of a Celtic Scot, proximately from Ireland, remotely from Celtic Gaul, than 
as " fetched so far as out of Graecia from a citie called Molosse, whence the breed of 
him first came." 

4. Contrary to what you would suppose would be the result of a contest of speed 
between them, on comparing the respective shapes of the two animals. The hare 
being made for speed, and 710* so the dog, the former, if caught by the latter, is 
caught TTUPci. (pimv adinaros : thence the inference of Arrian that Xenophon was un- 
acquainted with greyhounds, mlio are made for speed, is a fair deduction. The words 
of the latter are : Ktmh iriJSos !^ <i4 itoXKiKis intb tUv Kvvav Sii, th t&xos Kparurac 
Saoi S^ oAdrKOKTOi, iraph ^iaai rov a^nmos, -rixv & XP^fievof oiShi yhp twv Kctbc 
iVo;a67cfl€s TovTtp '6iioi6y iffri nphs hp6ii.ov aiyxieriu y&p 4ic roiolnav, K. t. \. 



De Venatione, 
c. V. 
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Chap. II. hare can escape them ; unless the country present some ob- 
stacles, either a covert to conceal her, or a hollow deep pit to 
break off the course, or a ditch to favour her escape while out 
of sight of the dogs. 

To this ignorance, in my opinion, is to be attributed the 
length of his instructions on driving the hare into nets, * and 
if she pass them, ^ pursuing and recovering her by scent, till 
she be taken, at last, completely tired out. But he has no 
where said either that fleet dogs altogether supersede the 
necessity of a sportsman having nets, ^ or of his hunting by 
scent after the hare has escaped them. Indeed he has de- 
scribed only the mode of hunting which js practised by the 
Carians and Cretans. * 



5. See Xenophon de Venat. c. vi. 

6. Ei TrapoSpifUK t&s UpKvs — if she pass by the tunnel or purse-nets without enter- 
ing iheir mouths. The &pKves or casses were placed, here and there, in the line of 
the main hayes, S^KTva or retia ; and as the hare passed along exploring a place of 
escape, terrified by the formido above, and the meshes below, (continuous except 
where the purse-nets with the running noose, $p6xos or laqueus, were introduced,) 
she attempted to pass at the supposed opening, and became by her struggles en- 
tangled in the purse, which immediately closed at its slip-knot entrance. Arrian, 
perhaps, uses the term &pKvs generically for every variety of net, and not specifically 
for the tunnel. See the Venationes Ferarum of Johannes Stradensis and Fhilippus 
Galle, tab. xviii. " Sic leporem in laqueos agitant," &c. 

7. In the 21st chapter Arrian remarks that greyhounds answer every purpose, and 
supersede the use of nets altogether : he there writes Tcks &yaShs as synonymous to 
rhs iiKiias ; and the latter epithet being more distinctive of the hounds intended to 
be designated, I have so translated the former epithet in the present instance. Any 
dog may be good of his kind, but a greyhound alone fleet. 

8. Diana having been particularly worshipped in Crete, on the authority of Ovid's 

Ovid. Fast. Pallada Cecropiae, Minora Creta Dianam 



L. iir. 



Vulcanum tellus Hypsipilsa colit, 



we expect to find the inhabitants addicted to hunting ; and such was their character 

DeNatur^Ani- according to iElian : Kiwi' Kp^ffo-o koi5i(uj, koI oAthcJ), ko! opa^aaiais aivrpo^f koI 

mal. L. III. nhnoi koI amol Kp%Tes towvtovs ofirofis wupaSfiKvvaiv, Kcti SSei ^ 4>4/ti). But it is 

worthy of notice that although Arrian attributes to Xenophon a description of the 

hunting priictices alone of the Cretans and Carians, there is no mention, in the Cyne- 



c. ir. 
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But such of the Celts as hunt for the beauty of the sport, Chap. III. 
and not as a means of livehhood, never make use of nets. Ceiiic Saga- 

. J . „ ciuas Hounde. 

And yet they have a vanety of dog not less clever at hunting 

on scent than the Carian and Cretan/ but in shape sorry 

brutes. ^ In pursuit these give tongue with a clanging howl 

like the yelping Carians, but are more eager, when they catch 

the scent. ^ Sometimes, indeed, they gladden so outrageously, 

even on a stale trail, that I have rated them for their excessive 

barking, — alike on every scent, whether it be of the hare going Tiieir Qualities. 

to form, or at speed. * In pursuing and recovering her, when 



geticiis of the latter, of these ardent spartsmen or their hounds, save that in his 

chapter on boar-hunting he orders Indians, Cretans, Locrians, and Spartans to be 

taken to the field, as a fit pack to contend with such ferocious game, lii) tos imrv- Xenophon. de 

Xoi(ras (picked dogs) Iva ETOtyuoi So-i iroA-e/^eic t^ Bijpiiji. 

Arrian's meaning therefore must be that Xenophon's description, such as it is, (in 
hare-hunting confined to the Castorian and Foxite hounds,') is applicable to the Ca- 
rian and Cretan sporting alone, and can have no reference whatever to the peculiar 
practices of the Celtic coursers. However, I do not believe the-difference between 
the Spartan and Cretan or Carian hounds to have been very marked, and Xenophon, Ejusdem c. iii- 
possihly, may have included the two latter with the former in his general classifica- 
tion of KatrrSptat and a^coireKiSes. 

1. Tb Kapiicb;' Kot KpriTm6i>. The Cretan and Caiian hounds were amongst the 
most celebrated of antiquity — powerful, quick-scented, and nimble. For a full 
account of them see the Appendix. 

2. The Celtic beagle, or Segusian hound, is well known to modem sportsmen, 
answering exactly to the description here given of him. See the Appendix. 

3. AuToJ Ixfeiovtrtti irtii' Khayy^ xat i\ayii$. So Oppian, 

&\\' iTrdr ix"^"^ "'/'^ Snieplolo Tux^irj?, Oppian. Cyn. i. 

, , I.- I 505. 

KayxaKaa,, icvu%ei re Kex^P/^^""^- 

4. T^ Spoiioilip ov fJLiiov ii -rif eivalta. Holsten has here misapprehended his author 
in the version of the 1st edition. Xenophon, with his usual accuracy, explains the 

difference of the two scents : ri fikv ehvaia, & \ayi>s iropeuerai iij>i(7Tifievos, Tci Si Spa- jy^ Venat. t. v. 
ftaia TtJxw- The former is of course a stronger scent than the latter ; for the hare 7. 

goes slowly to her form, often stopping, and saturating the ground with her trail ; but 
her pace, when pursued, is quickened, and leaves less impregnation. VVase ihinks 

K 
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Chap. III. started, they are not inferior to the Carians or Cretans, save in 
the one point of speed. 

It is good sport, if they kill but a single hare in the winter 
season, so much resting-time do they give her in the chase ; 
unless, indeed, by being frightened out of her wits at the 
tumultuous uproar of the pack, she become an easy prey. 
Name. These dogs are called Segusians, ^, deriving their name from 

a Celtic people, amongst whom, I suppose, they were first 
bred, and held in repute. But« all that can be said about 
them has been anticipated by the elder Xenophon. For they 
manifest nothing different from others in their mode of finding, 
or hunting their game ; — having no pecuharity, unless one 
Shape, &c. Were inclined to speak of their shape, which I scarce think 
worth while, except merely to say, that they are shaggy and 
ugly; and such as are most high-bred are most unsightly. 
So that the comparison of them to mendicants on the high- 
ways is popular with the Celts. For their voice is dolorous 
and pitiful ; and they do not bark on scent of their game, as if 
eager and savage, but as if plaintively whining after it. 
Celtic Swift- About these, then, I do not think any thing memorable can be 
footed Hounds. ^^^^^^^^ g^^ ^j^g swift-footed Celtic hounds are called in the 
Vertragi. Celtic tongue ouEgTpayoi ; "! — not deriving their name from any 
particular nation, like the Cretan, Carian, or Spartan dogs : 



Wase's Preface the " accessiisque abitusque ferarum " of Gratius (Cjneg. v. 242.) has the same 

to his Irausla- nieaning as these terms of Xenophon. Elane's translation is liere, as in almost every 
tion' of Gratius. ,,,,.„, 

passage of the least dimculty, erroneous. 

5. 'Eyovalai. The Segusiani were inhabitants of Gallia Celtica on the western 
Caesar. DeB.G. side of the Rhone. " Hi sunt extra provinciam trans Rhodanum primi." By Cicero 

L. I. 5. 10. (.jjgy 2jg palled Sebusiani (pro P. Quintio). See C. Venatid Class II. in the 
Appendix. 

6. Xenophon's observations on the mode of hunting of the dogs he has described, 
(viz. the Castorian and Foxite hounds of Sparta,) have anticipated all that can be 
said about these Segusian beagles. See Xenoph. de Venat. c. in. u. iv. and c. vi. 
The latter hounds are not mentioned in the Cynegeticus of the elder Xenophon. 

7. Oieprpayoi — Vertragi, Veltrachae. See the etymology of this Celtic term ex- 
plained in the Appendix, C. Venatici Class III. Our author is mistaken in deriving 
the term iirh Trjs axirriTos. Its roots are velt campus, and racha canis. 
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but, as some of the Cretans are named SiaTrovot^ from workina; Chap. in. 
hard, (Tajnals from their keenness, and mongrels from their being 
compounded of both ; so these Celts are named from their 
swiftness. In figure, the most high-bred are a prodigy of Their Beauty, 
beauty ; ^'' — their eyes, their hair, their colour, and bodily 
shape throughout. Such brilliancy of gloss is there about the 
spottiness of the parti-coloured, and in those of uniform colour 
such glistening over the sameness of tint, as to afford a most 
delightful spectacle to an amateur of coursing. 

I will specify the indications of speed and good breeding in Chap. IV. * 

greyhounds, ^ and by attention to what points ill-bred and and'goo'dBlMd. 
slow ones may be distinguished from them. 

In the first place, let them be lengthy from head to tail ; 2 Derived from 

Shape. 

- — . 1^ ^ _ — 

8. ^livovot. So named, according to Pollux, because they not only kept up the Onomast. L. v, 
contest through the day, but slept near their antagonists, and went to work again in ^' '• * 

the morning. " Perdita nee serae meminit decedere nocti." Varius. Apud Macrob. 

9. The iTo/iol are probably the wdptmrm of Pollux. Satumal. 

10. TV S« ISiav, KoAcic ti xPW'' «<"> ^''- How characteristic of the apiip 6ripevri- 

Khs of the text is this burst of admiration of the Vertragus, the fleetest and most 

beautiful of hounds ! " Of all dogs whatsoever the most noble and princely, strong, The Countrey 
■ VI T. J r .» Fanne. c.xxii. 

nimble, swift, and valient. 

* Blaue omits this and ten succeeding chapters, 

1. Ae'Jtti Sh Kol aMs, &c. " I too," says Arrian, " will relate the indications," 
&c. ; for Xenophou had also written on the external character of dogs, and it was 
Arrian's intention not to recapitulate what his predecessor had already discussed, but 
to fill up the lacuniB of his treatise. The variety of hound, however, described by 
the elder Xenophon being different, and the indications of excellence equally so, it 
was necessary for the younger Athenian also to enter on the subject of external 
character. 

2. MoKpa! faraiaav Imh Ki<j>aKris 4r' oipdv. So Xenophon of the Spartans, xph Be Venatione, 
tlvoi fieyiKas, &c. Length of body is insisted on by the ancients as an essential q^J^\^^' 
characteristic of yevmidrris in the horse, cow, and dog. Gratius notes the " longum ^g_ 272. 
latus " of the latter, and Oppian his ivniceSaphv Kparephv Se'/toi, as necessary to per- Oppian. Cyneg. 
fection.ofform. Such a structure is generally indicative of speed: and as an example '• 

the writer may specify a high-bred greylionnd in his own possession, 5 feet 2 inches 
long: 

Ocyor cervis, et agente nimbos Horat. L. i. 

Ocyor Euro. O''- ''"■ 
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Chap. IV. 



External 
Character 
generally. 



for in every variety of dog, you will find, on reflection, no one 
point so indicative of speed and good breeding as length ; and 
on the other hand, no such mark of slowness and degeneracy 
as shortness. So that I have even seen dogs with numerous 
other faults, that have been, on account of their length, both 
swift and high-couraged. And farther, the larger dogs, ^ 
when in other respects equal, show higher breeding than small 
ones on the very score of size. But those large dogs are bad, 
whose limbs are unknit, and destitute of symmetry ; * being 
indeed, when so formed, worse than small dogs, with an equal 
share of other faults attached to them. 

Your greyhounds should have light and well-articulated 
heads ; ^ whether hooked ^ or flat nosed is not of much con- 



Sir Walter 
Scott. 



Rhetoric. L. 

t. V. 



Folluc. Onom. 
L. V. c. X. 57. 



Xenophon. de 
Venat. u. iii. 

ifflagBter ot 
CBame, c. xv. 

fol. 66. 



Vlitius, the learned editor of the Poetae Venatici, mentions that greyhounds were 
called in his day, kkt' l^oxh"} " '*' '""g" dogs," as by modern coursers. 

3. Kal jttV x"' <"' /ieifores — ev(pv4aTfpai ran (riMKpHv. 

Our most distinguished modem greyhounds, as Millar, " facilis cui plurima 
palma," Snowball, and others, have been large dogs, lengthy, muscular, and low on 
the legs : 

Who knows not Snowball ? he whose race renown'd 
Is still victorious on each coursing ground ? 
SwafFham, Newmarket, and the Roman Camp, 
Have seen them victors o'er each meaner stamp. 

If we qualify the size by the conditions laid down by Aristotle in the aperal a^fia- 
ros, we shall probably hit the mark as to neyeBos, whose dpcrj; is de6ned rh {nrepex^iv 
Karh. rh firlKos, Kol ^dQos, Kid TT\(iros, tuv voWwv, roaovrtp fiel^ovi, Siffre /x^ fipaSv- 
Tcpas tokIv rh,s Ktviia^is iih. tV inrepfioX'tjv. 

4. Pollux has well observed aperai 8e kvvuv, Airb /uv ad/fuiTos, lipyaKai, fmSh affuyu- 

fiSTpol, flTjde &I'c£p|UO0TUt. 

The Vertragi, like Xenophon's Spartan Fdxites, should not be high on the legs, 
nor loose-made — at i>fni\<d (likv no! lurififi-eTpoi, liaivTaicTa ?X'"'<''«' t^ adinaTa, Papons 
5iaipoiTm<Tiv — they labour in their course. 

" The good greyhounde," says Edmund de Langley, " shuld be of middcl asise,. 
neither to moche neither to litel, and then is he good for alle beestis," &c. 

5. Tlie head of the greyhound is a remarkable feature in his external character: 



Oppian.Cyneg. 
1.401. 



&pKUlV ^S^ K^pTJVOV, 

KOv(t>oii, ivy\7iP0P, Kvaiial ariKfiotev UTrtoiroI' 
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sequence : nor does it greatly matter whether the parts beneath 
the forehead be protuberant with muscle. '' They are alone 
bad which are heavy-headed, having thick nostrils, with a 
blunt instead of a pointed termination. Such then are well- 
headed hounds. Their eyes should be large, up-raised, clear, 
strikingly bright. The best look fiery, and flash like lightning, 
resembling those of leopards, lions, or lynxes. ^ Next to these 



Chap. IV. 



6. Xenopbon reprobates hook-nosed bounds, at Se ypmrdl lunoiioi, Kat Sict toSto oi 
Harexouiri t)>v \a7oii. PoUus would have the heads light and airy, Koi!i|>ai xa! (tipo- 
poi : and when speaking on human anatomy, explains the terms 7pu7ra2 and trijuai, 
tjri Sh ToB (Tijuou, ipaliis hv Sis taTiv t) ^h iK niaav KoiXtf Sxrirep ivl toB ypmoii, fi)s 
Ka/nrdAi). Many of tbe features of Pollux's portrait of the C. Venaticus are appro- 
priate to the Celtic hound. See Onomast. L. v. c. 37. 

Tbe more modem Cynegetica agree, in all important points, with tbe structure 
approved by Arrian : " A greihounde shnld have a longe hede and somdele greet 
ymakyd in the manere of a luce, a good large moutbe and good sesours the on agein 
the other, so that the nether jawes passe not hem above, ne that thei above passe not 
hem by nether."' 



A grehonnde sholde be 
Heeded lyke a snake. 



De Venat. 
cm. also 0. iv. 
Onomastic. L. 

V. c. 37. 
Onomastic. L. 
II. c. ir. 73. 



^agster of 
fiSame, c xv, 

fol. 66. 



Book of 

Hawkyng, &c. 

1486. 



" Capite et coUo ohlongis," says Belisarius : " longo et piano capite," Albertus. Markham's 
" He should have a fine, long, lean head, with a sharp nose rush-grown, from tbe .^^^"tjYd 48* 
eyes downwards." 

7. 'IviiSri — sinewy. Xenophon says, ivdSri tA KiTuBen ray fier^Trmv : but his 
namesake is indifferent on this point. 

8. Oppian describes tbe eyes of lions as 



and again, 



"O/t/uoTa 5" aly\ii€VTa : 



Kal wphs mrrpiiTrrovfftv air' icpOaXiiiiv anapuyal : 



Cyneg. iii. 
V. 26. 



V. 32. 



of the leopard or panther. 



vfifia tpaeLvhVf 

y\avKi6ufft Kopai fi\eipdpois imb (lapiialpomi., 
y\avKi6cD(rtv i/JiOv re, Kal ^vSoBi ipotviiraovrai 
aieonhats keAai, vvpiAa/iwUs : 



V. 69. 
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Chap. IV. are black eyes, provided they are wide-open and grim-looking ; 
and last of all, grey : 9 nor are these to be considered bad, nor 
indicative of bad dogs, provided they are clear, and have a 
savage look. 



Chap. V. For I have myself bred up a hound whose eyes are the 

Episode on grevest of the grey ; ^ a swift, hard-working, courageous, 

Horm6. sound-footed dog, and, in his prime, a match, at any time, tor 

four hares. He ^ is, moreover, (for while I am writing, he is 



Cyneg. iii. 
V. 90. 



iKaaster of 
©anw, c. XV. 

fol. 66. 



of the lynx, 



tficpSev arfiirTovixi. 



9. Xenophon de Venat. c. iii. condemns blink-eyed and grey-eyed hounds as bad 
and unsightly, oiVxpai ipaaica : but Oppian particularly specifies blue eyes as pre- 
ferable to all others ; and I have known many azure-eyed dogs of great merit. The 
darker the eye, however, the better. " Her eynne shuld be," according to De 
Langley, " reed or blak as of a sphauke :" — " full and clear, with long eye-lids," 
according to Markham. The reader of Anacreon will understand the sort of eye 
admired in the greyhound, from the 



Anacreon. Od. 

XXIX. 



fi4\av &[iiM yopyhv etrrctf 



of the 29th Ode ; and at the same lime, perhaps, smile at the quotation. 

1. The early part of this chapter, devoted to the portraiture of the author's beloved 
Horm^, interrupts his general description of the greyhound's shape, which he again 
resumes after gratifying his personal feelings in an affectionate interlude of canine 
biography ; ostensibly introduced to prove that a blue-eyed hound (kiJi/o xopoiri^i', 
olav xopoiraiT(£T7ji') may possess all the essential excellencies of his race. 

2. I have taken the liberty of changing the sex of this favourite dog, according to 
the example of Holsten ; because I think it probable that Arrian may have used the 
feminine gender here, and generally through the treatise, not from the animal spoken 
of having been really of that sex, bat from its being usual with Xenophon and other 
classic authors to employ the feminine gender when speaking of the dogs of the chase. 
Indeed, it has been remarked by Eustathius and others, that such was the custom of 

P' the ancient Greek writes, whenever they spoke of any kind of animals collectively. 

But Arrian does not apply the feminine gender to dogs gregatim only, but also indivi- 
dually : and the same prevalence of this gender is also observable in the Latin poets. 



Stephani Sche. 
diasm. L. ir. 

Eustath. 
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yet alive), most gentle, and kindly-affectioned ; ' and never 
before had any dog such regard for myself, and friend and 
fellow-sportsman, Megillus. * For when not actually engaged 
in coursing, he is never away from one or other of us. 
But while I am at home he remains within, by my side, ac- 
companies me on going abroad, ^ follows me to the gymnasium, 



Chap. V. 



It must be confessed, however, that the name Honn6 (Angl. Rush) is more applica- 
• ble to a bitch than a dog. 

3. It is generally belis^red that greyhounds have very weak attachments; and the Chronique de 
fickle companions of Charles de Blois and of Richard II. favour such an opinion. Froissait, and 
But against these well-known examples of canine infidelity, we may place others of Johnnes's 
extraordinary attachment to their lords ; at the head of which let Horm^ stand, Transl. V. iv. 
vptfordrri (cal ^i\ai'0puirori£T7), the beloved and affectionate hound of the founder of 
the leash : 



Fossem multa canum variorum exempla referre, 
Ni pigeat studium parvarum noscere rerum. 



Natalis Comes 
de Venat. L. i. 



To the tales of inviolable attachment recorded by the royal pen of Edmund Duke of 
York, of " the greiliounde boothe good and faire of Kyng Apollo of Lyonnys," and 
the " wel good and faire greihounde that was Aubries of Mondidert," the reader is 
referred for farther examples ; nor should he forget the martyr Charles's dying eulogy 
of the Celtic hound. 

Vide J. C. Scaliger de Subtil, ad Card. Exerc. ccii. the last of the Hiatoriie Duae 
Nobilissimee, sect. 6. 

4. " Amans dominorum adulatio." 

nulla homini mage prodiga grati 

Officii quadrupes, domiuisque fidelior ipsis ! 

says the kind-hearted poet of Venusium : and again, 

Usque sequetur ovans, tua nee vestigia quoquam 
Deseret, at lateri semper comes ibit herili. 
Sistis iter ? sistit — properas ? velociiis Euro 
Scindit in obliquum campos, &c. 



iCtasster ot 
ffiame, c. xn. 

fol. 47^19. 



Cicero de Na- 
ture Deor. 



J. Darcii Ve- 
nusini Canes. 



5. The following lines from a canine epitaph, " De Mopso fidissimo cane," are 
not inapposite : 

Custos assiduus domi forisque 
Noslri principis, et comes fidelis : 



Septem Illust. 
Vir. Poemata 
Amst. 1672. 
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Chap. V. and, while I am taking exercise, sits down by me. On my 
return he runs before me, often looking back to see whether I 
had turned any where out of the road ; ^ and as soon as he 
catches sight of me, showing symptoms of joy, and again 
trotting on before me. If I am going out on any government 
business, he remains with my friend, and does exactly the 
same towards him. He is the constant companion of which- 
ever may be sick ; '' and if he has not seen either of us for 
only a short time, he jumps up repeatedly by way of saluta- 
tion, and barks with joy, as a greeting to us. At meals he 
pats us first with one foot and then with the other, ^ to put us 
in mind that he is to have his share of food. 9 He has also 



Equo seu fuit ire, sive curru, 
Seu trit^ pedibus vi^ Toluptas. 
Hinc me carior hand erat ; nee alter 
Posthac est aliis futuius annis 
Me cams magis, aut magis peritus 
Blandiii domino, &c. 



J. Dai'cii Venu- 
sini Canes. 



Vanierii Pi»d. 
Rustic. L. IV. 



6. 'EiravloyTOS irpoeuri, Saiuvli imaTpe<poiJt.4p7i, K. t. \. 

si post terga relinquas, 

(Nam dominum crebro aspiciens observat euntem) 
lUe moram corsu pensat, viden' ecce repente 
A tergo ut vultuque hilaris blanditur amico, &c. 

7» fidas ad litnina custos 

Excubias agit, et nutus observat heriles ; 
Ut quo jussa vocant velocior advolet : idem 
Nunc hilari congaudet hero, nunc iristior cegro 
Assidet. 



S. So Calpumius of the pet stag : 



Eclog. VI. 35. 



sequiturque vocantem 

Credulus, et mensae nou improba ponigit ora. 

9. The ancients cleansed their hands with the soft crumb of bread after meals, and 
threw it to their dogs. These pieces of bread were called am/iaySaAlai : the fid- 
J^lynara of the Homeric simile : 
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many tones of speech ><> — more than I ever knew in any other 
dog — pointing out, in his own language, whatever he wants. 

Having been beaten, when a puppy, with a whip, if any 
one, even at this day, does but mention a whip, he will come 
up to the speaker cowering and begging, ** applying his mouth 



Chap. V. 



aaivaa', (aUX yh,p re ipipa neiAlyiiara fluiUoO). 



Homer. Odyss. 
X. 21G. 



Hence probably Juvenal's 
10. Xlo\v(p8oyyos, 



' sordes farris mordere canini." 



Hanc tu si queritur, loqui putabis. 
Sentit tristitiamque gaudiunique. 



Martial. Is 
Publii. 



Did Horm^'s " verba canina" (Ovid, in Ibin) extend to the imitation of spoken lan- 
guage, as in the memorable case of M. Leibnitz's dog, recorded by him (" temoin ocu- 
laire") in the Hist, de I'Acad. Royale des Sciences, ann. 1715 ? or are we to under- 
stand that this most musical of hounds, ^i\o(^0(!77a>i' wKurdTt) aKvXdianv, only " gave 
tongue," like his congeners, with various intonations of bark ? 



Anyta 
Epidauria. 



o^eiy 6\aK^ x^^^^^ K^ves itpQiyyomo — 



Apollon. Rhod. 
L. in. 1216. 



making up by intelligence, and significancy of action, for deficiency of speech : 



avSpoiihiv <pp4m Saxe koI oi fiporirii' T6pe ipavriv. 



Nonni Diony- 
siac. L. XVI. 



Nunc blande assiliebat hue et illuc 
Ludeus, atque avido appetebat ore. 
Erectis mode cruribus, bipesque 
Mense adstabat herili, heroque ab ipso 
Latratu tenero cibum petebat. 



Andreas Nau- 
gerius, Caim. v. 
Illustr. Poetar. 



11. 'TitoTtrii^tttra \iirape! — 



The fawning hound 
Salutes thee cow'ring. 



The Chace. 
B.I. 



Plorantes fugiunt summisso corpore plagas. 
L 



Lucretius. 
L. V. 1071. 
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Chap. V, 



Physical 

indications 

resumed. 



to the man's as if to kiss him, and jumping up, will hang on 
his neck, and not let him go until he has appeased his angry 
threats.i2 

Now really I do not think that I should be ashamed to 
write even the name of this dog ; that it may be left to pos- 
terity, that Xenophon the Athenian had a greyhound called 
Horm^, of the greatest speed and inteUigence, ^^ and altogether 
supremely excellent.^* 

Let the ears of your greyhounds be large and soft, is so as 
to appear, from their size and softness, as if broken. Such 
are best : but it is no bad indication if they appear erect, pro- 
vided they are not small and stiff. ^^ The neck should be long, 



Buffon, H. N. 
Le Chien. 



12. " Plus sensible au souvenir des bienfaits qu'a celui des outrages, il ne se 
rebute pas par les mauvais traitemens, il les subit, les oublie, ou ne s'en souvient que 
pour s'attacher davantage ; loin de s'irriter ou de fiiir, il leclie cette main, instrument 
de douieur, qui vient de le frapper ; il ne lui oppose que la plainte, et la d^sarme 
enfin par la patience et la soumission." 

13. 2o</>a;TctT97. Plato also has Kiaiv ffo^aTdTOSt 

14. 'Upordrn — " holiest ;" Encycl. Metropol., article " Hunting." It is scarcely 
possible to express this epithet in English. Zeune's Index Graecitatis gives " prae- 
stantissima." I do not like Mr. Smedley's translation, E. M. ; and yet I cannot 
suggest a better in its place than that of the version. A coursing friend substitutes 
" perfectly divine." 

15. He now returns from his beautiful episode on Horra^ to the physical indica- 
tions of excellence in greyhounds generally. The conque of the ear is semi-pen- 
dulous, and yet the greyhound has the power of elevating it with as much ease as the 
less reclaimed varieties of dog. This particular structure gives the appearance, no- 
ticed in the text, of the ear being broken ; and also adds to its seeming magnitude. 

16. The modem courser prefers the small ears of the Oppianic hound. 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
I. V. 403. 



^aict 8* liTrepQiV 



CJap. XV. tnl. 

66. 



Nemesian. 
Cyneget. 113. 



and excludes the pricked ear, the " rectse aures " of Fracastor. Albertus recom- 
mends " aures acutae retrorsum directae, et parvas :" the Mayster of Game, "the 
eerys smal and hie in the maner of » serpent :" Gervase Markham, " a sharp ear, 
short, and close-falling :'' but the most correct notion of the ears of a perfect grey- 
hound is imparted in the line 

Cuique nimis molles fluitent in cursibus aures — 
of the Carthaginian poet. 
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round, and flexible ; i'^ so that if you forcibly draw the dogs 
backwards by their collars, it may seem to be broken, from its 
flexibility and softness. Broad chests are better than narrow. 
Let them have shoulders standing wide-apart, *^ not tied toge- 



Chap. V. 



17. 



Seipii liTiKtSavii, Kai crijiea vipBe Kparaict, 
evp4a. 



Oppian. Cyoeg. 
1. 405. 



Oa the necessity of a long neck all the Cynegetica, ancient and modem, are agreed ; 
but there is a difiference of opinion on the formation of the chest. " The neke," 
according to De Langley, should be " grete and longe, bowed as a swannes nek.'' 
" Pectore acuto," says Belisarius, " costis inferius longis, et ad ima paululilm tra- 
hentibus : prsecoidiis lateribusque ita amplis, ut sine diflicultate canes spiritum 
trahant. Nam qu3 facilior respiratio fuerit, tanto expeditiores ad cursum erunt." 
Albertus agrees with him in all points of importance. Juliana's portrait is " neckyd 
lyke a drake :" Markham's, " a long neck, a little bending, with a loose hanging 
wezand ; a broad breast, straight fore-legs, and side-hollow ribs.'' 

Topsel translates from Albertus an invention " to make a greyhound have a long 
neck," far too ridiculous to be extracted. Indeed, this worthy Bishop of Ratisbon 
fully merits the character given of him by Sir Thos. Brown, " that he hath delivered 
most conceits, with strict enquiry into few :" and the Rector of St. Botolph's, Alders- 
gate, is a close copyist of all his absurdities. 

18. The following lines complete the accurate portrait of the Cilician poet : 

Til vp6(rBev S4 t' o\ifoTe'pai irrfSe earuv, 

opBoTivits KliKlDV TBWwl 8oAlx4pE« IffTol, 

iipies wfuytrXdrcut if\evpuv itrucdipiTta rapcrck, 
off^ies fS(TapK0i, /t,}] jrloves- airhp Siriorflc 
arpitpvii t' iKr6Si6s re ir^\o« SoXixifcKios oip^]. 
Toioi likv ravaoiffiv i<f)inr\l^aiVTO SpSiwtffi 
SipKots, ^8* 4\d(pourtv, &i\\6iroSl re AB7ai^. 



iUffSSter Of 

ffiame. c. xv. 

fol. 66. 
Belisar. Aqniv. 

Aragoneus 
de Venatione. 

Booke of 
Hawkyng, &c. 



Hist, of Four- 
footed Beasts, 
&c. 1657. 

"Vulgar Errors. 
B.I. 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
1. 406. 



Nemesian is brief, but highly illustrative : 



Elige tunc cursu facilem, facilemque recursu, 
Seu Lacedaamonio natara, seu rure Molosso, 
Non humili de gente canem. Sit cruribus altis, 
Sit rigidis, multamque gerat sub pectore lato 
Costarum, sub fine decenter prona, carinam, 
QuEB sensim sursus siccS. se colligat alvo, 
Renibus ampla satis vadis, diductaque coxas, 
Cuique nimis molles fluitent in cursibus aures. 



Nemesian. 
Cyneg. 106. 
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Chap. V. ther, but as loose, and free from each other, as possible— legs 
round, straight, and well-jointed — sides strong — loins broad, 
firm, not fleshy, but sinewy — upper flanks loose and supple *9 — 
hips wide asunder — lower flanks hollow — tails fine, long, rough 
with hair, supple, flexible, and more hairy towards the tip — 



Onomasticon. 

L. V. i;. A. 



Belisarius 



Alcon. Fracastorius's canine portrait, " Sint armi lati, sint aque pectora lata," &c. are of 
doubtful application. 

Pollux adds to the perfection of the fore-legs by saying they should be /iJ; vpoS- 
XovTO, KOTck Toiis a7KMCos — " not out at the elbows :" and Xenophon would haTe the 
Spartan dog straight both in the leg and at the elbow. 

" Ilia sint angusta et compressa : venter exilis, nam crassus currentem gravat. 
de Venatione. Crura alta, brachia non sque, ne leporis capturam impediant. Anteriores pedes, ut 
in fele, rotundi potius quam longi." 

19. The terms Xaylivis and Keveuves are often confounded as synonymous. Arrian 
and the elder Xenophon use the term \ay6vts to designate (speaking anatomically) 
that part of the lumbar region, behind the last or short ribs, where the kidneys are 
situate, the upper and anterior part of the Banks : Keveuves, the lower and posterior 
part of the flanks. 

Aristotle observes that the best Canes Venatici are well tucked-up in the fianks, 
iSoi S" &v Tis KciJ run K.VVWV Tahs <pi\oSi)poTd,Tovs eb^ivovs Svras. Such was the Ovi- 
dian Ladon, 



Aristot. Phy' 
siognom. c. v: 



Metam. L. iii. 



Substricta gerens Sicyonius ilia Ladon. 



Cjap. XV. 
fol. 66. 



The Mayster of Game is here peculiarly illustrative of the text, fashioning the 
greyhound to perfection : " her shuldres as a roobuk. The for legges streght and 
greet ynow and nought to hie legges, the feet straught and rounde as <t catte and 
greet clees, — the boone and the joyntes of the chyne greet and hard as the chyne of 
an hert. Eke be reson his chynne shuld be a litel hie, for it is better than it were 
flatt, &c. &c. — the thyes grete and squarred as an hare, the houghes streight and not 
crompyng as of an oxe, a cattes tayle makyng a ryng at eende and not to hie, the to 
boonys of the chyne behynd brode of a large pame or more. Also ther byne many 
greihoundes with longe tailles ryght swift," &c. 



Book of Hawk- 
yng,&c.l496. 



Fotyd lyke a catte : 
Tayllyd lyke a ratte : 
Syded lyke a teme, 
And chynyd lyke a beme- 



finishes the doggerel of the Sopewell portrait. 



ON COURSING. 



85 



haunches sweeping, and firm to the touch : ^° — with regard to 
their legs, if the hind ones are longer than the fore, the grey- 
hound will run best up hill ; if the fore legs are longest, down 
hill ; but if both are equal, he will run best on a flat. 21 Since, 
however, it is more difficult to beat a hare on an acclivity, 
because she runs best up hill, those are deemed the better 
class of dogs, whose hind legs are longer than their fore ones.*'^ 
Round and strong feet are decidedly best. ^^ 



Chap. V. 



20. Einrayrj — well-filleted ? Fillet, " musculosiuT pars femoris sic dicta, quia ed 
loci magni et validi tendines et nervi insignes, qui piopter longitadinem, filorum 
speciem exhibent, occurrunt." 

So Markhatn : " a straight square and flat back, short and strong iilletB ; a broad 
space between the hips ; a strong stem or tail, and a round foot, and good large 
clefts." Elsewhere, he says : " a long, bioad, and square beame back, with high 
round fillets" — " hee must be deepe swine sided, with hollow bended ribs, and a full 
biest ; he must have rush growne limbes before, and sickell houghs behind ; a fine, 
round, full cat's foot, with strong cleyes and tough soles, and an even growne long 
rat's tail, round turning at the lower end from the leash ward ; and hee must bee full 
set on betweene the buttockes," &c. 

21. The Cynosophium has the same remarks on the relative length of the fore and 
hind legs; see -sect. iv. p. 262. 

22. XP^iii Se (TKOTcAou fiec avimeos ifii itiyoio 
CfieoBai irpoBiovra iroiaKca ipS\a KayuHv, 
vphs Se KirafTa aotp^ffi irpoiaiBelxiiriv iKaivuv. 
ainiKa yh.p aidXaxis re Kol hvipas iBfrhamirn 
vphs \6(pov Movaiv, inel niKa ytvdiTKOviriv 
Sm irdpoiQev eacrw' oXifrfrepot trSdes ahrots* 
ToVi/eKa ^rjtSiai vriiKeacri ircXowri KO\wvai, 
piftimt vT^Keaat, Svadintts IwireXdr'pa'i, 



Skinner 
Etymolog. 



Conntrey 

Contentments. 

B.I. p. 48. 

The Countrey 
Farme. c. xxii. 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
IV. V. 425. 



And iGlian, De Natur^ Animalium, states the advantage and disadvantage of this 

shape to the hare : rh S^ avdinrj fiev naX fit|i7i\4 oJ Ao7fi) i,va94ov(n p^arv t& yip toi Lib. xiii. c. 14. 

KurSTny Ku\a licaepSrepa ^xo""" TSy iimpoaeiv, koX mraBiovatv oIk Sfwlm, Amrci yhp 

airohs rSiv voSav ri ivamiov : — a circumstance well known to every courser, and not 

forgotten in the " Questions '' of Dame Juliana's poetical manual, 



Tell me, maister, (quoth the man) what dooth it skill 
Why the hare would so faine runne against the hil 1 
Quoth the maister, for her leggs be shorter before. 
And therfore she desireth to run that way evermore. 



The Booke of 

Hunting, &c. 

Edmund Allde. 

15S6. 
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Chap. VI. 

Colour of no 
importance. 



The colour of greyhounds is not of any importance ; * 
does it matter if they are perfectly black, red, or white ; 



nor 
nor 



23. Bad-footed hounds, however high-couraged, are unatle to bear work, accord- 
ing to Xenophon, on account of the pain they endure in running, 5i& rb &\yos ray 
itoSSj'. No cynegeticon omits the essential feature of a well-formed foot ; which, in 
Illustrations of Wase's words, should be " round, high-knuckled, and well-clawed, with a dry hard 
Gratius. goal." 



De Venat. 
>.. Ill, 



Gratii Cyneg. 
276. 



EffugB qui lat^ pandit vestigia plants, 
Mollis in officio, siccis ego dura lacertis 
Crura veliin, et solidos haec in certamina calces. 



Fracastorius, 



Alcon. 



Iina pedum parv^ signent vestigia plants. 



De Venatione. Tardif explains the cat-like foot, " pedes parvi, digitis duris, et apte conjunctis, ne 
quid terra aut luti in vi^ admittant :" and Savary of Caen, 



Album DIans 

Leporicidae. 

L. II. 



^-^ brevemque pedes glomerentur in orbem 
Parvaque compactis digitis vestigia ferment. 

1. Compare Xenophon de Venat. c. iv. Arrian very rationally combats the no- 
tion of a greyhound's excellence being at all dependent on so variable a distinction 
as colour. Oppian, more credulous on this point, reprobates wliite and black dogs, 
as impatient of beat and cold, and gives a preference to such as are red, russet, or 
fawn : 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
I. 429. 



Kitvoi S' iv Tt&vTisaiv aputreioaai Kiveacri, 
Tols iKeKoi fiop(pal fid\a B^peffiv ufJLTjffr^ffi, 
ini\oip6vouri \iKois, fj rlypeciv rivenoetrffais, 
^ KaX a\uneKeeiTffif Boaitrl 7€ •jrop^aKieffffWj 
tj iirSffoi S^/iip-pi iravetxeXov etSos ^X"""' 
fftrSxpooi' jLtaXa ydp re flool Kparepoi re ireXoyrat. 



Sect. IV, p. 262. The Cynoaophium recommends such as are irapavKiitrtot \4ovcri, itipSois, \iicots : and 
adds to its Materia Medica (p. 275.) amongst other ridiculous nostrums, a formula by 
which the colour of the hair may be changed from white to black — credat Judceus ! 

In accordance with the general prejudice which bestowed superior virtue on parti- 
coloured, (for such was Xenophon's opinion,) Pan confers on the Goddess of the 
Chase pie -bald and mottled hounds : 
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is a simple, uniform colour to be suspected as ferine. The Chap. VI. 
colours, such as they are, should be bright and pure ; and the 
hair, whether the dog be of the rough or smooth sort, should 



t\v S* 5 yeveiTjTTis 5(5o fjihv K^vas 9ifit(rv TrijyohSf H. in Dian. 

Tpeis 5^ Tr6p' ovariovSf '4va 5* al6\ou» 

Pollux would mix a little Tariety of colour, fK(iaT<p itapa/ie/ilxSa ti koI er^pos Onomast. L. v. 
Xpias. 

The modem Cynegetica are as fickle and capricious as to colour as their ancient 
models : 



c. XI. 



color est deterrimus albo, Nat. Comes de 

Nee placeat niveis maculis ^ignatus et atris ; Venal. 

Aut longis nimium villis, fuscove colore — 

according to the canine canons of Natalis Comes : — whereas Savary gives the prefe- 
rence to a white hound, " nunc est in pretio et reliquos supereminet albus ;" and is Album Dianae, 
supported by Fouilloiix and his copyist Turbervile, who praise those of one homo- 
geneous colour — white, fallow, dun, and black ; the latter being the valued breed of 
St. Hubert, (les chiens courans,) " qui estoit veneur avec S. Eustache, dont est a La Y6nerie de 
conjecturer, que leshons veneurs les ensuyvront en Faradis avec la grace de Dien." Fouilloux. p. 4. 

'■ Of alle manere of greihoundes there byn," says De Langley, " both good and JjHagStet Of 
evel. Natheless the best hewe is rede falow with a hlak moselle." <!5amj. c. xv. 

After citing so many, and such conflicting opinions, I leave the reader to draw his 
own conclusion on this most unimportant point ; bidding him remember that Mark- 
ham supports our author, that " colours have (as touching any particular goodnesse) The Counlrey 
no preheminence one above the other, but are all equal — many good and famous Farme. t. xxii. 
dogs having been of all the several colours ; onely the white is esteemed the most 
beautifull and best for the eie, the black and fallow hardest to endure labour, and the. 
dunne and breuded best for the poachers and nightmen, who delight to have all their 
pleasures performed in darknesae." Backed by the compiler of " The Countrey 
Farme," let him give to Arrian the weight he is entitled to, as a practical courser. 
My own conviction accords with that of Tardif, "ex colore nihil certi fere pronun- 
ciatur : saepius enim turpi colore canes, pulchrioribus praestaot ;" and with the poet 
of Caen, 

nullus virtutibus obstat, Album Diana, 

Aut prodest color : hunc habeas quicunque placebit ; &c. 

I object to no dog merely on account of his colour, though he may rival in variety of g;, Tristrem 
tint the renowned Triamour's marvellous Peticrewe. Fytte iii. 10. 
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Chap. VI. be fine, close, and soft. ^ The best dogs are such as are 
large and well put together, and resemble bitches in point of 
suppleness ; and the best bitches are such as resemble dogs 
in spirit, and muscularity of body. ' 

Now if any one pays attention to these hints, as to the shape 
of greyhounds, they will fully supply him, in my opinion, with 
the indications of good blood for his kennel, and the opposite 
of the reverse. 



Chap. VII. Nor will the temper of greyhounds afford fewer indications 
Indications of ffood and bad blood to a Careful observer. * Such hounds, 

from 1 eniper. ° i r 

in the first place, as are crabbed to all persons alike, are not of 
a generous breed. But if you find any cross to strangers, and 



Hist. Natur. 
torn, vw 241. 



De Canibus 

Britannicis 

libellus. 

DeQuad. Digit. 

Vivip. L. III. 



Sect. IV. 
p. 262. 



Aiistotelis 
Physiognom. 



2. efre odv Toi) Smreos yivovs, eJVc toS ifiiAoS -rixoifv oi xives. These two varieties 
still exist ; but the rough, or wire-haired variety of greyhound is banished from the 
kennel of modem coursers ; for though this Saab yevos may show some fire and 
speed in a short course in an enclosed country, it is always beaten by the jfnAhv y4vos 
over a champaign country, where the duration of the contest defies ignoble compe- 
tition. 

BufiTon derives the wiry hair from commixture with the spaniel, " le poil long de 
certains 16vriers vient du melange des espagneuls :" but if such be its origin, the 
text proves it to have been of remote antiquity. 

" Est strigosura genus," says Caius, " in quo alii majores sunt, alii minores ; alii 
pilo sessili, alii hirto." And Ulysses Aldrovandus has left us rude sketches of the 
two varieties under the titles of " C. leporarius hirsutus albus," and " C. leporarius 
alter ferruginei colons." See also " The Countrey Farme," c. xxii. Schneider 
quotes Synesius Laud. Calvit. p. 07. ^Kcivai aoipdiTaTai tSk kwZv, k. t. X. : see the 
passage in his note on the Greek text. It does not appear to what variety of dog the 
author alludes. 

3. So also the Cynosophium of Demetrius of Constantinople, KaXhv ci t^ /upycflst 
ToC (TiSjuaTOS Ti fl^Ai; vfoaiiKeiTai H^lievi. But I do not remember to have seen these 
remarks of Arrian on the dog partaking of the bitch's form, and the bitch of the 
dog's, in any of the more ancient Cynegetica of Greece and Rome. The Byzantine 
physician doubtless derived the hint from our author. 

1. Aristotle admits the possibility of distinguishing by outward manifestations the 
innate qualities and tempers of animals ; such discrimination is the result of pard- 
cular experience : tuv HWuv ^tiwv oi irepl e/fOffTov iiruniiiJioves iK rrjs iSlas SiaBeaeus 
SivavTM 6(ape7v, iiTTriKol re '{mrovs, koI Kvynyirai Kvpas. 
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good-tempered to their feeder, it is rather a favourable sign Csiap. Vll 
than otherwise. * 

I once knew a greyhound, who was dull and sullen at home, 
and took no pleasure in any of the persons about him ; but, 
when led out hunting, was beyond measure dehghted, and 
showed, by smiling and fawning at every body that came near 
him, that he was vexed at staying at home. This may be 
held a good sign. 

The best dogs, however, are those of most attachment to 
man, and to whom no human countenance is strange. ^ Such, 
on the other hand, as are afraid of people, and astounded at 
noise, * obstreperous, and often excited without cause, are 
senseless brutes of no pluck. Like men that are timid and 
frightened out of their wits, such dogs as these can never be 
deemed of generous blood. Those, too, are bad, which, 
when let loose from couples in a field, do not come back at 
the call of their keeper, but gallop away. ^ If you call them in 



From obedi- 
ence in the 
field. 



2. Tij! Se avaTpf<j>(iini Tpo(r^i\Ers. Oppian would have hounds friendly to all men 
alike : 

iTnroKTi Kparepotat S" S/iliBees liypemripes 
i^cTL PTjnidxoiv iaTtav, fiep^Treffffi re nafftv 
i]9(iSm <j>lKiol Te, n6poia-i Se Biipenv ix^pol. 

3. Kp&TiaToi 8^ ai (piKmiSpmrirarai — the best greyhounds are the mostkindly- 
afiectioned. Martial's Lydia was gentle at home, but savage in the wood, 



Oppian. 

Cyneg. i 

V. 445. 



Venatrix sylvis aspera, blanda domi : 

and De Langley's greyhound, " curtaise and nought to felle, wel folowyng his 
maister and doyng whatever he hym commaundeth. He shuld be good and kyndly 
and dene, glad and joyful and playeing wel willyng, and goodly to alle maner 
folkes, save to wilde beestis, upon whom he shuld be felle spitous and egre." 

4. 'Xith xj/i^ov iimTJrrrovTiu. 

Start at the starting prey or rustling wind. 

5. All these particulars are, for the most part, matters of education and discipline ; 
but are partially dependent on innate disposition. Education, however, is very ini- 

M 



Epigram. 
L.n. 

iBlaj)Bter of 
ffisrae. c. XV. 

fol. 66. 



Tickell's 

Fragment on 

Hunting. 
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Chap. VII. mildly, they pay no attention to you ; — if threateningly, they 
keep aloof from fear. 

For when a greyhound has had his gallop, and has run 
about, he ought to come back to his keeper, even without a 
call,^ — showing that he is under command at will ; but, if the 
keeper does not choose to take him up, let him again bound 
away, and again return. Such dogs are well broken in as, at 
the voice of their keeper, crouch before him ; '' not from fear, 
but regard and respect for their feeder, cowering like the 
worshippers ^ of the Great King. 9 It is no good sign for a 
hound to stand still, when let out of couples on an open 



Xenophou. portant, operating on a good subject. Tuv kvvuv, says Socrates, t£c titpveirrdTui', 
Memorabil. ipo^nSfav re oiaiii/, Kal im9eriKuv rots Sriptois, tAj fiiv Ka\us ax9el<ras, ap'urras 

ylyvvrdai irphs tAs Bi/pas, Kal xpV<'i/«'"'^'''as' ivayiryovs St yiyvoiievas, /iaralovs tc 

Kai /MvlaSeLS Kal SvirmiBeardTas. 

6. The canes Gallici should resemble the Gallic mules of Claudian's epigram, 

De Mulabus Exutae laqueis, sub ditione taraen. 

Gallicis. 

7. XiroKaraiAivovTai, /i}) 6irh Se'ouj, oAAi (j)t\o(ppovoviiivai, &c. 



Paradise Lost. 
B. vm. 361. 



Cowering low 
With blandishment. 



The greyhound's posture is peculiarly graceful, when fondly crouching before his 
master or keeper ; and may be well likened to the Ta5rcii'<!T7)s (Arr. Exped. Alex. 
L. IV. c. zi.) of the Persian, performing his salaam to the King of kings. 
Spelman's ^" °' ^poo''""'''"'''"!. From what Callisthenes says to Alexander (Arrian. Exped. 

Translation of Alexand. L. iv. c. xi.) it appears that Cyrus, the founder of the Persian empire, was 
Anaba™ * '''* ^'^^ person to whom adoration was paid on earth by his fellow-men ; and it was 
Note. continued and enjoined to his successors, as a political homage. The ordinary com- 

pliments of the modern Greeks are called vpoa-KvpiifiaTa. See Arriau's account of 
the irpoaRvviais, loco citato; and Xenophon, Cyropsedia, L. viii. for the first occasion 
of it, vp6a9fv 5e Tkpirav ovScls Kvpor TtpoaeKivn. 

9. The king of Persia was called ju^os ^aaiKAs, according to Suidas, 5ii tI 
irXeWi hwdiiu xPVireai Tp Ufpamf- to7j Si Smois irpofferiee<Tav Kal tuv i.pxoii4vav 
ovinara, oTov XaKiSai/ioviuv, MaKcSivw. The title still exists in " Le Grand 
Seigneur." 
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plain, unless he happen to be advanced in age, i" for it shows Chap. VII. 
sluggishness. 

The most high-bred greyhounds have a prominent brow. From gait. 
and look proud. '' Their tread is light, quick-stepping, on 
their toes ; and they walk sideways, ^* extending their necks 
like horses curvetting. ** 



10. OiSe T^ ItTTOtrBai Sh iv ireSitf \v6i!aav h,yaB6v. Constant confinement with 
chain and collar, made the youthful Celtic hound start from couples with lire, when 
taken into the field for sport or exercise ; not so, however, the aged, whose privi- 
leged rest is beautifully touched by our classic poet of the chase, and readily yielded 
by Arrian as no blemish to his character : 

Now grown stiff with age, Soraerville. 

And many a painful chase, the wise old hound, ' 

Kegaidless of the frolic pack, attends 
His master's side, &c. 

11. 'z-nuneln/iov — supercilii ruga, frontis ruga: very prominent in our highland 
breed : 

Ttav S4 t' imcuivtov xiru i\Kerai tttae KaKintrav. Iliad, p'. 136. 

12. 'AKpov. So the Paris and Amsterdam editions, quasi iir' &Kpuv hvlrxmo, 
Schneider reads afiphy, a delicate tread, a light tread ; but the signification is nearly 
the same. Linnseus's definition corresponds with Arrian's as to the dog's gait : 

" oblique currit, incedit supra digitos,'' fieraPdMunMri rlis irAewpeti, " tranversis Systema 
incedunt lateribus." Nature. Canis. 

13. Aaiurpivaira'. " De equo altius progrediente," Zeune. See Xen. de Re 
Eqaestri, c. x. 

KuStiav opdoiaiv in oifaffiv aiv^"' liftpei. Appollon, 

Khod. 

Xenophon uses the term yavpiair8iu, perhaps, with the same meaning. I take A.o/t- 
Ttpiva (magnifice me ostento) to signify the artificial posture in which the horse is 
placed by a skilful rider, with the aid of rein, whip, spur, &c. as described by Xeno- 
phon in the chapter referred to. To this graceful attitude of the well-disciplined 
war-horse we may suppose our author to liken that of the Celtic hound in the 
strictest propriety : 

Now I behold the steed curvet and bound. Gay's 

And paw with restless hoof the smoking ground. Rural Sports, 
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Chap. VIII. Some greyhounds eat voraciously, others with delicacy. * 
From their The latter mode of feeding indicates a dog of better blood than 
feeding. the former. ^ Good dogs are not bad feeders, but fond of 
bread or gruel. ^ This kind of farinaceous food is most 
strengthening to them, and there is no fear of their gorging 
themselves too much with it. I prefer, however, their liking 
food quite dry ; * and yet, if it be ' moistened with water, and 
they still relish it, it is no evil. 



1. The watchful eye of the Veltrarius is required at the time of feeding: indeed it 
is best for each huund to have his separate allotment of food ; so difficult is it to 
check the voracious, and encourage the delicate, when placed at the same trough. 

^lian. de Tpocjnjs Se t^v Kotvuvlav ^JmiTTa ivSfXovrai Kvnes- iroWdKis yovv Kol mhp ootmu aW^- 

JNatura Animal, ^g^^ a-irapirrovaLV ixnrepow d MeyeXcas Kol 6 Tldpis uirep tBs 'EXivas. 
L. VII. c. 19. r r I 

2. T6 KOdfuov yevvai&repov rot; axoanov. I never knew a very gross-feeding dog to 

possess any excellence. 

3. "Aprip. Demetrius devotes a few sections to the subject of feeding, recom- 
Cynosopbium. mending " milk to be gradually added to bread (the dog's usual diet) when it is 

p. iJ70. wished to raise him in flesh, until it becomes his only nutriment, morning and even- 

ing. From this he is to be again weaned, by the gradual abstraction of the milk, 
when we desire to reduce him. In the former case, he is not to have his liberty ; in 
the latter, he is to be daily exercised. A second kind of nutritious food consists of 
oatmeal gruel with fat ; and a third, of bean flour, oil, and fat bacon." Wheateu 
bread or biscuit, with gruel made from the farina of oats, is the best nutriment for all 
hounds. 
Markham's " When you have a perfect and well-shapt greyhound, your next rule is to apply 

tentmenL b"'. 7°""^'^^ *° ""^ djetting and ordering of him, for the pleasure to which you keepe 
p. 49. See also '''°'' ''^^' bringing him to the uttermost height or strength of winde, you may know 
pp. 50. 51. tJie uttermost goodnesse that is within him, which disorderly and foule keeping will 
conceale, and you lose a Jewell, for want of knowledge of the value. Dyetting then 
of greyhounds consisteth in four especiall things, viz.'foode, exercise, ayring, and 
kennelling ; the first nourishing the body, the second the limbes, the third the winde, 
and the last the spirits." 

4. "Afifimv 56 «' Kttl J))p? Tp rpoift^ xo^po*^". Hounds readily support themselves 
with dry oat or wheat meal. Maza is variously interpreted— flour mixed with oil 
and water, and flour beat up with milk : 

^"nlaliffi "'" Hordea quotidiana illis sint pabula; avenam 

Leporicid. ^' ™ediam addideris, sic sponte resolvilur alvus. 

L. III. p. 31. 
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When a dog is sick, administer the broth of fat meat to Chap. VIII. 
him, or having roasted a bullock's liver over some hot coals, 
and rubbed it abroad, sprinkle it like flour into the broth. ^ 
This is good also for puppies to strengthen their limbs, when 
they are first weaned from milk. ^ But milk is the best food 
for the support of puppies till the ninth month, and even 
longer; and is serviceable to the sick and delicate, both as 
drink and aliment. Fasting too is beneficial to a sick dog. "> 

There is nothing like a soft and warm bed for greyhounds ; Chap. ix. 
but it is best for them to sleep with men: — as they become tTe^Kennd." 



In panem coquit ille, cavo hie in robore cald& 
Digerit in pultem, lambendaque coena paratur. 
Nee durum sit sajpe tibi, qu^ luee quietem 
Artemidi debes, illos recreare calenti 
Jure, miuutatim ecissis e vilibus extls : 
Currentem, ilignisve bibant in vasibus undam. 

5. KojuouoT) Se ^ii^&KKeiv ^ SSaip, &c. Arrian says nothing on the treatment of 
canine disease beyond this bint on diet. 

6. The Cynosophium substitutes the lungs for the liver of a bullock, as nutriment 
for puppies, when deprived of milk — « yi\a ni) ex^is. See Cynosoph. p. 271. 

On the feeding of puppies Nemesian observes, that it should be regulated by the 
season of the year, atmospherie temperature, &c. 



Interdiimque cibo Cererem cum lacte ministra, 
Fortibus ut succis teneras complere medullas 
Fossint, et validas jam tunc promittere vires : 

but during the intense heat of summer the puppies are to be kept on lighter food, 
and then again on meal and whey, 



Cynegeticus 
V. 161. 



Tune rursus miscere sero Cerealia dona 
Conveniet, fortemque dari de frugibus escam. 



Ejusdera 
V. 182. 



7. 'Ayaelv 8c xaX v iunrta Kanvoiaig. Anian probably wrote rp ao-irf? Ka/ivoiirri : 
- prodest etiam lac quaudo cibi fastidio laborat canis." The remedy suggested by 
Demetrius of Constantinople for armexis, " bad feeding," I should consider more 
likely to increase, than cure the disease ; iav avopntr^ iciuv, K6irpiav &i>epimiav StSov ^^°°^°^^- 
ipayfti', K. T. \. 
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Chap. IX. 
Bedding. 



thereby affectionately attached — pleased with the contact of the 
human body, and as fond of their bedfellow as of their feeder. ^ 
If any ailing affect the dog, the man will perceive it, and will 
relieve him in the night, when thirsty, or urged by any call of 
nature. He will also know how the dog has rested. For if 



C^nosoph. 1. A short section of the Cynosophiuni is given to kennel management — idvas 

p. ibs. lierh av8p<iirav Kotiitttrdai koKSv irpasis "yhp ix roirov ylpoinai, Koi <pt\iv6puTroi, kbI 

evK6\us KoXovpTai — a practical allurement of canine affection heretofore more com- 
mon than at present. Modern refinement would ill hear the intimate association 
recommended by Arrian and Demetrius, and practised by James V. of Scotland, with 
his favourite Bagsche, who was wont 



Sir D. Lynd- 

say's Complaynt 

of Bagsche. 



To lap upon the king is bed, 

With claitb of gold thoch it were spied. 

Indeed, we rarely see the high-bred and elegant Celtic hound within the vestibule of 
a modem dwelling ; though heretofore, in the hall of banquet. 



Lay of the Last 
Minstrel. 



The stag'hounds, weary of the chase, 
Lay stretch'd upon the rushy floor. 

And urged in dreams the forest race 
From Teviot-stone to Eskdale-moor. 



iHagSter 0( Whether the Duke of York's " childe" lay with the hounds, I know not ; but it 
ffiame. c. xx, seems that he did, though not with the intention specified by our author : " alway hi 
nyght and bi day I wil that some childe lye or be in the kenel with the houndes for 
to kepe hem from fyghteng," &c. 

I no where find the close cutaneous conlact of man and dog, enjoined in the text, 
recommended in the ancient Cynegetica ; but Xenophon advises an intimate acquain- 
tance between the parties in the kennel at the hours of feeding, &c. : if the hounds be 
fed by the huntsman, they become attached to his person, rhv SiSovra ari^ovaai, 
Encyc. M6thod. &c. (c. vi.) : and so if the Veltrarii (" les valets de 16vriers, qui exercent les l^vriers, 
et qui les l&.chent a la courre ") superintend the feeding their charge, the attachment 
thereby produced will render actual cohabitation unnecessary. 



Les chasses. 
p. 434. 



Natalis Comes 

de Venatione. 

L. 1. 



Quod superest, celeris catuli cui credita cura, 
Nutriat illecebris hunc, et sibi jungat amore. 
Sic facile et noto domino parere jubenti 
Disceret, acceptijque sequi vestigia signis. 
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he has passed a sleepless night, « or groaned frequently in his Chap. IX. 
sleep, 3 or thrown up any of his food, * it will not be safe to 
take him out coursing. All these things the dog's bedfellow 
will be acquainted with. 

Nothing can be worse than for dogs to sleep with each 
other ; and more especially so, if they touch one another in 
bed. For as all cutaneous irritation is removed by a man 
sleeping with them, so, when they sleep together, they gene- 
rate every sort of foulness of skin by wai-mth and close 
contact, and are generally full of mange. « To which cause 



2. Et y&p i,ypvviiii<reiev, ^{(£7€0' ^irJ eiipav ouk iurtpa\4s. We find in the Hieraco- 
sophium, undisturbed sleep is deemed necessary for Hhe hawk the night preceding 
a flight, iirapdxov Snvov iierfx^"- 

3. 'EjriffTiSfeie — the common reading being probably corrupt, I have received the 
emendation of Zeune in his Index Graecitatis, l-nurnvd^fie. 

4. OuS' eK ti Itireneaeie tuv aniav. Such rejection of food by vomiting is an indi- 
cation of indigestion ; and the latter, of course, of unfitness for the chase. 

Xenophon forbids hounds to be taken out hunting unless they feed heartily ; for 
bad feeding is an indication of bad health. De Venat. t. vi. 2. 

5. Vipas iniriirXaaSai. Mange is a chronic inflammation of the skin, consti- 
tational in some dugs, in others, infectious, and in a few cases I have known it 
hereditary. 

Ancient sportsmen had great dread of mange in their kennels. Gratius, the only 
one who has entered much into canine pathology amongst the cynegetical writers, 
recommends that the first dog affected with mange should be destroyed, to prevent 
others from catching so loathsome a disease — a radical cure ! 

At si deformi lacerum dulcedine corpus Gratii Cyneg. 

Persequitur scabies, longi via pessima lettii, ^' '*"°- 

In primo accessu tristis medicina ; sed una 
Fernicies rediraenda anirn^, qua: prima sequaci 
Sparsa malo est, ne dira trahant contagia vulgi. 

If, however, the disease be of a mild type and slow in its progress, it is curable, he 
says, with an ointment which he prescribes, but which I do not introduce here, as 
the cutaneous detergents of the scientific Delabere Blaine will he found by the reader 
far more eflicacious. Venesection and purgation, as recommended by Savary, are 
most iiopbrtant auxiliaries to inunction : 
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Chap. IX. must be referred the very offensive and pungent stench on 
entering a kennel where many hounds are confined together. 



Chap. X. 
Bubbing down. 



Rubbing the whole body is of great service to the grey- 
hound ; 1 no less than to the horse. ^ For it is conducive to 
the firmness and strength of his limbs — renders his hair soft, 
and skin shining, * and cleanses it from all foulness. 



Album Dianae 
LeporiciJae. 
L. VI. p. 79. 



Altera latrantum pestia, commercia quae per 
Vicina insinuans sese, diiFunditur agmen 
In totum, tenerosque brevi depascitai artus, 
Deformis scabies, hoc potu ventre soluto, 
Victa fugit, si vena die sit aperta sequenti : 
Atque malum bini post intervalla diei, 
Totu, quod docuit Fulloxius, ungnine cures. 



^agster of 
ffiame. c. xix. 

fol. 70. 



, XIII. fol. 56. 



Cyneget. 
V. 294. 



De Langley's instructions to the kennel-man are excellent : " I wyll hym leme 
that onys in the day he voyde the kenel and make it al clene, and remeve her strawe, 
and putt agayn firessh new straw, a greet dele and ryght thikke ; and ther as he leith 
it the houndes shall lye, and the place there as thei shuld lye sbuld be made of tree 
a foot hie fro the erthe, and than the strawe should he leide upon, bi cause that the 
moystnesse of the erthe shuld not make hem morfound, ne engender other siknesse 
bi the which thei myght be the wors for huntyng," &c. And before, he says : 
" The skabbe cometh to hem nban thei abiden in her kenel to longe and gon not on 
huntyng, or ellis her litter and couche is unclene kept, or ellis the strawe is not 
remevid and bur water not fressh ; and shortly the hound is unclene, I hold, and evel 
kept or long waterles, havyn comonly this mamewe.*' 

1. The courser will not fail to observe Arrian's intimate knowledge and experience 
of his subject. The minute instructions communicated in this chapter on rubbing 
and dressing the Celtic hound, " in cute curand^," prove the great care paid by 
ancient coursers to the condition of the skin in running animals; without which, 
indeed, no greyhound can compete with an upland champaign hare. 

2. The effect of friction with the hand, or hair-cloth, or flesh-brush, is farther 
illustrated by Nemesian, on grooming the horse : 

Pulvere quinetiam puias secernere fruges 

Cura sit, atque toros manibus percurrere equorum, 

Gaudeat ut plausu sonipes, laetumque relaxet 

Corpus, et al lores rapiat per viscera succos. 

Id curent famuli, comitumque aniniosa juventus. 



3. TV rplxa /iaMaxiiv ipyiierai, &c. This is partially effected in modern days 
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The back and loins you should rub with your right hand. Chap. X. 
placing your left under the belly ; lest the dog, being forcibly 
pressed down upon his knees, should suffer injury. The sides 
should be rubbed with both hands at once, and the haunches 
quite down to the feet, and the shoulders in the same way. 
When the dog seems to have had enough of it, lay hold of 
his tail, and lift him up by it; and then having drawn it 
through your hand, let him go. As soon as he is at liberty, 
he vnll shake himself, and show that he is pleased with the 
operation. 

It is a point of equal importance with any other, that grey- Chap. XI. 
hounds be confined during the day ; ^ otherwise they will Keanelliag. 



by bodj-clothes. The clotliing of greyhounds, as at present practised by coursers, 
is of more remote antiquity than the days of Michael Angelo Biondi ; having its pro- 
bable origin in the (rreA/Joi/fai of Xenophon, who describes, in the 6th chapter of his 
Cynegeticus, all the accoutrements of his hunting pack. These consisted of collars, 
Sepaia, soft and broad, so as not to rub off the dog's hair ; leading-thongs or straps, 
indmes, independent of the collar, with a handle attached to them ; and sur-cingles 
or body -clothes, irTeA/uoi'^ai, with straps sufficiently broad not to gall the bellies of 
the animals. Such was the Athenian's kwSv Kdir/tos : and it is probable that the 
latter, though used for the protection of the hound from injury during the chase, and 
not merely, as at present, against cold, may have been the type of the modern 
application. 

The floal teives were certainly clothed in parti- coloured habiliments in the age of H. in Dian. 

Blondus, and their feet were also protected with shoes : " Canihus venaticis dorsum ^- l'^- 

... , , „ • ^ 1 .. De Canibus et 

mtegunt pannis diversorum colorum, adversus frigons mjunam, prsecipue leporanis ; Venatione 

et pedibus adhibent calceamenta, qud facilius illaesi cursum exerceant." Beckman Libellus. 

states that the dogs of Kamschatka are fumished with shoes, so ingeniously made. Hist, of 

that their claws project through small apertures — a plausible contrivance for heavy Inventions. 

dogs of draught ; but how a greyhound is to exhibit his speed on the coursing plain 

with such incumbrances, I know not. 

I. Arrian recommends confinement for full-grown dogs ; but we must not suppose 

tliat the same treatment is suited to puppies. They, on the contrary, should have 

their entire liberty, as Nemesian remarks : 

Sed neque conclusos teneas, neque vincula coUo Cyneget. 

Impatiens circumdederis, noceasque futuris y- ^^2. 

Corsibus imprudens. 

N 
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Chap. XI. unavoidably become intractable, and, whenever fastened with 
a collar, will be impatient under the restraint, and whine, and 



Cjneget. 
V. 184. 



Petr. Angel. 

Bargaei 

Cyneget. L. v, 



Blondus de 

Canibus &c. 

Libellas. 



This freedom from restraint is to be continued until they are eight months old, when 
they should be put into couples, and habituated to confinement : 

Libera tunc primum consuescant colla ligaii, 
Concordes et ferre gradus, clausiqne teneri. 

The whole of this department of kennel discipline is elegantly explained by the 
classic poet of Barga : 

Ergo age dure 
Assuescant victu catull, imperioque raagistri 
Unius addiscant parere, atque unius omnes 
Nutus observare, et jussa facessere Iseti, 
Collaque preeduris ultro prasbere capistris, 
Cum primiim teneros artus duraverit setas, 
Et se jam sua per vestigia volverit annus. 
Ante autem cave imprndens concluseris usquam 
Aut loiis vihctum, aut angusti pariete septi. 
Namque urent tenerum circumdata vincula collum, 
Impatiensque morEe sese conatibus anget : 
Ostiaque arrodens denteis obtundet, et ungues. 

" Dum non venatur, loris in stahulo vinciendus est ; et siccis potius edoliis alendus 
quam pinguibus jusculentis : haec enim graviorem reddunt. Educendus tamen non- 
nunquam eat e stabulo vinctns, in vicoa tantum, ut excreraentis se exoneret promp- 
tius ; mox iteruni coercendus usque ad tempus venationis.'' 

" Now for the kennelling of greyhounds," says Gervase Markham, " it is a right 
necessary action and must be performed with all diligence ; for it breeds in the dog 
lust, spirit, and nimbleness, prevents divers mischances, and keeps the povrers from 
spending till time of necessity : and therefore you shall by no means suffer your dog 
to be out of the kennel, but in the hours of feeding, walking, coursing, or when you 
have other necessary business to do about him," But Arrian means more than mere 
confinement within the walls of a kennel by the term SeS4a8at. 

The greyhounds are to be actually fastened with a collar and strap or chain; and 
such, I am informed, is the customary restraint of the boar-hound of contitiental 
Europe. The dogs are chained along the walls of their kennel equidistant from 
each other, a row on each side of the sleeping-room. 

A celebrated modem courser adheres very strictly to the system of restraint alter- 
nated with exercise, as recomoiended in this chapter, and appears to have found it 
conducive to his success at public meetings. Vide Sport. Mag. Vol. 71. p. 256. — 
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gnaw the straps, so as even to require chains like malefactors. 
Besides, a hound that is at liberty must needs eat every thing 
that falls in his way ; - and, from running about during the 
day-time, lose the acme of his speed. But, though generally 
at rest, they should still have their appointed times for walking 
out. 



Ciup. XI. 



Four times a day, at least, take your dogs out of kennel to Chap. Xll. 
a level and open field, and there loose them from couples, to Exercising, 
empty themselves, gallop, and run about, i But if they have 



Hounds accustomed to such privation of liberty, are said to start from the slips 
with great fire and speed r 



Ita demum libera colla. 
Cum res ipsa, ususque vocat, majore feruatur 
Impete. 



Fracastorii 
Alcon. 



According to the old proverb, cited hy Kittershusius in his Commentary on Oppian, p. 41. 

Difficile est canem vetulum assuescere loro. 



irirrTi 8e wXi^oyrtu, 8iri) yews, ivBa nfXiin 
yaariip, Kat haiiiapyos epus a/ciJpijTos ^SaiSijs. 



Oppian, 

Halieut. i. 

V. 250. 



] . Compare Xenophon de Venatione c, iv, 9. on exercising hounds. 

" The child shuld lede the houndea to scombre twies in the day, in the raornyng jSlagSter Of 
and in the evenyng, so that the sonne be up, specially in wynter. Than shuld he lat ®ain«j ^' ^'"• 
hem renne and play longe in a faire medew in the sonne, and than kembe every 
hounde after other, and wipe hem with a grette wispe of straw ; and thus sbal he 
do every mornyng'.*' 

These simple instructions of Duke Edmund are amplified by old Gervase : 
" Touching ajring or walking of greyhounds, which is a great nourisher and increaser Countrey Con- 
ofwinde, it must be dewly done every morning before sun-rise, and every evening tent.B. r. p.52. 
before or after sunne-set in this manner ; as soone as you have opened your kennel 
and rub'd your dogge over with a cleane haire cloath, you shall let him play a little 
about you before the kennel dore, then take him up into your leashe, and walke him 
forth into the fields, where for the most parte are no sheepe or other smal cattell, 
which they may out of wantonness indaunger, and there let him loose, and give him- 
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Chap. XII. quite ceased coursing, let it be done more frequently. Slip 
them in pairs, a brace at a time, so that by contending and 
playing with each other, they may enjoy their pleasure, and 
take their exercise together. But on no account let many 
loose at once, as they sometimes do great mischief by falling 
on each other. '^ Never slip a strong and full-grown dog with 
a puppy ; for the old dog is an overpowering and distressing 
antagonist for the youngster, easily overtaking him in pursuit, 
and as readily running away from him, and leaving him 
behind ; whereby the pup must of course be cowed and dis- 
spirited, having in either case the worst of the contest. And 
farther, such as are spiteful towards each other, never give 
these their liberty at one and the same time, lest they injure 
one another. For there are dogs, as well as men, with 
mutual antipathies, and others again with mutual attach- 
ments. » Those of the same sex are particularly inimical to 
each other, dogs to dogs, and bitches to bitches ; and this 



leave to play and scope about you, eo that he may sknmmer and emptie his body ; 
which when he hath done sufficiently, you shall then take him up in your leash 
againe, and so walk him home and kennell him ; this you shall doe after the same 
manner in the evening ; and also if your dogge bee stronge and lustie, at night after 
supper, and then bringing him home, bring him to the fire, and there let him stretch 
and beake themselves, and with your hand grope and cleanse them from ticks and 
other filth, which done leade them to the kennell, and shut them up for all night." 
2. 'E/iTriiTTouirai yhp oM^\nis ttrnv Jre iieyd\a KaKck 4pyti^oinai. 



ApoIIon. Rhod. 
L. III. 1372. 



Bool Kinfs an^i9op6vTes 



Somerville's 
Chace. B. i 



For oft in sport 
Begun, combat ensues ; growling tliey snarl, 
Then on their haunches rear'd, rampant they seize 
Each other's throats ; with teeth and claws in gore 
Besmear'd, they wound, they tear, till on the ground 
Panting, half dead the conqoer'd champion lies, &c. 



3. Blancard's reading of <()(Aoi is adopted instead of that of the first edition of 
Paris, K^iAiti. ' 
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generally from spiteful jealousy. These matters are not to be Chap. Xli. 
made light of. 



Feeding 
in winter and 



In the winter season feed your dogs only once a day, * a Chap. xiir, 
little before evening; for the days are short, and the grey- 
hounds are to be so managed, that if you need their services 
for coursing till a late hour, they may be able to bear the 
necessary fasting. But in summer it is right to give them a 
little bread in addition, ^ that they may not be exhausted by 
the length of the day ; and if thirsty, they will drink with 
less detriment after having eaten. To thrust down a dog's 
throat a piece of salted suet is also found beneficial. ' But if 



1. Arrian has already spoken on the subject of feeding, as an indication of good 
blood, in c. viii. 

" Adulti siccis vescantur edulibus: pane videlicet et osiibus, et hoc fiat digestis 
horis, ut concoctio peragatar, et potius famescatit paululuin, quam non exactis hods 
pascantur." 

It is occasionally necessary to administer food twice a day to delicate hounds : but 
the more usual practice accords with the text. Gervase Markham, however, recom- 
mends the courser to feed twice a day on his prescribed diet-bread, " to wit, halfe an 
houre after sunne-rise, and halfe an houre before sun-set, when be comes from walk- 
ing or ayring his dogge, and it will bring him to exceeding great strength of body 
and purenesse of winde." — " Upon his coursing days you must by no means give him 
any meat more than a white bread toast and butter, or a toast and oil," &c. 

Tardif, u French writer cited by Conrad Gesner, agrees with Arrian on the utility 
of a second meal in summer : " Canis aestate frequentius quam hyeme cibandus est, 
ut aestivis diebus longis et calidis durare possit. lufringatur ei panis in aquam. Si 
tamen sspiiis quam . par est cibetur, ventriculus ei subvertitur, lac aut panis lacte 
madidus optime alunt." 

2. ®4povs Si ayaSbv Kal &pTot) okiyov Sovcai i/upayeiv — as a morning meal, a 
breakfast. 

3. 2t&/) Tapixev6iiimv — salted suet or fat. 2Te'a/> appears from Pollux, L. ii. 
c. V. 3. to be the same as vi/ieXi), white adipose substance adherent to the mem- 
branes of the abdomen and viscera of men and animals : but if Hesychius be correct 
in his explanation of imoiiaySaXia as oreap iv o» rits xeipas awefiiTTovro 4v toij Sitirfots- 
PaKovTis Si rois Kuril' avaXiovres anh rwv Silirvuv, it must have possessed sapo- 
naceous qualities of detergency ; for if it were pure fat, with Bochart we might well ask 
" unde abstergantur, qui inde absterguntur .' " For the distinctive difiference between 



Blondi 
. Libellus, &c. 



Countrey Con- 
tent. B.I. p. 61. 



p. 52. 

Tardivus 
de Venatione. 



Hierozoicon 
L. II. c. LV. 
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Chap. XIII. the Weather be very hot, I would have you take an egg in 
your hand, open your dog's mouth, and push it down, that he 
may swallow it at one gulp. This will be nourishment enough 
for him, will cherish his wind, and quench his thirst. * 



Chap. XIV. 

Seasons of 
Coursing. 



You may go out coursing frequently in spring and autumn, • 
these seasons being attended with the least risk to your dogs — 



Columel. de 
R. R. VI. 4.. 2. 

Historia 
Quadruped. &c. 



mne\ir and (rT^ftp, see Aristot. H^st. Aninii^U L. iii. c, xvii, The properties of each 
are evidently distinct. 

4. " Saepe etiam languor et nausea discatitur, si integrum gallinaceum ovum 
jejunis faucibus inferas," &c. So also Tardif, as cited by Gesner, " si canis inter 
venandum nimi^ siti laboret, duo aut tria ova confracta in gulam ei inimittes : sic 
enim sitim eztingues, et a periculo hecticse vel marasmi canem liberabis." 

1. Ancient sportsmen were accustomed to follow their field sports through the 
whole year ; and often prolonged the chase till midnight. Hor. L. i. Od. r. 



Oppian.Cyneg. 
I. 112. 



irorJ S" kaireplov, jrore S' adfe koI op^ini 
pas fir* aurlvtirai trArivaliis iSdiuurffav, 



But the more humane of rpodem d?j9 have abridged this perpetuity of warfare with 
the animals of the field and forest by legislative eiiactraent. 

Nemesian alone, of all the cynegetical writers of Greece and tlome, enjoins us to 
commence courping af the period usually adopted ; 



Cyneget. 
V. 321, 



Hiemis sub tempus aquoss 
Incipe veloces catulos Immittere pratis, 
Incipe cornipedes latos agitare per agros. 



Dame Julian^, seemingly careless of the '' her-hounde's " impatience of heat, held 
on till Midsummer; 



Book of 
St. Albans. 



At myghelmas begynneth huntynge of the haare : 
And lastyth tyll mydsomer there wyll no man it spare. 



Natalis Comes allows us to sport during the whole spring, preferring that season for 
the reasons stated in the text — 



De Venat. 
L. I. 



Nam neque tunc horrent torpentia ftigora brums. 
Nee nimio uiuntur floientia prata calore. 
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but rarely in summer, ^ lying by, generally, s when the heat is Chap. XIV. 
oppressive. For greyhounds are impatient of heat, and often, 
when pursuing a hare with all their might, have been suffo- 
cated from a stoppage of their wind.* To guard against 
which, a courser should carty eggs with him, and administer 
them entire, if his hound's breathing be exceedingly distressed. 
For there is no better refrigerative, nothing that appeases 
difficulty of breathing so much. It is not unattended with 
danger for a dog, under these circumstances of distress, to 
drink immoderately. 

For the reasons given, then, be cautious of coursing in hot 
weather. Never go out in winter when the cold is severe, 
and, on no account, tvhen the ground is frozen hard. For dogs 



but the prudent and humane courser will not slip his greyhound later than the month 
of February. 

2. ®fpovs Sh oAiyixts, It is not customary with British sportsmen to course in 
summer. 

if Sh S4pei, xpf'^ <piiyUtv <p\oy6e<Taia' ivm^v Oppian. Cyneg. 

3. The Paris and Amsterdam editions read Siatrvlyovrai, for which Schneider 
substitutes SmhditovTa {j(p6vov) — an emendation which I have adopted in the trans- 
lation. 

4. 'KTTtiriiiyiiiTav imh to5 iJffSyuoToj. Such accidents usually happen from running 
greyhounds when out of wind, and condition. The state of the muscular and 
respiratory systems are always in fault — 

T^ )i!)i viaKioi Siiffi)! M ftSiXov ioi&i Oppian. Cyneg. 

irtfii T( \firra\ioi, '• ""• 

But the safest plan is to leave the greyhounds in a cool and shady kennel during the 
intense heat of a midsummer day — if exercised at all, the earHer they have their 
airing, the better. 

I,YC. Ad fluvium due, Daphni, canes, (vooBt aastus in oro6rAm,) Petr. Lotich. 

Nee catulos virides sine lascivire per herbas. Secund. Eel, ii. 
Eja agedum, requiesce Lacon, requiesce Lycarba, Venat w 

Fervidus Hesperias dum sol declinet in lindas. 
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Chap. XIV. bruisc thefnselves in frost, * lose their nails, ^ lacerate the 
soles of their feet, and if very high-couraged, break even the 
bones of their toes against the frozen ground from running 
vnth excessive eagerness. Whereas the hare is light, vnth 
woolly and soft feet, '' and trips along without injury in 
frost. 



Sarary 

Album Dianee, 

&c. L, an. 

p. 33. 



5. 'AiroKvaiovTai,(iadeodo vulnerare iiroKraieu',) — a preferable reading to the con- 
jectural one of Schneider, aroKolovTai — founded on Xenoph. de Venat. i;. viii. 2. a 
passage scarce applicable to the Celtic hound. No wise Veltrarias would think of 
coursing his greyhounds during severe frost. 

Cnm fluidoB gelidSl sisti torpedine rivos 
Yideris, extantesque pedi non cedere glebas, 
Ne campis immitte canes : nam nulla laborura 
Frsemia ; et avulsos vanis conatibus ungues 
Seepe diii, melior pars turmse clauda, dolebit. 

6. Against this havock from frost, Natalia Conies suggests a guard in the use of 
shoes, so formed according to Kuscellius (Schol. in Nat. Com. L. i.) as to let the 
nails pass through the calceamenta coriaceu : 



De Venat. 
L.I. 



Fracastorii 
A Icon. 



Martini 

Lexicon 

Fliilologicum, 



Ast ubi jam Boreas invadit frigidus arva, 
Et glacialis byems currentia flumina sistit, 
Arcendae a plantis concretai frigore crustae, 
Atque armandus erit pes, ne mala frigora Isedant, 
Et tellus concreta gelu, spinseque rigentes. 

But should this guard be insufScient, or inapplicable, and the loss of a nail ensue, the 
poetical physician of Verona supplies a simple restorative : 

Quid ? taceam nimio cum decidit ungula cursu ? 
Frangere namque juvat pallentis grana cumini 
Dentibus, admot&que pedem lenire saliv^ : 
Incipientque novi subcrescere protinus ungues.'' 

The Cynosophium of Demetrius gives its earlier sanction to the efficacy of this 
remedy ; and yet it is probable that any of the gum-resins dissolved in spirit of wine- 
will be found more curative. 

7. Aacreis ^x^' Toiisir6Sas koI ^i.ii^8aKois. So Oppiaa, 

oiS' ainoh Sei\o!s \a(rioKvniw7<n Kayaois. 

Lepus 8ao-iJiroui vocatur, quod hirsutos habeat pedes. 
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Whoever courses with greyhounds ^ should neither shp 
them near the hare, nor more than a brace at a time ; ^ for 
though the hare be remarkably swift-footed, and have often 
beaten many dogs, yet being just started from her form, she 
cannot but be fluttered at heart, and terrified at the hallooing, 
and the hounds pressing close upon her: — and in this way, 
many a noble hare has often ignobly perished without an 
effort, showing no diversion worth mentioning. 

Let the hare, therefore, creep away from her form as if 
unperceived, and recover her presence of mind. And then, if 
she be a racer, ' she will prick up her ears, and bound away 



Chap. XV.* 
Slipping law. 



• In the first and second editions of the Cynegeticus, a chapter is here introduced 
On the Manner and Time of Coursing among the Celts ; but which is more correctly 
placed by Schneider after the nineteenth chapter. Following his example, I have 
omitted it here, and shall introduce it into that part of the treatise to which it natu- 
rally belongs. 

1. "GffTis Kivas hyaSas ^x^t— whoever has good hounds : greyhounds ; elsewhere Vide Stephani 
,, , , , , Schediasm. 

called Kwas wKiias, 



2. The laws of the leash in England, snbscTibed by Thomas Duke of Norfolk, in 
the reign of Elizabeth, speak to these points : 

" That not above one brace of greyhounds do course a hare at one instant. 

" That the fewlerer shall give the hare twelve score law, ere he loose the grey- 
hounds, except it be in danger of losing sight." 

Turberville, however, gives a little more licence as to number of dogs : " If the 
greyhounds be but yong or slowe, you may course with a lease at one hare, but that 
is seldome seene, and a brase of dogges is ynow for such a poore beast." No fair 
courser would slip more than a brace of tried and swift dogs (Sua KlJve, elShe fl^pris) 
after a hare. 

As to the distance at which the hounds are to be slipped to the hare, which in the 
ancient English Cynegetica is called laio, •• it should be," says Turberville, " xii 
score yardes or more, according to the ground and country where she sitteth." So 
Ben Jonson, in the Sad Shepherd, 

But you must give her law : and you shall see her 
Make twenty leaps and doubles, &c. 



L. V. c. XVI. 



The Booke of 

Venerie, &c. 

p. 249. 

Iliad. L. XX. 
V. 360. 



Act II. sc. 8. 



3. Apo/uKhs-a racer. 'O Swojuepos rh aKi\i) pmrf'iv itm, Ka\ kivuv rax^, Kal Aristot. ^ 
^6if„>,,SpoiJ.M6s: a definition equally applicable to man and beast. See the final note "^^ ^'j^'j'^f 
to this chapter. 
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Chap. XV. from her seat with long strides ; and the greyhounds, having 
capered about as if they were dancing, * will stretch out at full 
speed after her. And at this time is the spectacle worthy 
indeed of the pains that must necessarily be bestowed on these 
dogs. 5 



Ouomast. L. t. 

ex. 01. 
Hist. Animal. 
L. XIII. L-. 14. 



Metamorph. 
L. vii. vs. 772. 



4. Ata^^i\fiavTfs Ttk /liKri — havivg tossed about their limbs ; capered about. Arrian 
means to express the anxiety and joy of the greyhound when the liare is just on the 
start. With the same signification Xenophon uses hia^pliifm, the t^ myS^juo tov ad/ia- 
Tos &c. of Pollux. S/cipr^ yovv, says iElian of the hare's start, Tck irpara avh t^s 
y^s, Kal iTTiS^T : and Pollux calls her a\TiKJi' /cal TrjjSijriKii' rh faioj'. 

5. The rush of the greyhound from slips is splendidly described in the Ovidian 
Leelaps : 

jamdudum vincula pugnat 
Exuere ipse sibi, cojloque morantia tendit. 
Vix bene missus erat ; nee jam poteramus, ubi esset, 
Scire ; pedum calidus vestigia pulvis habebat : 
Ipse oculis ereptus erat. Non ocyor illo 
Hasta, nee excussje contorto verbere glandes. 
Nee Gortyniaco calamus levis exit ab arcu. 



Many of the coursing terms employed in the present, the 19th, and 20th chapters, 
on the Celtic mode of following the sport, are illustrated by Michael Drayton's pro- 
saic muse : 



Polyolbion. 
Song XXIII. 



In the proper terms the Muse doth thus report — 
The man whose vacant mind prepares him to the sport. 
The finder sendeth out, to seek out nimble Wat, 
Which crosseth in the field, each furlong, every flat. 
Till he this pretty beast upon the form hath found ; 
Then viewing for the course, which is the fairest ground, 
The greyhounds forth are brought, for coursing then in case, 
And choicely in the slip, one leading forth a brace ; 
The finder puts her up, and gives her courser's law. 
And whilst the eager dogs upon the start do draw. 
She riseth from her seat, as though on earth she flew 
Forced by some yelping cute to give the greyhounds view, 
Which are at length let slip, when gunning out they go 
As in respect of them the swiftest wind were slow • 
When each man runs his horse, with fixed eyes, and notes 
Which dog first turns the hare, which first the other coats : 
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Those are the strongest hares which have their forms in Chap. XVI. 
open and exposed places ; ' for, from boldness, they do not "*'^'- 



They wrench her once or twice, ere she a turn will take, 

What's offer'd by the first, the other good doth make ; 

And turn for turn again with equal speed they ply, 

Bestirring their swift feet with strange agility : 

A harden'd ridge or way, when if the hare do win, 

Then as shot from a bow she from the dogs doth spin. 

That strive to put her oflF, but when he cannot reach her. 

This giving him a coat, about again doth fetch her 

To him that comes behind, wliich seems the hare to bear ; 

But with a nimble turn she casts them both arrear : 

Till oft for want otbreath to fall to ground they make her. 

The greyhounds both so spent that they want breath to take her. 



For the indications of speed, and strength of course, in the hare, see L'Ecole de la 
Chasse, c. iv. " Lievre vigoureux, bon a chasser," &c. " The hare that renneth," 
says De Langley, " w'. right stondyng eeres is but Htel a ferd and is strong ; and jWagfltet Of 
zit whan she holdeth that oone eere upryght stondyng and that other y leyde lowe ®5TO. c. in. 
upon her ryge, she fereth hut litel the houndes. An hare that crompes hure tayle 
upon hure runipe whan she sterteth out of here forme, as a conyng, it is token she is 
stronge and wele rennyng." 

1. Xenophon enters most fully into the description of the hare, her habits, haunts, 
&c. — TroSuKefrraroi fihv oil/ fialv ol 6petot, oi TrcBtpol Se '^ttop, ^paSirarot Se ol eKeiot, 
And so also ^lian, with some difference as to the speed of the mountain and plain 
hares — Aayt^ 5h 6petot ohic oStws rax^is ijcnrepow^ ol toTs ireSiois ^yoiKOvvres, ei fiij Trore 
&pa KdtKetfoi irsdlov ^x^^" vnoK^ifi^vov, 4v tp KarlovTss StaOeoutn, See also Polluc. 
Onomast. L. v. c. xii. and Varr. de R. R. L. iir. c. xii. Much of Xenophon's 
description is versified by Oppian : 



De Venat. 

t. V. 

De Natur^ 

Animal. 

L. XIII. c. 14< 



irruKos IteiSa/Jiev, e^pijs iplSupoii htiiptiv 

ffufia ireXei rvrBhPf Atiffiov bokixt^raTov odas' 

/Saibx SirepBf K6,pi\, $aiol ir(!Scs, oiiK Xaa KuXa, k. 7 . \. 



Cyneget. 
L. III. VS. 604. 



" Of hares soom goon faster and ben stronger than other, as of men and of other 
beestis. And also the pasture and the centre wher thei abiden belpetb moche there- 
to ; ffor whan an hare abideth and formeth in a playn centre ther as no busshes be, 
suche hares ben comonly strengest and wel rennyng. And also whan thei pasture of 
too herbes, that oon is clepyd sorpol and that other pulegium, thei be stronge and fast 
rennyng." 



iSlasBter of 

©ante. c. m. 

fol. 20. 
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Chap. XVI. conceal themselves, but seem to me to challenge the dogs. 
• When com-sed, they do not fly to the woods or groves, how- 

ever near, for immediate liberation from danger, but stretch 
away to the open country ; ^ and during the contest, if they are 
pursued by slow hounds, they moderate their own speed 
according as they are pressed ; but if their pursuers are fast, 
they run with all their might. ^ 

Often when they have turned aside to the champaign 
country, if they perceive a fleet dog following so close as to 
overshadow them, they throw him off" by frequent ricks and 
turns, and again make for the woods, or wherever they know 
of a place of refuge ; and this should be deemed a proof that 
the dog has beaten the hare. For coursers, such at least as 
are true sportsmen, do not take their dogs out for the sake of 
catching a hare, but for the contest and • sport of coursing ; * 



C. F. Paullini 

Lagograph. 

Curios. S. IV. 



Quadripartit, 
Botanicum. 



Book of 
Venerie p. 248. 



.lEIian. de 
Natur. Animal. 
L. XIII. c. 14. 



This superioiity of the upland over the lowland hare continues, according to Paul- 
lini, after death. The flavour of its flesh on the table is as superior in the former to 
what it is in the latter, as the prowess of the one during life surpassed that of 
the other — " Lumbi et dunes, sen coxse," says tlie credulous epicure of Eisenach, 
'' gratissimura proebent alimentum et pulmentum, imprimis marium, qui femellis in 
cibatu merito praiferuntur, praesertini si montium fuerint incols planorumque loco- 
rum, serpyllo, pulegio, et similibus herbis vescentes. Qui enim in palustribus locis 
degunt, vilioris conditionis sunt camis et succi dtterioria." The cause of the infe- 
riority of the latter is furnished by Simon PauUi, " quia illorum intercus et excre- 
mentitia humiditas, quae carneni reddit manu contumacem, non attenuata et consumpta 
est, uti horum, qui fugati sunt." 

2. Turberville observes a hare will take to the open country, if the horsemen stand 
on the covert-side, " then peradventure when shee ryseth, shoe will take towards the 
champayne ; " but I have often seen a hare voluntarily start directly away from the 
covert, without any such obstacle existing to her nearer escape. 

3. Oil ftV i,va\ii7Kei t)|I' lauToi) Sivaiiiv aTa/iitines, rripei S^ toS SiiiicovTos tV 
SpiiijV Kai ihv fifv 5 vaeijs, ou irdm ii/^Ke rb eoutoD rdxas- aWh Ktd ti koI ardaTeiXev, 
as TrfOiKielv luv toD Kwhs, oi niiv airayopemai iirh toC avvrivov toD ifijutv avris. 
OZSe yhp ^fielvav iiv, Ku\ Sp^ eis rh ftj) iirepTroi/ejirfloj 01 rhv KUiphv ivra. 'Ecki' 8e (cai 
6 Kiav J Ukuitos, TTiviKavra 6 AoyAs (pepcTUi Siuv ^ iroSiiv 6(tei, it. t. \. 

4. Ov ydp TOL i-iri Tif a\Sivai Tb Sr\p[ov i^dyovai rks Kivas, oAA^ is l^yava Sp6fLov 
Ka\ S,iu\\av K. T. \. With the fine feelings of a genuine courser, the author considers 
the pleasure of the sport as arising solely from the struggle for victory between the 
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and are glad if the hare meet with an escape : if she fly to Chap, xvi 
any thin brake for concealment, though they may see her 
trembling and in the utmost distress, they will call off their 
dogs, * and more particularly so, when they have run well. ^ 

Often, indeed, when following a course on horseback, have I 
come up to the hare as soon as caught, and myself saved her 
alive : and then, having taken away my dog, and fastened 
him up, allowed her to escape. '' And if I have arrived too 
late to save her, I have struck my head with sorrow, that the 
dogs had killed so good an antagonist. ^ 



hare and dog ; — a trial of the former's speed, its distinctive excellence, (so elegantly 
alluded to by Anacreon in his complimentary ode to the ladies. 



(piais Kipara raipois, 
itoBukItjj/ Kayuois') 



Anacreon. 
11. 1. 



Od. 



against that of the latter, whose shape marks its natural designation for such a com- 
petition. Coursing does not seem to have been otherwise practised as an emulative 
sport in the classic ages ; nor indeed till a very modern period of its annals. 

5. Kol KaTa(pvy6vTa is iKavdai tdToi Sre oKiyas oV5e koI 'iS6mes iirrnx^n «• t. \. — 
A noble paragraph ! conceived and penned in the true spirit of an enlightened 
sportsman — Read it all ye who dare calumniate, with Savary and Soraerville, 



The mean, murderous, coursing crew, intent 
On bluod and spoil ! 



The Chace. 



C. Zeune would read SiayavlaaiTo, as referring to the hare, whose life is spared for 
having run well. Such a reading, if tenable, (which, I fear, for the reasons given by 
Schneider, it is not,) would add much to the beauty of the passage. 

7. How different the sentiments of the Bithynian courser from those of the Sci- 
luntian huntsman : like a modem thistle-whipper or pot-hunter, Xenophon bids us 
search every hiding-place for the worn-out hare, that we may catch her at force, Kct/rSi 
irSSas, or drive her into the snares I while Arrian rejoices in her safety and grieves 
over her accidental capture and destruction. 

8. "Encutra t^iv ks^oX'^i'. Blaue supposes Arrian to strike the greyhound's head as 
a chastisement for having killed the hare : but this interpretation is too absurd to be 
admitted. Many are the examples of the custom of striking the head with the hand. 



De Venat. 

C. VI. 



no 
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Chap. XVI. On this point alone I cannot agree with my namesake. 
I allow indeed that a man may forget every other object of 
which he is enamoured, when he sees a hare found, and pur- 
sued at speed ; 9 but to see her taken is, I own, neither a 
pleasant nor striking spectacle ; but disagreeable rather, and 
not at all likely to make us forgetful of other objects of attach- 
ment. 1" And yet we must not blame Xenophon, considering 



in indication of sudden grief and vexation. Priam is fearfully apprehensive of 
Hector's death, and strikes his head with sorrow : 



Iliad. XXII, 



- Keipa\liv S' Sye Kdtjmro x^P"^" 



0i|/o(7^ avBurx^fteyos, 



Herodot. 
Thalia. 



Fsammetichus expresses his grief in the same way over the rich Egyptian monarch, 
reduced lo mendicancy in his old age, iirX'^foro riiv Ke^a\V — ^'^^ Plutarch tells us 
that Solon began naUtv tV xeipaKiiy koI t' iWa vomv ko! Aryeic, & avu^aivei rots 
vepvnadovffif as soon as he heard of the death of his son. 

9. The joys of the hare-chase have been celebrated, in prose and verse, by the 
successors of the Athenian, in even higher strains than by himself : 



Natalis Comes 

de Venat, 

L. II. 



Tantas amor lepores venandl, gaudia tanta ! 
Hie mens, liic animus, hie est et tota voluntas ! 
Prieponunt reliquis una hac solatia cunctis I 



ittagster of 
©ante. 

fol. 17. 18. 



" The hare is a good lityl beest and moch good sport and lykingis the huntyng of hur 
more than in eny othere beest that eny man knoweth, &c." " the sechyns for the 
hare is a wel faire thing, and the enchasyng of the hare is a wel faire thing, and the 
sleyng of hym with strength is a faire thing," &c. 

The latter, it is lingular, are the very sentiments of Xenophon, reprobated by 
Arrian; and the passage affords one of many proofs of De Langley's acquaintance 
with the Grecian Cynegeticus, See Markham C. C. B. i. p. 33. and Somerville's 
Ghace. 

10. See Xenophon Cyneg. v. 33. Arrian has spoken throughout his treatise 
with the greatest respect of his predecessor's opinions ; but ventures to dififer from 
him in this place, as to the feelings which the poor hare, when caught, should 
excite — 



Sophoclis 
Ajar. 1011. 



3 tSi/ ImdvTuv Si) 6ca/i<iTaji' ^^ol 
&\yiiTT0Vt c5c TrpoffuSov 6(ji6a\fiois ^yd- 



ON COURSING. 



11] 



he was ignorant of greyhounds, if even the capture of a hare 
appeared to him a grand sight, 

I am aware, (even if my instructions were opposed to it), 
how strong the inducement is to halloo, when following a 
course, and that even a dumb man might break forth, as is 
related of the son of Croesus. " 



Chap. XVI. 



It is proper sometimes to speak to the greyhounds; for 
they are pleased at hearing their master's voice, ^ and have the greyhounds. 



CriAp. XVII. 
Cheering 



and yet he almost immediately palliates Xenophon's contrary sentiments, and excuses 
them on account of his ignorance of the Celtic greyhound. 

1 1 . See Herodot. L. i. sect. 85. 6 Se irais ovtos S Afums, &s elBe iirloVTa rhv Tlep- 
eriv,' iirb Seous T€ Kol kbkoS e^^TjJe ^uyiiv eiire Se, '0,vBfiuirf, n^ KTeivc Kpoiirov. The 
tale of the father of history is somewhat differently told by Solinus:—Atys,filius regis, 
mutus ad id locorum, in vocem erupit vi timoris : exclam^sse enim dicitur: " Parce 
patri meo, Cyre, et hominem te esse, vel casibus disce nostris." 

1. Xenophon de Venat. t. vi, 9. apa^o^v fSye, etye S Kives, cVcirfle & K6ves. He 
gives a different cheer at difierent parts of the chase. Pollux explains the whistling 
lialloo by the significant verb imiri^ai — juhilationibus solitis canes cohortari et feris 
immittere — 



Clio. 

C. J. Solini 
Polyhistor. 

C. 1. 



At comites rabidum solitis hortatibus agmeu 
Ignari instigant. 



Ovid. Metara. 
L. III. 



So Venus in pursuit of her beloved Adonis, 



Per juga, per silvas, dumosaque saxa vagatur 
Nuda genu, vestem ritu succincta Dianse ; 
Hortaiurqne canes, &c. 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. X. 535. 



Incipiam captare feras, et reddere pinu 
Cornua, et audaces ipse monere canes. 



Propert. L. ii, 

El. XVIII. ad 

Cynthiam, 



Nemesian approaches nearer to the text, in liis probable allusion to the same variety 
of sound ; 



Necnon consuetaj norint hortamina vocis, 

Seu cursus revocent, jubeant sen tendere cursus. 



Cyneget. 
V. 196. 
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Chap. XVII. consciousness of his presence, and of their brilliant running not 
escaping his notice, as an encouragement and reward for their 
exertions. 

There is no objection to your cheering your hound as often 
as you like in his first course ; but in his second or third, 
when it is probable that he is fagged, I think it wrong to cheer 
him very often by name, lest from his ardour, and desire of 
pleasing his master, he exert himself beyond his strength, and 
suffer some inward rupture ; an accident which has been fatal 
to many a high-bred greyhound. But he should be allowed to 
slacken his running as he chooses. For the contest is by no 
means equal between the hare and greyhound : ^ the hare runs 



But Airian means more than is expressed in either of these passages : by opoiicurrl 
iiTi\4yiiv we are to understand speaking to, and cheering the hounds by name ; as in 
the following chaj)ter^eB7C S> Kiji^h, edye S b6vvu, kcAus ye S 'Opfiii — 

2, 6 ay&iv Aayu^ ko! kwi — accurately and beautifully described in the Ovidian 
simile j 



Metamorph. 
L. 1. 533. 



Ut canis in vacuo leporem cum Gallicus arvo 
Vidit ; et hie praedam pedibus petit, ille salutem : 
Alter inhsesuro similis, jam jamque tenere 
Sperat, et extento stringit vestigia rostro ; 
Alter in ambiguo est, an sit deprensus, et ipsis 
Morsibus eripitur ; tangentiaque ora relinquit. 



and in the fable of Cephalus and Procris, the Teumesian fox being substituted for the 
hare ; 



Metamorph. 
L. vn. 781. 



Tollor eo capioque novi speclacula cursfis : 
Qua modo deprendi, modo se subducere ab ipso 
Vulnere visa fera est : nee limite eallida recto. 
In spatiuraque fugit ; sed decipit ora sequentis, 
Et redit in gyrum, ne sit suus impetus hosti. 
Imminet hie sequiturque parem : similisque tenenti 
Non tenet, et vacuos exercet in aiira morsus. 



When reading these and, other splendid fables of tliis poet, and his similes illustrative 
of terror and rapidity of flight, and eagerness of pursuit, in tlie parties represented, 
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where she likes, and the dog pursues ; she shifts her course/ Chap. XVII. 
throws him off, and darts forward ; and if thrown out, the dog 
is wide of the hare, and must again stretch away after her 
a-head, and recovei; what he has lost of the course by overr 
shooting himself. 



it strikes us as probaMe that he was a practical courser, " Apollinis et Diana; utrius- 
que sectator,*' and derived his imagery from experience in the field. To the tales of 
" Cephalus and his greyhound Laelaps," and of " Daphne in Laurum " with its cited 
accompaniment, we may add much of the poetical ornament of Arethusa's plaintive 
and terrified flight from the lustful Alpheus, 



Sic ego currebam ; sic me ferus ille premebat, ...&c. 
in which the classic courser will discover many allusions to liis favourite sport : 



JMetaniorpli. 
h. V. 604. 



Nee me velocior ille, 
Sed tolerare diu cursus ego viribus irapar 
Non poteraiii : longi patiens erat ille laboris. 
Per tamen et carapos, per opertos arbore monies, 
Saxa quoque et rupes, et qua via nulla, cucuni. 
Sol erat a tergo : vidi praecedere longam 
Ante pedes umbram : nisi si timer ilia videbat. 
Sed eerie sonituque pedum terrebar; et ingens 
Crinales vittas afBabat anhelitus oris. 



Ejusdem 
V. 609. 



And when the affrighted nymph is rescued by the interposition of a cloud from her 
pursuer's grasp, and hears the cry " lo Aretlmsa, lo Arethusa," the poet compares 
her to a hare in a brake under bimilar terror, 



Lepori, qui vepre latens hostilia cernit 
Ora canum, nuUosque audetdare corpore motus: 



Ejusdem 
V. 627. 



as if the chase of this little animal had supplied him with the outline of his picture. 

3. 'O liiy ^eXi^tts -rhy Sp6iiOV &c. So iElian, SpSfioir Se eva Koi ifliii/ ou 6e7, Sevpo 
Se Kol iKucre vapaK\lvei, Kol i^eXlrTei tij koX rp, iKirX^rrav Toiis Kvvas Kal ojraTwi/. 

4. Apollonius Rhodius has well expressed the k6v(s SeSarinevm &yoTis straining 
after the game with open jaws ; 

Tvrdhv Se TiTaLv6ff.evot ^er&tnffBtv 



De NaturSk 

Animal. 

L. xiii. c. 14. 



Argonaut. 
L. II. 2S0. 
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Chap. XVII. Moreover, the natural difficulties of the country are more in 
favour of the hare, than the dog— such as rough and stony 



and Virgil in the simile of the " vividus Umber;'' copjing, probably, the poet of the 
Argonauts, 



jEneid. 
L. XII. 754. 



Hieret hians, jam jamque tenet, similisque tenenti 
Increpuit malis, morsaque elusus inani est. 



The hare under pursuit has a peculiar sensibility of sounds behind her. To this 
excellence she owes her preservation from the danger of her pursuers. By this 
faculty she often outstrips the fleetest brace of greyhounds, attentive to the noise of 
every stretch, and sound of every pant : 



Statii Theb. 
L. V. 168. 



Prsecipital suspensa fugam ; jam jamque teneri 
Cre4it, et elusos audit concurrere morsus. 



The Booke of 
Venerie, 
p. 248. 



Bacon, of 

Discourse, 

Essay xxxii. 



" It is a gallant sporl," says Turberville, " to see how the hare will turne and 
wind to sJive herselfe out of the dogges mouth. So that sometimes even wlien you 
thiuke that your greyhound doth (as it were) gape to take her, she will turns and 
cast them a good way behind her : and so saveth herselfe by turning, wrenching, and 
winding, until she reach some covert and so save her life." And a far greater than 
this translator of Fouilloux has remarked : "We see in beasts, that those that are 
weakest in the course, are yet nimblest in the turne ; as it is betwixt the greyhound 
and the hare." 

Scarce inferior to his poetical predecessor of Venusium, the classic Darcius slips 
his swift-footed Pterelas after the started hare, in a sketch which places the course 
before the reader's eyes : 



Darcii Ve- 
nusini Canes. 



Ocyus insequitur Pterelas, cursuque citato 
Intervalla facit lati decrescere campi. 
Jam propior propiorque inicat, jam captat bianii 
Summa pedum rostro, jam terga fugacia stringit. 
lUe pavet, flexoque obliquat tramite cursus, 
Et dubi^ trepidans formidine, jamque teneri 
Se putat, et rursiim tangentis ab ore recedil, 
Fataque momento sibi prorogat, aemula donee 
Rostra levis mergat miserando in corpore victor, 
Fulmineus victor, geraino cui tramite lumbos 
-Spina subit graciles, et castigata cucrcet 
Ilia suhstrictus venter, slant crura volantem 
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grounds,^ steeps and inequalities of surface — both because she Chap. XVII. 
is light, and because her feet, from their wooUiness, are not 
liable to be lacerated by the roughness of the ground ; ^ and 



PriBteritura notuin, longo internodia ductu 
Pes geril, in ccelum toUantur acumine bino 
AuriculcE, flexoque in Isevia tergora gyro 
ErectsE redeunt falcata voluraina caudee. 

Mr. Gay's " Ilural Sports," Cnnto 2nd, afford the only poetical description of a 
liare-course in the Englisli language, with which I am acijuainled, in addition to that 
already cited from the Polyolbion of Michael Drayton : 

Vet if for sylvan sports thy bosora glow, Canto ii. 

Let thy fleet greyhound urge liis fiying foe. 

With what delight the rapid course I view ! 

How does my eye the circling race pursue ! 

He snaps deceitful air witli empty jaws, 

The subtle hare darts swift beneath his paws : 

Slie flies, he stretches : now with.nimble bound 

Eager he presses on, but overshoots liis ground : 

She turns, he winds, and soon regains the way, 

Then tears with gory mouth tlie screaming prey. 

5. Oi tpeWwvfs. I have not met with this word elsewhere. XenophOn has t4 
ipehKia, chap. v. De Yen., to signify the sarae kind of stony ground. The Scholia on 
the Acharnenses of Aristophanes, Act ii. sc. ii. explains ^eWeiis as rocky ground, 
stony beneath, with a superficial covering of earth— such as we see on the slopes of 
liills, perhaps. *6,\\!is occurs in Hesychius : axXriphs t(!tos koX Suffepyiis, Koi ^| ^iri- 
TToXijs verpiSiis- Possibly the English term " fell " may be derived from the Greek 
(peWhs or (beWeiis. 

6. n6Sas rohs vp6<reev Hxpais iypoiis, (rreyoi/s, opBois- tovs S( &m<rBey arepeoiis, irAa- Xenophon. de 

. , , / . /!- Venat. c. v. 

TCiS- -irdiiras Si ouSevis rpax^os tppovri^omas. 

ni(pvKe yap Satrbs robs ir6Sas Kol 5)) KoX -rav rpaxioiv wex^Tat. Tlie term Sairiirovs .Slian. de 
is evidently derived from the woolly covering of the hare's feet ; originally an adjective ^L.'xm."l4'.' 
expressive of tliis peculiarity, but subsequently used to designate the hare herself. 
To the same origin Junius refers the English term roiict— "coniculus :" '■ Quotquot Franc. Jiinii 
unquam observarunt Anglos, in hnguEe vernaculai pronuntiatione, o sonare ut a, facile ^^.^'^^^ . ^je. 
mecum credent olim fuisse rabbet, quod nunc rabbet pronuntiant et scribunt. Atque 1743. 

ita rabbet illud fortasse corruptnm fuerint ex rauglifet, quod expriralt Gr. Saffra-our." 

The English word hare is derived by the same Etymologist from the Anglo-Saxon 
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CiJAP. XVII. the running for her life, too, takes away all sense of diffi- 
culties. 

Chap. XVIII. When the greyhound has caught the hare, or been otherwise 
Praising, &c. victorious in the course,^ you should dismount from your horse, 
pat him with your hand and praise him, kissing his head, and 
stroking his ears, and speaking to him by name — " Well done, 
Cirras 1"^—" Well done, Bonnas !"3_« Bravo, my Horme !"* 
— calling each hound by his name ; for, like men of generous 
spirit, they love to be praised : ^ and the dog, if not quite tired 
out, will come up with joy to caress you. At this time, it is a 
good sign for him to roll himself on the ground, as we see 
horses do ; ^ for it shows that he is not done up with the 
course, and, at the same time, rolling refreshes him. 



hard. " A. S. Iiara videtur esse ab har, pilus ; quoniam, ut est apud Plinium, ' vil- 
losissimum animalium lepus.' " 

1. Let him be made to feel in tlie words of Ovid, 

non tarn 
Turpe fuit viuci, quara coiitendisse decorum. 

It is a great point to encourage a young hound, wlieiher he kill or not. 

Plutarch remarks in his treatise on the Comparative Instinct of Land and Water 
Animjils, that the Canes Venatici, generally, tear their game and lick up the blood 
greedily, when they kill it themselves ; but if the animal, of which they are in pur- 
suit, expire from exhaustion, before they reach it, they merely wag their tails, and do 
not lacerate it ; showing thereby that the contest was not for the flesh of the animal, 
but rather for the glory of victory. 

2. Ki^^o — derived probably from the red colour of the dog. 

3. Bivva — the derivation of this canine name is unknown to me. 

4. 'OpiiJ>i — Arrian's own much-valued hound : to the same kennel perhaps belonged 
Cirras and Bonnas. 

^lian. de ®' "'"' '^ ^^^"' '"' "'*"' 'Z"^"'''''''''* ^'' ^avrif </)u<riK^s- /iii y^p Seicrfloi Kpeur, oA\^ 

Nat. Animal. J-tKrjs ip^.!/. 

L. vni. i;. 11. " Trahimur omnes laudis studio," says Cicero, " et optimus quisque maxime 
glorii ducitur." 

G. Pliny also makes the same remark, " Canes a cursu volutatio juvat, ut veterina 
ijugo." 
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The more opulent Celts,i who live in luxury, course in the 
following manner. They send out hare-finders 2 early in the 
morning to look over such places as are likely to afford hares 
in form ; * and a messenger brings word if they have found 
any, and what number. They then go out themselves, and 
having started the hare, slip the dogs after her, and follow on 
horseback.* 



Chap. XIX.» 

Celtic mode of 
coursing witli 
hare-finders. 



But others, who have no hare-finders, go out on horseback, 
collecting a large party of fellow-sportsmen together ; and 
coming to likely lying-ground, when a hare is started, they 
slip their dogs. While others again, who are more of work- 
men at the sport, sally forth on foot ; * and if any one 



Chap. XX. 

Without hare- 
finders. 



* In the Paris edition of 1644, in Blancard'a of 1683, and in Zeune's, tliis Chapter 
stands after Chap. xiv. ; but, on the authority of Schneider, it is more appropriately 
introduced in this place. Indeed the present, and two following chapters, treat of 
the different modes of coursing among the Celts, and might all be united under one 
title. 

1. "Oiroi liiv vKovTovatv aliTuv (toi -rpvtpuaai — the superior class of Celtic gentry, 
nobility, &c. 

2. Tohs KwronreiiTovTas — finders to look over, &c. The French say, "allerala Encyc. Method, 
vue." — " c'est decouvrir s'il y a dans le pays des b^tes courables." 



3. 'AvaTrav6fievos Kaydis. No description can surpass in accuracy and elegance 
that of the hare in her form by the elder Xenophon : KoTOK^iVeToi Se iitoBih to imo- 
KdrMa inrh rhs \ay6vtts, rh Sh Trp6ff6ev ffxeKri ri, ir\f'i<rTa irviiSeis Kul iKrelvas, iir' &icpovs 
Se robs irdSas rijv y4vvv KaTaGeis, ret bh Sna lirtircTcfffas ^-jtI Tcts oj/ioTrXdras' etra Se 
ino(rTeyet t4 iypd- ex« Se koI tV rplx" OTeyaviiv TrvKv)\ yh.p kh! iUoAok^. 

4. The example of the Celtic nobility of Arriaii's days was followed by those of a 
later date. Bruyer relates (de Re Cib. c. 24.) " Gallia omnis leporibus scatet, ideoque 
Itorum venatio peculiaris est mediocri nobilitati et primarife non invisa." And Bap- 
tista Guarinus notes of the Veronese territory, that it abounds with hares, and affords 
opportunities for long courses : 

Najnque hie si studeas lepores agitare fugaces, 
Cursibus effusis aiquora longa patent. 



p. 439. 

De Venat. 
c. V. 10. 



1. hvTovpyoi KWTiyiamv. Upon this expression Henry Stephens merely remarks. 
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Cha 



XX. 



Beating the 
ground. 



accompanies them on horseback, it is his duty to keep up with 
the dogs. 

They beat the ground in regular array, with an extended 
front, proceeding in a straight hne to the completion of a 
certain extent of country ; and then, wheeling about in a body, 
return in the same way by the side of their former track, 
omitting as far as possible none of the likely lying. ^ 

But it is necessary, if many dogs are taken into the field, 
that they should not be left at random, and without arrange- 
ment. For when the hare is started from her form, not a man 
would refrain from slipping his hound after her : one from 
eagerness to see his own dog run, and another from being 
startled and beside himself at the hallooing ; and the hare 
would.be caught, in consequence of the crowd and confusion 
of the dogs, without a struggle, and the whole value of the 



Schediasm. 
L. V. c. XVI, 



Cyneg. i 
V. 148. 



TurberviUe's 

Booke of 
Hunting, &c. 



" quod loquendi genus observatione dignum est," — offering no explanation : Zeune 
interprets " qui pedites venantur, studio rei capti :" Holsten, " qui ipsi per se rena- 
tionis studio incumbunt :" — those wlio have to do with the. practical part of the 
sport, as the slippers, leaders of the hounds, &c. the actual workmen. Such were 
the epyow6i'oi Kparepo) of Oppian, the bearers of the hunting gear to the covert, &c. 

2. 'E/circprfairi 5e eirl fierilmov rax9(vTes. We here sec the military tactician : after 
the lapse of nearly seventeen centuries, no improvement has taken place in the mode 
of beating for a hare. One of our best English manuals of coursing, whose author 
was probably as expert in the field as his predecessor of Bithynia, thus describes ths 
plan adopted in the days of good Queen Bess : " To course y^. hare you must send 
either hare- finders before you to find some hare sitting, or els yourself w^. your com- 
pany may range and beat over the fields until you either find a hare sitting, or start 
her. 1 have marked ye. hare-finders in their seeking of a hare in Northamptonshyre, 
and they will never beat but one end of a furlong : and that shall be the end which is 
downe the wind or from the wind ; for they hold opinion that a hare will not (by 
her wil) sit with her head into the wind. He ihat will seeke a hare must go over- 
thwart the lands ; and every land that he passeth over, let him hcginne with his eye 
at his foot, and so looke downe the land to the furlong's end, first on the one side 
and then on the other"; and so shall he find y". hare sitting in her forme : assoone as 
he espyeth her he must cry iSo haw. Then they which lead the greyhounds may come 
neare : and you may appoynt which greyhounds shall course. Then let him wliich 
found the hare, go towards her and say, Up, piisse, up ! untill she rise out of her 
forme.'' 
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spectacle destroyed. On which account a steward should be Chap. XX. 
appointed over the sport, ^ should match the dogs, and give Steward, 
orders to the field : — if the hare start on this side, you and 
you are to slip, and nobody else ; but if on that side, you and 
you ' and let strict attention be paid to the orders given. * 



3. "PLfxavra — " the judge expert in coursing " of Turberville, p. 249. 

It appears to me. from this passage that the Celts coursed with each hound held in 
a single slip and collar, and started probably simultaneously with his appointed com- 
peer, held in juxtaposition by a second person. Some commentators, however, are 
of opinion, from the term o-uvSuafeTM, that the dogs were held in double collars, or 
couples ; but if so, we must still suppose, from the words iri xal ai iiriKiuv, that 
two persons were appointed to let the dogs loose at the same time : 

Copula dctrahitur canibus. Ovid. Met. 

L. vir. 7G9. 

Xenophon particularly enjoins, in his instructions on hare-hunting, that the Spartan 
hounds should be held in separate collars at the covert-side : iKdarriv x^plsi (each 
apart) 6ir»s ttv eHKuroi Siat. De Venat. 

The ancient slip or slippe (ab elabendo Vlit. p. 94.) was formed by a leading thong *•■ ^'" 

or lyam, passed through the ring of the dog's collar, the two ends being held in the 
hand of the slipper, or keeper. When the dog was loosed, the slipper let go one 
end of the thong, and drew the other wilh his hand from the eye of the collar, 
whereby the dog was liberated with the collar on his neck, the lyam remaining in the 
slipper's hand. (See Xenophon, Pollux, and Conrad Gesner, on these accoutre- 
ments : the latter is copious on the subject in his Hist. Quadrup. " Canis.") Such 
a representation of greyhounds coursing, with collars on their necks, we have in 
Montfaucon, Tom. iit. Liv. iv. pi. 176. (Chasse au Lievre.) Nor are the incum- ggg the 

hrances, which envelop the necks of Chrysis and Aura in this beautiful gem, got rid lithograpli of 
of in the coursing plates of " The Gentleman's Recreations,"— so few are the im- Aura^" 

provemeuts in the practical department of the leash, from the days of Arrian till 
those of Richard Blome. The modern method of slipping a brace of greyhounds, at 
the same instant of time, from double spring or wedge collars, is of recent introduc- 
tion ; having its origin, probably, at the institution of public coursing meetings. 

4. Ol 5^ iiiTtfioiv^av ri Tax^iv. Obedience to the orders of the ipx^v or aywvo- 
Serris, in a coursing field, is an essential point of discipline : indeed, we could not 
select any more important for the regulation of such an assemblage than the brief and 

emphatic injunction of our author in his Tactics, " silence and attention to orders" — Artiani Tactic. 
,riya ««! 7rp^«x^ t# ^apary^WoH-^^V j,^ Bkncard. 
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Chap. xxi. The Celts sometimes course with a mixture of sagacious and 
Coursing with swift-footed houuds ; ' and while the dogs of scent are trying, 

sagacious and 
swift hounds 
together. 



IBlagStW Ot t. This method of coursing was practised in England in the days of Edmund De 
iffiame. Langley (A. D. 1380). From the instructions which he gives relative to it, it 

fol. 99. appears that the greyhounds were placed, as amongst the Celts, on the outside of the 

covert. So also in the beautiful poetry of Scott : 



Marmion. 

Introduction to 

Canto rr. 



And foresters in greenwood trim 
Lead in the leash the gazehounds grim. 
Attentive as the brachet's bay 
From the dark covert drove the prey 
To slip them as he drove away. 
The startled quarry bounds amain, 
As fast the gallant greyhounds strain. 



De Canibus et 

Venatione 

Libellus. 



U. Aldrovand. 

de Quad. Digit. 

Vivip. L. II. 



" Nos autem vidimus," says Blondus, " venantes in capiendis leporibus hunc 
modum servare insidiandi. Divisi ac sparsi venatores' per inculta frequentius quam 
per culta, arte quidam incedunt laqueis canem leporarium delinentes : spineta et 
sentes, sive dumeta, saltusve potius celebranles quam nemora. Nonnunquam etiam 
praemittunt odorum canem qui e latebris pellat timidum leporem, post quern e laqueis 
mittnnt canem fugacem, altis clamoribus persequentes, qui sunt exhortationes fuga- 
cium canum." 

*' In montosis locis (agri Bononiensis) ob rubetorum frequentiam, canibus saga- 
cibus ad lepores excitandos utuntur, delude visis leporibus canes leporarios solvunt," 
&c. 

The classic poet of Barga, although we look in vain for a description of the hare- 
course throughout his varied and copious Cynegeticon, has left us the following 
counterpart in the machinery of the fox-chase with swift-footed bounds : 



P. Angel. Barg. 
Cyneg. L. vi. 



Interea, juvenes qua sunt asperrima campi 
Dumeta, et spinis clivus consurgit acutis, 
Obsedere vias, alii qua mane tepenli 
Flamine in ad versos auras fert Eurus odoras, 
Veloces tenuere canes : turhamque sagacem 
Immisere, premant patulis, quae naribus hostem 
Obscenam, et dumis sese occultare paranteni, 
Conantemque animam tristi suhducere letho. 
Quam postquam certo latratu ursere propinquam, 
Solvunlur canibus curracia vincla Lacasnis : 
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they stand apart with the greyhounds, leading them in their Chap. xxi. 
hands where it is most probable the hare will direct her 
course, that they may slip them at her when she breaks cover. - 
And here the greyhounds answer the same purpose as Xeno- 
phon's nets; ' But the courses in this way are irregular and 
confused, and the hare, however good, is generally so terrified 
at the barking of the finders, that, unless she get far enough 
a-head to be able to recover herself, she is easily caught, being 
frightened out of her wits. * 



and this is again followed by other chases, wherein the wolf and stag are (he grey- 
hound's qiiaiTy. 

See also L'Ecole de la Chasse, (Rouen, 1788,) " Manieie de prendre les loups 
avec les Icvriers." 

2. "Oirtos &v roi Trpo^wpp. " Qii^cunque ratione fieri potest," lad. Griec. Z, 
" When slie is going off," Blane. 

3. Kal elfflv al Kuves aitraij J( rt irep al &pKvs UevofpSiVTt iKcivcfj^ From some curious 
Dialogues composed by Elfric, Duke of Mercia, in Latin, Mr. Turner has shown that 
our ancestors resembled their continental neighbours in these field sports. 

" I an) a hunter to one of the kings. — How do you exercise your art ? I spread 
my nets, and set them in a fit place, and instruct my liounHs to pursue the wild deer 
till they come lo the nets unexpectedly, and so are entangled, and I slay them in the 
nets. — Cannot you hunt ivilliout nets? Yes, with swift hounds I follow the wild 
deer. — Wliat wild deer do you chiefly take f Harts, boars, and rein-deer, and goats, 
and sometimes hares,'' &c. 

4. 'Trrh Trjs K\ayyTis rav kvvuv, &c. Kvv&v iip60ri(rev ijiOKKii : for a practical 
exemplification of a course conducted upon the principle of uniting speed and saga- 
city in the same pack, see Mr. Hobhouse's description of his sport with his host at 
Votizza. To "four wire-haired Lacouni" were added "three mongrel pointers, 
and several curs . . . with a large parly of men on foot and horseback, making as 
much noise as possible." It is scarce necessary to slate the poor hare was killed 
" after a short run." 

This method of coursing (if it deserve the n.ime) was much in use in France two 
centuries or more ago. "They use their greyhounds," says Turberville, ".only to 
set backsets, or receytes for deare, wolfe, fox, or such-like. Whereas we here in 
England do make great account of such pastime as is to be seen in coursing with 
grevhounds at deare, hare, foxe, or such-like, even of themselves, when there are 
neyther hounds hunting, nor other mcane to help them." 

Edmund De Langley, in his iMaj)Ster 0( ffisiltt, condemns tlie union of sagacious 
and fleet hounds, " spaynels and greihoundes," in the same field ; for " the spaynel 

Q 



V^nerie 

Normande. 

t. VI r. 



Hist, of the 
Anglo-Saxons. 



Apollon. 

Rhod. 
L. III. 13. 

Journey thro' 
Albania, &c. 
J-etter xvu. 
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Chap. XXI. Whoever, therefore, is a good slipper, should not let go his 
dog while the hare is at all bewildered, (unless he would 
destroy the sport,) but should allow her to make her first turns, 
and then slip. 



Chap. XXH. 
Ware Leveret. 



Let it be deemed unlawful to slip to a young hare ; * but 
rather, in obedience to my namesake, spare such for the 
Goddess.^ If possible, indeed, you should endeavour to call off 



wil make al the ryot and al the harrae." The latter's mode of hunting is beautifully 
described by Darcius of Venusiura : 



Canes. 



Hi si forte levis toto lepus errat in arvo, 
Pone legent rostro vestigia nota sagaci : 
Et modo transverse, modo recto jugera sulco 
Scrutantur, &c. 



Xenophon. 
de Venatione. 

u. y. 14. 



1. Ta ij.iv oZv Kiav veoyvh. ol (j>t\oKW7iy4Tai a<piuffi rrj Qe^. But the same mercy 
^as not extended to fawns : see Xenoph. de Venat. t. ix. 1. 

2. T^ ©ea. Diana ayporepa, or Venatrix. 



Homer. Iliad. 

¥■ 



''AprefjLis aypoTepTj. 



irdrvia Qripuv 



Homer. Hymn, 
in Dian. 



aypy Tfpwofi4vri irayxpicf^a T6(,a rtraivet. 



So, in the Anacreontic Airaveia, 



yowovnai cr' iKa<(i7i$6\e, 
p,av6^, iral Aihs, aypttov 
Seairoiv', "Aprf/u, Sripuv. 

Polluc. Onom. By Pollux the worshipful goddess is variously called dvpoTEpo, koI Kwiryhis, koI 

. V. c. 1. 13. ipixieripos, Kol hpila. For the popular belief respecting her many vocations, see 

Callimach. H.in Dian. How graphically is she decked out, in all her sylvan trim, bv 

Nemesian, in tlie following address to her, to aid, with her many sporting associates, 

the essay of his Cynegetical Muse ! 



Neraesian. 
Cyneg. 86. 



Tu modo quae saltus placidos silvasque peievras 
LatoniE, Phccbe, magnum decus, eja age suetus 
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the dogs on scent ; though they are with difficulty checked, Chap. XXII. 
being intractable from hunger, and so keen at devouring 
whatever prey they take, that you can scarce drive them 
away, even by beating them with sticks. 

You should course the stag, or any game of equal size in the Chap. XXIII. 
same way, slipping high-couraged hounds ; ^ for the animal is Stag-couismg. 



Sume habitus, arcamque manu : pictamque pliaretram 

Suspende ex liumeris : sint aurea tela, sagitts : 

Candida puniceis aptentur crura cothurnis : 

Sit clilamys aurato multiim sub legmine lusa, 

Corrugesque sinus geininatis baltheus arctet 

Nexibus : implicibus cohibe diademate crines. 

Tecum Naiades faciles, viridique juventi 

Pubentes Drjades, Nymphseque, unde aranibus humor, 

Adsint, et docilis decantet Oreadas Echo. 

Due age, Diva, tuum frondosa per avia vatem. 

Te sequimur : tu pande domos et lustra ferarum. 

See Lucian's Deorum Dialogi, Venus et Cupido, for the pursuits of Diana ; and 
for several elegant representations of her in her sporting attire, see Montfaucon, 
Tom. I. Perrier, Tab. 64. Goltzii Numismata Grseciffl, &c. Tab. vii. f. 1. Insular 
Medals, Tab. xvii. f. 1. Morell. Tab. xv. Passerii Tom. in. Tah. 88. &c. A few 
of the most classic gems and medals have been faithfully copied in outline by Mr. 
Haghe from tlie antique, and annexed to this vrork ; they are taken from Montfau- 
con, who had previously borrowed them from La Chausse and Beger. 

The translation of Mr. Blane does not extend beyond this Chapter. 

1 . Xenophon De Venat. u. ix. recommends Indian dogs for deer-hunting, as they 
are strong, large, swift-footed, and resolute. 

In the ancient field sports of Britain we find the deer, the wolf, and the fox, and 
even sometimes the wild cat, (of which last the iSlaSSter o( CBaUte c. x. reports, 
" he hath the Devyllis spyryt,") coursed with greyhounds : but at present these 
diversions are discontinued, and the hare alone deemed worthy of the honourable 
distinction of competing in speed with the Celtic hound : 



And where that ye come in playne or in place, 
I shall you tell whyche ben bestys of encliace : 
One of they m is the bucke : a nother is the doo : 
The foxe and the marterou : and the wylde roo. 



Book of 
St. Alban's. 
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Chap. XXIII. large, runs a long while, and is by no means safe to contend 
with ; 2 indeed there is no little danger of a greyhound being 
destroyed by a stag. ' 

But where the plains are adapted for riding, as in Mysia, 
Dacia, Scythia, and Illyricum,* they are in the habit of 



The coursing of deer was a recreation of high repute, and was divided into two 
sorts ; the jiaddock, and the forest or purlieu. See Daniel's Rural Sports. But a 
betier authority, Turberville, in " a short observation set downe by the Translatour, 
concerning couriing with greyhoundes," attached to " The Booke of Hunting," has 
given us his remarks on coursing deer, and the method of doing it in the olden time 
with " teasers," (" to start the deare from the whole heard, or make a low deare 
strain,") " side laies" (" to way-lay him by the midway,") and " back-sets, or 
receits," (to meet him " full in the face — to the end they may the more amase 
him.") See Turberville's Appendix to his translation of Fouilloux, and '■ The Go- 
veniour," B. i. c. 17. 

2. M670 T6 ycip Th BTjplov, &c. " He is of all beasts," says Gervase Markham, 
" the goodliest, stateliest, and most manly :" and Buffon, after describing the stag 

Hist. Naturelle. with his wonted eloquence, concludes, " sa grandeur, sa legerel^, sa force le dis- 
tinguent assez des autres habitans des bois: et comiue il est le plus noble d'entre 
eux, il ne sert aussi qu'aux plaisirs des plus nobles des hommes ; il a, dans tous les 
tempsj occup61e loisir des heros." 

" A red deare will beare sometimes foure or five brase of greyhounds before they 
can pull him downe : such wonderfull force he is of, and can so easily shake off a 
greyhound when he pincheth him," 

3. 'O KlvSums oil aiuKpbs, &c. " He that hatli a good hare greyhound, shal do 
very evill to course a deare with him, for it wil both bruse liim and make him lyther : 
and the course at the hare is much the nobler pastime.", 

Oppian denies that deer butt with theur horns, and thereby endanger the dogs : 



Bocike of 
Hunting, 
p. 247. 

p. 247. 



Cynegeticus 
II. 184. 



oSiroTC fap Ki<pa\y<j>a' evavria SijpiiroivTo, 
ou ii](Krl Kparepois, ovk &pya\4ouri Kinaai : 



De Venat. but Xenophon, a practical authority, affirms it — toIs Kfpaai iratfi Kai tois irotrlv. The 
"■ '^- thrust from the tynes, or branches, of the stag's horns,. were accounted far more 

dangerous to a human being than those of the boar's tusk : 

If thou be hurt with horn of stag, it brings thee to thy bier : 

But barber's hand shall board's hurt heal ; thereof have thou no fear. 



Hippolyt. 
Act. J. 71. 



4. "EvSct ^a TnSia (uiiKara. The Homeric scholai will remember the Nomade tribes 
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coursing deef with Scythian and Illyrian horses ; which. Chap. XXIIL 
though slow at first in pursuit, and utterly despicable, as far as 
appearance goes, by the side of those of Thessaly, Sicily, or 
Peloponnesus, hold out to the last under the most severe work.* 
On such occasions you will see the huge, swift, proud-looking 
horse flagging, and this lean and scrubby little animal at first 
passing him, then leaving him behind, and at last even driving 
the stag away from him. He holds on indeed until the stag 
gives out and stops, gasping with distress ; ® when you may, if 



of this champaign region, on whom Jupiter cast his eyes in looking from Mount Ida 
towards Thrace. The Mysians were of the number : 

airhs Sh iraXii/ rpiirev Saffe (paeivli, Iliad, i/'. 3. 

v6(ripu/ i<S>^ linroTr6\av ©ppKuii' KoSopdiievos alav, 
Mvauv t' ci.yxt^ix-X^^j '^^'^ ayaviJov 'ImnjixoKyuv, &c. 

Seneca speaks of the " Vacuisque vagus Sarmata campis," — Claudian, of the " gens De rv. Consu! 



exercita campo," — and an earlier poet, the exiled Ovid, in one of his mournful 
elegies, commemorates the Scythian's skill in horsemanship : 



Honorii. 



Protinus aiquato siccis aquilonibus Istro, Tristium 

T , .■-,,, ,■ L- III- EI. X. 

Invehitur celeri barbarus bostis equo : 

Hostis equo pollens longeque volante sagittS. 

Vicinam late depopulatur humum. 

Strabo notices the hunting propensities of the inbabitants of the Scythian and Sar- 
matian plains (L. xvii.) ; and the eloquent historian of the Decline and Fall en- Hist, of Rome, 
larges on the vigour and patience both of the men and horses in the continual exer- 'o'- "• f^- xxvi. 
cise of the chase. From the way in which these pastoral tribes of the Scythian 
plains are introduced by Arrian in connexion with the Celtic coursing, we may con- 
clude that they were Celto-Scythians. 

5. The highest praise is bestowed by Oppian on Sicilian horses, aidraroi 2ikcAo£ ; Cyneg. i. 
but fleeter than these are the Armenians and Parthians ; and fleetest of all, the ^ • 
Iberians. 

6. 'O Se 4s ToaovTOV &pa aj/Te'x". 

I non ilium unquam genibusve labantem "• Angelii 

Videris, aut animam fessum vix ore trahentem. ° j^ ^^ 

Verum importune potuit superesse labori 
Acrior, atque novas currendo acquirere vires, 
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Chap. XXIII. you choose, spear him at close quarters as if enfettered, ^ or 
throw a noose over his neck,^ and lead him away alive. 

Chap. XXIV. In Africa there is a mode -of coursing on Libyan horses, i 

Coursin*g"of <^^lled Nomades, on which the sportsmen, mounted, catch not 

Wild Asses, only red and roe deer,^ (for these are taken with little eflFort, 

and the horses are not esteemed good in consequence,^) but also 



Velocem quandoque fug^ prsevertere cervum, 
Et premeie immanes animis optavimus apros. 

7. "E^f iTTii' ijSri, el fiev $oi\oio, aKOvrlffai iYyiiBev iis ireTreSTj/ie'i'Tjv. 



Virgil. Georg. 
L. III. V. 374. 



Cominus obtruncat ferro, graviterque rudentes 
Csedunt, et magna laeti clamore leportant. 



Xenophon gives a full description of the mode of ensnaring deer in a variety of 
trap called TroSotrrpajS?/, and adds : aXlffKovrai 5e Kal iivev TToSoaTpifiijs StooKSfJLevat, 
^Tav 77 fi &pa depiv^y airayopevovffL yh,p ff^idpa, fiitrre kffTwuai OKOvri^ovrai, 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
IV. 54. 



i,vvby aKovrl^etv 5e Koi avrla To^d^eirBaL 
BTjpas apsiorepovs. 



De Nat. Anim. 

L. II. i;. II. 



8. Bp6xov — a noose-rope. Such ropes were generally used by rude nations in 
battle as well as the chase. For a clever representation of this mode of catching 
deer, see the Venationes Ferarum of Stradanus and Galle, and the accompanying 
quatrain of Kilian DufHaiiis. 

1. ^lian mentions these horses in his second book of Animal History: Ukuttoi 
fieu elffiv 'l-Kiruv KafiiS/rov Se S^ Ti c^aBoiTai ouSej/* Aeirrol Se, Kal ovk eijffapKoit Iklt4i- 
Siioi ye li^ti Kal (pepeiv oMyaplav Seairdrov elffiv : — and Oppian in his first Cynegetic : 



Cyncg. I. 
V. 289. 



Ma^paiv S' al6\a tpvXa iroXh irpotpepovtnv aTrdvroitf 
^/jLtfyl Sp6fjiovs ravaois re, koX &fKp\ it6vovs a\eyeivois' 
Ka! Al$ves jueret toJis SoXix^y Sp6iJ,ov 4KTe\4ov(nv. 



Cyneg. ii. 
V. 293. 



Cyneg. ii. 
V. 315. 



2. 'E\i(j>ovs % SopKdSas, I take iXatpos to be the red deer, the cervns elaphus of 
naturalists ; and S6pKas the roe deer, cervus capreolus, the chevreuil of France. To 
these the poet of Anazarbus adds the fallow deer, under the name of eipvKepa- 

TCS. 

3. From hence it would appear that it was no great exploit to take a red or roe 
deer, in Arrlan's opinion ; but the latter was deemed very fleet by the last-cited poet, 
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Arabian 
Coursing de- 
scribed by 
Xenophon, 



wild asses,* which excel in speed, and power of holding out for Chap. XXIV. 
the greatest length of course. 

For when the Greeks inarched with Cyrus, the son of 
Darius, against the great king,^ (in which expedition Xenophon 
was engaged, who relates the circumstance,^) while they were 
passing over the plains of Arabia, '^ there appeared herds of 
wild asses, but not one could be caught by any single horse- 
man, and therefore the Greeks pursued them with relays of 
horsemen at stated distances ; and after the asses had held 
out for a long while against several, they sunk at last from 
fatigue. Thus even Cyrus himself, the son of the great king, 
and the brother of the great king, had not horses good enough 



wKUTciTaij' SdpKuv iplliTiha y4ve9\tt : and his opinion is supported by the high autho- 
rity of the Mayster of Game, who affirms that " he rennyth wondir fast, and some 
tyme, at the partyng from his leyre, he shal out goo a brace of good greye houndes." 
4. The wild ass, or Koulan, is an animal of the greatest speed and beauty. He is 
elegantly and correctly described by Oppian : 



iaaggfer of 
<Kame. c v. 

fol. 32. 



eiiiT<popov, ijveiiSevTa, 

Kpanrvhv, a.e\\oir6Siiv, KpaTepiwxov, amiv tvaypov, 
8fl-T6 ire'Xei (paiSpbs, Si/nas lipKtos, fvpbs lS4<r6at, 
apyiipfos xpo^^"' SoXixo^OTOs, o^iraros 8eiv. 



Cynepet. in. 
183. 



See also the Book of Job, u. xxxix. vs. 5. et seqq. Plin. Hist. Nat. L. viii. c. 44. Epigr. L. xn 
VaiTO de R. R. L. ir. t. 6. and the Veterinarian Apsyrtus, Geopon. L. xvi. c. 21. l""- 

Martial records his beauty, " Pulcher adest onager." Spelman is mistaken in iden- 
tifying the onager and zebra, and referring to the stuffed specimen of our college for 
his example of the former under the type of the latter. 

5. McTov fiaaiKia. This is the title given by all Greek authors to the king of 
Persia • and it is preserved to the successors of Mahomet in that of the Grand 
Seignor. Cyrus was the youngest son of Darius by Parysatis, and brother to 
Artaxerxes. His father, therefore, and brother, were both called, kot' ^|oxV. " 'he 
great king." 

6. Xenophon. Anabas. L. i. 5. 2. 

7. The inhabitants of this part of Arabia are denominated Sktji/Itoi "Apafies by 
Strabo ; a vagabond people, living by depredation. " Nomades, infestioresque 
Chaldseorum, Scenitffi," says Pliny, " a tabernaculis cognominati ;" afterwards 
Saracens. 
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Chap. XXIV. for this chase ; and yet the Libyan boys, some at eight years 
of age, and others not much older, mounted on their naked 
steeds,8 and guiding them with a switch, as the Greeks employ 



Lucret. L. iv. 



Livii L, V. 
Decad. iv. 



8. *Eirl yv/xvau tuji/ '{tvituv. 

Gens qu!E nudo residens Massylia dorso 
Ora levi flectit fraenorum nescia virg^. 

The allusions to the tractable and fleet Numidian horse, and his expert rider, are 
too numerous in the authors of antiquity for citation of more than a few. The barbs, 
in the language of our great dramatist, 

will follow where the game 
Makes way, and run like swallows o'er the plain. 

In the army of Hannibal, the " equi horoinesque paululi, discinctus et inermis 
eques, equi sine fraenis," are eulogized by the Roman historian : and Strabo notices 
tile docility of the African little steeds tu be such Sj t' ajri ^a0Siov oicuci^effBai. 

Virgil speaks of the " Numidse infraBui," (jEneid. L. iv. 41.) : Silius Italicus 
of the 

velocior Euris 
Et doctus virgse sonipes : — L. iii. 

and again, in the first book of his Punic War : 

Hie passim exultant Numidai gens inscia frajni, 
Queis inter geminas per ludum nobilis aures 
Quadrupedein flectit non cedens virga lupatis. 



But the poets of the chase, Oppian and Nemesian, have left us in detail their shape 
and qualifications : 

Oppian. Cyneg. ivirSre S" oSre 

•v- 45. Koi fioivois hiroiiTt Kvvuv &rep i6hs 4\aiiieiv 

'bnroifxiv Kiivonriv *6ffot irepl MaupfSa youav 
</)6p/3o>'T', ^ MPifairiv, Siroi ju^ Kifnet XfipSav 

ireifloyrat Se \vyoifTiVy Stft; fiporhs TiyefioveisL, 
ToUpeKey iirireKdraL Keivojv ^mjS^ropes lirnwv 
^5^ Kwas \elirovffi (piXovs, Triaumi t' i\ia!(nir 
'litirois, T)e\fov re ^\rj, Kal v6(T(I>li> apteyan. 
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the rein, press these wild asses so closely in pursuit, that at Chap. XXIV. 
last they throw a noose around their necks and lead them away 
quite subdued. 9 

Such are the methods of coursing adopted by those who have Comparison of 
fleet hounds and horses : they neither ensnare the animals with CoursTng. 
toils, nets, or springes ; ^° nor employ, in short, any other tricks 
or wily inventions, but contend with them in a straight-forward 
trial of speed. ^^ And to me, the two spectacles appear nowise 



Quemque colotRtus Mazax deserta per arva 
Favit, et assiduos docuit tolerate laboref. 
Nee pigeat quod turpe caput, deformis et alvus 
Est oUis, quodque infrencs, quod liber uterque, 
Quodque jubis pronos cervix diverberet armos. 
Nam flecli facilis, lascivaque coUa eecutus 
Faret in obsequium lentic moderamine virgse. 
Verbera sunt praecepta fugse, sunt verbera freni. 
Quin et proinissi spatiosa per a^quora campi 
Cursibus acquirunt commcto sanguine vires, 
Paulatimque avidos comites post terga relinquunt. 

9. The same fact is related by iElian, in his Natural History of Animals, L. xiv. 
1. 10. ; and Beckman (Tlist. of Inventions, Vol. iv. p. 292.) observes, on the autho- 
rity of Vancouver, that the 0p6xos, or noose-rope, is slill employed by the Hunga- 
rians, for the subjugation of wild horses. 

10. See these instruments of predatory hunting described in the early part of the 
Appendix, and accurately represented in the spirited engravings of the " Venationes 
Ferarum " of Stradanus and Galle. The metrical skill of A. C. Kilian Dufflseus, the 
poet of the annexed quatrains, is not commensurate with that of the engraver. 

11. 'EktoC eiBeos Sia'ya)'t^6iJi.evoi. Many are the instances recorded in which the 
agency of the hound of chase was despised by " the light-footed sons of Chiron's 
school." The heroes and heroines of old Vfere all-sufficient for the capture of the 
fleetest animals of the forest and plain. This was indeed coursing in good earnest, 
and is well illustrated bythe simile of the text. In this way Diana furnished her 
chariot with deer, her irpwrdypiov, the swiftest beasts of draught — 

nlffvpas ^ e\es &Ka OeovfTUf 

vitrei KWoSpoiilris, "va rot Bohv &pna ipepucrt. 

In this way, the son of Peleua arrested the attention of her sylvan ladyship and the 
goddess Pallas, 

R 



Nemesian. 
Cyneg. vs. 261. 



Callimach. 

H. in Dian. 

vs. 105. 
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Chap. XXIV. akin : the former being like thievish depredation ; the latter, 
hke a battle fought out with main strength : the one class of 
sportsmen resembling pirates in their clandestine attack, while 
the other are as openly victorious as were the Athenians over 
the Medes in the naval engagement at Artemisium, 12 or at 
Salamis and Psyttalia, or again at Cyprus. 

Chap. XXV. ^g ^^ ^}jg. g^gg g^^ which greyhounds should begin coursing, ^ 
of entering you may take a bitch out after the eleventh month ; ^ or, if she 

bitch-puppies. 



Lee's Pindar. 
Nem. Od. iii. 



Justin. H. 
L. XXXVII. 

C. II. 

Descriptioa of 

Britaine. 

Booke Tliirde. 

c. 7. 



Pindar. Fragm. 
xl! p. 75. 
edit. Heyne. 



when, if we credit tales believed of old, 
His speed subdued the bounding stag, liis spoil — 
E; hounds unaided and the treach'rous toil. 

Mithridates, in later days, was wont, during his rustication, " feras cursu aut fugare, 
aut persequi, cum quihusdara etiam viribus congredi.*' And in our own annals, 
" King Henrje the fift,*' says Holinsbed, ** thought it a mere scoffery to pursue 
any fallow deare wyth hounds or greyhounds, but supposed liym selfe alwayes to 
have done a sufficient acts, when he had tired them by his owi> travaile on foote, and 
so kylled them wyth hys handes, in the upshot of that exercise and ends of hys 
recreation." 

12. Tlef/l 'A/nejiiiTiov. 

39i TTOiScs 'Airivat- 
KpijiriS" i\ev8epias. ■ 

Plato (\6yos imTd(j>u)s) gives the first and principal honours (apurreia) to the victors 
of Marathon — t^ Se Sevrepeia, toTs irepi SaKaiuva Ka\ iv' 'Apre/italif voujuoxV'Wi Kai 
viKiiaaat. Artemisium was a northern promontory of the island of Eubcea ; Psyttalia, 
a small, rocky, and barren isle, off the coast of Attica, and near to Salamis ; Cyprus, 
an island of the Mediterranean Sea. The naval victories of Themistocles and Cimon 
are too well known to need any detail. 

1. Having taken a summary view of the different modes of coursing amongst the 
Celts, and elsewhere, he now enters in detail into the treatment, initiation, &c. of 
young hounds. 

2. The elder Xenophon mentions an earlier date for entering puppies — bitches at 
eight months, dogs at ten months old : but he does not allude to greyhounds. Pollux 
would introduce bitches at six months, and dogs at eight; Onomast. L. v. u. ix. 
The courser will follow the example of his Bithynian predecessor, whose instructions, 
indeed, are in exact accordance with modern practice. 
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be well set, and not loose-limbed, you may let go a haFe from fnAP. XXV. 

your hand before her, in an open field, a month earlier than 

this, starting the pup close to the hare, that she may enjoy 

the sight of her game, and, by seeing it quite close, may work 

with eagerness.^ But presently slip another good dog to the 

hare, that the puppy may not suifer by too long a course, nor 

flag from over-fatigue ; and the second dog turning the hare 

with ease again and again, will drive her into the puppy's 

mouth, when the latter should be allowed to tear her with her 

teeth till she has killed her.* 



Nemesian, 
Cyneget. 
vs. 180. 



3. He recommends a later period for entering dog-puppies ; see the next Chapter. 
Nemesian makes no distinction between tlie dog and bitch on this point : 

Jam cum bis denos Phoebe reparaverit ortus, 

Incipe non iongo catulus producers cursu ; 

Sed parvae vallis spatio, septove novali. 

Hid leporeni praemitte manu, non viribus sequis. 

Nee cursu8 virtute parem ; sed tarda trahentem 

IVTembra; quean t jam nunc faciles ut sumere praedas. 

Nee semel indulge catulis moderamine cursus ; 

Sed donee validos etiam prjevertere suescaut, 

Exerceto diu, venandi munere cogens 

Discere, et eraeritss laudem virtutis amare. 

Necnon consuetae norint tortamina vocis. 

Sen cursus revocent, jubeant seu tendere cursus, 

Quinetiam docti victam contingere priedam, 

Exanimare velint tantum, non carpere sumptam. 

Less diffuse than the Carthaginian poet, the Veronese physician enters his " calu- 
lus venaticus" in the.fullowing lines of his Alcon, witliout specifying his age : 

Illi igitur plenis ubi nondum viribus aetas 

Accessit, parvum cursu conscendere collem 

Et niolli assuescant sese demittere clivo. 

Hinc tenerum leporeni, vel crura infirma tralientem 

Sectari capream, et facilem praecurrere canipum 

Incipiat, verbisque viri paiere morantis. 

4. 'A^HTKOiueVou 8e rot) \ay$, says the elder Xenophon, SMi/ai aurals ava^piryvivai. De Venat. 
Every sportsman is fully aware of the importance of blooding young hounds : mJoiy ■=• '"• 



Fracastorii 
Alcon. 
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Chap. XXV. As soon as the season arrives for taking out your puppies, 
let them be first walked over such roads as are rough ; * 



^lian. de 
Natui'a Animal. 
L. vm. u. 2. 

Aristotelis 

Ethic. Nicora. 

L. III. w. ji. 

Plutarchi 

Utraque ani- 

malia, &c. 

Gratii 
Cyneg. vs. 246. 



aypevTwhs airas aMs fiev \a$ii)ii Briplov 5i8eT0i, Kai Kexprirat tJ &yp^ lis &eKtp, iav 
airhv avyxapilirri 6 SeairdrTis : and a greater than Xeiiophon or ililian lias declared 
that the curL', or quarry, is to the Spartan hound the object of his chase, owSe rais 
hcjiius Tuv \ayaSiv al Kives xo'P"""'"'' oA.Aet ttJ" Ppiffii — Sri Popav ?Joi«r(i'. But 
Plutarch tells us that they will not touch the game, nor lap the blood of it, unless 
they kill it themselves ; while, in the other case, ^Sovrat SiaoTrUvTes, koi ri oTjua 
KanTouai irpod^/fiuSf &c. 

Ergo uhi plena sue rediit victoria fine 

In partem pra?da3 veniat comes, et sua norit 

Praimia. Sic operi juvet inservisse benigno. 

Hoc ingens nierltura est : haec ultima palnia trophaei. 



Onomast. L. 

u. VI. 



Julius Pollux advises that puppies be well blooded, ina vpoaM^airran^ Kvvriye- 
TiKf Tpotfyy. 



Albi Dianse 

LeporicidiE 

L. IV. 

MS. IVety and 
Giffard. 

iSlagstcr o( 
ffiame. c. xiv. 

fol. 62. 

Countrey Con- 
tent. B.i. p. 51. 



De Venat. 



Atque in parva secant spoliatum segmina corpus, 
Adduntque infectum leporino sanguine panem. 

" Ye shal gif yor. houndys the bowellis boyled w"". breed, and it is callyd reward 
for cause that it is etyn on the erthe and not on the skyn." 

" Goodnesse of greyhoundes cometh of ryght corage and of the good nature of her 
fader and modir, and also men may wel helpe to make hem good in the enchannyng 
of hem with other good greihoundes and feede hem wel in the beest that he taketh." 

" In coursing," says Markham, " you shall observe two things, bloud and labour ; 
bloud, which is a hartening and animating of your dogge to delight in the pleasure, 
when he findes the reward of his paines taking ; for if a dog course continually, and 
never kill, the sport will growe yrksome to him, and therefore, now and then, give 
him such advantage that he may kill the hare — then labour, which is contrary to 
killing ; for ia it you must give the hare all indifferent advantage, both by lawe and 
otherwise, whereby she may stand long before the dogge and make him shewe his 
uttermost strength before he be able to reach her." 

4. So Xenophon : lart Se Kol, &vev rod dpliTKeiv rhv \ayii, ayaBhv, &yctv rhs icipas 
eis Tti Tpoxea" Ktti yhp eifiroSes ylyvovrai, koX ret (Tiifunja SiairovoSirai in rditois roioirois 



Natalis Conies 

de A'enatione, 

L. 1. 



Nee nulla hinc merces sequitur te digna lahorum 
In loca dura canes si duxeris, aspeia mentis 
Per juga sylvestri populo vix penia sa;pe. 
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for this exercise is conducive to forming and strengthening their Chap. XXV. 
feet. Then station the man who leads them upon a conspi- 
cuous and elevated spot, and be sure that he does not slip a 
puppy when the hare has got much a-head, and is out of 
sight ; (notwithstanding the elder Xenophon advises it in regard 
to dogs that are to be practised at running on scent ; *) for if 
you slip a greyhound puppy out of sight of her game, she 
runs wide, and jumps about, and is beside herself and be- 
wildered. And after she is full-grown, if a hare happen to 
escape her, she is never at rest, neither returning to her 
keeper, nor obeying his call, but, from eagerness for a course, 
continuing to run about wildly, like a mad dog, after nothing. ^ 
Let the man, then, that holds the puppy stand on such a spot 
as 1 have stated, '' concealed from view at the point where it is 
most probable the tired hare ^ will come in the course of her 



Scilicet hinc ungues solids, corpasqae labori 
Aptius est parvo, magnum quod pertulit ante ! 



" Whan thai be at sojoume, men sbuld lede hem out every day a myle or ij upon ^avittt 0{ 

gravel, or upon right an hard pathe, bi a revere syde, bicause that her feet may be ffifllllW. 

, „ c. xni. fol. 59. 

harder. 

5. Xlipl tSiv eis Ixvetav curKovfievinv Kvvuv — Spartan hounds, Castorians and Fozites — 

with regard to which, Xenophon recommends that the hare should be out of sight Dg Venat. 

before they be allowed to follow her ; lest, from being too near their game, such as >•■ vii. 

are high-couraged and swift of foot might be injured by too much exertion in pursuit. 

It is unnecessary to observe that the elder Athenian's remarks are inapplicable to the 

courser's hound, who runs entirely by the eye ; and the nearer he is slipped to the 

hare, if he be only just entered, the better. A hare will always beat a puppy in his 

noviciate, unaided by an old and experienced hound. 

6. MoiKO/ue'iTj iotrnv. 

livaaakiois S" ^ttcit' txiKoi Rvalv aiaaovrts, Apollon. Rhod. 

L. IV. vs. 1393. 

7. He now gives in detail his instructions for entering greyhound puppies to their 

appointed game, in opposition to those of Xenophon's seventh chapter ; nor can the 
most experienced courser add to them any thing worth knowing, nor the most igno- 
rant complain of their insufficiency. 

8. novoiiKVOs d Aayiis iiroKan'jitts Sjjeii To the same point sings the poet' of 
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CiiAP. XXV. turns ; and when he sees her quite weary, let him slip the puppy 
close to her, neither before, nor directly opposite to her ; for 
the bitch rushing right upon her will overshoot herself, and the 
hare, with a wrench, easily skimming by, will of course leave 
the bitch far behind ; the latter with diflSculty turning herself, 
as galUes sailing briskly a-head cannot readily tack, unless 
the rowing be much slackened before they are brought about. 
Let the hare, therefore, just pass by, and then let him shp 
obliquely after her. Some one should follow up quickly, as 
soon as the hare is caught, before the dogs are gorged with her 
blood. Not that the flesh of a hare is to be accounted of much 
worth by a person who courses for the beauty of the sport ; ^ 
but it is a bad thing to teach a greyhound to eat a hare. ^^ 



V. Ang. Bargeei Qusque adeo multo jamdudam tarda labore 

t-yneg. L. V. Genua trahat, primaeve annis incauta juventae 

CondDuo sese facili det caede vorandam, 
Namque animum, si spes olim frustrentur inanes, 
Ipse 9U£ sibi virtutis male coDscius acrem 
Abjicit, et dubias, desperat praemia palmae. 

9. OvK ^iretSi) ret Kpea &pa wfpl iroWoS irotrfriov avSpl h KdKKos Kwrryerovyri. And 
jet we find that the hare's flesh was in high estimation with epicures of old ; and 
a coursed hare is particularly lauded by Martial among the luxuries of a country 
table, 

L. III. Leporemque laisum Gallici canis dente. 

Epigram. 47. 

In our own country, the sportsman was as attentive to supply the hall of banquet 
with its due portion of the delicate little animal, as the kennel with its appointed 
halow. 

Booke of Thenne the loynes of the haare loke ye not forgete ; 

St. Alban's. But brynge theym to the kechyn for the lordes mete — 

says the dignified Prioress of Sopewell, in her metrical canons of hunting. 

See also " The Venery de Twety and of Mayster John GifiFarde." Fouilloux, p. 69. 
TurberviUe, p. 174. and Gervase Markham, C. C. p. 33. 

10. iloiiriphv iiddrifLa, It certainly is wrong to allow a greyhound to gorge himself 
with his game, after he has been sufliciently instructed in the art of killing ; but no 
pu])py should be hastily checked, when he has caught his hare, even though, in the 
words of old Gervase, " he may bieake her." 
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Many a dog, too, has been destroyed by gorging himself Chap. xx\ . 
while out of breath, after a long course, and has died of ^"^ ^''''*- 
suffocation. 



ing dog- 
puppies. 



Dog-puppies must not be taken out coursing until they are Chap. xxvi 
two years old,* for their limbs become set at a much later period Age of enter- 
than those of bitches. Besides it is attended with no little 
danger to take them out earlier, many a greyhound having 
been prematurely destroyed by a severe course before he was 
full-grown, and especially those of the greatest spirit and 
highest breeding ; for, in consequence of their spirit, they run 
to the very utmost of their power. 

The other practical points, a,lready insisted on in reference to 
bitches, are equally to be attended to in regard to the other 
sex. Dogs are to be kept from copulation within the age 
stated ; for the seed being not yet matured in them, is generally 
weak and evanid, xctSairep ^ tiSv irailm. ^ The puppies them- 



Age of sexu»I 
intercourse. 



1. Few couraers wait till the period specified before they enter their dog-puppies : 
but it occasionally happens that dogs entered at fifteen months old, if they are large 
and unset in their limbs, break down under severe work, and are rendered subse- 
quently useless ; while others, again, more neat and compact of shape, will run as 
well at eighteen months as at any later period. 

" Men shuld late renne no houndes," says Duke Edmund, " of what condicions jMajJBter Of 
that thei be of, ne nat hunte with hem in to the tyme that thei were a xii mounthis (fSanie. c. xiii. 
olde and passed, and also thei may hunt but ix yeer at the moost." 



fol. 52. 



Venus irominuit vires ! 

non ulla magis vires industria firmat, 

Quam Venerem et caeci stimulos avertere amoris. 

Columella, who admits the dog and bitch to copulate much earlier than Arrian, is 
still aware of the mischievous consequences of the practice ; " si teneris conceditur," 
says he, " carpit et corpus et vires, animosque degenerat." 

Blanda Venus canibus non permittenda tenellis. 

As to the exact period at which the eiyrjs tpya of Oppian (Hal. i. 532.) should 
commence, and their probable dutatioQ, without risk of breeding from animals too far 



Lucret. L. v. 

vs. 1016. 
Virgil. Georgy 

iir. 209. 



De Ke Rust. 
L. vri. c. XII. 



Vanierii Pra^d. 
Rust. L. IV, 
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Chap. XXVI. selves too are so utterly ruined by it that you can never after- 
wards, do what you will, remedy the error. The proper and 
seasonable time for sexual intercourse is from the completion 
of the third year. ^ 



Pollux. 
L. V. li. VII, 



Columella 
De Re Kust. 
L. VII. c. XII. 

Plin. Hist. Nat. 
L. VIII. c. 40. 



Hist. Quadrup. 
L. 1. De Cane. 



advanced in years, there is some difference of opinion. According to Pollux, Spo 
opiffTT) Kvy&v Tphs ■K\i]puiaiv re Kol yivenv, •r<f /iev i^pivi Terdprov ?tous ap^afiivov, 
T€\evTaiov rb SySooy 7] 8^ &fi\eui rpterls, fiexp^ e^aerldos ffvySva^effda, 

" Mares juveniliter usque in annos decern progenerant : post id tempus ineundis 
fceminis non videntur habiles, quoniam senioruni pigra soboles existit. Foeraina8 con- 
cipiunt usque in annos novem, nee sunt utiles post decimum," according to Colu- 
mella : wliile Pliny admits both dog and bitch at a year old — " canum generibus 
annui partus, justa ad paiiendum annua stas." 

Conrad Gesner cites an ancient, nameless authority, to the following eifect : 
" Mares quarto anno gignere incipiant, (operS. scilicet hominum admittenlium tunc 
primura robustioris generandae sobolis gratis,) foeminae tertio usque in nonum.'' 

If a courser follow Virgil's rule as to milch kine, in limiting the age of his brood 
bitch for the purposes alluded to, he will find it perfectly applicable : 



Georg. III. 
60. 



^tas Lucinani justosque pati hymeneens 
Desinit ante decern, post quatuor incipit annos. 



After the fourth year, no greyhound can be depended on for fair running, and there- 
fore may be well spared, to keep up the kennel stock, when no longer useful in the 
field: 



Fiacastorii 
Alcon. 



ut generosa canum tibi copia nunquam 



Desit. 



Countrey Con- 
tentments, B. 1. 
p. 47. 



Virg. Georg, 
III. 96. 



3, 'A»b rplrov pXv itovs i(j>Uir8tti — " You shall observe," says Markham, " to have 
your dogges and bitches of equal and indifferent ages, as about three or foure years old 
at the most. But in case of need, your bitch will endure a great deale longer than 
your dogge, and to breed with a ^young dogge on an old bitch, may bring forth an 
excellent whelpe." " Frigidus in Venerem senior — ." 

After describing a good-shaped bitch, Nemesian adds : 



Nemesian. 
Cyneg. vs. 114. 



Huic parilem submitte mareni, sic omnia magnum, 
Dum superant vires, dum la;to flore juventus, 
Corporis et venis primsvi sanguis abundat. 
Naniqne graves motbi subeunt, segnisque senectiis ; 
Invalidamque dabunt non firmo robore prolem. 
Sed diversa raagis foeturae convenit aetas. 
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And it should be thus managed : — watch the opportunity of Chap, xxvii. 

Time of sexual 



mtercouise. 



Tu bis vicenis plenum jam mensibus acrem 

In Venerera permitte marem : sit foemina, binoi 

Quse tulerit soles, Haec optima cura jugandis. 

Gratlus would have a general parity of character in both male and female, 

Junge pares ergo, et majonim pignore signa Cjneg. vs. 203. 

FoBturara. 

And Bargseus agrees with him that the similarity should extend to the essential 
points of age, shape, and bodily powers : 

coDJunge una qui corpore, quique ' ■ Angelii 

Sint EBtaCG paresy atque iisdem viribus, ut mox L v 

Ipsa tuis votis similis f(£tura sequatur. 



Columella is mistaken if he intends liis observations on breeding in general, (de- 
livered in his chapter on swine-breeding), to apply to the canine race. " In omni De Re Rust, 
genete quadrupedum," says he, " species maris diligenter eligitur, quoniam fre- ' ^''" '^' "■ 
quenter patri similior est progenies quam matri." Markham's comparative view of 
the merits of the male and female in breeding for the Celtic kennei will be found more 
practically correct. See Countrey Contentments, B. i. The dam should be selected Jiooke i, 

vwith the greatest attention to shape, pedigree, and character in the field ; nor should Countrey 
the same points be disregarded in the site, but they are not so important in the latter. Farnie. u. xxir. 
The chances, however, of producing a good litter are greater iu the ratio of excellence 
{ytwaihris) in both parents, their genealogical distinction, the blood of their " pro- 
avorum atavi," &c, for the reasons stated by the philosophic poet : — 

Fit quoque ut interdum similes existere avurum Lucretii 

Fossint, et referant proavorum saspe figuras, ' L. iv. vs. 1212. 

Fropferea quia multa mudis primordia multis 

Mista sue celant in corpore sa^pe parentes. 

Quae patribus patres tradunt a stirpe profecta, &c. 

It is evident from what the elder Xenophon says on the accoutrements of the 
dog, in the sixth chapter of his Cynegeticus, that the Grecian sportsmen took some 
pains to preserve the purity of breed of certain varieties of the dog. Sharp spikes 
were attached to the aTeXiwviai or body-clothes ; iyxaTe^^aiiepai Se iyxevrplSfs, iVo 
tA 7ei'r) tl)v\dTTai(rt, to prevent promiscuous connexion. 

The remarks of the text are defective on the subject of breeding, leaving much to 

S 
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IP. XXVII. the bitch being clear of vaginal blood ; for if she receive 
the seed before, it generally is not retained, but is washed out 



be supplied by experience and reference to other authorities. Arrian, however, was 
too good a judge of the importance of purity of blood in the greyhound kennel to 
attend to the mongrel crosses recommended by other cynegetical writers, whose object 
seems to have been to induce sportsmen to correct the faults or defects of one species 
by crossing it with another in which the opposite excellencies abounded. The 
ancients, before the time of Arrian at least, had no idea of correcting the imperfec- 
tions of individuals of the same species by selecting from it other individuals in 
which the same defects were not apparent, but rather " a redundancy of the desired 
excellency, coveted in the imperfect animal." Such is the plan of Gratius c 

Gratii Cyneg. Idcirco variis miscebo gentibus usum. 

*"*• Quondam inconsultis mater dabit Umbrica Gallis 

Sensum agileni, traxSre animos de patre Gelonse 
Hyrcano, et vanee tantum Calydonia linguse 
Exibit vitium patre emendata Molosso. 
Scilicet ex omni florem virtute capessunt, 
Et sequitur natura favens. 

De Re Rust. Varro, however, speaking of the breed of the shepherd's dog, says " magni 

L. II. c. IX. interest ex semine esse canes eodem;" by which he means that it should not be 

crossed with any hunting breed. But in the "Geoponica'' we are cautioned against 

L, XIX. u. 1. allowing those of the same litter to have sexual connexion with each other, <pv\dr- 
TeffQai p.ii irore ol 4k ttis out^s fnyrphs ^vres k6v€s tq trphs aA\^\ous ju£|ei XP^^'^'-^'^'^ — 
a circumstance the more remarkable, because breeding in and in (<(ibvhito crweroin) 
was general in other animals, though not practised in the canine tribe : 

Ovid. Met. Coeuntque animalia nullo 

^' -''■ Caetera delicto, nee habetur turpe juvencse 

Ferre patrem tergo, fit equo sua filia conjux. 

Oppian's tale to the contrary is not worthy of attention. 

The Greek poet of the Chase goes a little farther than his Cynegetical predecessors 
on the subject of breeding. His concubinage is promiscuous, and he seems indifferent 
whether the varieties united be both of a mild, or both of a savage disposition, or 
each different in its type and character. The male and female are to be suited to 
each other, and of superior excellence— 

Cyneg. i. dpfieva t hKKijXoiaiv, iomdra t' ^|oX" '/'■'^a- 

vs. S92. 

Then uniting the Arcadian with the Elean, the Cretan with the Pannonian, the 
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by the blood, '■ xaiairep Tui; yvmi^i ; and you must here pay her Chap. XXVII. 
particular attention, as it is only for a short interval of time 



Carian with the Thracian, the Tuscan witli the Spartan, and the Sarmatian with the 
Iberian, lie concludes with a preference of pure blood : 

S>Se fxev eS Kepdffeias' drckp iroKii (peprara trdvTuv 

HvSpes iiraKTripes. 



gens una tamen felicior auk 
Nascitur ex specie. 

Belin de Ballu in his " Animadyersiones" has evidently mistaken Oppian's meaning 
in the latter part of this citation. The poet alludes to an union of the qualities of 
individuals of the same variety of dog ; and not, as supposed by the French critic, to 
breeding in and in, or proximity of blood, in the same family — a practice as degene- 
rative in the canine race, if persevered in for a length of time, as the Stagirite has 
observed it to be in the human species. See Aristot. de Rhetoric^ L. ii. t. 17. 
Brodseus very properly explains nov6(pv\a by lSii<j>v\a in his annotations. And 
Conrad Gesner, with his usual accuracy, says : " Prajstautissimi quidem canes in suo 
quique genere nov6ipv\oi sunt, id est, ex unius generis parentibus prognati : veriim 
superflua venatorum cura miscere etiam diversa genera, quse quidem innumera sunt, 
adinvenit." 



Natalis Comes 

de Venat. 

L. 1. 



Hist. Quad. 
L. I. p. 259. 



Ipsa tamen generi sua cuique est maxima virtus. 
Et quamvis variis proles genitoribus orta 
Testeturque animos, et magnum robur avorum ; 
Inque uno interdum geminetur pectore duplex 
Utilitas ; tamen ilia alieno protinus usu 
Degenerat, semperque magis producit inertem 
Frogeniem, et patri^ longe a virtute remotam. 



P. Angelii 
Bargiei Cyneg. 



1. Ta Se Karaixiivta Tuh Kvalv hwrb, r\i>.4pais yivirai' aviiPaivei Se a/ia Kol lirapais 
aiSolov 4v S^ T^ XP°''V '^ovrtp oit trpocrUpTat ox^ia^, o^' 4if rats fiera ToiSras cTTTct 
fiiiipais' T&s yhp irdtras SoKu triai^^v iiiiipas rirrapas KaX Sma, as fVl.rb Tro\v. 

Dat Venus accessus, et blando fcedere jungit. 

The son of Gryllus recommends (c. vii.) the same watchful delay to insure fruitful 
intercourse : S^eir Se KaTwaavoiiivas, Xva 6S.ttov iyKvimves yiyiiuvTai, nphs nims 
ayaSois. The terra Korawavonhas here signifies " when their heat is beginning to 
remit a little," and not, as rendered by Blane, " in a quiet maimer.'' 



Aristotelis 

Hist. Animal. 

L. VI. 20. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 163. 
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Chap.xxvii. that she preserves her heat after the vaginal blood has 

stopped. 
Suit-ibie age in A bitch's ape may be considered good for the purpose from 

bitches for i i i 

breeding. the second to the seventh year. ^ 



Chap. It is best for the dog and bitch to be shut up by themselves, 

Mode of sexual ^^'^ *^ ^^ 0^^ ^^ ^^S^^ whilc together. 1 For open and public 

iniercourse. copulations, if WB may believe sportsmen, are not prolific ; ^ 



Fracastorii 
AlcoQ. 



Bis quinas tamen ante dies, accensus ulerque 
In Tenerem, venere abstiueant ; sic plena libido 
Acrius exstimulat, viresque ad semina prsbet. 
Hinc major soboles, atque inde valen'tior exit. 



Odyssey, 
B. XVII. 
vs. 394. 



^lian. Hist. 

Animal. L. vii. 

c. 29. 



Cynegel. 
vs. 266. 



2. 'AyoflJ) Se TJJ 6Ti\eia fiMKin, &c. Marvellous tales are on record of periods much 
later than tbe seventh year, in which bitches have given birth to numerous progenies ; 
but Arrian has specified a limited time wilhin which a greyhound bitch may be con- 
sidered as being at the acme of her bodily powers, and likely to yield such a litter as 
will not disappoint the expectations of the Veltrarins. To Mr. Pope we are indebted, 
in his endeavour to reconcile with probability the age of the Homeric Argus, — 

The dog whom fate had granted to behold 

His lord, when twenty tedious years had roU'd, — 

for the almost incredible case of a gravid bitch of the age of twenty-two years. After 
which, we may well exclaim in the words of the Greek naturalist, oixom ovS\ "Apyos 
6 K^v fivdono'njfia ^c, S SeTe^OjUTjpe, ffhv, oubh ic6fi'7ros TronjriKds ! 

1. Xenophon merely says that the dog and bitch should be ayaSol, and the Fa- 
liscian adds that they be of tried spirit, 

Et ptiraum expertos anirai, quae gratia prima est. 
In venerem jungunt, &c. 



The Chace. 
B. IV. 



for every longing dame select 
Some happy paramour ; to him alone 
In leagues connubial join. Consider well 
His lineage ; what his fathers did of old. 
Chiefs of the pack, &c. 

2. Ai 7^^ h 7(f iju^avit SfuKlai oi ySvi/Mi. This ridiculous notion, though doubt- 
fully advanced in the manual, is supported by many of the old Cyncgetica. 
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but such as are effected by dogs in private are reported to Chap. 
succeed. ^ 

Bitches, after being warded, may, be led out, as walking Management 
about is conducive to their strength ; * but they must not be 



Sed frustra longus properat labor, abdita si non 
Altas in latebras, unique inclusa marito 
Foemina, nee patitur veneris sab tempore moechos 
Ilia, Deque emeritee servat fastigia laudis, 
• Primi complexus, dulcissima prima voluptas, 

Hunc veneri dedit impatiens natura furorem. 

The credulous author of the Cynographia Curiosa adds to the absurdity of the 
notion by saying, " Si turn videantur canes, venationi inutiles parient," borrowing 
the same from the Cynosophiuni, where such an opinion is said to be the result of 
long experience. See Cynosoph. c. ii. 

3. KvitTKcrat re kvidv ix jUiSs oxfias- SqAoi' 5e to5to ylvercu iii\urra iv Tots K\4irT0V(n 
Tcts oxeitis- 3iro| yiip iiripdma itK-npovai, says the Stagirite : and again he remarks, 
that the Spartan dog and bitch are more inclined to copulate after exercise, a fact well 
known to sportsmen : irovliaaims fb.p naKKov Sipavrai ox'iteiy, fj ipyovvres. (See 
Scaliger's note on the passage, L. vi. c. xx.) This circumstance is also noticed by 
jElian and Julius Pollux. Indeed the author of the Onomasticon, in a passage that 
has escaped the observation of commentators, throws considerable light on the text, 
which is here rather obscure. See L. v. c. vi. 51. of the Onomasticon. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
279. 



Cynograph. 
Curios, p. 64. 



Aristot. Hist. 
Animal. L. vi. 



Nee prius optatam in venerem dimitte volentes, 
Quam rapido quassis cursu, quam corpora multo 
Sole fatigatis vehementior ingruat asstus. 
Inde decern noctes, totidemque ex ordine luces 
Abde domi, cursusque omnes prohibere memento. 



P. Angelii 
Cyneg. 
L. V. 



4. A greyhound bitch may be taken out coursing for ten days after having been 

warded, hut not longer — " Da requiem granidce, soUtosque remitte labores." Walk- Gratii Cyneg. 

. vs 286 

ing exercise, however, should be continued till the period of parturition arrive. 

" II est prouv^ qu'une lice couverte, qu'on laisse au clienil, s'engraisse et s'app6- Encvc.M^thod. 
santit en cessant de travailler, et qu'en cet ^tat elle fait ses chiens avec peine, et Sur les Chasses. 
souventm^me elle meurt dans I'op^ration" — " on la fait proraener de terns en tems 
dehors, par un valet de chiens," &c. &c. 

The period of uterine gestation is in the Celtic greyhound the same as in other 
varieties of the canine tribe : 



Mox cum se biiia forra^rit lampade Phoebe 
Ex quo passa marem genitalia viscera turgent. 



Neraesian. 
Cyneg. vs. 130. 
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Chap. 
XXVJII. 



slipped again to a hare, for fear of being destroyed by over- 
straining or excessive fatigue. The dog likewise should not be 
let loose after a hare until he is recovered from his exhaustion, 
and invigorated by an interval of at least sixty days' rest. 
After which there will be no obstacle to his being coursed. * 



Chap. XXIX. 
Breeding 



The most favourable season for breeding is the spring of the 
year, * as the temperature is mediate between hot and cold. 



Hist. Quadrup. 
De Cane. 



Foecundos aperit partus matura gravedo 
Continue, larg^que vides strepere omnia prole I 

Conrad Gesner remarks : " observavi in canibus nostris nonnullas catellas gessisse 
utenim praecise diebus 60, nonnuUaa uno insuper aut duobus. Peregrina leporaria 
nostra excellens tulit uterum diebus 63." 

5. Thv &()peva nij iipUvai iirl Kaydv. This caution is unnecessary for modern 
coursers, wbo rarely use the same hound in the field and kennel, for coursing the 
hare, and supplying the pack with high-bred successors. But if the same dog be 
employed for both purposes, the interval specified for the restoration of his powers is 
not too long. The Cynosophium, however, suggests a shorter period of 30 days, 
during which nutritious food is to be administered, and then the stallion hound may 
be again taken out for sport. 

1. Although the rule has its exceptions, (see Brodsus in Oppianum, p. 42.) 
Aristotle's observation, that animals in general bpiiS. rphs rhv (rvvSucurfibv in the vernal 
season, will be found correct. 



Virgil. Georg. Vere magis, quia vere calor redit ossibus'. 

III. 272. 

Oppian. (iapi Sh y\vKbs olaTpos amyKalris 'A<^po5iT7iJ 

.■-„ ■ ' KoX yifioi riPdufft, Kol a^\-!i\av tpiXhrrres 

jroffw fool ycuiv re tpepeafiioy, a1 t' i»ek K6\irovs 
il4pos, o'l t' iuii, Trdn-oy fpi^pixriv Soveovrai. 

All the Cynegetica agree with Arrian as to the spring being the most fit season for 

De Venatione. breeding and rearing puppies. 'H yhp Sipa irphs -rlis oi|V"i tSi/ kwuv KparUm, a&n,, 

says Xenophon ; and the same opinion is repeated by the copyists of later date, with 

little addition. Indeed, the reasons alleged iu the text are the best that can be 

adduced for preferring the spring to any other season : 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L.I. v. 376. 



€1 SJ vi TOi Kepi,(S(u (pt\ov ^irAcTo Sra yeVeflAa, 
flapt niv irpiaTUTTa Kixos ■n6paw( Kiviaatv. 
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Winter is not propitious for rearing puppies, more especially on Chap. XXIX. 
account of the want of milk : * and summer is distressing to 
the dams for suckling. Autumn is worse than spring for this 
reason, that the winter arrests the whelps before they are 
thoroughly formed. ^ 



The Cynosopbium specifies January and February as the best breeding montlis. 
" La droits saison,'' says Fouilloux, " en laquelle doivent naistre est en Mars, Avril, La V^nerie. 
et May, que le temps est temp6r^, et que les chaleurs ne sont trop v^h^mentes.'' P- ^• 

He gives the same reasons as our author for avoiding summer and autumn, and is, of 
course, followed verbatim by Turberville. Markham would " put them together to Countrey Con- 
ingender and breed, eyther in January, February, or March, according as ihey shall 



grow proud ; for those are the three most principall montbes in the yeare for hound, 
bitches, or bratches, to be limed in : not but that they may conceive and bring forth 
as good whelps in other montlies ; but because there will be much losse of time in 
the entering of them." He farther enjoins that " the moone be eyther in the signe 
Aquarius or Gemini ; for it is held amongst the best huntsmen of this land, that the 
whelpes tfaat are ingendred under those two signes, wil never runne mad, and for the 
most part the litter will have at least double so many dogge whelpes as bitch 
whelpes." 

2. "AWus T€ Kol airoplif ydKcMTOs. The want of this essential article of nutriment 
renders the winter objectionable for the rearing of whelps ; but its abundance in the 
spring gives to this season an additional claim : 

passim nam lactis abundans 
Tempus adest, nlbent plenis et ovilia mulctris. 



p. 26. 



Nemesian. 
Cyneg. vs. 158. 



3. °Oti x^'f^" inXaiiPivei Tct aKuKixia. The greyhound puppy is remarkably 
tender and susceptible of cold ; indeed Fronto says that the whelp of the pastoral 
dog requires to be fostered in warmth, Suo'xefji'spoi' ydp iari toEto rb fSoi' : and if an 
animal, necessarily of a hardy constitution, be, when young, impatient of severe cold, 
we shall readily acknowledge the importance of such a seasonable birth for the deli- 
cate Celtic whelp, as will give him during his period of growth two summers to one 
winter. " II faut, autant qu'il est possible, faire couvrir les lices a la fin de I'hiver Encyc. Method. 
ou au commencement du printems, par la raison que les jeunes chiens, a qui les froids 
sont toujours nuisibles, ont pour eux deux ktis centre un hiver, et qu'en consequence 
ils s'^levent plus ais^ment." 

It is an essential part of kennel management to support brood bitches with the 
most nutritious aliment. Varro (in Geoponicis) recommends barley bread, in prefe- 
rence to wheaten, as more nutritious, with mutton broth from bones, &c. poured over 
the bread, to be given before whelping ; and afterwards, barley meal with cow's or 
goat's milk, boiled bones, and water to drink. The same instructions are delivered, 



Geoponic. 
L. XIX. c. II. 



Les Chasses. 
p. 130. 



Geoponic. 
L. XIX. c. r 
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Chap. XXX. If you wish a brood-bitch to recover her previous speed, ^ 
Management you must not let her suckle her whelps, ^ except merely to 

after whelping. 



almost oiroXele!, by Varro, de Re Rustic^, L. ii. u. ix. In the latter reference, the 
author expressly says the bitches are more nourished by barley than wheaten bread, 
" magis eo aluntnr, et lactia prsebent majorem facultatem." But the experiments of 
the late Sir H. Davy on the quantum of nutritious matter contained in the diflferent. 
varieties of bread com, and the test to which they have been put, in kennel feeding, 
by practical sportsmen, induce us to believe that the " Scriptores de Re Rustic^, " are 
mistaken on this point. The farina of wheat is the best food for brood hitches, 
boiled with milk, or scalded with meat- broth. Of the importance of keeping brood 
bitches on highly nutritious food, the old huntsman. Pan, " Deus Arcadise," was 
fully aware ; for Diana found him carving a lynx for their repast : 



Callimach. H. 
in Dian. 



'ApxaSutiiv It) Tlav6s' 6 Si xpta Avyxhs ero/ii/e 



Aristotelis 

Hist, Animal. 

L. VI. 286. 

Aldrovandi 

de Quad. Digit. 

Vivip. L. III. 



De Re Rust. 
L. VII. c. 12. 



1. The number of whelps in a litter varies much. The translator's experience 
affords instances of twelve at a birth, and of a solitary puppy, from the same Celtic 
dam. Aristotle states the former number to be the greatest in a canine litter; but 
Julius Csesar Scaliger (a celebrated dog-fancier) certifies, in his annotations on the 
Stagirite's Animal History, a litter of fourteen whelps, as within his own knowledge : 
and this is again surpassed by the case of the canis leporaria recorded by Aldrovan- 
dus, " Canis leporaria hie Bononise, unica foetur^, catulos septenos supra decern enisa 
est." 

2. Mt) ^^i* iKTpe<()eiv ouriji'. Whether the bitch be again required for the field or 
not, no humane courser will allow her to suckle more than four or five whelps. If 
she be young. Columella advises that the first litter should be taken from her : " pri- 
mus eifcetffi partus amovendus est, quoniam tiruncula nee recte nutrit ; et educatio 
totius habitfls aufert incrementum." Nemesian also destroys the first litter, and the 
smallest pups of subsequent litters : 



Cyneget. 
vs. 134. 



De Re Rust. 
L. II. c. 9. 



Sed quamvis avidus, primos contemnere partus 
Malueris, mox non omnes nutrire minores. 
Nam tibi si placitum populosos poscere foetus. 
Jam made tenues, succique videbis inanes, 
Pugnantesque diu, quisnam prior ubera lambat, 
Distrahere in valid am lassato viscere matrem. 

" In nutricatu secundum partum," says Varro, " si plures sunt, statini eligere 
oportet quos habere velis, reliquos abjicere : quam paucissimos reliqueris, tarn optimi 
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lighten any excess of milk, — and then put them to other Chap. xxx. 
bitches, selectin<^ such as are well-bred : for the milk of 



in alendo fiunt propter copiani lactis." Fronto also agrees with hira, and out of a 
litter of seven reconiniends only three or four to be left with the mother ; out of three, 
only two. 

Many are the diagnostics, recorded in the ancient Cynegetica, to assist the classic 
sportsman in selecting the most promising puppies : 



Geoponic. 
h. XIX, c. 2. 



turn deinde n)onebo, 
No matrem indocilis natorum turha fatiget, 
Percensere notis, jamque inde excernere parvos. 
Signa dahunt ipsae, teneris vix artubus hseret 
Ille taos olim non defecturus bonores : 
Jamque ilium impatiens squs vehementia sortis 
Extulit, affectat matern^ regna sub alvo. 
Ubera tola tenet, a tergo liber aperto, 
Dum tepida indulget terris dementia raundi. 
Verum ubi Caurino perstrinxit frigore vesper 
Ira jacet, turb^que potens operitur inerti. 
lUius e manibus vires sit cura futuras 
Perpensaie : levis deducet pondere fratres : 
Nee me pignoribus, nee te mea carmina fallent. 

Nemesian demands our assent to a novel and somewhat cruel mode of ascertaining 
the best puppies of a numerous litter, and states that it is founded on actual experi- 
ment : 

quae prodidit usus 
Percipe, et intrepidus spectatis annue dictis. 
Pondere nam catuli poteris perpendere vires, 
Corporihusque leves gravibus praenoscere cursus. 
Quin et flammato ducatar linea longe 
Clrcuitu, signetque habilem vapor igneus orbem. 
Impune in medio possis consistere circo. 
H uc onmes catuli, hiic indiscreta feratur 
Turba, dabit mater partus examine honestos, 
Judicio natos servans, trepidoque pertclo. 
Nam postquam conclusa videt sua germina flammis, 
Continuo saltu transcendens fervida zonae 
X'Jncla, rapit rictu primum, portatque cubili ; 
Mox aliura, mux deinde alium. Sic conscia muter 
Segregat egregiam sobolem virtiitis amorc. 
T 



GratiiCyneget. 
vs. 287. 



Nemesian. 
Cyneget. 
vs. 144. 
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Chap. XXX. degenerate curs is not congenial to high-bred puppies. ^ If^ 
however, the dam herself appear no longer serviceable for 



The same diagnostics occur in the Cynosophium of Demetrius, and the Alcon of 

Cynosoph. Fracastorius. The former says, the dam ^v(rM$ rivl v6Sif SiaKp'urei Tcb 0e\riova, 

c. III. ujj) i^iyei, and recommends the refuse to be disposed of by sale or gift, after having 

been placed under foster-parents. The heavier whelps should be placed, according 

to this writer, under their own dam. But, of course, our diagnostic canons must 

Hist. Quad, vary with each variety of dog. Gesner reconciles the conflicting opinions of the 

.1. p. . Greek and Latin Cynegetica, on the selection of puppies, in these words : " ego ita 

conciliirim, ut ad rohur praeferendi sunt graviores ; ad celeritatem, leviores;" 
Hist. Nat. " Optiraus in foeta,'' says Pliny, " qui novissime cernere incipit, ant quern fert 

.V . c. . pj;,nuj„ Jq cubile foeta :" and he is supported by the Virgilian poet of Barga — 



P. Angelii Namque ea quem secum tulit in stramenta, toroque 

& y S' Composuit primum, primoque afiecit honore, 

llle alios omnes cursuque animisque superbis 
Vincet ovans, simul ac loris exire solutis 
Quiverit, et saitu transgressus inania campi 
Intervalla cite difiugerit ocyus Euro, 

He condemns the large and heavy pup as likely to be hereafter deficient in speed : 

Ejusdem Continuo cujus suhsidunt pondere membra 

Atque artus major moles gravat, ille volucri 
Insuetus cursu longe post ultima fratium 
Terga relihquetur, frustraque optabit adempta 
Prsmiaque, et multo perfusam sanguine prsdam. 

Markham's " Touching greyhounds," says the practical author of Countrey Contentments, 

Countrey Con- •< ^hen they are puppies or young whelpes, those which are most raw-boned, leane 
tentments. B. I. , , ■ ,, , , , , , ,. . . 

p. 48. loose-made, sickle or crooked bought, and generally unknit in every member, are 

ever likely to make the best dogges, and most shapely : but such as in the first three 

or foure monthes, are round, and glose trust, fat, straight, and as it were full sum'd 

and knit in every member, never prove good, swift, or comely." 

The courser, in selecting youngsters from a numerous litter, will not be indif- 

ferent to 

The maiJts of their renown'd progenitors — 
Sure pledge of triumphs yet to come ; 

but will preserve all such " with joy," while he casts " the dwindling refuse to the 
merciless flood," fearful of overloading " the indulgent mother." 

3. Th yhp rwv ayevvSiv yd\a ov ^i/i^vAov ra's yevmlais. It is difficult to prove 
that the quality of the milk of varieties of the same species of animal is absolutely 
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coureing, it is best to leave the whelps with their own mother, Chap. xxx. 
and not to put them under a foster-parent. * For the growth is 



different, and productive of effects, beyond its physical nutriment, upon the innate 
powers and propensities of the young animal supported by it : and yet such an opi- 
nion is too much countenanced by naturalists to make us unhesitatingly condemn it 
as destitute of all foundation. It was a favourite notion of ancient physiologists, and 
many moral inferences were drawn from it by Galen and others. " Non frustra Noct. Attic. 
creditum est," says A. Gellius, on the authority of the philosopher Favorinus, " sic- L. xii. c. i. 
uti valeat ad fingendas corporis atque animi similitudines vis et natura seminis, non 
secus ad eandem rem lactis quoque ingenia et proprietates valere ; neque in homini- 
bus id solum, sed in pecudibus quoque animadversum," &c. Wherefore Sir Thomas 
Elyot enjoins, when speaking of nutrication, " a nourse shoulde be of no servile The Governour. 
condicion, or vyce notable : for as some auncient writers do suppose, oftentynies the ^' '• ^- '*'• 
chylde sucketh the vyce of hys nouryse with the mylke of her pappe." See 
Brathwait's English Gentleman, p. 94. 

a i\ vi Toi ntvvrii iTKv\aKoTpoip'ni neficKriTai, Oppian.Cyneg. 

(I'll wot' ani\yf(r0ai (TKvXcMas reoflTjXc'r juajiji '• ^'^' 

alyav, % irpo0dTuv, jUtjS* olkiSItiiti Kiiveaatv 
^ ydp Toi vadpol re Kal ovTtdavol $apidotei/. 

Nee unquam eos quorum generosam volumus indolem conservare, patiemur aliense Columel. de 

nutricis uberibus educari ; quoniam semper et lac et spiritus maternus longe magis • "■ ^- ""• 

.... *;. 12. 

ingenu atque mcremenia corpons augent. 

4. Kpintrrov i^v virb r^ TeKoiari. — Arrian here copies his predecessor almost 

verbatim ; but in addition to iherhydKa o'yaSby Kal Th irvevfia of the former, the latter De Venat. 

adds Ktti al vepiPo\al (pl\at. The classic reader will remember the pathetic address 

of Andromache in the Troades, 



c. VII. 



& veov vTayKdKuT/ia firfrpl <j>i\TaTOV, Euripidis 

5 Xpirhs iiSi) rrveCjuo ! Troad. vs. 7CG. 

It is true that a foster-mother may " cherish kind — an alien offspring," and 
" pleased" we may " behold her tenderness, and hospitable love," but instances are, 
I believe, most rare of greyhound puppies, suckled by alien dams of mongrel blood, 

repaying the courser for the trouble of rearing them. nSv yap rb Texhu rpoipiiv f^^' Platonis 

iviTTiSfiai' $ tiv Te'/cp : and it is in vain that we make the unnatural attempt, at yhp enexenus. 

Bepaireua at a\\6Tpiai oiiK ewic oif|i)aoi, according to both Xenophons ; whereas " les Encyclop^d. 

jeunes chiens, nourris par leur propre mere, seroient plus forts et mieun portans que Methodique. 

ceux qui sont nourris d'un lait Stranger." " When a bitch hath whelpes," says Tur- u 140 

berville, " let a mastiffe bitch (une matine, Fouilloax)give sucke to one halfe, and Booke of 

you shall find that they will never be so good as those which the damme did bring Hunting, &c. 

p. 22. 

up. ' 
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Chap. XXX. stinted by a stranger's nursing; (as the other Xenophon 
declares,) but the mother's milk and breath are cherishing to 
her puppies. 



Chap. XXXI. 



When puppies can run about, Xenophon properly recom- 
Food of weaned ^^^^^ t^^t they be fed with milk ; i for the filling them with 

puppies. .' ' ^ 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
III. 107. 



Giatii Cyneg. 
vs. 304. 



Columella 
De Re Rust. 
L. Tii. c. 2. 

Nemesian. 
Cyneg. Ts. 161. 



Cynograph. 

Curiosa. 

p. 33. 



/aagBtsr of 
ffianie. c. xn. 

fol. 51. 



^ ^a r6(rov Texediv t€, Kttl afmy6voio yeveBKrii 
4>i\rpov ifl KpaSlri ard^ev 6e6s- 

•rliaaov ^a (jiiffis Kparep^arov &\\ai'. 

1. XpJ) yd\aKTiavaTp4<li(iv aird. See Ch. viii. where he also speaks of milk food ; 
and Xenophon. de Venat. t. vii. 4. The latter recommends milk for the first year ; 
Kol oh ii4\\ei rbv oirai/TO XP^""" Puia-eaBm, &A\o Se /iTjSeV — al yap Papuai irA.T/cr/ioi'ol 
rwp atcvXcuilav SiaffTpe(povfft ctkcAij, ff^^uuxt viffovs efjLTroiovffty Koi rb, ivrhs &5tKa 
yiyy^Tat, 

turn denique foetu 

Cum desunt, operis fregitque industria matres, 

Transeat in catulos omnis tutela relictos. 

Lacte novam pubem, facillque tuehere maz&. 

Nee luxus alios avid^qiie impendia vitae 

Noscant. 

Columella also, and the Carthaginian poet, administer milk to the yoang fry, and 
Pollux with his copyist Faullini adds thereto the blood of the game to which the 
hounds are to he afterwards entered; " Quod si effoeta lacte deficitur, caprinum 
mazime conveniet prseberi catulis, dum fiant mensium quatuor :" 

Interdumque cibo cererem cura lacte ministra, 
Fortihus ut succis teneras conflere medullas 
Fossint, et validas jam tunc piomittere vires. 

" Frobe autem despiciendum," says the credulous physician of Eisenach, on the 
authority of Julius Pollux, "cui generi singulos applicare velis, at eorum animalium, 
qu^ venationi sunt destinata, sanguinem cum offis statim post ablactationem subnii- 
nistres," &c. 

" Thei hav grete nede of bur dame," according to Duke Edmund, " in to the tyme 
that thei be ij monethis olde, and than thei shuld be fedde with gootis mylke or with 
kowes mylk and cromes of brede ymade smale and put there inne ; and specially in 
the morowe and at nyght by cause that y^. nyght is more cold tban the day and also 
men shuld geve hem crommes in fflesh brothe and in this wise men may norfshe hem 
tyl thei be of half yeere olde." 
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heavy food distorts their legs, and occasions diseases in their Chap. XXXI. 
bodies. And as to giving dogs short names of easy pronuncia- 



Largus victus solet esse maximo damno. Bloodus de 

Canibus, &c. 
It verj rarely happen^ that the iciuy aprirdKos is deficient in milk for six or eight Oppian. 

weeks after the birth pf her progeny ; Halieut. L. i. 

719. 

foemina quffique Lucretii L. v. 

Cum peperit dulci repletur lacte, quod omnis 805. 

Impetus in mammas converlitur ille alimenti : 

but if the puppies do not thrive on the nutriment they derive from their dam, it ia 
probably deficient in quantity, and should be dispensed with altogether as soon as 
tliey will lap cow's milk sufficient for their support. 



Turn tu adeo (nam tempus erit) jam pares parenti, p, Angelii 

Exhaustis parce uberibus. Sed moUia nondum Bargai Cyueg. 

Subducenda taraen natis alimenta, sed haustu 
Pascendi lactis, cujus mulctralia pingues 
Implerunt vaccse, et redeuntes rure capellie. 

Turberville says, " the longer they tast of their dammes teat, the more they shall Booke of 
take of her complexion and nature." And when weaned, " it is best," he remarks, "° "£•?• 
" to bring them up abroad with milke, bread, and all sorts of pottages, and you shall 
understand that to bring them up in villages of the country, is much better than to 
bring them up in a butcherie :" " aux villages, et non aux boucheiies," Fouilloui: p. 9. 

How close is the analogy " touching the acceleration of growth and stature," in Lord Bacon's 

the human and canine subject ! Inbreeding for the kennel. Lord Bacon's observa- ^^" "'^'ofy- 

" ' Cent. IV. 

lions may be turned to some account. " Excess of nourishment," says he, " is 

hurtful ; for it maketh the child corpulent, and growing in breadth rather than in 
height." " The nature of it may not be too dry, and therefore children in dairy 
countries do wax more tall, than where they feed more upon bread and flesh ;" 
" over-dry nourishment in childhood putteth back stature." Upon which principle 
Albertus Magnus orders liquid food for the dog, because his temperament is dry. 

It is seldom that the practical courser will difi^er from the advice of old Gervase Countrey Con- 
Markham ; but when he says, " if the house you keep be of great receite, and many 'orients. B. i. 
servants, you shall let your cooke bring up your whelpes, and your dairy-maide your 
second best, and the rest you shall put forth amongst your friends or tenants, accord- 
ing unto the love you possesse in the country," I am inclined to invert the merits of 
the respective claimants on the litter, placing la cuisinicre at the bottom of the list. 



unto thy choicest friends Somerville. 

Commit thy valued prize ; the rustic dames The Chace. 

B. IV. 
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Chap. XXXI. 

Xenophou's 
instructions 
approved. 

Care of brood- 
bitches, not 
allowed tu 
suckle. 



tion, 2 in this we should also attend to him ; for the names 
which he has enumerated, (in part the invention of others, and 
some of his own creation), are cleverly composed. 

But if you do not as yet wish your bitches to breed up any 
puppies, you must take the greatest possible care of them 
while under distress in consequence.^ For when they have 



Columella 
de Re Rust. 
L. VII. u. 12. 



Cjneg. 
443. 



De Venat. 
L. I. 



Hercules 
Stroza. 



Shall at thy kennel wait, and in their laps 
Receive thy growing hopes, with many a kiss 
Caress, and dignify their little charge 
With some great title, and resounding name 
Of high import. 

2. See Xenophon de Venat. t. vii. 5. All the names left us by Xenophon, Arrian, 
and Columella, are disSyllabical. Norainibus autem non longissimis appellandi sunt, 
quo celerius quisque vocatus exaudiat ; nee tamen brevioribus, quam quse daabus 
syllabis enuntientur. Oppian names his puppies, while young and tractable, 

ouTckp VTjvidxotfftv iir* obvS/xaTa ffKvKdKeffffi 
/Smcfc rlBei, 6ok TtaVTa, BoijV 'Iva Pd^iv aKo6^. 



By which Gesner supposes the names should be " oxytona.' 
with his predecessors : 



Natalis Comes agrees 



ponantur nomina cuique 
Certa cani, teneatque ad summum syllaba bina : 
Frotinus at noscat voces, et verba vocantum. 

The indefatigable German naturalist has alphabetically arranged all the classic 
names of the Greek and Roman kennels that have descended to us. We find in his 
canine vocabulary, those of Xenophon, Ovid, Columella, and others of ancient days ; 
and some from Blondus (of which Gesner disapproves) of more modern use. Hyginus 
has a copious list of canine appellatives in his 181st fable, entitled " Diana." And 
one of the most chaste poets of the fifteenth century supplies the kennel with 

bona naribus Heuresii'chne, 
Theragus, Ocypete, Thoissa, Metena, Cylindns, 
Chaetodesque hirtus setis, domitorqae ferarum 
Theridamas, veloxque Lagois, et ocyur ilia 
Frotodomus, longoque legens compendia passu 
Maciobates, Leuconque rapaci et cum Harpage Thcron. 

3. El 5e iiii TTO) ^fle'Aois (TKuAoKeCcroi. Schneider is of opinion that Arrian is here 
cautioning the courser agiiiusl tunning a bitch, whom it has been deemed prudent to 
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ceased to give suck, their teats become turgid and full of Chap. XXXI. 
milk, and the parts beneath the belly distended. At which 
time, it is not safe to loose them after a hare, — for their flanks 
may be burst asunder : nor should you let them play with 
another dog, as, by contending and striving with him beyond 
their strength, they may be placed in equal danger. 

It is best to wait till their teats are become flaccid. And 
you will have a proof that it is safe to take them out, when the 
hair falls off" abundantly, as you stroke it with your hand. 
They are then, I think, free from the distress they laboured 
under on account of their milk, and are ready for coursing. * 



The greyhound bitch is fleeter than the dog,* but the dog Chap. XXXII. 

Estiraate of 

Sexes. 



put aside from taking tlie dog, and whose milk-vessels are distended towards tlie 
close of the period of gestation, as if she were actually pregnant. This interpretation 
is ingenious, and may be tenable ; but as I find no such caution in any ancient author, 
and have never seen any mischief accrue from running a bitch at the time alluded to, 
(though her speed is certainly impaired by the constitutional plethora of the period ;) 
and, moreover, as it magnifies a very unimportant circumstance in the physical 
condition of the bitch, and is, on the whole, rather a far-fetched interpretalion, I 
have followed Blancard and Zeune in the more usual acceptation of the verb <rKv\a- 
Ke6eiv, i. e. catulos nutrire. No man in his senses would think of coursing a brood 
bitch while in the state described in the text. 

4. Kal iraplaTtoTai ijSrj is Sp6iiov. These words commence the 32nd Chapter in 
all the editions which I have examined ; and though Schneider suggests their 
adaptation to the close of the present Chapter, he does not venture to change their 
position. Inasmuch, however, as the division into chapters is probably arbitrary, and 
the words in question are more appropriate here than at the commencement of the 
ensuing Chapter, they are here introduced. 

1. Kiav 8ii\(ia ij,\v aKvrepa Hjl^epos. I have already remarked that Arrian and 
Xenophon invariably use the feminine gender when speaking of the dogs of the 
chase : and so also the Grecian poets, (as the Kvalv raxeiais of Euripides, and (Tkv- 
\iReaai floais of Oppian,) and in some cases the Latin, (as the " canes montivagffi" 
of Lucretius, " venatica canis " of Ennius, and " muM cane " of Horace) ; as if 
bitches were more quick-scented, " more fleet of foot, or sure of fang." Minerva, 
in the Ajax Flagellifer, compares Ulysses searching for the mad Ajax, to a Spartan 
bitch ; though the verse would have admitted the masculine instead of the feminine 
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Chap. XXXII. has more bottom than the bitch; 2 and, because he can run 
through the whole year, is a much more valuable acquisition : 
and as good bitches abound, but it is no easy thing to meet 
with a thorough-good dog, the latter is on this account more 
precious : and again, it is fortunate if bitches preserve their 
speed to the fifth year,^ whereas dogs retain theirs even to the 



Sophoclis 

Ajax Flagell. 

vs. 2. 



Markham's 

Countrey Con 

tentments. B.i 

p. 47. 



gender, and the former would certainly have been more appropriate to the sex of the 
person represented. The gender is cliangc d by the poet in a marked way : 

KttX vvv M aiaipois ae vavrMots Spu 
AtavTos, %vQa rti^iv ia'xfS'TTiv exet, 
irdXat KWTjyerovvra, Kal fierpo^fievov 
ixvij tA Keivov viox^po.xff^ 'oTrws Xiris 
cJt* evdoy, eir ovk evSov eS Se a iKfpepet 
Kwhs Aaxaipris Sis Tis eSpivos fidffis. 

This opinion, therefore, of the superiority of the bitch over the dog seems to have 
prevailed in the kennels of antiquity ; and such, I believe,' is still entertained by 
sportsmen. " It is an old received opinion,'' observes the author of Countrey Con- 
tentments, " amongst many men of the leashe, that the greyhound bitch will ever 
beate the greyhound dogge, by reason of her more niniblenesse, quicknesse, and 
agillity ; and it is sometimes seene that a perfect good bitch indeed, hath much 
advantage of an ordinary dogge : but if the good dogge meet with the good bitch, 
there is then no comparison, but the dogge will be her master, inasmuch as he ez- 
ceedeth her both in lengthe and strengthe, the two maine helpes in coursing ; for her 
nimblenesse is then no helpe, sith a good dogge in the turne will loose as little ground 
as any hitch whatsoever." See also The Countrey Farme, c. xxii. by Markham, 
ed, 1616. The earliest edition, of 1600, does not contain Markham's additional 
remarks on coursing, but merely Surflet's version of " Maison Rustique.'' 

2. "A^^v Se BriKetas SiairomirSai liiuivav, Aristotle remarks, in the Spartan tribe 
of dogs, that the bitches are longer- lived than the dogs, in consequence of the latter 
working harder than the former, Sitt t^ jroveTv rois apphias /laWov. " Whereso- 

Farme. c. xxii. ever," says Markhara, " the course shall stand forth long, the good dogge will beat 
out the good bitch and make her give over." 

3. Ai fl^Aeioi fiiv &,yttirriTbp, k. t. \, I am not aware of any difference having been 
observed by coursers, in the duration of the comparative speed of the dog and bitch. 
It is not inability to run that disqualifies a greyhound (generally in his third year 
from the period of entrance) for appearance on the coursing field, but » propensity, 
acquired by experience, to skulk and run false : 



The Countrey 



Sir W. Scott. 



Experience sage the lack of speed supplies. 
And in the gap he seeks — his victim dies. 
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tenth.* For all which reasons, in my opinion, a really good, Chap. XXXII. 
high-bred dog is a great treasure* — one that falls not to the lot 



We can rarely, if eter, say of any greyhound, after he has run two seasons, what 
Shallote says of Page's fallow greyhound, who " was out-run on Cotsale :" — " He 
is a good dog, and a fair dog ; can there be more said ? he is' good, and fair." So 
soon does the fleetest dog begin to make up by cunning what he wants in willingness 
to work. 

4. "A^pevfs Se Kal is ScKaroi' St<ul>v\iTTouiTiv. Our author is here at issue with 
Juliana Berners, who says of the greyhound in his ninth year, 



And whan he is coniyn to that yere, 
Have hym to the tannere ; 
For the beste hounde that ever bytche had. 
At nyntlie yere he is full badde. 



Merry Wives 

of Windsor. 

Act I. 



Book of 

St. Alban's. 

1490. 



Indeed, it is incredible, however great may have been his youthful vigour, that any 
dog should retain his full speed till the tenth year ; a period at which all the bodily 
powers begin to feel the gradual approach of infirmity, at which many dogs die appa- 
rently of natural decay, and all are incapacitated for strenuous exertion. " Canes 
Laconici," says Pliny, " vivunt annis denis, freminaa duodenis, castera genera quin- 
decim annos, aliquando viginti." Instances of the latter protracted period are very 
rare. I never knew a greyhound to reach the memorable age of the Homeric 
Argus — 

"Apyov S' a5 Karii. fio7p' ^Xa^ev ti^\avos Bavdroio, 
auTiK' iSStn^ 'Oivtnja ieiKoaT^ ^ctaur^. 



Odyss. XVII. 
32G. 



Short is their span ; few at the date arrive 

Of ancient Argus, in old Homer's song 

So highly honour'd ; kind, sagacious brute I 



The Chace. 
B. IV. 



See iElian de Nat. Animal. Buffon Hist. Natur. and Lord Bacon Hist. Vitas et 
Mortis. 

5. yieya fun SoKeJ Vb KT^/ia &pp^v Kiav rp aKTiBf'ui, yevvaios. Such in the annals of 
British coursing was Topham's Snowball, and such Bate Dudley's Millar ! 

Tu quos ad studium venandi legeris, et quos 
Dixeris hinc comites cursfls, csedisque ferarum, 
Quaere mares : maribus major vis est animusque, 
Et melius tolerare valent certamina longa. 



Natalis Comes 

de Venatione. 

L. .. 



6. Kol ovK tvev 6(S>v tov tifxevelas, K. t. \. With Schneider's sanction, I have 
united the 33rd Chapter of the first and second editions of the Greek text with the 

U 
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Chap. XXXII. of a courser without the favour of some god.^ For such a 
blessing, then, he should sacrifice to Diana Venatrix.'^ He 



u. XIX. 



32nd of the German editor, from which chapter the former seems to have been most 
unnecessarily separated hy Holstein, or whoever first divided the Cynegeticus into 
sections, affixing to each a tahle of contents. 

In accordance with Arrian's notion, the fabulous greyhound of the suspicious Ce- 
phalus is conceived, in the imagination of the poet, to have been bestowed on the 
virtuous Prooris by the Guddess of the Chase, with the high character of pre-eminent 
speed : 

Ovid. Metam. quern cum sua traderet illi 

VII. 754. Cynthia, ' currendo superahit,' dixerat, ' onines.' 

7. 'ApTEjUiSi 'AypoTepq. This title of the sylvan goddess is variously derived by 
etymologists. Scheffer (^lian. V. H. L. ii. t. 25.) would have her ladyship so 
called from Agrie in Attica — xajptoi/'Avpoi Ka\oiii,evov, the scene of her first essay in 
Atlic. L. 1. hunting on arriving from Delos. AtaPaat Se riv EiAiffiric, says Faus'anias, x"?^" 
''Aypai KaXo^iievov, Kal va^s 'AypoTepas iffrly 'Apre/itdos, k. t. \. But Perizonius 
objects to Scheffer's derivation, and also to that ott!) t^s &ypas, d venalione, consi- 
dering 'AypoTf pa rather to signify rustica, in agris agena. If &ypa, venatio, be the 
root of the title, to the same may probably be referred the titular epithet by which 
Apollo is connected with the chase, by Pausanias in Atticis, (L. i. c. xii.) 'Aypaios : 
unless the Attic Agrse would here aiford a more ready solution. But the true deri- 
vation of 'AypoTipa is to be sought in i.yp6s. See Etymologicon Magnum. 

From whatever source derived, it is sufficient for our purpose that the epithet is 
commonly applied to her in the character of " Dea Venatrix,'' (Ovid. Met. L. ii. 
454.) — " Dea sylvarum," (Ovid. Met. L. iii. 163.)—" ssevis iuimica virgo — bel- 
luis," (Hor. Od. xii. L. i. 22.) — as presiding over woods, and delighting in hunting. 
It is so used in the Thesmophoriazusae of Aristophanes, 

Tap T* iv ^peiri Spvoydvoi- 
ai K6pav AciVot' "Ap- 
Te^LV *AypoT4pav : 

and in the Rape of Helen of Colutbus, 

Coluthi Rapt. ouS^ Kaaiyvlrn\ AjjtwI'As 'Air6K\m>os 



HeleuEB. vs. 32. 



"ApTf/uis iirliniire, koI iyporipn vep iovaa. 



To coursers it must be a mighty consolation to know that, by virtue of this distinc- 
tion, the goddess is ominous of good when seen by them as a night-phantom ; at least 
Oneirocrit. so says the dream-interpreter of Ephesus, the fortune-telling Artemidorus — Kvvrtyois 
L. II. c. XXXV. ni\iaTa avii<ptpet SiA tV 'Ayporepcw. 
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should sacrifice, too, whenever successful in his sport, dedicate Chap.xxxii. 



The Odyssey affords the graphic outline from whence Apelles is supposed to have 
worked off his finished picture of the Goddess of the Chase as an active toxophilite : 



Homeri Odyss 
L. VI. 102. 



'^Aprefiis elat ko.t' oijpeos iox^atpa, 
fl Karh TjjiiveTOi' irepi^^KeTOK, f) 'EpifiavBov, 
Te/nrofLevr) Kdirpouri Kol ^Kfljis i\d(poun' 
T^ S4 8" iiiu M/ufiai, Kovpcu Aibs Alyidxo'o, 
'Aypov6iu)i irolfouiri" K. t. \. 

The rival copy of Virgil (jEneid. L. i. 502.) will occur to the reader's recollection; 
and I need not again exhihit (see c. XXII. note 2.) the elaborate and highly-embel- 
lished portrait of the Carthaginian poet, (Nemesian. Cyneg. vs. 86.) Effigies in 
marble of the Goddess of Hunting are to he seen in almost every collection ; alone, 
with her usual symbols of venalion, or accompanied by dogs of chase, or deer — or 
both, as in an alto-relievo at Wilton House. Temples and altars of Diana Agrotera 
are mentioned by Fausanias in Atticis c. xix. and c. xli., in Eliacis i, c. xv., in 
Achaicis c. xxvi. 

For the honour of Diana, in the character of Agrotera, the shows of wild beasts in 
the Roman Circus and Amphitheatre were generally designed : so Claudian, 

Tu juga Taygeti, frondosaque Msenala, Clio, 
I Trivise supplex ; non aspemata rogantem 
Amphitheatrali faveat Latonia pompie ! . . . &c. 

and for their support in splendid varietj', the whole world was ransacked for its rarest 
and most savage animals : 

quodcunque tremendum est 
Dentibus, aut insigne jubis, aut nobile cornu, 
Aut rigidum setis capitur decus omne limorque 
Sylvarum, Sec. 

No deity amongst the heathens was more terrible than the masculine daughter of 

Latona, (a^^eviid) irepo toB nirpov, koX Spaas, in Juno's taunting language,) and none Lucian. Deor. 

1 ^ ^ 1 a t Dial. Juno et 

less patient of affront— ^^^^^^ 

gods and men Milton's 

Fear'd her stern frown, and she was queen o' th' woods. Comus. vs. 445. 

The reader will call to recollection the death of the unfortunate son of Autonoe, rii/ 
'AktoWos iSXiov ii6pov, (Euripid. Bacchse,) and the desolation of the well-cultivated 
vineyard of CEneus (Homer. Iliad. L. ix.) at the hand of Dian, 



Claudian. 
De Consul. 
Mall. Theod. 

vs. 292. 
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Chap. XXXII. the first-fruits of his spoils to the goddess,8 and purify his dogs 
and sportsmen,^ as regulated by the established rites of the 
country. 

Chap. Some of the Celts have a custom of annually sacrificing to 

XXXIII 

(,^ji..^ ' Diana ; ^ while others institute a treasury for the goddess,^ — 

hunting rites. 



Iliad. L, IX, 
533. 



Callimacli. H, 

in Diaii. 

260. 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. VIII. 277. 



Kal yhp Toiffi KOKbv xptxri^povos 'Apre/iis Spue 

It is supposed that the beautiful poetry of Callimachus, in which the anger and 
favour of the goddess are so feelingly described, (Hymn, in Dian.,) was imitated 
from the Psalms of David, which the poet, peradventure, bad seen at the court 
of King Ptolemy. See the effects of her wrath, vs. 124. (TXctXioi oh riv-i) X"^^- 
wiiv, K. T. X, ; with which are contrasted the good luck and happiness of those to 
whom she is propitious, vs. 129. ois 5e xev efrjuciS^s re kuX i\aos, k. t. \. The con- 
clusion follows, of course, that no man in his right senses should think of slighting 
the powerful dispenser of so much good and evil — /n'^ tij ari/iiiari Tiir'Apre/uv. 

The reader will find an amusing description of the worshipful Dian in the sulks at 
the marked insult of CEneus, 

(solas sine thure relictas 
Praeteritae cessasse ferunt Lato'idos aras) — 



Plaut. Aul. 
in. 6. 43. 



Iliad. L. 
266. 



in Lucian, jrepl OviriW : Kui noi Soku dp^u airiiv iv tS oipava rare fiSyiiv, says the 
infidel satirist, tuv &\\(iiv dewv iv Oiveois ireTropev/jLevav, Setv^ iroiovaav, Kal ffxerAict- 
^owav otas koprris aTro\eitp6Tjff€Tai. 

8. 'AcoTiflei/ai iTrapx^s tSv oKxaROiiivuv rp 0e^, koI aTroKoSaipeai, n. -i. \.- — as 
amended by Schneider. " Ac ne degustahant quidem novas fruges, aut vina," says 
Pliny (xviii. 2.) " antequam sacerdotes primitias libassent." And our venerable 
courser would have bis disciples observe with strictness the same religious ceremonies 
of dedication, purification, &c. The ancients always purified themselves before 
sacrificing — " Ego, nisi quid me vis, eo lavatum, ut sacrificem :" and Hector tells his 
mother he is afraid to pour forth even a libation to Jupiter with unwashed hands, 

Xepirl S" aviitTOiaiv Alt' \etPeii' alBova ohor 
E^ofiat, 



9. The robs Kvvas Kal tovs Kvpriyhas of our author answers to the " tota juven- 
tus" of Gratius, hereafter cited ; and his as i/d/ios, to the '■ lustralis de more sacri" 
of the Faliscian. 

1. M. Le Verrier de la Conterie derives the fete of the French Chasseurs called 
La S. Hubert from this Celtic festival of Diana. As the latter supplanted with her 
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into which they pay two oboli for every hare that is caught,^ — 
a drachma for a fox,* (because he is a crafty animal, and 



Chap. 
XXXIIL 



images the unseen divinity of earlier adoration, she in her turn yielded the tutelage 
of the chase to St. Martin, St. Germain, and St. Hubert. Arrian wrote in the second 
century, and in the sixth we find Diana still predominant : — " Le pere Dom Marlin 
nous assure que vers la fin du sixieme siecle, les Gaulois c616broient les mjsteres de 
cette divinity avec des chants excessifs, et toutes les debauches que peuvent produire 
I'amour et le vin, sur nne montagne des Ardennes qui est dans le Luxembourg, ou 
ils avoient une idole de Diane fort grande et fort c^lebre," &c. 

M. Fleuri (Hist. Ecclesiast. Tom. viii. L; xxxv. u. 22.) relates the destruction of 
Diana's image, and the erection of the monastery and church of St. Martin on its 
site. But neither St. Martin, nor St. Germain, (" ^v6que d'Auxerre, et chasseur de 
grande reputation,") were able to preserve their ascendancy against the superior 
claims of St. Hubert, (" 6v6que de Liege, plus fin et plus rus6 dans I'art de la 
chaase,") who subsequently received the first-fruits of the chase, cmapxits ray aMa- 
Koiicvav, and a tenth part of the game, as an annual consecration, imairia, from the 
posterity of the Celts. 

The warship of Diana Venatrix extended from Celtica to the British Isles, which 
at an early period were peopled by a Celtic race, (see note 12. at the end of the 
present chapter). " Amongst other the goddes also," says Holinshed, " whiche 
the Scottislimen had in moat reverence, Diana was chiefe, whom they accompted as 
their peculiar patronesse, for that she was taken to be tlie goddesse of hunting, 
wherein consisted their chiefest exercise, pastime, and delite." And at the same 
period, we find these Scoto-Celts in possession of greyhounds and hounds of chase of 
the highest repute, during the reign of Dorvadille. 

2. ©Tjffavphs signifies, primarily, " theea, ubi res pretiosa deponitur ;" and secon- 
darily, " ipsa res condita." See Martinii Lexicon Philologicum. 

3. 'Eirl iikv \ayif b,\6vti Sio 6Po\i> iuPdWovaiv, The game of the modern courser 
was valued by the Celtic sportsmen, for Dian's treasury, at about 2^4. of British 
currency. The obelus was a small Greek coin of silver, weighing about 11 grains, 
in ancient money worth 1^(2. It was the sixth part of the drachma, which nearly 
answered to the Roman denarius. The double obolus, or diobolion, exactly hit the 
value of the hare in the Celtic scale of appreciation. 

4. "Et! 5J oAtiiTreKi 5/)oxmV — Anglice, ninepence for a fox. The silver drachma 
was equal to six oboli, consequently this crafty and destructive felon was estimated 
at thrice the value of the hare. The reasons of the text for the extra payment must 
be perfectly satisfactory to the patrons of the leash— Sti iirl0ov\ov rh ■xprHia, /cal rohs 
Xayiis SiatjiBelpei, n.. r. \. " Fraudulentum animal," says Isidorus, " insidiisque 
decipiens :" and ^lian, alpoSinat Se oi \.ay(f iirh &\iimtKay iviore, aix ^TTor Sp6iu(, 
oAAA Kol ixSXKov Tex''?)" o:o^hv yh,p iarcer^y i.\ilnrr}(, Kol S6\ovs oTSey. Xenophon, 
too, remarks that foxes are wont to kill not only hares, but leverets, ainoiis /col tA 
TcKm : and is supported by the Cilician poet of the chase, who says of the fox— 
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destroys hares,) — and four drachmee for a roe-deer,* in consi- 
deration of his size, and greater value as game. 

When the year comes round, on the return of the nativity of 
Diana,^ the treasury is opened, and a victim purchased out of 
the money collected ; '^ either a sheep, or kid,^ or heifer. 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L. III. 459. 



iSlasBter of 
(JGanw. c. VIII. 

fol. 43. 



ifflasBter ot 
fflfame. c v. 

fol. 30. 

L. VII. 

Martial. Epigr. 
L. XII. Ep. 68. 

Antiquit. 
Roman. Tom. I. 

Statii Sylv. 
L. HI. 1. 57. 



otavois TC S6\oi(riv lAeii' /cal reKva \ayaay. 



" Foxes done grete harme," says Duke Edmund, " in wareyns of conynges and of 
hares, the whiche thei ete, and take hem so gynnously and withe grete malice, and 
not withe rennyng." 

5. 'EttI Se SopxdSi riffffapas Spax/ids, The tetradrachm of silver was worth four 
drachmas, or three shillings sterling — a high valuation of the roe-deer, an animal of 
chase, rather scarce in the Biitish Isles, but at all times, I believe, abundant in 
France. De Langley calls the roe " a good litel beest, and goodly for to hunte to." 

6. 'OirSrav yev48\ia t^kt) ttjs 'ApreniSos. The gods of antiquity had their natal 
days as well as men. " Dies nobis natalitii sunt," says Arnobius, " et potentias 
ccelites dies autumant habere natales." The anniversary of Diana's birth-day (see 
Ad. Tumehi Adversar. L. viii. c. xxvi.) was celebrated on the 13th of August — 
" Augustis redit Idibus Diana." " Feriis suis, emeritos canes, quietosque a vena- 
tioue, et immunes habere credebatur, et ipsa etiam feriari," in the words of Fitiscus. 

Ipsa coronat 
Emeritos Diana canes, et spicula tergit, 
Et tutas sinit ire feras. 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. XV. 130. 



Pausanias in Achaicis c. xviii. describes a splendid celebration of the sylvan rites 
of Diana Laphria by the people of Fatrse, in costliness and magnificence far sur- 
passing these Celtic ceremonies, but in character somewhat similar. The festival of 
Fatrse was also annual, as in Celtica. 

7. 'Upe7ov. 

Victima labe carens, et prsestantissima forma, 
(Nam placuisse nocet,) vittis prsesignis et auro 
Sistitur ante aras. 



The ancient sacrifice consisted of three principal things — libation, incense, and vic- 
tim ; of which the latter was most important — varying according to the character of 
the deity to whom it wns offered, and that of the persons oflFering. Perfection of 
form, as described by Ovid, was essential to acceptance at the altar. 

8. Oi niv SiV, oi Sk 0170. So iu Horace's invitation to Phyllis to attend his banquet 
on Msecenas's natal day. 
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according to the amount of the sum : and then, after having 
sacrificed, and presented the first-offerings of their victims to 
the Goddess of the chase,^ according to their respective rites, 
they give themselves up, with their hounds, to indulgence and 
recreation,'" — crowning the latter on this day with garlands,^' 



Chap. 
XXXIH. 



aia casus 
Vincta verbeuis avet immolato 
Spargier agno. 



Canninum 
L. IV. c, XI. 



The kid of the Celtic hunters is mentioned in the celebration of Diana's rites by 
Gratius ; see note 10. 

9. TUv ieptlav &itapliiuvot tj 'Ayporepif, The first-fruits of the spoil were offered 
up to Diana Venatrix, (see c. xxxii. n. 8.,) as well as the purchased sacrificial 
victims. We are told by Plutarch that it was customary to consecrate the horns of 
the stag to the goddess, and to affix them to her temple ; a quiver, too, with bow and 
arrows, and a canis venaticus, were commonly added. 

Tibi saepe, Diana, 
Msnalios arcus, venatricesque pharetras 
Suspendit, puerile decus. 

See Symmach. Epist. L. v. £p. 68. and Fitisci Lexicon Autiquitatum. 

10. Eiuxovmai aiirol re Hal ol xiyes. 



Claudian. 

De Consul. 

Honor. L. iv 

169. 



Idcirco aeriis molimur compita lucis 
Spicatasque faces (sacrum) ad neraora alta Dianae 
Sistimus, et solito catuli velantur honore ; 
Ipsaque per fiores medio in discrimine luci 
Strav^re arma, sacris et pace vacantia fest^. 
Tum cadus, et viridi fumantia liba feretro 
Praeveniunt, tenerSlque extrudens comua fronte 
Hoedus, et ad ramos etiamnum hferentia poma, 
Lustralis de more sacri, quo tota juventus 
Lustraturque Deae, proque anno reddit honorem. 
Ergo impetrato respondet multa favore 
Ad partes qu^' poscis opem, sen vincere silvas, 
Seu tibi fatorum labes exire minasque 
Cura prior, tua magna fides tutelaque Virgo. 

To the hunting jubilations of our early annals (when Dian's revels were scarce 
exploded) John of Salisbury alludes in his Policraticus : " Si vero claiiore prsd&, 
cervo forte vel apro, venantium labor efiulserit, fit plausus intolerabilis, exultant 
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venatores, caput prsedaa et solemnia quaedam spolia triomphantibus pr»feruntur, 
regem Cappadocum captum credas. Sic corniciDes et tibicines videas victoriae glo- 
riam declarare." 

11. TctsKivasSi Kai ffre^avouffiv. The custom of crowning, or decorating with 
roses and garlands of. ribbon, greyhounds which have distinguished themselves in the 
coursing field, continues, I believe, at the present day. Such were the rewards 
bestowed on the fleet horses of the hippodrome : 



Theocriti Idyl. 

XVI. 






Strabon. 

Geograph, 

L. XIV, 



See the medal of Diana Pergaja from Montfaucon Antiq. Expliq. Tom. i. p. 44. 
The goddess holds a spear, or hunting-pole, in her left hand, and a fillet or crown in 
her right hand, elevated over the head of a canis vcnaticus, who is wishfully looking 
up, as if in expectation of the reward of merit. This medal is copied by the learned 
Father from Beger, and derives its inscription from Ferga in Famphylia, nigh to 
which city, I find in Strabo, stood on an elevated site the temple of APTEMI2 IIEP- 
TAIA, whose rites were there annually celebrated. 

12. Vestiges of the Celtic ceremonies of Agrotera seem to have been extant, under 
a peculiar modification, in London, within a period not very remote. That Dian's 
worship was not confined to continental Europe, but extended, as already noticed in 
note 1. {sab fine) of this chapter, to the insular Britons, is an historical fact, con- 
Illustrations of firmed, according to the learned and ingenious Mr. Douce, by the remains of such 

bhaKspeare, animals as were used in her sacrifices, and also by her own images found on rebuildiner 
and of Ancient j = o 

St. Paul's Cathedral — on the site of which. Dr. Woodward very plausibly inferred, a 

Roman temple of the pagan goddess once stood. " It cannot be controverted," 
continues the first-cited able antiquary, " that Diana was reverenced in this country 
long after the introduction of Christianity, when we find from the testimony of 
Richard Sporling, a monk of Westminster in 1450, and a diligent collector of ancient 
materials, that during the persecution of Diocletian the inhabitants of London sacri- 
ficed to Diana, whilst those of Thorney, now Westminster, were offering incense to 
Apollo. Sir W. Dugdale records that a commutation grant was made in the reign of 
Edward I. by Sir William Le Baud, to the dean and canons of St. Paul, of a doe in 
winter on the day of the Saint's conversion, and of a fat back in summer on that of 
his commemoration, to be offered at the high altar, and distributed among the canons. 
To this ceremony Erasmus has alluded in his book Dc Ratione Concionandi, when he 
describes the custom which the Londoners had of going in procession to St. Paul's 
Cathedral with a deer's head fixed upon a spear, accompanied with men blowing 
hunting-horns. Mr. Strype, likewise, in his Ecclesiastical Memorials, Vol. iii. 
p. 378. has preserved a notice of the custom as practised in Queen Mary's time, with 



Manners, &c. 
Vol. •. p. 392. 
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This Celtic custom I follow with my fellow-sportsmen/ and xxxtv 
declare no human undertaking to have a prosperous issue injunctions to 

the obeervance 
of religious 



this addition, that the jiriest of every parish in the city, arrayed in Iiis cope, and the 
bishop of London in his mitre, assisted on the occasion, Camden had likewise seen 
it when a boy, and had heard that the canons of the Cathedral attended in their 
sacred vestments, wearing garlands of flowers on their heads." 

1. We cannot but admire tlie fine feelings of piety, and conscious dependence on 
an over-ruling Providence, which pervade the closing chapters of the Cynegeticua. 

Many splendid passages might be selected from the classical writings of Greece 
and Rome, demonstrative of the fact that, however darkened by mythological allu- 
sions, the most enlightened heathens supported a conviction of the affairs of this 
lower world being under the guidance of a Sujireme Intelligence, and of man himself 
being utterly weak and destitute when unsupported by llie aid and influence of 
Heaven. This feeling is strongly manifested in the works of Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, 
Orpheus, Phocylides, and a host of others among the Greeks : and notwithstanding 
tlie mischievous attempt of the philosophy of Epicurus to eradicate from the Roman 
mind all sense of dependency on Heaven, (as if the Divine Essence, in relation to 
human conduct, " nee bene promeritis capitur, nee tangitur ir^,") the works of 
Virgil, Horace, and Claudian afford splendid examples of the important truth that 
the natural aspirations of poetry tend to the honour of the Gods, and that when right- 
fully employed, the genius of man is ever directed to the advancement of religion 
and morality. It is unnecessary to refer to the innumerable passages illustrative of 
the creed of ancient philosophers, contained in their works ; let it suffice that Pliny, 
in speaking of the unity of the Deity, gives the reason why men commonly spoke of 
more than one God : " Fragilis et laboriosa mortalitas in partes ista digessit, infir- 
mitatis suie memor ; ut portionibus quisque coleret, quo maxime indigeret," &c. 
The catalogue of subordinate deities, enumerated by our author as directing the 
affairs, destinies, and pursuits of mankind, merged with him in the belief of one 
Supreme Intelligence, of which these subaltern deities were the several attributes 
and manifestations, in the government of the universe and its constituent parts. 
According to Herroesianax, 

nAoiirai', nepaetpSvn, Atjm^tijp, Kiirpis/Epares, 
Tpirtopes, Njipebs, TjiBiis, Kol KvavQxaiTTjs, 
'Ep/i?s t', ''Hi^oiimJj Te K\vThs, Hhv, Zeis re, Kal"Hpi;, 
'hpTifus, riS" "ERiepyos 'Plit6\Kwv, efs Bi6s itrri : 

an opinion which was general with the superior philosophers of Greece and Rome, in 
opposition to the polytheistic notions of their inferiors, who, while worshipping the 
' ■ portiones" of Pliny, violated most grossly the unity of the Efs @fhs of philosophy ; 
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Hor. Carni. 
L. III. Od. IV. 



Homer. Odyss. 
L. in. 48. 



Opera et Dies 

vs. 706. 

Vide Dies 

TS. 826. 



Pindar Pyth. 
L. I. 79. 



— the understandings of the former being too strong (as Sir W. Jones has remarked 
in the argument of his Hymn to Surya) to admit the popular belief, but their influence 
too weak to reform ie, and establish in its place, in the public mind at large, the 
supreme unity of the Deity — 

Qui terram inertem, qui mare temperat 
Venlorum, et urbes, regnaque tristia, 
Divosque, mortalesque turmas 
Imperio regit unus aequo. 

For further notice of this subject, the reader is referred to Maximus Tyrius, Dis- 
sert. 17., a Greek philosopher of the second century, contemporary, I believe, with 
Arrian. 

2. OirSev &vev Oewv yLyv6fievov avOpcinois h ayadhv otTroTeXeuT^, To this we may 
cite many parallel passages : irdvres 5e Oewv ;taTeou(r' &v6ptoTroif says the son of 
Nestor to the /limine attendant of Telemachus. Hesiod begins and ends his poem of 
the Works and Days with inculcating piety towards the Gods ; the only way to please 
whom and to be happy, he says, is to be religious and strictly moral — 

eS 8" 6nv i,Bia/im>v iMKdpui/ ire<l>v\ar/ii,4pos ehat. 

Nor are the passages, recommendatory of due reverence of the Gods, less numerous in 
the lyric and tragic poets of Greece, than in her heroic poets : 

4k BeStv yhp fiaxaval ita- 
trai fipoTeais aperah 

Tal TrepiyXuffffoi t* €<l>vt'. 



See also the sublime supplication of Hecuba iu the Troades of Euripides, vs. 884. 
The hymn of Cleanthes, 

ou5e Tt yiyverat epyov 4-nl x^ovl aov Sfxa, ^aifjLov, 
oihe Kar' ouQepiov B^Xov irtjAov, ovt^ ivi 'iT6vTtp, n.. r, X. 

is considered the forgery of a later age. Not so, however, the beautiful truths of the 
Greek poet of the Halieutics : 



Oppian. 
Halieutic. 
L. 11. 4. 



Ti yh,p iifp6irecr(np arvarhy 
y6ir<jii Slav ; ouS" Sacrov iv' ix iroShs Ix""* 4«pai, 
ouS" iffov ci,fiiT€Td(rai fiKetftdpaiv irepujiafa KiiKAa. 
&\\' oiiTol Kpariovai icai Mvov(rai 'iKatna, 
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who regard their safety, supplicate the Gods at embarkation ;' Chap. 
and, after dangers escaped, offer up sacrifices of gratitude to 
the sea-deities, Neptune, Amphitrite, and the Nereids.* Cul- 
tivators of the soil do the same to Ceres, her daughter, and 
Bacchus J ^ Artificers, to Minerva and Vulcan ; ^ Professors of 



Til\68ev iyyiis HvTfs, hiayKaii) 5" Ard'OKTOr 
viiB^aBat, k. t. K. 

3. "Ocroi vaurfMovrai, Imh Osuii Hpxavrai. The sea-deities were numerous, and of 
various gradations. Spence aiTanges them in six classes. See Milton's invocation 
of Sabrina, in his Conius, vs. 867. for the names of many of these Dii Marini. 
Arrian mentions only Neptune, his Queen, and the Nereids — lords of the mediterra- 
nean or inland seas ; superior to whom were Oceanus, " Pater rerum/' andTethya. 
Moreover, it appears from Apollonius Rhodius, that Apollo, for particular reasons, 

(avrhs yhp iwairios ^J^^eu ae6\av, says Jason, addressing irarp^iitov 'AirSWuva,) was L. i. vs. 3.59. 
worshipped, under the name of 'Efij3air(os, by the Argonauts at the time of their *'"' ^^" 1186. 
embarkation, and under that of 'EKfiaffios at disembarking. See also Homer. Odyss. 
II. 430. where Telemachus pours forth " the holy goblet to the powers divine," but Pope's Odyss. 
principally invokes, for a specific reason, " the blue-eyed progeny of Jove.'' 

4. 'AycuTtaBiVTfS xo/'**rT^pia Qiiovaiy, 



B. 11.471. 



Votaque servati solvent in littore nautae, &c. Virg. Georg, 

L. I. 436. 

and again, iEneid. xii. 766. 

Servati ex undis ubi figere dona solebant 
Laurenti divo, et votas suspendere vestes. 

Several votive monuments are engraven in Pere Montfaucon's Antiq. Expliq. 
Tom. II. with inscriptions, SALVOS IRE, SALVOS REDIRE, &c. : and Pitis- 
cus (Lexic. Antiq. Rom. V. ii. p. 164.) has others, NEPTUNO REDUC. SA- 
CRUM, &c. 

See the indications of the Dii Marini appearing in dreams to sea-faring people, in 
Artemidorus, L. ii. 38. 

6. "Otrot tV y^v 4pyd^ovTai. Every art and science had, in classic mythology, 
'ts divine guardian, from whom it first emanated, and by whose liberal condescension 
mankind were instructed in the rudiments of their several callings : 

Ke7voi Kal Texvts ■iro\vKepS4as ai/BpiiiTOLiriv Oppian. Hal. 

&\Xos 8' hWoiotffiV iir^vvfios eTrAero Salfiwv 
Ipyois, oTffiV fKOrrTOS iTtiuKOTrov ^paro ti/u^c. 
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instruction,^ to the Muses/ Apollo Musagetes,^ Mnemosyne,^ 



The tutelar deities of husbandmen were Ceres, Proserpine, and Bacchus. Hence, in 
the beginning of the first Georgic, araougst the " agrestum praesentia numina," 
Virgil invokes conjointly " Liber el alma Ceres ;" and Pindar designates Bacihus, 



Isthin. L. VII. 
3. 



XciKKOKpirov irdpeSpov 
Aafidrepos. 



Arteniidor. Arj^ii^Tjjp Se «o! K6pri, Kol S XeyS/ievos "laicxos, sajs the Ephesian visionary, yeapyols 
1 ., ' KoX Tois KT7i<raff9ai yrji' irporipTifievois ayaOaiw The department of rural economy under 

the tutelage of Ceres is succinctly stated by Oppian in the second book of his Hali- 

eutics : 



Oppian. Hal. 
L. u. 19. 



AT]i> juev ^e{ry\Tis re fio&if, ctpdroLO re yaiijs 
tivpav t' evKtipiroto fpepst yspas cLfi-firoio. 



Arteniidor, 
Oneirocrit. 
L. II. c. 37. 

Georgic. L. i. 
21. 



Oneirocrit. 

L. II. o. 35. 

Ejusdem c. 37. 



The connexion of Proserpine with husbandry is not so clear ; but as Nicomedia, our 
author's native city, was sacred both to the mother and daughter, and he held the 
office of priest in the temple of the latter, we may suppose him fully acquainted with 
all her tutelary distinctions, of whicli the patronage of agriculture seems to liave been 
one. 

Bacchus's presidency was principally confined, in bis character of Vitisator^ to the 
culture of vineyards : AiSvuaos rois yeaipyois ffvfKpcpet tois rhv ^v\iKhv Kapirhv yetop- 
7oEo'i, ix.&Ki<XTa afart\ovs. To the three deities of Arrian here mentioned, Virgil 
subjoins others, " studium quibus arva tueri," whom the philosophic courser allows 
to extend their fostering care to venation — at least some of them, as Pan, the 
Nymphs, &c. 

6. Ot Se afjuptTas rexvas iroifovfievou The different bodies or colleges of artificers 
had their particular tutelary deities. Pausanias in Arcadicis mentions a temple of 
Minerva Machinatrix : ^ffri 5^ 'AOnvas Uphv iirlK\ri(nv MaxaviTtSos, on /SouXeu^oToic 
iaTlv fi Behs iravrotav Kol liriT6x>^JU££Tttic eiperis. The connexion of Minerva and 
Vulcan witli handicrafts is noted by Arteniidorus : 'Mriva x^'porexvais a,ya6i) 5itk riiv 
irpoffTiyopiav, 'Epyivri KaXeirat ydp- — "Kipaim-os .... Xf'P'ii'al' ayaShs iraffi ; — and by 
Oppian : 



Halieut. L. ii. 
21. 



Sovpa Se reKTrlvairBai, avaarfiaat re iitKaSpa, 
^(2f)6c£ t' oKT/c^ff-ai fifjKuv evav64i Kapw^ 
IIak\ci,s iwix^ovlovs iSiSd^aro, 
^■H(f)oi'irTijj 5J ti.4Kei paurrlipios tSp;is. 



Juno tells Latona that Vulcan's skill as an artificer, is a counterpoise to his claudicant 
Lucian. Deor. deformity : ■ aW outos fih S xw^'s, Sfiwj xph'^^l'^is yi iarl, TexWrT)? iiv ipurros, 
Dial. Junoct „. ^ a 
Latona. ' ' ' 
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and Mercury ; " Lovers, to Venus >" Cupid is Suada i* and the Chap. 

XXXIV. 



7. Oi &n<pl iralSev<Tiv. Instructors — those engaged in education — the iuiv(roTt6Kmv 
epyav iirlirKowoi of the Cilician poet. 

8. Koiirais, The Muses were thought to preside orer the ditFerent departments 
of science, poetry, vocal and instrumental music, and the fine arts generally. 

4k yhp t/lomduv xal 4kti$6\ov 'AiriiXXaji'oj 
avSpis aoiSoi icuriv iirl p^SiJca Kol Kidapiarai. 

9. 'Air6Waivi MovniyfTri. When the goda attended the nuptials of Pelcus and 
Thetis on Mount Pelion, Apollo led " the tuneful choir" in the character of Musa- 
getes : 

ix Sh iie\i(T(rlievTos atretrffviievui' 'EMkHvos 
Movtrduv ?i.iyi<j>avoi> Hyciiv x'P^" ^^Bev 'Air6Wav. 

Representations of Apollo in the character of Musagetbs or Lyristes, from the 
Justinian gallery, are given by Pere Montfaucon in the first volume of his Antiquities; 
by Spence, in his Polymetis, PI. xiii. f. r. ii. ; and by Visconti, in the Clementine 
Museum, Vol. i. 



Hesiod. D. G. 
'J4. 



Coluthi Rapt. 
Helen, vs. 2». 



Mentis Apollinesc vis has movet undique Musas. 
In medio residens amplectitur omnia Phoebus, 

'Air6Wav fiovaiKois i.ya9hs, says the Ephesian, \6yav y&p evptriis S 6ths kb) fiovaiKTJs 
ttAttis. In which character the Roman poets of the Augustan age have decked liim 
out to the life. See Ovid's 



Ausonii Musa- 

rum Inventa. 

Idyll. XX. 

Arteraidori 
Oneirocrit. 
L. II. t. 35. 



Ille caput flavum lauro Parnasside vjnctus — 
Verrit humum Tyrio saturate murice palla, &c. 

10. Mi/^/ioffurj;. This goddess is celebrated by Hesiod, in his Theogony, as the 
mother of the Muses : 



ik ^j at MoStrai xpuircS/iTruKEj €|e7€i'o|/To 
ivv4a, T^aiv SSov 8a\lai, Kal repfis aoiS^s. 



Metam. L. x i 
165. 



D. G. vs. 915. 



So Akenside, in The Pleasures of Imagination : 

Ye beauteous offspring of Olympian Jove 
And Memory divine, Pierian maids. 

That this mythology is judicious, has been remarked by Plutarch in his rules for the 
education of children ; since nothing so much cherishes learning as memory. There 
is a statue of Mnemosyne in the Clementine Museum of Visconti, Vol.i. 

11. 'E/)/*p. Mercury is here introduced in one of his most creditable capacities, as 
the author of letters, and the god of orators and eloquence : 
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Chap. Graces.'^ And, upon the same principle, Sportsmen should 

AAAiV« 



Francis's 

Horace. B. i, 

Od. X. 



The god of wit, from Atlas sprung. 
Who by persuasive power of tongue 
And graceful exercise refined 
The savage race of human kind ! 



Artemidori 
Oneirocrit. 
L. II. u. 37. 



Bucol. Eclog, 
L. n. 57. 



Artemidori 
Oneirocrit. 
L. II. t. 37. 



Argonaut. 
L.I. 615. 



^neid. L. i 
6G8. 



U. G. vs. 201. 



Od. Ill, vs. 17. 



'Epfujs ayaShs Tois eVl \iyovs ipiiMfiemis, Kol oflATjTais, Kai irai5oTp(/8ais, k. t. \. 

12. Ot 5e a;u^l ret epwriKct 'A^poS/r?;. In the Rape of Helenj Venus is called 
'Apiioviris $tt(ri\eia, (v. 26.) 6a\diiav $tt(Ti\eia, (v. 137.) and yd/jLav PatriKeia, (v. 306.) 
queen of marriage. And to the same purport is the description of Nemesian : 

cui cura jugales 
Concubitus hominum totis connectere shells. 

fidMaTa 5e ^706^ 7r£/)l ydfiovs Kal KoivaviaSj Hal irepl tckvuv yovds, says the dream- 
interpreter, of the goddess of love, awSiaiuev yhp Kol iTriy6va>v iarXv alria. The reader 
will remember her angry speech (tangit et ira Deos) in the prologue of the Hip- 
polytus, 

Tobs liiv aifiovTas Tapth, irpeaPeim Kpdrri, 
iT^dWai 5* litrot (l>poifovffiy els 7jfji,as jUeyo, k. t. A. 

and her vengeful and infuriate character, as drawn by Apollonius Rhodius in re- 
ference to the Lemnians : 

oSpcKd ixiv yepdav iirtdyiphv S/ruraav. 

and amplified by Valerius Flaccus, L. 11. vs. 29. 

13. "Epani. Venus confesses that she has little power without the aid of her 
favourite son Cupid : 

Nate, mesE vires, mea magna potentia, &c. 
Ad te confugio, jet supplex tua numina posco. 

She is accompanied by him and"I^fpos (whom the Grecian mytbologists seem to have 
distinguished from'Epais) in the Theogony of Hesiod. 

Ty 5' 'Epos afidprriae, Kol"ljuepor tWero KaX6s. 

The Odes of Anacreon afford many graphic sketches of the mischievous little god : 

(pepoyra Td^uVy 
irr^pvyds tc ««! ipapeTpriii. 



14. neiflo?. Suada or Suadela— the goddess of peisndnion—mpiiarumconciliatrix. 
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not be neglectful of Diana Venatrix is nor Apollo," nor Pan .w Chap. 

^ XXXIV. 



In the temple of Jupiter at Olympia, as described by Fausanias, Cupid is seen re- 
ceiving Venus rising out of the sea, and tiie goddess TlaBi) placing a crown on lier 
head: and so in the Rape of Helen, she is the bearer of the bridal chaplet: 



Kol aTf<l>os oiTK^trao'a yairliAtoi' ijKvBt Ileidii, 
ToleuT^pos'EpwTOS i\a4>pi^ovaa ^apeVprji/. 

Horace unites Suadela and Venus in the attractions of " the well-bemoney'd swain " 
— " bene-numraatum decorat Suadela Venusque." And Artemidorus says her ap- 
pearance is ominous of good to all persons, and on all occasions ; HeLdtb Se koI Xdpnes, 
KoJ ^npat, Koi Ni!;U(/>ai irphs irdvTa Kol vmriv eia-'iv ayaSal. 

15. XdpiffLP, The Graces of Heathen mythology were ladies of great influence : 
simplicity of manners, gracefulness of deportment, gaiety of disposition, liberality, 
eloquence, and wisdom, were all derived from them : 

abv yhp ijuv ri repirvk koX t^ y\vK4a 

ylvercu Ttdvra ^porois' 

el ffotphs, €t KctA^s, elf Tis &.y\ahs 

h.vi)p. 



Coluthi R. H. 
vs. 28. 



Epod. L. I. 

Od. VI. 
Oneirocrit. 
L. II. c. 37. 



Pindar. Olymp. 
L. XIV. 6. 



' and revel in ban- Hesiodi D. G. 
quets ; and in Horace's supplicatory Ode to Venus, they are associated with the 



In the Theogony they " keep their court with the God of Love,' 
nets ; and in Horace's supplicatory Ode to Venus, they are as 
" Regina Cnidi Paphique," Cupid, the Nymphs, Hebe, and Mercury : 



Fervidus tecum puer, et solutis 
Gratise zonis, properentque Nymphae, 
Et pariim comis sine te Juventas, 
Mercuriusque. 



Carm. L. i. 
Od. 31. vs. 5. 



16. Tois iirX 6i]pa, itrirovSaicSTas oi XP^ a/teKf'ii' Tijs 'AprefuSos Trjs 'Ayporipas. 
Xenophon was equally strict in his religious observances towards the rural deities, 
bidding the sportsman, before he slip a single bound, to vow a participation of the 
game to Apollo and Diana Agrotera. See Pitisci Lexicon Antiquit. Roman. and Apul. 
Met. VI. p. 175. The falconer of Demetrius, in later days, offered his morning 
adoration to the God of heaven before sun-rise, and then flew his hawk at the 
quarry : rhy Behv iiriicaXeadiievos rp fl^poi iii/ievus irvW^titfioiTo, k. t. \. 

Following his Classic prototypes, Adrian de Castello makes the cardinal hunter 
supplicate the Sylvan goddess : 

Volans Ascanius levi veredo 
Precatus Trivise perenne numen, 



De Venat. 



'l€paK0ff6tl>lOV. 

p. 21. 



Adriani 

A^enatio apud 

poetas tres 

Aldi. 



168 



ARRIAN 



Chap. nor the Nymphs/9 nor Mercury,"" the conductor and president 

AA AX V ■ 



Invadit jacalo, diuque librans 
Jecit eminus, &c. 



Xenophon. 
De Venat. 



See the Museo 

Cliiaramonti of 

Visconti and 

Guattanj. 

T. xviir, 

Virgil. jEneid. 
L. IV. 143. 



as a necessary preliminary to the slaughter of a stag, bayed by the hounds. 

17. 'kir6\Kavos. Apollo shared with Diana the institution of hunting : '\it6\Ku- 
vos Kol 'ApreiiiSos &ypat xal Kvues. Whence, will) his twin-sister, he is seen on antique 
relievos with dogs and other emblems of the chase. In his character of Venator, 
Apollo is described by Maxiinus Tyrius as a youth armed with a bow, his naked side 
appearing beneath a chlamys, and his feet raised in the act of running : 

Qualis ubi hibernam Lyciam Xanlhique fluenta 
Deserit, ac Delum maternam invisit Apollo, 
Instauratque chores, mixtique altaria circum 
Cretesque Dryopesque fremunt pictique Agathyrsi ; 
Ipse jugis Cynthi graditur, moUique fluentem 
Fronde premit crinem fingens, atque implicat auro ; 
Tela sonanf humeris. 



Statii Achil. 
L. 1.167. 



Lncian. Deor. 

Dial. Juno et 

Latona. 



Tihull. L. Ill 
El. IV. 34. 



De Aagment, 
Scient. L. ii. 

Virg. Gclog. 
L. II. 33. 



The reader is of course familiar with the Apollo of the Belvedere — the Venator of 
Statuaries— "Venator Apollo:" but perhaps not so well acquainted with the Wilton 
effigy of him, exhibiting in a small compass all the symbols which characterise his 
presidency over poetry, music, divination, or more probably medicine, and the chase 
— (vpoanoieiTat fifv irivra EiScVai, Ko! To|ei5ei>', Kal Kiflapf^Eiv, xai tarphs thai, koX 
HavTeieaSai) — in three of which attributes he is cited by our author in the present 
Chapter. The attitude of the god is easy and graceful ; he appears to lean against 
one of the horns of his lyre, placed on a tripod, around which a serpent twines. 
Over his right shoulder is seen his quiver, and his head is decorated with a laurel 
crown — " cast^ redimitus tempora lauro : " the chlamys of the Venator is thrown 
off, exposing the belt beneath, and the farmer with its gem is placed on some fit 
receptacle beside the right leg. 

18. Tlta'6s. " Ofiicium Panis nulla alia re," says Lord Bacon, " tam ad vivum 
proponi atque explicari potuerit, quam quod Deus Venatorum est," &c. He was the 
god of the shepherds as well as hunters, the leader of the Nymphs as Apollo was of 
the lyiuses, the patron of rural life, and president of the mountains. Happy the man, 
exclaims the poet of the Georgics in his eulogy of country life, who numbers the 
rustic deities, and Fan amongst the rest, in the catalogue of his acquaintance : 



Virg. Georg. 
L. II. 494. 



deos qui novit agrestes, 
Panaque, Sylvanumque senem, Nymphasque sorores I 



The most graphic description of the goatish god I have any where seen is in the 
13th book of Silius Ilalicus : 
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of the hip-liways, nor any other mountain gods=i that there f^"-"- 
a J ' J & X\X1V. 



pendenti similis Pan semper, et uno 
Vix ulla iuscribens terrae vestijda cornu, &c. &c. 



But as this lias been cited at length by Spence in his Poly metis, a book of easy 
reference, I decline introducing it here — wishing, as much as possible, to present my 
readers with passages omitted by this celebrated scholar. Let Lucian's more brief 
delineation be substituted : 6 /uv Kepma tx"^' ""^ ^""^ H iiiuafias is rh Kdra alyl 
iouciis, Kol Y^ceioi/ PaBti KaBei/icms, oXlyov Tpdyov Staifiipav iarlv. 

19, Kviupuv. Beger's list of these ladies does not much exceed one hundred in 
number, although it is said that Diana had abote a thousand in her retinue. We 
may suppose those principally interested in Cynegetical pursuits to have been the 
Oreades, nymphs of the mountains ; the viiti^tu 'Op^aniZes of Homer (Iliad, vi. 421.) 
the 'Opilit\ayierot of Aristophanes (Thesraophoriazusae) ; the Napate, nymphs of 
the meadows, (of whom Virgil, " faciles venerare Napaias,") and the Dryades and . 
Hamadryades, nymphs of the woods, the ^iKopviBav ^pvdSav xophs of Oppian 
(Cyneg. i. vs. 78.) See Claudian, de laudib. Stilic. L. iii. for a description of the 
" acies formosa Dianie,'' and the Epicedium of Hercules Stroma; in which latter the 
names of many of these inferior Sylvan deities, " turbae nemoralis," are registered in 
chaste hexameters, addressed to the Duchess of Ferrara. Sometimes the Naiads also 
accompanied the land-nymphs in their hunting pranks : 



pulchro venantes agmine Nynipbas, 
Undarum, nemorumque decus, &c. 

Elves of hills, brooks, standing lakes, and groves. 



Denrum 
Conciliimi. 



Valer. Flacci 

Argon, li.iii. 

530. 

Tempest, 
Act V. sc. I. 



20. 'Ep^oB 'EfoSiou Kol 'Hyefiuvlov. " Deum maxime Mercurium colunt," says 
Cfssar of the Gauls or Celts : " hujus sunt plurima simulacra ; hunc omnium inven- 
torem artium ferunt; liunc viarum atqne ilinerum ducem ; hunc ad quaestus pecunis 
mercaturasque habere vim maximam arbitrantur." Being the god of every species of 
gain, and the dog being sacred to him, we have additional reasons for the injunction 
of the text. He was called 'EpctSios or "vialls" according to Pitiscus, "qui viarum Lexicon An liq. 
prajses, in biviis, et compitis ponebatur ad semltas monstrandas : " in which capacity 
his statues are, what are commonly called Terminal, — that seemingly imperfect, ugly, 
awkward-looking shape, to which a worthless Roman nobleman, Rubellius Plancus, is 
assimilated by the satirist of Aquinum ; 



De bello 

Gallico L. V 

u. 17. 



V. n. 18S. 



Nil nisi Cecropides, truncoque simillimus HcrmiE. 
Nullo quippe alio vincis discrimine, quam quod 
llli inarmoreum caput est, tua vivit imago. 
V 



Juvenal. 
Sat. viri. 52. 
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'XXIV ™^y ^^ '• otherwise their pursuits must turn out abortive, their 



XXXIV. 



A Greek medal is extant of Arrian's native city, of the reign of Antoninus Pius, 
bearing the impress of the god Terminus. See Numniopbylacium Reginse Chiistinse, 
Tab. Lvn. 

The old herdsman of Theocritus, with the title elmSios, affords the reason of its 

use : 



Idyll. XXT. 3. 



€K Tot Icipe TrpStppuv fjLvBijffoiJtcu iifxa^ ipeeij/ets, 
'Epfieot a^Sfievos SeifV oitlv eiyoSloio, 
rhv ykp <l>a<rl /ityiaTov iirovpavimv K^xo^SiffBai, 
iX Kfv btov ^axpe'tov avyvfjrai Tis dBirfiv, 



Act, V. sc. I. 



See Eustatbius ad Homeri Odyss. xvi. and Ouzelius ad M. Minuc. Felic. OctaTium, 
p. 109. 

In his character of guide or conductor, {'Hye/idyios,) amongst many others, the 
wily god volunteers bis services to Carlo, in the Flutus of Aristophanes : 

EP. aW' 7iyefi6piov. KA. oA\' S Behs ijSri 0\eirei, 
&ad' 7iyeii.6vos ohSkv Seriffd/ieaff en. 



Though the messenger of the gods, and supremely Aihs ^£776X0^, he seems to have 
been a willing itinerant on earth (^SowriJpos) in the cause of humanity. See Iliad xxrv. 

Guard of our life, and partner of our way ! 

21. "Offoi 6,\\i)i Spcioi Btol, Almost every mountain had its tutelar deity ; but 
Arrian probably here means the rural deities hitherto unnamed, as Sylvanus, Silenus, 
Priapus, Aristaeus, the Fauns, Satyrs, Pales, Flora, Feronia, and a host of others. 
On a due observance of the rites of these gods and goddesses, and demi-deities of 
" hill and dale, forest and mead," (to vphom might be traced, perhaps, the fairy sys- 
tem of more modem days,) and more particularly on an observance of those of Diana 
Agrotera, was an abundant supply of game, and avoidance of the ordinary casualties 
of the chase, entirely dependent : 



Senecae 

Hippolyt. 

Prol. vs. 73. 



Tua si gratus numina cultor 
Tulit in saltus ; retia vinctas 
Tenuere feras ; nuUi laqueum 
Rup6re pedes ; fertur plaustr* 
Prsda gementi : turn rostra canes 
Sanguine multo rubicunda gerunt ; 
Repetitque casas rustica long* 
Turba triumpho. 
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dogs injured, their horses lamed,^* and themselves disap- J^^vi^V 
pointed. 23 



:hap. XXXV. 



And of this, Homer gives evidence in his poem.i Teucer, ^" 
he says, the best bowman of the Greeks, in the archery-contest f^^mpie, hom 

Homer. 



22. Kol y&p leal oi Kives P\dirrovTai, K. T. \. All that Arrian here anticipates as a 
consequence of neglect of the rural deities, Savary of Caen, in bitterness of heart, 
invokes on the ill-fated heads of the brelhren of the leash ; whom he designates as 
enamoured of the savage pugnacity of the hull-dog greyhound — with which alone, 
the wolf-greyhound of his country, this poet was acquainted. Great as may have 
been his love of the harrier's chase, and great his admiration of its followers, whom 
he calls Dian's legitimate worshippers, I cannot conceive him conversant with the 
genuine pastime of his Celtic ancestry, nor with the ki'toi' tj a\riBeicf 7ewB?os of 
Arrian, when he wrote the following virulent anathema : 



Talia legitimosnon infortunia tangant 
Cultures, Diana, tuos : inhonora Laconis 
Sed quoscunque juvat feritas truculenta Molossi, 
Sola quibus casdes, si qua est in cs;de voluptas, 
lilorum paribus turbentur gaudia causis. 
Mulcta suppliciis cor insatiabile prsedie. 
Plecte viros, e^ctingue canes, rabiemque ferocem 
Instilla, dominus catulis odiosus et ipsis, 
Exaequet falsum veris Actseona poenis. 
Et qui parlicipes (pigeat licet ista precari) 
Disrumpantur equi, domini plectantur in illis ! 



Album Dianae 

Leporicidaj. 

L. ,. 



23. ^lian tells us there is a temple of Diana in an isle of the Red Sea called ^lian. de 

Icarus, abounding with goats, roe-deer, and hares, which a sportsman mav catch, if -IN^tura Animal. 

L. XI. c. 9. 
the goddess be duly petitioned ; but if not, he is not only unsuccessful in his sport, 

but punished for the transgression — ici,v Se fiii alrliirri, oBrt oipei, Kol SiSuai SIkos, &s 

&h\ot Myoia-iv. 

1. "Oiiiipos iv Tp iror})aet. Arrian alludes to the contest for the prize of archery, at 

the games celebrated by Achilles on the occasion of the funeral of his friend Patro- 

clus. I give Pope's translation of the passage : 



To the tall top a milk-white dove they tie. 
The trembling mark at which their arrows fly. 
"Whose weapon strikes yon fluttering bird, shall bear 
These two-edged axes, terrible in war ; 



Iliad B. XXIII. 
vs. 1020. 
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Chap. XXXV. hit the cord only, and cut it asunder, because he had offered 
^''852 ^se!^"'' ^° ^°^ *° Apollo ; 2 but that Marion, who was no archer at all, 

by having invoked Apollo, struck the bird when on the wing. 
Again, the posterity of those, who fought against Thebes 

with Polynices, captured the city,' 

Iliad. L. IV. rpg omens trusting, and the aid of Jove ; 

406, seqq. 



The single he, whose shaft divides the cord." 

He said : experienced Morion took the word ; 

And skilful Teucer : in the helm they threw 

Their lots inscribed, and forth the latter ilew. 

Swift from the string ite sounding arrow flies ; 

But flies unblest I No grateful sacrifice, 

No firstling lambs, unheedful ! didst thou vow 

To Phoebus, patron of the shaft and bow. 

For this, thy well-aim'd arrow, tum'd aside, 

Err'd from the dove, yet cut the cord that lied : 

Adown the mainmast fell the parted siring, 

And the free bird to heav'n displays her nring : 

Seas, shores, and skies with loud applause resound, 

And Merion eager meditates the wound : 

He takes the bow, directs the shaft above, 

And following with his eye the soaring dove, 

Implores the god to speed it through the skies. 

With vows of firstling lambs, and grateful sacrifice. 

The dove, in airy circles as she wheels 

Amid the clouds, the piercing arrow feels : 

Quite through and through the point its passage found. 

And at his feet fell bloody to the ground. 

2. 'EiretS}) fi^ iirqi^aTO t$ 'A.Tr6\\uiit. The God of Archers and Archery. 

The poet and the courser would both teach us the same lesson — that without 
addressing supplication to heaven, we cannot succeed in our undertakings. Merion 
does not conquer because he is the better archer, but because he is the better man. 

3. Toil! ■iKy6mus Si rav lirl &ii$as crvv YloAvi/elicri. The Homeric line cited by 
Arriau from the speech of Sthenelus, in the fourth book of the Iliad, alludes to the 
victors of the second Thehan war, wherein the sons of the seven captains subdued 
the city, before which their fathers had perished : 

I'ope's Iliad. With fewer troops we storm'd the Theban wall, 

a. IV. 4C0. ^„j happier saw the sev'n-fold city fall. 



216, seqq. 
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whereas their fathers, not at all inferior to them in valour, had Chap. XXXV. 
perished before it, because they were disobedient to the signs 
vouchsafed to them by the Gods. 

And lastly, Hector, inattentive to Polydamas when he ob- l''*^- ^- ="■• 
jected to an attack on the Grecian fleet,* (because the Trojans 
would not return from it with honour to themselves, as he 
inferred from a serpent dropped by an eagle,) was soon after- 
wards taught otherwise by experience, that no good comes of 
being refractory towards the Deity.* 



la impious acts the guilty fathers died ; 

The sons subdued, for heav'n was on their side. 

Capaneus, the sire of Sthenelus, was thunder-struck, while blaspheming Jupiter — 

Talia dicenteni toto Jove fulmen adactum Statii Thebaid. 

_ . .. L. i. 927. 

Cornpuit. 

4. TloKvSdiiam ovk Iwvti. From Pope's translation I extract a part of the speech 
of Polydamas, with the omen referred to : 

Seek not this day the Grecian ships to gain ; B. xii. 253. 

For sure to warn us Jove his omen sent, 

And thus my mind explains its clear event : 

The victor eagle whose sinister flight 

Retards our host, and fills our hearts with fright, 

Dismiss'd his conquest in the middle skies, 

Allow'd to seize, but not retain the prize, &c. 

Pope's version of Hector's reply to this speech of Polydamas, is one of the most 
splendid specimens of his talent to be found in the poem — as the whole incident is 
perhaps the finest of Flaxman's beautiful illustrations of the immortal bard. 

5. OuK ayaBhv ajreiBiiv t$ Btttf, Homer himself draws many similar inferences in 
the progress of his interesting tales both of the Iliad and the Odyssey — x'^^^'"^" '"'" 
ipurSeveos Kpotilupos — irauAv ^pife/ievot — and again, SMev 5" ovk iffr' oiAeoirflai : and 

Pindar abounds with like injunctions of humble submission to the divine will — XP^^^ Pjth. ii. 
irphs — 6ehv oiiK ipii^eiv, k.t.\.—ttot\ Kfvrpov Se toi — XaiCTife/iei', Tf:K4ea—oKia9iip\)s ' j-," 
oTjUos. See also vs. 89. ejusd. Carm. The reader cannot but recollect the memorable 
counterpart to these words, (with reverence be they cited I) in the Apostolic history Act Apost. 
of the conversion of St. Paul — aKKrip6v aoi vphs Kivrpa Kcucri^etv. 

How beautiful the metaphor that runs through the following lines of the poet of 
Cilicia ! 
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Chap. XXXV. FoUowing these examples, it is right in field-sports, as in 
every thing else, to begin with adoration of the Gods ; ^ and, 
after having obtained success, to offer thanksgiving-sacrifices ^ 
and Iibations,8 with auspicious words,^ and crowns,i° and 



Oppian. Hal. 
L. II. 12. 



De Legibus. 



DeEzpeditione 

Alexandri 
L. VI. c. XXVIII. 



jEneid. L. 
244. 



Schol. ad 

Aristoph. 

Thesm. Act. 



oW* ate\ fidKapes iravinrepraTOt Tjvia ir&VTi] 
kKIvovo', y k' ISiKamv i S' effiriTai, Ss Ke aa6(ppav, 
irpLv •)(tiKeff^ fidcTTiyi KaX ovK i64\wp 4\dr]Tat. 

See the sensible remarks of Xenophon on the words 2TN OEfl nPATTEIN, at the 
conclusion of his treatise De OfBc. Magistr, Equit. c. ix. 

6. 'ApxeirBal re awh flcSy. " A Diis immoitalibus," says Cicero, " sunt nohis 
agendi capienda primordia :'' and JuUus Pollux, to whom I have frequently referred 
in the early part of these annotations, concludes his address to Commodus, at the 
commencement of his Onoraasticon, with the same sentiment — iroiiiaoncu Sh tV 
cipX^") oi/>' Sf lidMffTtt irpotrliKii Toiis eiffePeis, airh tSc Beuv. 

7. XapuTTiipia BieiP eS irpd^ama. So in his Anabasis, Arrian writes, Biaai 'AXe'lai'- 
Spov iv Kap/iavla xapun'l]pia t^» kbt' 'IvSac vifens, «. t. \, These free-will offerings 
may be considered in the light of grateful acknowledgments to the gods for blessings 
received. They were paid by soldiers after victory, by husbandmen after harvest, 
and by sportsmen after success in the field. 

8. Sire'vSeii'. Wine was generally used in these libations, hut not always ; for 
there were V7)<pi,\ta Upb,— sober sacrifices, wherein no wine was poured forth. Gene- 
rally, however, wine was employed, as we learn from Virgil's " frontique invergit 
vina sacerdos." 

9. Ev^rj/ieii/ — " favere lingu^, bona verba dicere." This expression does not seem 
to mean that the persons present at a sacrifice were to observe profound silence, hut 
latherto abstain only from words of evil omen. Mr. Cowper has preserved its sense 
correctly in his translation of Ei>(/>7);u^irai, Iliad ix. 171. " That every tongue abstain 
from speech — Portentous." Ogilby, Dacier, and Pope, all mistake the significatiun 
of eb^^eiy, *' Prsecones claraantes," says Festus, *' populum sacrificiis favere jube- 
bant. Favere est bona fari." But Bourdin 'ad] Aristoph. Thesmophor. ev<priij.eiv 
tnjfiaivet tny^v Kol tnumav 5i' evtpTjfJiiaSi 

10. ^ecpavovv. The sacrificial victims were adorned with garlands and crowns on 
their horns and necks. The altars were decorated with sacred herbs, and the priests 
themselves wore crowns upon their heads, composed of the leaves of the tree sacred 
to the deity to whom they paid their devotions. See Tertullian de Idololatri&. 

11. 'Tiipe'iv. Hunting-carols, it may be, were chanted to Dian and her sylvan 
train, by the Celts and other sportsmen of old. It was customary to sing hymns in 
honour of the Gods, and dance around the altar of sacrifice, on occasion of cele- 
brating the more important religious rites ; when the songs, in general, coromemo- 
tated the exploits of the worshipped, enumerated their virtues, and the benefits con- 
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hjnnns," and to dedicate the first-fruits of the captured Chap. XXXV. 
game, ^" as the conqueror does of the spoils of war. ^^ 



ferred upon the woisbippers, expressing, at the same time, a wish for their conti- 
nuance. ^Tfivot juev is robs Qeohs voiovVTaif Miraivoi 5e is iwdp^ovs, says Callisthenes, 
in his splendid speech on the line of distinction to be drawn between divine and 
human honours. 

12. 'Airapx^ts Twv a\uTKoii{vaiv hvaTt6evai. The airapxo^t °' first-fruits of animal 
sacrifices, were small pieces of flesh cut from every part of the beast, and offered to 
the gods, (see Homer, passim) : but hunters, according to Fitiscus, dedicated to the 



Arrian. de 
Exped. Alex. 
L. IV. c. XI. 



Lexicon 



Goddess of the Chase the head, horns, feet, skin, &c. of the slaughtered game ; to ^ntiq. Roman, 
which custom Nisus alludes in his invocation to Diana: 



Si qua tuis unqaam pro me pater Hyrtacus aris 
Doma tulit, si qua ipse meis venatibus auxi, 
Suspendive tholo, aut sacra ad fastigia fizi : 
Hanc sine me, &c. 



iEneid. L. ix. 
406. 



18. '6 T^ vlrni vo\4ii.ov ixpoBtvia. Before the spoils of victory were distributed 
among the warriors, they considered themselves obliged to make an offering out of 
them to the Gods, to whose assistance they were indebted for them all. Those sepa- 
rated to this use were termed, according to the author of the Archasologia Graca, 
axpoBlvta, because taken inr' Hxpov tov Sivhs, from the top of the heap. 
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SOME ACCOUNT 



CANES VENATICI 



CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY . 



prima ilia canum, non ulla per artes 

Cura prior, sive indomitos vehementior liostes 

Nudo marte preinas, seu bellum ex arte ministres. 

Mille canum patria;, ductique ab origine mores 

Cuique su^. Gratii Falisci Cvneget. vs. 151. 
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In introducing to the reader's notice the Canes Venatici of the 
following monograph — wherein the embellishment of fable is often 
admitted as the language of truth, and amusement is paramount to 
instruction — it must not be expected that I should carry back the 
history of the chase to the early period of the world's annals, when 



harmony, and family accord. 
Were driven from Paradise ; 

and man's subject creatures revolted from their revolted lord — 

KaH S9jpfs alSovs iryvtrliawTes v6p.ovs, 

the probable date of its institution — (" cum peccato enim animalium 
noxa simul et persecutio et fuga subintravit, et, artes venationum 
excogitatae sunt,") — nor to the later epoch of its Phenician origin, 
maintained by Polydore Vergil on the authority of Eusebius ; nor 
its more fabulous Theban birth and distribution, the thrice-told 
tale of John of Salisbury : ^ but rather consider hunting as an art of 
acquisition and self-defence of remote and undefined antiquity. 



Cowper's 
Task, B. VI. 



Pliil. de 

Animal. 

Propriet. vs. 8. 

Agrippa de 

Incert. et Van. 

Sc. et Art. 

C. LSXII, 

De Invent. 

Reruni. L. in. 

c. V. 

Euseb. de 

Praep. Evang. 

L.I. 



] . To Henricus Cornelius Agrippa, and his Origin of the Chase, reference is else- 
where given. Identical with his view of its rise, progress, and demerit, is that of 
Joannes Sarisbeiiensis, in his Policraticus, De VenaticA et autoribus et speciebus ejus, 
et exercitio licito et illicito. " Et piimi quidem Thebani," says John, (who wrote 
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P. A. Bargsei 
de Aucupio 
L. i. p. 13. 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L. II. 7. 

Tickell's 

Miscellanies. 



Gratii Cyneget. 
ye. 2. 



On Venation, as a pastime, too much has already been said in 
the preface to Arrian : and I will at present confine my remarks to 
a few classical anecdotes of its primitive furniture, its founders, and 
progressional improvement ; premising, by the way, that when men 
were unacquainted with the blessings of civilization, and had no 
idea of pleasure beyond the gratification of their appetites — when, 
in short, they were in a state of nature — hunting was not the by- 
work of leisure hours, but the call of continual urgency — not the 
jocund diversion of a day, but the toilsome and perilous occupation of 
a life. In such early times, the nonage of a fallen world, commenced 
the war of men with beasts : 

Ccep^re in pecudes avidi ssevire ferasque, 
Et nil tale prius Veritas captaie volantes. 

The personal safety of himself and those dependent on his 
protection, and the daily cravings of hunger, dictated to man the 
necessity of animal slaughter; so that, in seeking his quotidian 
meal, he originated the art of hunting : 

iiriSipTTiov eSparo OiipTiv* 

Rude aits at first, but witty want refined 

The huntsman's wiles, and famine form'd the mind. 

The first hostile efforts of the barbarian lords of creation against 
their biped and quadruped subjects, " joint-tenants of the shade" 
with themselves, were confined, we may suppose, to manifestations 
of physical strength and brute courage ; by which, under the 
powerful incentives of self-interest, they procured the vital neces- 
saries of food and clothing : 

prius oranis in armis * 
Spesfuit, et nuda silvaa virtute morebant 
Inconsulti homines. 



De Nugis 
Curialium 
L. 1. c. IV. 



in the reign of our second Henry, and from «bom later authors have purloined the 
oft-repeated reprobation,) " si fidem sequamur historic, earn communicandam omni- 
bus statuerant. Et ex quo suspecta sit omnibus gens foeda parricidiis, incestibus 
detestanda, insignis fraude, nota perjuriis, hujus artificii, vel potius maleficii, in pri- 
mis prsecepta congessit, quae postmodum ad gentem moUem iinbellemque, levem et 
impudicam (Phrygios loquor) transmitteret," &c. 

1. Armis from armi not arma. Wase's version is wrong. The term is more com- 
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A lid here at the head of rude pedestrian sportsmen we find the human 
inventor of the science of the chase, that legendary personage, the 
Gorgon-killing Perseus i — " Gorgonis anguicomae Perseus supe- Ovid. Metam. 
rator" — (for I would not deprive Latona's hunting-twins, Apollo '^' *'^^' 

and Diana, nor the worshipful race of Centaurs, ^S\a dripoftiyrjf^ Xen. de Venat. 
of their priority of claim, and patent of precedency, in the apotheosis "^ '• 

of the chase,) who, when he had performed this redoubted act of ^'l'"',. 5°^^' 
courage, as we are told by the poet of Anazarbus : 

iroduv Kpavrrvoiffiv ^etp6fievos VTep^eafft Oppian, Cyneg. 

Kttl irTwKos, KOI 6utts i\d^vTO, /col yivos alyav L- "• 10. 

aypoTfpav, S6pKovs t£ Soobs, opiywv re yivt9\a, 
^S* avTav 4\d(pav ittiktuv alTreivii tcdprtva* 

As men in general, however, did not possess the speed of Perseus 



monly applied to the shoulder or arm of animals than roan: but the sense of the 

passage requires the interpretation I have put upon it, and is farther illustrated by the 

" unguibus et pugnis" of Horace, and "meree vires" of Ovid: Hor, Sat. L. i. 

S. III. vs. 101. 

Turn genus huraanuni solis errabat in agris ; Ovid. Art. Am. 

Hisque me riE vires, et rude corpus erat. ^^' "■ 

Folitian elegantly exemplifies the Faliscian's meaning in his Silva, entitled Nutricia ; 



Sed lougum tamen obscuris immersa tenebiis Carmina V. 

Gens rudis, atque inculta virflm, sine more, sine ulla lllustr. ^o^t- 

Lege propagabant aevum, passiraque ferino 

Degebant homines lita, visque insita cordi 

Mole obsessa gravi, nondum uUos prompserat usus, 

Nil animo, duris agitahant cuncca lacertis. 

1 . For Perseus's title to this post of honour Oppian is mj only voucher ; but his 
words are decisive : 

4v nep6ire(T(ri Se irpuros S Topy6ms ahxiv' ainipaas, Cyneg. L. ii. 

Zrtvbs xpiwrefoio viXs kXutJj fSpaTo Ilepireis. vs. 8. 

2. Will the reader admit the explanation of the Policraticus as to the fabulous con- 
nexion of these hybrids with the chase : " nempe qui his studiis aut desidiis insistunt, J, Sarisberi- 
semiferi sunt, et abject^ potiore humanitatis parte, ratione morum prodigiis conforraan- *"*'^ ^^ N. C. 
tur?" and again, " Venatores omnes adhuc inatitutionem redolent Centaurorum. 

Raro invenitur quisquam eorum modestus aut gravis,'' &c. 
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Bedingfield's 

Education of 

Achilles. 

Callimach. H. 

in Dian. 

105. 



and Achilles, i " To sweep with winged feet along the level 
plain ;" nor the power of catching at force, y6a<l>i Kwohpofiiris, 
the fleetest animals of chase, like the goddess Dian ; it became 
necessary to add to their naked powers sundry inartificial imple- 
ments, auxiliary to the subjugation of some, the destruction and 
expulsion of other beasts. 



Lucre tii 
L. V. 964. 



Et manuum mir^ freti virtute pedumque 
Con sectabantur sjlvestria sxcla ferarum 
Missilibus saxis, et magno pondere clavie : 
Multaque vincebant, vitabant pauca latebris. 



Somerville's 
Chace. B. i. 



New and unpolish'd was the huntsman's art ; 
No stated rule, his wanton will his guide. 
With clubs and stones, rude implements of war, 
He arm'd his savage bands, a multitude 
Untraiu'd ; of twining osiers form'd, they pitch 
Their artless toils, then range the desert hills. 
And scow'r the plains below : the trembling herd 
Start at th' unusual sound, and clam'rous shout 
Unheard before ; surpriz'd, alas I to find 
Man now their foe, whom erst they deem'd their lord, 
But mild and gentle, and by whom as yet 
Secure they graz'd. 

Acquiring knowledge by experience, man advanced in the 
mechanism and variety of his hunting gear, as in other articles of 
increasing civilization. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 5. 



Post aliS, propiore Mik, meliusque profecti, 
Te sociam, ratio, rebus s'umps^re gerendis. 
Hinc omne auzilium vitas, rectusque reluzit 
Ordo : et continuas didicere ex artibus artes 
Proserere ; hinc demens cecidit violentia retro. 



The Times. 1. "The light-footed Greek of Chiron's school," as Churchill calls him. 



Find. Nem. 

Carm. L. in, 

85. 



fils T£ Ko! Spaffet' 'ABiva, 
KTeirnvr' i\d<(iovs &vev kv- 

vuv Sohltev B' ipK4oiv 
votriA ykp Kp^TfffKsv. 
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Finding, on patient trial, the ■)^aos ehpv wepiirre^es of Oppian, with Oppian. Cyncg. 
its rude accompaniment of fire, &c. insufficient for capturing the 
more wary creatures — 

Nam fovei atque igni prius est venarier orlum Lucretii 

Quam sepire plagis saltum, canibusque ciere; i- >■• 1249. 

he had recourse to the various kinds of weapons, snares, and wily 
inventi'ons of slaughter described by Xenophon, Gratius, Oppian, 
and Nemesian ; and often alluded to by other writers, both sacred 
and profane : 

Turn Uqueis captare feras, et fallere visco Virgil. Georg. 

Inventum. L, i. 139. 

But " short of due perfection" were all the hunter's wiles, till the 
dog was tutored to assist in the sylvan pursuit and massacre, and to 
contribute the acuteness of his senses, his speed and courage, to the 
service of mankind ; who consummated their superiority over the 
animals of the forest, when they had directed to their chase the 
adapted powers of thisi faithful ally, and begun, in the words of the 
cited poet of the Georgics — " magnos canibus circumdare saltus," — Ejasdem 
redeeming thereby their esculent crops and innocuous herds from 
the ferocious and depredatory aggression of quadruped felons. ^ 



Kou(/>oi'ewy Te 0CA(ij' op- Sophoclis 

,„ , „ , V Antigone, 350. 

vWay aii(pipa\av ayd, 

GTi)pUitv t' ayplav ^Ovi} 

it6vtov t' eivahiav <p{i(riv 

aTreipatfft SticTvoKK^ffrois 

•rrept(l>paS^s avljp' 

KpaTfi 5e fiTJX'^o-^s aypa^iKov 

9riphs opeiraifidTa.'^ 



1. Nee mediocre pacis decus habebatur submota carapis irruptio feranim, et Plin. Paneg. 
obsidione qu&dam liberatus agrestium labor. Trajan. Diet. 

2. According to Manilius the power of fashioning implements of hunting, breeding 
dogs of good pedigrees, bieaking them in, &c. is derived from sidereal influence at our 
nativities : 

At Procyon orieus, quuni jam vicesima Cancri Manilii 

Septimaque ex undis pars sese emergit in astra, Astronomicon. 

L. V. 
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Adrian! 
Cardinalis 
Venatio, 



Certaine 

Illustrations, 

&c. p. 25. 



The " venandi raille viae" of the Carthaginian poet have been 
superseded in the British islands by the superior attraction of 
the gun : 

macliinae, 
Mirandffi, horrific^, minacis, atrae, 
Qualem Dec Steropes, nee ipse fertur 
Pater Lemnius inferis cavernis 
, Inform^se Jovi, nee ulla ia oibe 

Per tot secula cogitavit setas ; 

and of various eminent breeds of fleet and sagacious dogs, adapted 
to the chase at force. But as these methods were heretofore 
employed by our less civilized ancestry, i are still in vogue in 
unreclaimed countries, and many of them yet practised on the 
continent of Europe — whatever be their " incongruity to our present 
factions," as Wase expresses himself — a brief description of the 
" supellex venandi" will not be unacceptable to the modern reader, 



c. m. fol. 21. 



. IV. fol. 25. 



Venatus nou ille quidem, verum arma creatis 
Venandi tribuit : catulos nutrire sagaces, 
Et genus a proavis, mores numerare per artes, 
Retiaque, et valid^ venabula cuspide fixa, 
Lentaque contextis formare hastilia nodis, 
Et quodcumqae solet venandi poscere cura 
In proprios fabricare dabit venalia qnaestus. 

1. We have the authority of the most ancient record of British field sports, called 
jSIaSStCt of (&WXte, (a curious manuscript in the British Museum,) for the general 
use of mudh of the classic furniture of the chase in France and England five centuries 
ago. Let the reader compare the following with the Greek and Latin Cynegetica : 
" Of the Hare, and the methods qf taking her. Men slee hares with greyhoundes 
and with rennynghoundes by strengthe, as in Engelond ; but ellis where thei slee hem 
with smale pocketes and wt p'suetes and ut smale nettis, with hare pipes and with 
long nettis and with smale cordes that men casten where thei mak here brekyng of 
the smale twygges whan thei goon to hure pasture," &c.— " Of the Herte. Men 
taken hem with houndis, with greyhoundis, with nettis, and with cordes, and with 
other harnays ; with puttes and with shott, and with other gynnes, and with 
strengthe, as y shal say here after," &c. Almost all the instruments of this royal 
armoury, the fruits of De Langley's extensive experience at home and abroad, and as 
such recorded in his hunting manual, have their counterparts in the works of Xeno- 
phon, Gratius, Oppian, and Nemesian, 
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by way of introduction to the subject of classic hunting with the 
ancient varieties of the canine race. 

With seeming accuracy Gratius has described the whole of the 
antique poaching gear;' but it must be confessed that neither 
Xenophon's, nor the Faliscian's, nor the hunting technicalities of 
the other Cynegetical writers, can be fully explained to modern 
comprehension. 

The deities and demi-deities of sylvan life are objects of invoca- 
tion in the exordium of Gratius : 

His ego prseeidibus nostram defendere aortem GratiiCyaeg. 

Contra mille feras, et non sine carmine, nisus ^*- ^l- 

Carmine, et arma dabo venandi, et persequar artem 
Armorum, cassesque, plagarunique ordiar astus. 

and then, under their tutelary aid, the poet begins to handle the 
" arma venandi;" which, as recorded in the Cynegetica generally, 
consisted of the linta or formido, nets of various mesh and size and 
shape, nooses, springes, and other traps — missile weapons, as darts, 
arrows, &c. ; and those for standing-defence, as the halberd-like 
boar-spear, &c. : many of these, however, were not of very remote 
antiquity. 2 



1. " We are not sensible of Gratius's great care in the choice and ordering of Certaine 
speares,'' in the language of his illustrator, " nor of his provision in showing to set "' ^'^ '_™*' 
engines, and dig pils, which men prize in those countries where beares and lyons, 

with such ravenous beasts, do abound. We seem to have a different end in our 
hunting, which hath introduced a different stile of hunting," &c. 

2. The arts of war and hunting advanced passibus eequis ; both at first equally 
rude, and destitute of ingenuity of contrivance in their respective instruments of 
assault : 

Unguibus et pugnis, dein fustibus, atque ita porro jjor. Sat, L. i. 

Pugnabant armis quae post fabricaverat usus. Sat. in. 101. 

Before the age of Homer, the bow and arrow, " the artillery of ancient heroes," the 
?7Yos or S6f>v, spear or pike, ^ifos the sword, and Kopivq the club, constituted the 
entire armoury of the warriors and hunters of semi-barbarous Greece. See Iliad xi. 
and XVII. Odyss. is. and xrx. How scanty was the fuiniture of Hercules in his 
attack of the Nemean lion ! 

■J A 
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DeM 
L. II. c. XII. 



The feathered line or pinnatum was called, from its effect, metus, 
formido, and ielfjiara Bripuiv, (Oppian. Cyneg. IV. 389.) " Cum 
maxiraos ferarum greges," says Seneca, " linea pennis distincta 
contineat, et in insidias agat ; ab ipso effectu dicta. formido." 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 7.5. 



Sunt quibus immundo decerptse vulture plumae 
Instrumentum operis fuit, et non parva facultas. 
Tanlum inter nivei jungantui vellera cjgni : 
Et satis armorum est. Hsec clar^ luce coriiscant, 
Terribiles species : ab vulture dirus avaro 
Turbat odor silvas, lueliusque alterna valet res. 



Wase's 

Illustrations, 

&c. p. 7. 



The line of feathers of various hue, impregnated with artificial 

odour, " was drawn about' the woods ( SXlyov yaij)s e^virepQev, 

Oppian. Cyneg. iv. 386.) in the intermitted spaces where the 
toyles were pitched, that so the deer (than which no creature is 
more timorous) might balk them, and be cast upon the net." The 
linea thus flanked the hUrv or long net, where not extensive enough 
to enclose the covert ; and filled the intervals, between the purse- 
nets and nooses, when the latter were set independent of the retia. 



Gratii Cyneg. 

vs. 85. 



Hie magis in cervos valuit metus. ' Ast ubi lenti 
Interdum Libyco fucantur sandice pinns, 
Lineaque extructis lucent anconibus arma : 
Karum si qua metus eludat beliua falsos. 



Tlieocriti Idjll. 
L. XXV. 206. 



ainhf ky&> xepas iyphv e\i!V, Koi\iiv re (papirpav, 
*Iwi/ ^liTT^elTiv, veofirjv eT^prnpi re ^dKrpov 
e«7ra7^s, aM(p\otov, iinipeipios kot(voio, 
eSiierpov, 



Sir T. Elyot's. 
The Governour. 
B, I. c. xviii. 



The Persian hunting of Cyrus, as described in the Cyropaedia, (L. i. c. v.), presents 
us with warlike weapons alone. " Thau tooke every man" (I quote from The Go- 
vernour) " with hym his bowe and quiver with arowes, his sword or hach of Steele, a 
little tergat, and two dartes.'' 

1. " The formido," Wase admonishes the reader of his Preface to Gratius, " may 
be in some measure retriv'd by looking into the Sicilian hunting, where it continues 
in use at this day. When the nobles or gentry are inform'd which way a herd of 
dear passeth, giving notice to one another, they make a meeting. Every one brings 
with him a cross-bow or long-bow, and a bundle of staves. These staves have an 
iron spike at the bottom, and their head is boared with a cord drawn through all of 



L. IV. 586. 
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The Cilician poet has left a graphic description of the formido, as 
employed in the Armenian bear-hunt — a picture so vividly sketched, 
Cyneg. iv. 380., that I regret its length prevents transcription. 
A part of it will be found hereafter under the Eastern " Canis 
Inductor" — the Armenian limehound. The fourth Halieutic, in an 
apposite and beautiful simile, describes the startling effect of the 
feathered line on timid animals of chase : 

aiSe Kol ip ^v\6xotffiv opitrrepot aypevrripes Oppian. Hal» 

eT\ov ^i/aKKfliiv i\6.tpuv svaypet T^xvy, 

fn}plv6cp OTci^ai'Tes &-Kav Splos' ajui^l 5e Ko{iipojv 

opviSav Siiiravro floA irrepi- Tol S' iaopuaai 

il\4fiaTa TTT^fftxovffi Kevhv tpi^ov^ oiidh ire\d(r<rai 

fimfiiStais vrtpiiyeamv iTv^SjievM lufiicuriv 

Giff6Ke ByjpriTTipes iiro^^aVTCs ^\a;(ri. 

Many notices of this instrument will occur to the classical reader 



them. Their length is about four foot. Being thus provided, they come to the herd, 
and there casting themselves about into a large ring, they surroupd the deer, and 
then every one of them receives a peculiar stand, and there unbinding his fagot, ties 
the end of his cord to the other who is set in the next station ; then to support it, 
sticks into the ground each staffe about the distance of ten foot one from another. 
Then they take out feathers which they bring with them dyed in crimson for this very 
purpose, and fastned upon a thrid which they tie to the cord, so that with the least 
breath of wind they are whirl'd round about. Those which keep the severall stands, 
withdraw, and hide themselves in the next covert. After this the chiefe ranger 
enters within the line, taking with him only some hounds, which draw after the herd, 
and coming near with their cry, rouse it. Upon which, the deer fly till they come 
towards the line, where they turn oft' to the left, and still gazing upon the shining and 
shaking feathers, wander about it as if they were kept in with a wall or pale. The 
chief ranger pursues, and calling to every one by name, as he passeth by their stand, 
cries to them that they should shoot the first, third, or sixth, as he shall please ; and 
if any of them miss or single out any other then that which was assigned by the 
ranger, it is counted a disgrace to him : by which means, as they pass by the severall 
stations, the whole herd is kill'd by diverse bands . . . These stakes are of the same 
use with those ancones* raention'd in Gratius, hut it might seem that they are farther 

improv'd." " These things,'' continues the translator of the Faliscian, " may be of 

use to have been preraitted ;" and with the same view they are here introduced by 
the author of this Appendix. 

• The statics of the Sicilians are the ancones of Gratius— the (xriKmes and irxiiAiSes 
of the Greek hunters. 
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in the works of the Latin poets, but in none more copiously de- 
lineated than in the Cynegeticon of Nemesian ; who enumerates the 
many sources whence the feathers of dissimilar tint are to be culled 
for decorating the " plumed line :'' 



Nemesian. Dat tibi pinnarum terrentia millia vultur ; 

tyneg. vs. 312. p^j Libye magDariim avium foecunda creatrix, 

Dantque grues, cygnique senes, et candidus anser ; 
Dant qusE flumlnibus crassisque paludibus errant, 
Pellitosque pedes stagnant! gurgite tingunt : 
Hinc mage Puniceas hativo munere sumes : 
Namque illic sine fine greges florentibus alis 
Invenies avium, suavique rubescere Into, 
Et sparsos passim lergo vernare colores. 

If the reader be interested in the minutiae of Grecian and Roman 
net-making, and the methods of fixing the apKves, bUrva, and evoiia, 
the casses, retia, and plagee, he is referred for the former to the 
Cynegeticus of the elder Xenophon, and that most extraordinary 
work of human research, the Onomasticon of Julius Pollux — for 
the latter, to the Venatio Novantiqua of Janus Vlitius, a scholar of 
deep erudition, and an experienced sportsman : — a summary view 
being all that can be rendered by the present writer, professedly 
epitomising the labours of more experienced workmen. 

The apKves or casses were conical, purse or tunnel-like nets, 
ending in a point at one end, and having a running noose of entrance 
at the other, resembling somewhat a hooped calash, or cowl. 

The blKTva or retia were long sean-like nets for open fields, and 

Nemesian. ^^^ encircling brakes and coverts; " longoque meantia retia 

Cyneg. vs. 300. tractu." 

The hoSta or plagtB were nets of much less length, to be placed 
across roads, game-tracks, paths, and narrow openings between 
bushes. 

The &pKves appear to have been sometimes placed independent of 
the hUrva, but more commonly in the course of the main nets ; so 
that when the animals passed along the linear and reticular barrier, 
exploring a place of egress, terrified by the formido, (which flanked 
the hayes, and occasionally was drawn along above the net-rope to 
scare the game from overleaping,) and the meshes of the SiKTva, 
(continuous except where. the purse-nets were introduced with their 
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sliprknot entrance), on attempting to pass out at th4 apparent opening 
of the cipKws, they became by their struggles entangled therein i — the 
purse either spontaneously, or by the agency of the men placed there 
to draw the necessary ropes, immediately closing at the mouth. 

4w(:\ Ke\dSovTos i'liTeu Oppian.CyDeg. 

rawlat t' iipiirepBe dinsptat KpaSdovri, i'- '". 409. 

Kiviixei/ai irrepvyts re A.i7^i'a avpi^ovaw. 
oSviKa iraTTTalvovcra Kar* i,pKvas avriov ilpirei' 
4v S' lirfffeK \iv4oi(ri \6xots. 

The whole management of the nets and lines was vested in the 
watch atSjjwv TrvXawpuv referred to, who were concealed under 
copse-wood, for the purpose, more particularly, of attending to the 
emipofios and Trepibpofios, the ropes (smooth , and knotless) which 
governed the apKves, and passed through iron rings, along the course 
of the biKTva, up to the watchmen's hiding-place : 

iv Sh Siu K\7iiav Soials ixiTepOf Kepatais Oppian.Cjneg. 

avepas aKpo\tvovs 6irb /uei\ii'6auri Trdyouru'. '^' 

The length of the SiV-rua or retia, properly so called, would 
astonish a modern disciple of Diana. So great was the extent of 
ground sometimes enclosed by these toils, that Plutarch mentions, in 
his life of Alexander, hunting-nets above twelve miles long. With 
such it was customary to encircle vast tracts of country, and then, by 



1. Tha complete and helpless entanglemeiit of the victim of the tunnel-net is 
admirably described by Seneca, in the simile of The Agamemnon, where Cassandra 
likens the son of Atreus, ensnared in a cassi-form vest (so happily called by yEschy- 
lus irriiiov^v ipKicTorov) by the " eemivir " Tbyestes and the adulteress queen- Agamemnon 
consort, to a boar inextricably enveloped in these toils : • ^*' 1*86. 

At ille ut altis hispidus sjlvis aper, Senecae 

Cum casse vinctus, tentat egressus tamen, Agamem. 

Arctatque motu vincia, et incassiim'furit, ^'^'' "• °°"' 

Cupit fluentes undique et cascos sinus 
Disjicere, et hostem quserit implicitus suum. 

See the definitions of Pollux in my notes to the first Chapter of Arrian's Cynege- 
ticus— KpKi/es, Si'/tTi/ci, iv6ha. 
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gradually contracting their ambit, to force the animals of the district 
into a narrower compass ; — when at the will of the magister vena- 
tionis, the work of slaughter commenced.i This mode of hunting is 
very clearly described, with its usual auxiliaries of noise and flame, 
in a simile of the Achilleid : 

Statii Achil. sic curva feras indago latentes 

L, 1, 459. Claadit, et admotia paulatim cassibus arctat. 

Illae ignem sonitumque pavent, diffusaque linquunt 
Avia, miranturque suum decrescere montem. 
Donee in angustam ceciderunt undique vallem, * 

Inque viceiu stupufere greges, socioque timore 
Mansuescunt. Simul hirtas aper, simul arsa, lupusque 
CogituT, et captos contemnit cerva leones. 

The Faliscian poet, in the early part of his Cynegeticon, specifies 
the best materials for the composition of nets, with particular in- 
structions for their size and shape : 

Gratii Cyneg. Prima jubent tenui nascentem jungejre filo 

^^- ^^* Limbum, et quadraplici tormento adstiingeie limbos. 

Ilia operum patiens, ilia usds linea longi. 
Tunc ip9um medio cassem qui nascitur ore, 
Per senos circum usque sinus laqueabis, ut omnem 
Concipiat teigo, si quisquam est plurimus, hostem. 
£t bis vicenos, spatium piaetendere passus 
Bete Telim, plenisque decern consurgere nodis. 



Certaine 1. " In Poland, when the king hunts," observes Wase, " his servants are wont to 

Illustrations of surround a wood, though to the space of a mile or better in compasse, with toiles, 
'the Oviicffcti* * 

call Poem of '''ii'^1' "'^ pitched upon firme stakes : this being done, the whole town, all sexes and 

Gratius. p. 68. ages, promiscuously rush into the inclosure, and with their loud shouts rear all the 

beasts within that wood, which making forth, are intercepted in the nets. There 

small and great beasts are together intangled, after the same manner as when amongst 

us we draw a net over a pond, and after beating it all over with poles, we bring out 

not only pike and carp, but lesser fry : so they enclose at once, dear, and bores, and 

roe-bucks, and hares : for so they order their nets, that the space of those meshes 

which are twisted with greater cords, for the entangling of greater beasts — that 

space, I say, is made up with smaller whip-cord, for the catching lesser prey." See 

Xenophon de Venations, u. vi., and Pausanias in Boeoticis, c. xxi. The latter 

author relates that the Celtic hunters surrounded plains and mountain-thickets with 

their toils, so as to be certain of catching all the animals within the circumference 

thereof. 
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On the same subject the Carthaginian summarily touches, distinctly 
recognizing the three varieties of which we have been just speaking : 

Neonon et casses iidem venatibus aptos, - Nemeeian. 

Atque plagas, lougoque meantia reda tractu Lyneg. vs. 2J9. 

Addiscant ratis semper contexere nodis, 
Et servare modum maculis linoque tenaci. 

And an earlier poet, in his praise of the brumal pleasures of the 
countryman's life, sunders plagee and retia, applying them to such 
totally different purposes, that it is probable they sometimes differed 
as much in the structure of the mesh, its size, &c. as in the magni- 
nitude of the whole instrument : 

At cum tonantis annas hybemus Jovis Hor. £paa, 

- , . •' , L.n.29. 

I mores mvesque comparat : 

Aut trudit acres hinc et hinc mult^ cane 

Apros in obstantes plagas ; 
Aut amite levi rara tendit retia 

Turdis edacibus doles, 
Favidumve leporem, et advenam laqueo gruem, 

Jucunda captat preemia. 

Whatever honour be attached to these reticular inventions, and 
that of the running-noose, the jSpo'xos or laqueus, is due to Hip- 
polytus : 

&pKuas o8tc Pp6xo«s re, Kal &yKi\a Stxrva irpSiros Oppian. Cyneg. 

'IiririiAuTos impdirfaaiv iiramiipeaaiv ^^ijce. 

The Ppoxos generally formed a rhomb-shaped entrance to the &pKvs, 
as probably did the laqueus to the cassis : — but as the tunnel was 
occasionally used separate from the sean-like toil (fiiicrw — rete) and 
from the road-net (evo'Siov — plaga), so may these slip-knot nooses 
have been also set independent of the purses, their usual additaments, 
in narrow passes, or straits frequented by game ; 

Namque hos aut foveis, aut caeci in limine callis P, A. Bargaei 

Occaltant, &c. Cyneg. L. i. 

The noose-ropes,! being of much ruder manufacture, and more simple 



1. Such were the o-eipol of the Parthians, applied to the purposes of human war- 
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Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 89. 



Hor. L. III. 
Od. IV. vs. 70. 



Cyneg. L. ii. 



structure, than any variety of net with meshes, must have been of 
earlier institution. 

Nam fuit et laqueis aliquis cunacibas usus. 
Cervino jusaere niagis contexere nervo ; 
Fraus teget insidias, habita mentita ferino. 

These laquei curraces,^ seemingly from this passage made of other 
materials than hemp before the days of Gratius, are yet in use, under 
the form of springes and wires, with deer and hare-poachers ; who, I 
find in Oppian, are indebted to the giant-hunter Orion — " integrae — 
tentator Orion Dianae" — for the first establishment of their nocturnal 
depredations : 

PVKreplovs Se \6xovSt vvj(ii]V ■nattitriKKoTiov &yf)riv 
'{Ipiui/ irptaTiffTos ifi-iitraTO KepZaKi6(ppwv. 

We are next introduced by Gratius to dentatee pedicte, spiked 



De Bell. 

Judaic. L. vii. 

c. 27. 



Argonaut. 
L. VI. 133. 



Preface to the 
Reader. 



fare : for it is evident from Josephus's account of Tiridates's narrow escape from the 
Alan ceipiuj>6pos — {fip6xov yctp out^! tIs r6^pa>@ev TtepifiaKiiv f/ieWev imairiiTiiv, el 
fi^ Tip ^lipii BarTov iiKo/os -rhv t6vov K6\j/ttS, e(j)9ri Sio0U76j(',) — that the instrument 
employed against the king was of the nature of a laqueus. And a farther illustration 
of the use of the noose-rope in war we find in the lines of Valerius Flaccus, 

Doctus et Auchates patulo vaga vincula gyro 
Spargere, et 6ztremas laqueis adducere tunnas. 

1. Some idea of the curraces laquei, and hunting nets duly set, may be formed from 
the engravings of Sirada and Galle (1578.); or those of the Venationes Ferarum &c. 
of CoUffirt, Mallery, Theodore and Cornelius Galle of later date. The spirited wood- 
cuts of John Adam Lonicer, of Francfort, attached to the Venatus et Aucupium 
of Sigismund Feyerabendi (1582), are amusing, but far less illustrative than the 
former. 

To Pere Montfaucon we are indebted) for a few copies from the antique of the 
larger varieties of nets for hunting, S(kt«o, retia ; see his plates of stag-hunting : 
but we have no representations of other predatory instruments in the latter Vfork. 
Wase confounds the laijuei curraces with the dentata pedica, where he describes the 
former as " a round hoop of yeughen wood made of boughs, which stood bent by 
force, in fashion of a coronet, and all stuck with iron nayles, and wooden pins," &c. 
Peradventure, they may have been set together, the gins in a shallow pit beneath the 
nooses, more superficially placed on the ground. See Xenoph. de Venat. c. ix. 
Polluc. Onom. L. >. c. iv. 
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foot-traps or gins, resembling the iroboarpafiai of Xenophon and 
Pollux ; and formed, as the following lines indicate, of wood, con- 
cealed on the ground ; 

Quid qui dentatas iligno robore clausit 
Venator pedicas ? cum dissimulantibus armis 
Saepe babet iinpiudens alieni tucra laboris 1 

It being no small recommendation to them that one poacher might 
reap the fruits of another's labours. Their invention is attributed to 
a virtuous and holy Arcadian, ycleped Dercylus,i in high favour 
with the Sylvan goddess, and by her initiated in the mysteries of 
hunting, and the formation of sundry destructive implements of 
predation, which he first employed in the valleys of Mount Maenalus, 
and the Lacedaemonian Amyclse : 

O feliz, tantis quern primum induetria rebus 
Prudidit auctorem ! Deus ille, an proxuma Divos 
Mens fuit, in csecas aciem quae magna tenebras 
Egit, et ignarum perfudit lumine vulgus t 



Xen. de Venat. 

C. IX. 

Poll. Ononi. 
L. V. c. 32. 



And 



Ergo ilium primis nemurum Dea linxit in anni's, 
Auctoremque operi dignata inecribere magno, 
Jussit adiie suas et pandere gentibus artes. 



Giatii Cjneg. 
vs. 95. 



1. It is remarkable that this inventive genius is noticed by no other writer ; high 
as his character stands with the Faliscian, 

hand illo quisquam se justior egit, 
Aut fuit in terris Divdm observantior alter : 

unless indeed he be the sly coadjutor of Alebion, who with a tliief cleped Dercylus 
(of a different caste seemingly from the Gratian hero) despoiled Hercules of his 
bovine booty during its transit through Iberia. See Natal. Comes, Mytholog. L. vii. 
Perhaps we may with Wemsdorf consider him the first writer on the science and 
mechanism of the chase, rather than the actual inventor of its multifarious furniture : 
or if we cannot thus dispose of bis claim to manual dexterity, may we not identify 
him with Aristffius, the Arcadian nephew of Diana, 



hv KaXioviTiv 



&yp4a Kttl v6iuuv, 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 103. 



Excursus II. 
ad Gratii 
vs. 103. 



Apollon. 
Argonaut. 
L. II. 508. 



a sort of legendary Sir Tristrem in ancient matters of venery, and rural economy. 
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Plutarch. 
in Amatorio. 



But it must not be forgotten that a competitor for the glory of these, 
and other like discoveries, is mentioned by Plutarch, in Amatorio, 
and by Nonnus, in Dionysiacis, in the person of Aristaeus — evxcvrai 
b' 'Apiaraii^ SoAoSires upvyfiaai koi fipo-^oisXvKovs Kal apKTOVs, os npuTOs 
di'ipeaaiv eVj/Je irobdypas : — indeed, if we may credit the Christian poet 
of Panopolis, the sire of the hapless Actaeon is entitled to the inven- 
tion of almost every article of hunting-gear, the dresses of sportsmen, 
initiation of hounds of chase, &c. — of many of which he has been 
deprived by less rightful claimants : 



Nonni in 
Dionys. L. v 



Kituos av))p irpdiTiffTos opiBpofiOS aA/xari Tapaaiv 
eijpe ^i\o(TKOire\oio jr6vov KefuiZoff(r6ov S^pijs, 
TTws voipff fivKTijpi TTopa tT(pvpa tpopfidSos SAtjs 
Siiphs aarindvTOio xiav fiavTeierai odfi^v, 
SpSia o(vk4\cvBov iir\ Spdnov oSaTa Tfivav 
Koi SoXiris SeSdriKe 7ro\f!irXoKo SlKTva T€X>'r)S, 
Kal (rraMKQJV Tvnov bp66v. k. t. \. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 108. 



To the first-mentioned Arcadian worthy Gratius attributes the 
earliest fashioning of hunting-spears with mor<B or guards. Virgil 
sings of " lato venabula ferro," for close conflict ; and Gratius more 
particularly adds, to the honour of Dercylus's armoury, the introduc- 
tion of bifid spears : 

llle etiam valido primus venabula denle 
Induit : et proni moderatus vulneris iracu 
Omne moris excepit onus. Turn stricta venitis 
Dentibus et geminas subiSre hastilia furcas. 



But although the Arcadian formed the spear for pedestrian assault, 
Oppian. Cyneg. ^nd Meleager was conspicuous in the use of it, — kv arahioiaiv opeiore- 
poiai /xodoiaiv, — a more celebrated hero first wielded it in distant 



L. 11. 22. 



jaculation on horseback : 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L. II. 14. 



iwTraXerjif S' &yp7tv b <paeff^6pos eifparo Kdffrap, 
Kal rohs fiev KaTeTref^i/fV, ^irl (TKonbv Whs &kov7L 
$a\\6iiepos, Tobs S* aSre 6oo7s XniroKTiv iXavvofV 
Srjpas f\f iv\6xoifft fteariii$pivo7o Sp6fi,oio. 

— a. style of hunting, which we may suppose to have been much 
practised in the Roman empire by persons of noble rank, as Mont- 
faucon gives several representations of it from the sepulchre of the 
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Nasoni : — in exact aceordance with which, the iTTTreXoVijs of Oppian Cyn^g- L. i. 

],,,., . , vs. 91. seqq. 

IS decked out tor the equestrian chase. 

The reader's recollection will readily supply, from authors in every 
one's hands, the use of bows and arrows,^ and small darts — " excussA Martial, de 
lancea torta manu," — in the early annals of field-sports : 



Aniph. Cassar. 
L. XI. 



Quocirca et jaculis liabilem-perpendimus usum : Gratii Cyneg. 

Neu leve vulnus eat, neu sit brevis impetus illi. 
Ipsa arcu Lyci^que suas Diana pliaretr^ 
Armavit comites ; ne tela relinquite Divae, 
Magnum opus ct volucres quondam fecere sagitta:. 

The far-famed female ally of Meleager in the attack on the Caly- 
donian boar, 

tlie paragone Gelding's 

Of Lycey forest, Atalant, a goodly lady, one *^"g^ ^Metam. 

Of Schaenyes daughters, 

claims the merit of first employing archery; having been instructed - 
both in KwriXaait) and evaTOX'l by Dian herself, (see Callim. 11. in 
Dian. vs. 217.) 

2xo"'')os irpiri) Se kAut)j Bvydriip 'AToXdvrti Oppian. Cyneg. 

07}p<tI tpSvov irrepdevTa irv7]P6\os e&paro Kovpi}. ^■'" ^^* 26. 

We are unacquainted with the form and use of many of the wea- 



1. The decay of archery in England is feelingly deplored by Sir Thomas Elyot, 

because "in shotyng is a double utilitee : " it is "the feate, wherby Englyshracn TlieGovejnour. 
have been moste dradde and had in estimation with outwards princes, as wel 
enemy es as alies," &c. ; and secondly in " kyllynge of deere, wylde foule, and other 
game, there is both profyte and pleasure above any other artyllery." 

2. Superior expertness in the chase — " To bend the bow, and aim unerring darts," 
— was always attributed to the personal instructions of Diana; so was Scamandrius 
taught, though his skill availed him nothing before the fatal lance of Menelaus : 

iaB\hv SripiiTrjpa- SWa|€ 7ap "Apre^uis ouTJ) Iliad. L. v. 51. 

jScfAAeif tiypia irdvra, rd re rpetpet ovpea-iv OAtj. 
a.\y oH 01 T0T6 7e xpctTffjtt* ''ApTefiis lox^atpat 
oliSi €KTiffo\iat, ^(TLV rb rpln y' ixtKaaro. 
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Ejusdem 
L. I. 148. 



pons, with which Oppian accoutres his able-bodied rustics for the 
coVert-side, 

Kal jiiV TiJffo-a tp4poiiiTo vorl Kin)iunis iv\6xo«s t( 
ipyoTrdvot Kparepol 6^p7]s epiKuSeos Sv\a, 
eiT€o t' evBiipoio fiiya trpelovTa <p6voiOj K. t. A. 



Nat. Com. de and Natalis Comes, with his brief scholiast Ruscellius, throws no 
light on them, in the borrowed armoury of his first cynegetic. The 



Venat. L. iv. 
Hieron 



Brevisa. Illustr. 
Aid. F. Venet. 

M.D.LI. 



Ruscell. Schol. Oppianic catalogue runs through eight lines, in which we recognize, 
in addition to the former implements of predatory hunting, others 
particularly devoted to the capture of the hare, the apTrdXayov and 
Xayuotpovos Tplaiva, the hare-pole, and three-pronged hare-fork — 
belonging probably to the class of murderous instruments mentioned 
by the poet of Barga : 



P. A. Bargffii 
Cjneg, L. I. 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L. I. 450. 



Nee desint darse siiiuato vertice clavse 

Qua leporis cursum jactse compescere possint,' 

Among the more simple modes of following wild animals for cap- 
ture, I should have earlier mentioned that of tracking — from its 
simplicity, probably, coeval with the rudest species of pursuit. It is 
alluded to in the 32nd Epigram of Callimachus, 

'riypevT^St 'ETTiKuSes, 4v oUpeffi irivTa Xayosic 
arlPlI (col CKftTljj KEXip>IM^°^ — 

in the 1st Georgic of Virgil vs. 308. and the 2nd Satire of the 1st 
book of Horace vs. 105. Oppian describes tracking as twofold, by 
men, and dogs, — the former of course being the more ancient, and 
more correctly termed tracking, the latter scenting : 

eTSea S^ ffri^LTjs BvaSepKeos cTrXero Stffa^, 
avtptcVf ^S^ Kvvuv fiepoires fiev &p* alo\6fiov\oL 
Hfifiatrt reKix^poPTO, Kal eS ippd(7aavro KeXevOa* 



Schol. ad 
Theocrit. Id. 

IV. 



1. The Xayufi6Kov of Theocritus Idyll, iv. 49. vii. 128. Epigr. ii. 3. (XiKov, $ 
Sio^e^VOKTej oi \ayieol PdWovrai,) seems to be the type of Bargnsus's weapon — the 
Ittgobolion of Natalis Comes. De Venat. L. i. 
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Savary's ejaculation on snow-tracking the hare is more amusing than 
poetical : 

Onix! improba nix ! generosie invisa Dianse, Alb. Diana; 

Pernicies leporum ! venantum ignobile vulgus Leponciclffi 

Quam votis petit assiduis, ut cade craent^ 
Depopuletur agros ! &c. 

The many wily inventions devised by man's ingenuity of old for 
ensnaring noxious and timid animals, appear to us more like instru- 
ments of lawless poaching, than fair hunting, and fully justify the 
conclusion of Arrian's 24th chapter de Venatione ; wherein, with the 
spirit of a genuine courser, he exclaims, " there is as much difference 
between a fair trial of speed in a good run, and ensnaring a poor 
animal without an effort, as between the secret piratical assaults of 
robbers at sea, and the victorious naval engagements of the Athe- 
nians at Artemisium, at Salamis, at Psyttalia, and at Cyprus," 

It has been erroneously stated by Montfaucon and others, that the Antiq. Expl. 
use of nets and snares was not an exercise of pleasure to men of c. iv." 
quality, but only to peasants, and persons of inferior grade ; — the 
praise of a noble employment being, on this view, alone awarded to 
hunting with dogs, or being armed for the sport with venahula, 
hastilia, &c. either on foot or horseback. But this distinction, how- 
ever plausible in theory, is not tenable in fact. Discreditable as the 
use of snares may be deemed, and irreconcilable to modern taste, the 
philosophic recluse of Scillus, the patrician Xenophon, and every 
other sportsman, whether high or low, of the classic ages, must plead 
guilty to their employment : 

dacuntur et ipsi Manilii L. v. 

Retibus, et claudunt campos founidiue mortis, 
Mendacesque parant foveas, laqueosque teiiaces, 
Currentesque feras pedicarum compede nectunt, 
Aut canibus feirove necant, prsedasque lepoitant. 

I do not mean that the gentry had not the aid of servants in these as 
in other menial occupations — (for it is evident that Xenophon's 
apKvuipbs was a servant ; and on the huntsman's tomb, recorded by 
Pausanias in Achaicis c. xxil., by the side of the principal is the 
oiKerrjs ciKovTia e)(wv, Ka'i ayiav Kvvas ejririjSej'as Or/pevovaiv avdpwirois — 
The ostentation too of the Horatian Gargilius, 
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Hor. L. I. 
Epist. VI. 58. 



Xenophon 
de Venat. u. v. 



qui mane plagas, venabula, servos, 
Dififeitum transire forum populumque jubebat, — 

is farther proof; and so likewise the "/amM?!, comitumque animosa 
juveutus" of Nemesian, engaged in preparing the furniture of 
hunting ;i)— but I mean that the gentry were practically engaged in 
this predatory venation, themselves directing and assisting in the 
distribution of the whole machinery of it. In defence, however, of 
Xenophon, the most accomplished of ancient sportsmen, and in con- 
tradistinction of his habits in the field to those of modern poachers, 
whom in some of his predatory tackling • it must be allowed he 
resembled, we may observe that he orders all the apparatus to be 
taken away when the sport is over — avdKveiv j(pri to. nepi Kvvqyeaiov 
ir&vTa — a clear indication, that though he and his compeers used nets 
and dogs together, forestalling their prey, contrary to the custom of 
the more enlightened moderns, who hunt at force, Kara xoSas, — yet 
it was held illegal, or at least unsportsmanlike, to leave snares on 
the ground longer than the time of the actual chase.^ 



1. Additional evidence of the attendance of servants being usual at hunting expe> 
ditions, is afforded by the tale of Cephalus, 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. VII. 805. 



Venatum in silvis juveniliter ire solebam ; 
Nee mecum/amaJos, nee equos, nee naribus acres 
Ire canes, nee lina sequi nodosa sinebam. 
Tutus eram jaculo, &c. 



Preface to the 

Header. 

Gratius 

Englished, &c. 

by C. Wase. 



2. The hunting of the ancient Hebrews appears not to have differed materially 
from that of the Pagan world. " Canaan,'' observes Wase, " was hemmed in «ith 
deserts : there was the great Lebanon, and there was Mizpeh, and Tabor, and other 
mountains which abounded with game ; and in the Toyall age, I beleeve, hunting 
itself was much frequented ; for though the sacred history do not ex professo take 
care to deliver us any thing concerning those lighter recreations, yet the frequent 
representations made by it throughout the writters of that age, do give some proba- 
bility that it was a frequent object among them, and taken from the common use. 
David's persecutions are sometimes likened to fowling, oftentimes to hunting : his 
enemies dig a pit for him, they set a snare to catch his feet. No authors of human 
learning, whose works yet survive, make so much mention of grins as the Fsalmes 
have made : his enemies bend their bow, and make their arrows ready upon the 
string, to shoot at the righteous. 'J'his was Esau's artillery. So tliat according to 
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But of " tlie abrogated styles of hunting in the ignorant non- 
age of the world," — to use the language of Christopher Wase, — 
enough. The pit, the snare, and other supellex venandi, were 
employed, as already stated, long before the dog was tutored to the 
chase, 1 and were continued after his initiation, and that of his 
valued associate and coadjutor the horse, (the joint-presents of the 



that age, hunting was so instituted ; for our author, speaking of these two, intimates 
that they were courses of an elder date, for Ginns saith he. 

Nam fuit et laqueis aliquis curracibus usus : 
Cervino jtMs^re magis, &c. 

He sailh likewise for bows and arrows, 

Magnum opus et celerea quondam fecire sagittae. 

David's enemies hide a net for him. ■ The proud have hid a snare for me, and Psalm cxl. 5. 

cords ; they have spread a net by the way side ; they have set grins for me.' Neitlier 

was it unknown to the Jewish huntsmen the way of driving beasts, by an immission 

of fear, which is the formido et pinnatnm," &c. The biblical scholar will remember 

the memorable passage of the book of Job, "the steps of his strength shall he Jobc. xviii. 

straitened, (^Gt. hunted,) and his own counsel shall cast him down. For he is cast into 

a net by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare. The gin shall take him by the 

heel, and the robber shall prevail against him (the entangling cord or noose holdeth 

him fast). The snare is laid for him in the ground, and a trap for him in the way. 

Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, and shall drive him to his feet." In the 

prophet Isaiah almost all the methods of capture given in the Classic Cyncgetica 

contribute their metaphorical signification. "Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are Isaiah c. xiiv. 

upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth 

from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit ; and he that cometh up out of the 

midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare." See also Jeremiah c. xlviii. and 

Ezekiel c. xix. The iraylSiS BcwdTov of the LXX. version of Proverbs xxi, 1. may 

be compared to the " mortis laquei " of Horace, L. iii. Od. xxiv. vs. 8. and to the 

" leti plagse" of Statius Silv. V. i. vs. 155. 

1. It is a curious fact, that in the Hebrew text of the Scriptures tliere is no allu- 
sion whatever to hunting with dogs. Nimrod is called in tlie Greek version yiyas 
Kuvriyhs, Genesis x. 9., and Esau &v0pmros flSiis Kwr\yiiv, Genesis xxv. 27. ; but in 
the Hebrew, there is no reference to the employment of the dog. The canis lumbis Bochart. 
tenuibus, quo ad venationem utuntur venatores, introduced by commentators, Proverbs Hierozoic. 
XXX. 31., I believe to be a fanciful rabbinical creation. See a note on the subject in 
the prefatory matter to my translation of Arrian. 
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twin-sons of Leda,) who contributed their services in common to 
almost every variety of chase : 

Oppian. Cyneg. ^uvol flripooiiroi re hivav, (mat re voSdypaf 

Li. IV. 4iS. |j^j,j g^ ^. i^ygp^ouTi woSaKea irdtna yeVeSAa 

We know not at this period whether the different varieties of the 
canine tribe are to be classed under the same species — ^whether a 
specific identity exist in the wolf, the jackal, and the dog — nor 
whether, in the latter family, the peculiar adaptation of each variety 
for peculiar functions can be the accidental consequences of mere 
degeneration, excited to change by the climate of different countries, 
and the ingenuity of man. 

Let the primeval stock be what it may, the race was first initiated 
in the pursuit of wild animals by that celebrated sportsman, the 
Amyclean Pollux ; — for we must not despise fable where history is 
silent, and again quote the Greek poet of the chase : 

Oppian. Cypeg. irp^s Se /iSdovs Sripuv icivas fixXiffe KapxapiSoiiTas 

L. II. 18. Sioyev^s irpwros AaKiBatiiSvios no\u5euK7^s, 

Kol yitp •irvyfjLaxiT}<Tt \vypoiis 4yapi^aT0 ^wtos, 
Kol (rKV\dKe(r<Ti Soats $a\tovs iSaiuiir<raro Bfjpas, 

The species being distributed over the habitable world, derived its 
various names from its geographical distribution ^— each country 
having its variety of the race, characterized by remarkable qualities, 
and distinguished by them in the Cynegetical works of Greece and 
Rome : — 



1 . The exceptions to this geographical nomenclature are only four, viz. the Ver- 
tragns, otherwise called the Celtic or Gallic hound; the Metagon, a lime-hound; 
the Agassaeus ; and Fetronius : the origin of which two latter names is uncertain. 
The sub-varieties of the Cretan, mentioned by Arrian and Julius Pollux, may also 
constitute exceptions to the general rule ; but these, with the Menelaides and Har- 
modii, Casloiii and Alopecides, must be considered as merging in the more general 
titles of Crete and Lacedismon : and so likewise the porter and pastoral dogs, and 
others deriving their names from their vocations, in the topical appellatives of their 
respective countries. 
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prima ilia canam> non iilla per artes 
Cura priur, sive indomitos veliementior hostes 
Nudo niarte premas, seu bellum ex arte miuisties. 
Mille canum patriae, ductique ab origine mores 
Cuique sak. 

Where the descriptions of these mores or qualities are suflSciently 
full, in the works alluded to, for a satisfactory classification of the 
several varieties of the canine tribe, it is the object of the following- 
trivial work to attempt it — • 

the various gifts to trace, 
The minds and genius of the latrant race. 

But it must not be expected that it will give an account of all the 
serai-fabulous dogs of classical antiquity, or attempt to reduce 
within the pale of a zoological arrangement the shape and properties 
of every mongrel, however memorable, that has puzzled the dis- 
criminative acumen of Conrad Gesner himself; or find archetypes 
in the kennels of Greece and Rome, for " all the barkand parish- 
tikes" of the credulous Dr. Caius, and more recent writers of canine 
biography. 

This little monograph being almost exclusively confined to the 
common Canes Venatici — 



Gratii Cynpg. 
vs. Ifll. 



Tickell's 
Miscellanies. 



Ben Jonson's 
Sad Shepherd. 
Act II. sc. 3. 



76aaoi t' iirl irStri Kiveaaiv Oppian. Cyneg. 

e|ox' &p£f'n\oi /ucEXa t' aypevrripffi itiKovrai — '" 

it is not incumbent on me to inquire whether a Cerberus, or an 

Orthrus, (the Kparepofpova reKva of Typhaon and Echidna i), ever Hesiod. Theog. 

existed in canine shape — whether Anubis was a biped or quadruped 

" latrator" — a genuine barker, or a dog-faced Mercury — -"Ep/jijs 6 virgil. jEn. 

Kvvoirpoaunros — whether Euripides was torn to pieces by ferocious L. vih.tgs. 

f^ ^ r J Lucian. Jupiter 

dogs or spiteful women — whether the beauty of the dog of Alci- Tragadus. 



71 S" inroKvatrafieyri, tekcto Kparep6<l>pova TCKra. 
''OpBpov juey trpuToy Kvvd yeivaro Vripvovrii* 
Seirepov adris eriKTEv aiiiixo-vov, oiirt tpareibvy 
Kdpfiepov ttJ/iT)(rrJ|c, ofSea xiva xi^Ke6(fiuvoi', 
wevriiKOVTa Kdprimv, oraiSea te, KpaTip6v re. 

2 r 



Hesiod. Theog. 
vs. 308. 
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PoUucis 
Onomast, L. 



In Ibin. 



Plutarch, de 

Solert. Animal, 

&c. 

PoUucis 
Onomast. L. v. 



blades, probably a Canis Ostiarius and not a Canis Venaticus, was 
impaired by the loss of his tail, or the act of decurtation conferred 
on the eccentric Athenian the notoriety he expected— nor on what 
variety of the race is to be charged the deaths of Thrasus, Actaeon,i 
and Linus, of Ovid's well-known tetrastic. It is foreign to my 
purpose to inquire whether Plutarch's dog, who threw stones into 
an oil-cruse till he had raised its contents sufficiently high in the 
neck of the vessel to lap the oleaginous fluid, surpassed in sagacious 
ingenuity the cunning brutes of more modern dog-fanciers — whether 
the disciplined mimic, exhibited before Vespasian in the theatre of 
Marcellus, must yield to the discriminative feats of his congener 
before Justinian. All these non-desctipts, from the janitor Orci to 
the theatrical pantomimi, are out of my beat. Amusing too as it 
might be to the reader to have an acccount of every faithful dog, 
recorded by the immortal German naturalist as the avfifiaxot and 
<7wfiaT0(pv\aKes of man, — and the anecdotes of canine instinct and 
affection registered by Plutarch, ^lian, Pliny, Solinus, and Julius 
Pollux — versified by Johannes Tzetzes and Natalis Comes, and 
reprinted by the laborious PauUini in the Cynographia Curiosa, 
presented to his notice, — such a compilation would lead me into too 
wide a field. For the same reason, and without meaning any dis- 
respect to the ladies of Greece and Rome, I am prevented from 
enrolling on my file their domestic pets — 



Lucre t. L. iv, 
995. 



cODSucta domi catulorum blanda prnpago 



Degere- 



the ol eirl TcpTTuiKfiv, Kai ol /leXiToloi Xeyofieyoi of the visionary 
Artemidorus. i I cannot, however, deny the reader the gratification 



Liician. Deor. 

Dial. Juno et 

Latona. 

MinsliEei 

Emend, p. 242. 

Book of St, 

Albau's. 



1 , With the aid of the poet I shall hereafter venture an opinion on the breed of 
some of the pack of the stag-like huntsman — the most celebrated of the trio — slain by 
command of Dian : ^ircl cjuade otfid^ura inrh rod 'AicraUayoSf <po$7iB^7tra /i^ 6 veavlcKos 
i^ayopeiirri rh ahxos ourfls, ^irai^^Kc;' out^! Tobs Kivas. See J. Sarisber. Policrat. 
L. 1. c. IV. for the moral of this tale. 

2. The fteAiTaia KwtSta were so called, " quia ad fceminarum delicias ex Melito 
insult advehebantur :" — the " smalle ladyes popees that here awaye the flees " of 
Juliana Bernera — " Instruments of folly to play and dally withal, in trilling away the 
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of perusing the following lines of Darcius, in which he celebrates 
these tiny creatures ;— of whom Martial's Issa will be remembered 
as a classic exemplar — " Delicise catella Publi." 



Martial. 
L. I. Ep. 110. 



Sunt humiles etiam Melitaia ex gente calelli, 
Quos gremio gestare soleiit Heroides, hique 
Nee cursu celerem sectantur prsepete cervum, 
Nee lato paTidum leporem serutantur in arvo : 
Veste sedent flux4, et pedibus mylesia calcant 
Serica, sub Tjrioque recumbant molliter ostro : 
Nunc caput exeitant gremio, saliuntque decorun> 
Nobilis in vultutn domins, lusuque fatigant 
Labra corallino modicum sufiusa rubore, 
Vemantesque genas, et ebur superantia colla, 
Smaragdoque graves digitoa, et Perside gazi. 
Nunc tenui latrare sono, pictoque videbis 
Lascivire toro, aut nitid^ juveniliter aul^. 



J. Darcii 
Venusini Canes. 



But hold- 



Churchill's 

The Ghost. 

B. III. 



whilst thus we play the fool, 
In bold contempt of every rule — 
Things of no consequence expressing, 
Uescrlbing now, and now digressing — 
To the discredit of our skill, 
The main concern is standing still. 

It is a favourite notion of classic writers that the qualities and 
dispositions of the animals of each country are in accordance with 
those of the human inhabitants : and this opinion prevails more 
especially relative to domesticated animals, the reclaimed varieties 
of the dog and horse. Numerous instances might be adduced in 
corroboration of this hypothesis. Strabo remarks in the Iberian 
and Albanian people, and their dogs, the same fondness of hunting — 
dripevTiKoi be Kai avTOi Kai oi Kvves avrSv els iirepPoK^v : and JElian, jElian. de Nat. 
in the Medes and their horses — aofiapoX Ik M^Soj icai afipol, koi ™c. 2. 
fievTOi KOI ol eKeiviiiv rotovTOi tiriroi' ijiairis av avrovs rpv^qv avv to7s 
bearrorais, Koi rjJ /xey^flei row a&fiaros, Kai r^ icdWei, ic. t. X. These, 



treasure of time, to wythdrawe theyr mindes from more commendable exercises, and Holinshed's 

to content theyr corrupt concupiscences wyth vaine disport, a silly poore shift to shun Description of 

,, . , J, ., Britaine. 

theyr irkesome ydlencsse. d . „ 
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probably, he meant to contrast, as well as their proud riders, with 

the sorry-looking, unsightly horses of Libya, (active, however, and 

patient of fatigue), and the unsightly people of the country. 

The naturalist then proceeds to say that such also are his opinions 

with regard to the dogs of each country ; and specifies, as examples 

corroborative of his hypothesis, the Cretan, Molossian, and Car- 

jElian. de Nat. nianian — kvu)v Kpfjtrira Kov(j>ri, (cai aXriKr), kuI opei^aaiais avvrpo^os' 
Animal. L. iii. ^ v , ^ t' ' < ' t - > "s, < 

KOI fievTOi Kai avTOi Kpi/res roiovTovs avTOVs irapaoetKvviri, Kai ^oei r) 

ffifirj. OvfitKWTaTos be Kvi'w)' MoKoaaos, eTrei QvfUoheaTaToi cai ot avbpes. 

'Av^p bk Kap/iavios Kai Kvuiv afi^orepa aypiiuTara ical fxei\i\8rivai 

areyKra (jtiiirtv. A farther example of this prevalent notion is found 

in the lines of Gratius on the crafty Acarnanian dog — " clandestinus 

Acarnan :" — 



L.2. 



Giatii Cyneg. 
vs. 184. 



Sicut Acarnanes subierunt pislia furto ; 

Sic canis ilia suos taciturna supervenit hastes : 



Thucyd. B. P. 
L. Ill, 107. 



alluding to a passage of the history of Thucydides, where he relates 
that Demosthenes placed 400 Acarnanians in ambuscade, in a 
hollow way near Olpae ; whence they issued forth in the heat of the 
subsequent engagement, and by their sudden assault on the rear of 
the Peloponnesians, completely routed them. A similar reference 
to national character is evident in the passage of Gratius, on cross- 
ing defective breeds of dogs with others in which opposite excel- 
lencies exist : 



Gratii Cyueg. 
vs. 194. 



Quondam inconsultis mater dabit Umbrica Gallis 
Sensum agilem, ' &c. 



1. A passage which Wase supposes to allude to the canis Gallicus of Arrian ; 

vfhose impetuosity of course, and entire want of scent, his peculiar chsuracteristics, 

resemble the heedless, rash, and head-strong ardour of the Gallic character in gerie- 

Antiq. Sept. ral, (^lian. V. H. L. xii. c. 23.) and particularly of the Gallic soldiers of Lucan's 
etCelt.Keysler. ph^g^i;^ , 



a. II. u. II. 6. 

Lucan. L. i. 

p. 19. ■ 
Ed. Farnab. 



quos ille timorum 
Maximns baud urget lethi metus ; inde ruendi 
Iq feirum mens prona viris, animsque capaces 
Mortis : et ignavum rediturie parcere vitae. 



But an allusicm to the war-dogs of Celtica, the " diversi CclliE" of vs. 15G. of the 
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But to descend from these general remarks on the supposed assi- 
milation of men and animals, cohabitants of the same soil, to the 
particular kennel-rolls of Greece and Rome. There appears to 
have been a threefold distinction of Canes Venatici, acknowledged 
by classic authors, during the imperial government of Rome. I do 
not mean that this classification is accurately observed by all the 
cynegetical and popular authorities ; but it may be traced, more or 
less clearly, in the writings of Gratius, ' Seneca, Artemidorus, 
Oppian, Claudian, and Julius Firmicus. 

The Faliscian notes a triple division in the fragment of his 
Halieutic poem : 

canum quibus est audacia praeceps, 
Venandique sagax virtus, viresque sequendi, 

" In cane sagacitas prima est," says Seneca in one of his Epistles, 
" si investigare debet feras ; cursus, si consequi; audacia, si mordere 
et invadere." 

We find nearly a similar arrangement in the Oneirocritica of 
Artemidorus, a strange visionary of Ephesus, who spent his whole 
life in endeavouring to solve the mysteries, hidden, as he conceived, 
in dreams — tuv kvvSv ol /xkv iiri Bfipav Tpifovrai, Kat tovtidv oi fiev 
eiaiv ij(yevTa\, ol ie bfioae toIs 6r]plois jftapovaip' o'l be ejri <j)v\aKy tSv 
KTij/xaTiov, ovs o'tKovpovs Kal Seafiiovs Xeyofiev, k. t. X. 

Claudian, in his third book De Laudibus Stiliconis, describing 
the active co-operation of Diana and her nymphs in advancing the 
honour of his hero, " Consulis in plausum," distinctly specifies a 
triple division : 

variae formis, et gente sequustar, 
Ingenioque canes : illai gravioribus apta 
Morsibus ; hse pedibus celeres ; hs ware sagaces ; 



Gratii Halieut. 
98. 



Artemidori 
Oneirocrit, 
L. II. c. XI. 



Claudian, de 

Laud. Stilic. 

L. III. 



Cynegeticon, seems equally tenable. At the same time, it is not impossible but that 
both passages may refer to greyhounds, under the names of Galli and Celtae. 

1. In the muster-roll of Actaeon's pack by Gratius's contemporary, amidst various 
sorts of hounds culled from various countries, the same characteristic distinctions pre- 
dominate : we have a 



trux cum Laelape Theron, 
Et pedibus Pterelas, et naribus utilis Agre. 



Ovid. Met. 
L. III. 211. 
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Jul. Firmici 
L. V. t. VIII. 



and then inverting the order of sequence, names, apparently in 
illustration of his classes, the Cretan, Spartan, and Briton : 

Hirsutaeque fremunt Cressae, tenuesque Lacaense, 
Magnaque taurorum fracturse colla Britann^. 

The first we must acknowledge to be nare sagaces ; the second 
pedibus celeres, the slenderest and speediest hounds, probably, 
known to the poet, in the absence of the Vertragus, — whom alone 
we consider swift of foot, and entitled to rank under the class so 
denominated. The Britannae justly exemplify the dogs of combat — 
gravioribus apta morsibus. 

Julius Firmicus comprehends the whole genus under the triple 
distinction of " Molossi, Vertragi, et qui sunt ad venationes ac- 
comodati," — meaning to include in the latter periphrasis the whole 
class of sagacious hounds, as he does the pugnacious under the 
title of Molossi. 

Of Oppian's tripartite arrangement, exemplified in the portraits 
which he has drawn of the individuals representative of each class, 
and of his farther distinction, founded on purity and commixture of 
blood, I shall hereafter speak ; assuming at present, on the autho- 
rity of the cited passages, that all the more celebrated varieties of 
the canine race, mentioned in the Cynegetica of Greece and Rome, 
of the date referred to, may be classified under the triple division of 
pugnaces, sagaces, and celeres. ^ 



Joan. Darcii 

Venusini 
Canes. 



1. The same threefold division runs through many of the modern semi-classical 
Cynegetica — being founded, as of course it is, in the essential qualities of the canine 
race: 

Nunc age quis villae melior, gregibusque tuendis ; 

Quae volucri soboles cursu, nasove sagaci 

Sit potior ; ncc enim solers dedit omnibus unum 

Natura ingenium. 



Ulysses Aldrovandus, in the section of his elaborate vrork which treats of the canine 
De Quad. Digit, race, uses the very words of Seneca before cited, to mark the " tres praecipuae cani- 
bu3 venaticis proprietates — sagacitas, cursus, andacia.'' 



Vivip. L. III. 



Vanierii Praed. 
Eust. L. IV. 



Sed non una canum species : pars nata domorum 
Ezcubiis, gressum et mensam sectatur herilem : 
Venandi studiosa feras pais alite cursu 
Insequitur, vel nare sagax vestigat odor^. 
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In Xenophon, and the earlier Greek writers, we do not trace 
more than a twofold division into pugnaces and sagaces ; the 
varieties of the latter class differing, perhaps, amongst themselves 
in degrees of Swiftness. Indeed, that they did so is evident from 
what Socrates remarks of the sagacity and speed of different indi- 
viduals of the race, in the well-known interview with the beautiful, 
meretricious Theodota : — on he fieff iifiepav airoiiipaaKovatv oi \aytos Xenopbon. 
ctXXas KTdfTai Kvvas, airives, ^ av ex Tfjs vofiijs eis r^f ei)i'))v aireXdioin, '^^^°'- L- "■• 
rij d(T/4pi aiadavo/jevat, evpicKovaiv avrois' on bk iroSibKets eialv, Acrre 
Ka< EK Tov favepov rpi^^ovres anoipevyetv, aXXas av Kvvas raj^eioa ita- 
pauKev&SovTai, tva Kara itdhas cLXiaKtovTai. The swift-footed of this 
passage must not be interpreted as the celeres of our third class, 
which will be found to contain only the Vertragus of Arrian ; — on 
whose authority it is affirmed that the greyhound was unknown in 
Greece in the days of the Socratic Xenophon. Probably, they 
were the most speedy of the Canes Laconici, to which the philosopher 
alludes — the Qaaaoves avpauv Kvvoaovpihes of Callimachus. H. in Dianam, 

In accordance with the distinctions pointed out in the classical 
kennels is the threefold character of ancient hunting : but as coursing 
properly so called, (the third variety of chase peculiar to the Vide Jani 
Vertragus), was of late introduction in comparison with hunting, Novantiq. ' 
the two grand divisions of the sports of the field may be considered 
as primarily founded on the twofold distinction of canes pugnaces 
or bellicosi, and canes sagaces ; and by Gratius, under the terms 
arma and artes, both are vividly depicted. 

" The one," says Christopher Wase, " is a desperate and gla- Certaine 

-,,..,, , .• , , Illustrations 

diator-hke entermg the lists with beasts, and assaulting them by of the Cvneg. 
violence; which was the school of cruelty and ignorant course of p ."'"^ .. 
ancient Nimrods : the other a crafty circumventing them by wiles, 
which is the child of ingenious invention, much assisting man to re- 
establish him in his empire over the beasts of the field, that hath 
been so much empayred." Then, again, he observes, " the mag- 
num opus is bold and hazardous hunting of great beasts, and leve 
opus is hard-riding and pursuit of little fugacious quarry." 

It was left to the courser of Nicomedia, the Bithynian Xenophon, 
to place on record in his supplementary Cynegeticus, and to illus- 
trate from his personal experience, the third variety of chase with 
dogs peculiar to Celtica ; — which we have designated as forming a 
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class of themselves, under the title of pedibus celeres, of the greatest 
speed of foot and least sagacity of nose of the whole genus, running 
entirely on sight of their game. The Celtic or Gallic hound does 
not appear to have been introduced generally into the more southern 
parts of Europe, till after the dissolution of the commonwealth of 
Rome. He is first mentioned by Ovid ; and his style of coursing 
the hare so exquisitely described, that it must have been derived 
from actual experience in the field rather than hearsay ; which latter 
alone seems to have given him admission into the Cynegeticon of 
Gratius, Ovid's contemporary. 

The earliest systematic account of the two first varieties of Vena- 
tio, will be found in the Cynegeticus of the elder Xenophon ; who 
describes in the 6th chapter the style of hunting the hare in the 
mountainous, woodland regions of Greece, with all its poaching- 
gear : and in the 9th, 10th, and 11th chapters, the chase of deer, 
boars, lions, pards, lynxes, panthers, and bears. The Greeks were 
J. Vlitii Venat. entirely unacquainted with the third species of Venatio, named, for 

°^^" ■ distinction's sake, Venatio cursoria, as the others are V. bellica, 
and V. indagaloria. 

The animals obnoxious to the chase were suitable to its different 

varieties, and coped with by classic hunters according to the prowess 

of each game. Some creatures being timid and fugacious, others of 

great strength and ferocity, and a third class wily and artful, — the 

Plin. Paneg. hunters were wont, in the words of Pliny's panegyric, " certare cum 

''■ ■ fugacibus feris cursu, cum audacibus robore, cum callidis astu ;" — 
thereby acquiring, in Diana's school of mimic war, the necessary 
experimental knowledge for following the flying foe, or contending 
with the daring, or the subtle, in the field of real battle. ^ 



1 . Painter's Palace of Pleasure amusingly works out the points of resemblance in 

the field-array of an army and a hunt ; — •• by the pursuite of Beastes, sleyghts of 

warre bee observed : The Houndes be the square battell, the Greyhoundes be the 
flanquarts and Wynges to follow the enimy, the horseman semeth to gieve the 
Chase, when the Game speedeth to covert, the Homes be the Trumpets to sounde 
the Chase, and Retire, and for incouragement of the Dogges to run. To be short, it 
seemeth a very Campe in battayle, ordayned for the pleasure and passetyme of noble 
youth." 
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Gratius has elegantly sketched the beasts of Venery in his Ha- 
lioutic fragment : i 

Csetera quEe densas habitant animalia sylvas, 
Aut vani quatiunt semper lymphata timores, 
Aut trahit in prasceps non sana ferocia mentis. 
Ipsa sequi natara monet, vel cominiis ire, 
Impiger ipse leo venantum sternere pergit 
Agmina, et adversis infert sua pectora telis : 
Quoque venit, fidens magis, et sublalior ardet, 
Concussitque toros, et viribus addidit iram, 
Prodigus atque suo properat sibi robore lethum. 
Foedus Lucanis provolvitur ursus ab antris, 
Quid nisi pondus iners, stolidaeque ferocia mentis ? 
Actus aper selis iram denunciat hirtis, 
Et ruit oppositi nitens in vulneia ferri, 
. Pressus, et emisso murltur per viscera telo. 
Altera pars fidens pedibns, dat terga sequenti, 
Ut pavidi lepores, ct fulvo tergore damae, 
Et capto fugiens cervus sine fine timore. 

Oppian's distribution of them into classes is nearly similar : 

Biipuv 01 /i^v %iuTai iirlippoves, aio\6$ou\oi, 
c(\\& Sifias $awl' toI 5" e/itiraAii' aXK^evTcs, 
$ov\i)V S' iv iTT7i0e<rau> ivd^jaSts' ot 5' &p' Snaprrj 
Kai KpaSlr}V Sei\o\, koI yvia viKova' ^ittnTpiol, 
i(K\h, '7r6ita<ti Bool' roTtriv Se Behs ir6pe vdvTtt, 
i3ou\V KepSa\4riv, Kparephv fiivos, wKea yoijya, 
yiyviiiTKovat S' eicaoTos e^s ^itrios icAuTit Swpa, 
ivff oMyoSpavees re KcH lv8o veAovat Sa^oivot. k. t. A. 

And in Claudian we recognise a summary classification of the same 
distinctive characters, adapted to the threefold varieties of the dog 
already noticed in his poem : 

capitur decus omne timorque 
Silvarum. Non cauta latent : non mole resistunt 
Fortia : nou volucri fugiunt peruicia cursu. 



Gratii Halieut. 
vs. 71. 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L. IV. 25. 



Claudian. de 

Laud. Stiliu. 

L. III. 



1. This fragment, highly Gratian in its style and subject, but long mis-appropriated 
to Ovid on the erroneous authority of Pliny, (L. xxxii. c. 2.) is now considered, on 
the strength of internal evidence, by Vlitlus and Wemsdorf to belong to Gratius. 

2 D 
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A minute description of each particular chase would exceed the 
limits of a compendium,! and lead me into too extensive a field. 

Oppiaa. Cyneg. etSea TroWit. ireKa kAcit^s Tro\vepy4os Aypris, 

'^' ipiieva ical Biipeairi /tal i6v&riv vSl x"/"iSp'"'' 

fivpia' ris Kiv avttvra /iip (ppeiil x<»p^<'^'^''' 
etirefievai kot^ fioipav j 

Let a few brief sketches of the more celebrated suffice — beginning 
with the hare-chase of the keenest and most accomplished sportsman 
of the classic ages. 

After the snares and nets are duly set, and a man placed to 
watch them, the first-fruits of the sport being vowed to Apollo and 
De Venaiione Diana 'AypoTepa, Xenophon slips one of his most keen-nosed dogs, 
(TofbiTUTii ixveveiv, the rest of the pack being held singly at the co- 
vert. If this finder hit on a scent, a second dog is immediately 
slipped, and a third, and so on till the whole pack are in full cry 
after the started hare. The huntsman follows with his pole, and chla- 
Sic apud m]/s wrapped about his hand, cheering the dogs, 'la icvves, iH Kvve.s, 
Annot. in loco ""^'i's ye .& Kvves, KaXSs ye w Kures,— taking care not to head the 
pro KttKds. game — /jj) vitavr^v airopov yap — for nobody but a bungler and no- 
sportsman is guilty of this. It is then customary to shout to the 
watchman at the nets, Air^ ira'ts, avr^ irals, ttoJ Si), Trat bri — To her, 
hoy ! to her, hoy ! now, boy ! now, boy ! — the latter replying whe- 
ther the hare be taken or not. If she be captured, the hounds are 
called off, and begin to draw for a second ; but if not, and they 
again hit off the scent, the halloo should be E«ye, evye <5 Kvres, 
eireade (5 Kvves. If the dogs are got very forward, so that the hunts- 
man cannot keep up, but is thrown out — neither seeing them, nor 
hearing their cry — he should keep running on, calling to every one 
he happens to come near, and inquiring for the pack — ^ Kareibes lii; 
Tas Kvpas ; 

When he finds them, if still on scent, he should cheer, and call 
every dog by name as often as possible, varying the intonations of 



1. Spirited representations of the different chases are gi^en in Montfaucon's An- 
tiquities, Tom. III. Liv. III. from ancient gems, the Sepulchre of the Nasoni, Arch 
of Constantine, &c. See also the Venationes Ferarum of a later date by Strada and 
Galle, already referred to. 
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his voice. If the hare has made for the mountains, he should en- 
courage them with Eva Kvres, eva lo Kvves : but if they have over-shot Sic apud 

the scent, he should call them back— Hari hack, dogs ! hark back ! 9- '^,^™^'^- ""^ 

° baccuantmm la 

— ov TroKiv, 01) iraXiv ili Kvves : when brought back to the scent, he montibus ! 
should draw around, making many casts, (kukXous,!) even up to the Vide Savary 
line of the nets, encouraging the dogs till they again pick up the Leporidda. 
scent — al he biapprnTOvaai ras oiipas, Kai eavrals ifiwlirTovaai, Koi Xen. de Venat. 
TToWct virepTrtihuxjai, Koi iiravaKXayyavovirat, eiravalpovaai ras KefaXas, '^' ^'' 
elaPXiwovirat els rbv KvytiyirJiv , eiriyvapiiovaai dXij6^ eivai ijhri ravra, 
v<f avTwv avaarriaovai tov Xayui, koi etriaat KeKXayyv'iai — starting off 
again at full cry. 

The watchman at the nets gives a particular shout, significant of 
the hare's capture in the Hpxvs, or her escape by going beyond, or 
stopping short. If she be taken, they try for another; if not, they 
continue the pursuit of the same. Weary at length with their day's 
work, the huntsman must himself, towards evening, assist the pack 

in searching out the poor tired hare at her quat, (raraKXtVerat yixp kv Xenophon de 

-v/i, ,,,, .., ^ ,n •. 11- 1 Venalione. 

fitKpa TO Oriplov, Kai ovK atfiaTarai vno Konov Kai (j)opov,) and bring them ,_. yi. 

forward with encouragement ; " cheering the meek dogs much, the 

eager ones little, the intermediate moderately," till they kill her 

Kara, irvbas, at force, or drive her into the nets : and thus at last 

will the huntsman become master of the hare — " infelicem bestiolam J- Saiisberiensis 

lepusculum timidum tanto fortass^ praedabitur apparatu." ^, iv. 

Oppian's instructions on hare-hunting, contained in a few verses at 

the latter end of his fourth Cynegetic, are of little interest. Hares 

should never be chased up hill, as their shape is particularly adapted 

for it, and they avail themselves of the advantage whenever they can 

get to a rising ground : 

aurfxa yiip <rKi\aKds re Kol WEpas aBfrliaavTes Oppian.Cyneg. 

irpits K6<pov iSvovffiv, ivfl fid\a yiv^oKovffiv "" ■ ^* • 

8tti nipoiSiV iaaiv oAi^drcpoi iriits avro!s. k. t. A. 

Beaten roads should be avoided by huntsmen, and ploughed lands 

preferred for sport. iElian has left us an animated description of De Natura 

the hare's shifts and prowess in avoiding her pursuers, and the con- l. xni. c. 14. 



1. KixKous, the ring's of Gervase Markham, Countrey Contentmenis, Book l.i. c.l. 
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tempt with which she looks down, olov otto (XKomas, on their fruitless 
efforts to overtake her. 

De Venatione fhe stag-hunt is treated of by Xenophon, in his ninth chapter, 
with snares, traps, &c. Indian dogs are here preferred, for their 
size, strength, sp^ed, and courage. But as his name-sake has 
written on the same variety of chase with Celtic hounds and Scy- 
thian horses, I pass on to the boar-hunt, in which the former is 

Ejusdem c. x. diffuse — too diffuse for more than a bare reference. Ilidian and 
Locrian hounds are selected from the pugnacious class, and Cretan 
and Spartan from the sagacious, to assist the sportsman in his attack 
of the wild boar. The latter hound appears to be employed, on this 
occasion, as a lime-dog, or inductor, to find out the lair of the beast. 
Purse-nets, javelins, irpo/3d\ta, and icoioarpa^ai, are in request. 

Apuleii Met. " Jamque apud frondosum tumulum," says Apuleius, in a vivid, 
. VIII. p. . j^^j, somewhat wordy sketch, " ramorumque densis tegminibus um- 
brosum, prospectu vestigatorum obseptis campis, canes venationis 
indagini generosae, mandato, cubili residentes invaderent bestias, 
immittuntur : statimque solertis disciplinae meniores partitae totos 
praecingunt aditus : tacit^que prills servatS, mussitatione, signo sibi 
repentino reddito, latratibus fervidis dissonisque miscent omnia" — 
" aper immanis atque invisitatus exsurgit," &c. 

Ovid. Metam. Ovid's Calydonian boar-hunt, with the " lecta manus juvenum " 
L. VIII. (jf Meleager's confederacy, will occur to the classical reader, and 
farther illustrate this perilous species of chase ; i which, with others 
yet more dangerous, described by Xenophon in the 11th chapter of 
his Manual, and by Oppian in his fourth Cynegetic, constitute 
Horat. Od. examples of the hellica Venatio, " periculosae plenum opus aleae," 
so emblematic of actual war. 

The Athenian is very brief on the subject of lion, pard, lynx, 
panther, and bear-hunting. These ferocious brutes are commonly 



1. For further particulars, see Xen. de V. c. x. Oppian. Cyn. iii. vs. 379. Adrian. 
Venat. vs. 55. (Edit. Aid.) Natalis Comes de Ven. L. in. v. 342. (Edit. Aid. F.) Cffl- 
sar. Borgiae Duels Epiced. per H. Strozam. P. A. BargEi Cjneg. iv. p. 104. and lac. 
Savary, Syothera L. i. A capital wood-cut of a boar bayed by ferocious hounds is 
given by I. A. Lonicer in his Venatus et Aucupium, Tab. Aper. and others in the 
Venationes Ferarum of Strada and Galle. See also the ^Haggler Of <!Same ; o( tflC 
tognrc toor, c. vn. 
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taken by stratagem ; rarely, if ever, at force. Oppian is more 
diflfuse, amplifying the lion-chase with the Libyan, Indian, and 
Ethiopian practices for capturing the king of beasts. 

As a splendid specimen of poetical talent in this too much 
neglected author, (for he richly deserves the character bestowed on 
his works by J. C. Scaliger, C. Earthius, and other eminent scho- 
lars,) I select, from the latter part of the same book, the following 
extract — a description of an Armenian bear-hunt. The bear is 
found with the limehound of the country, the nets, snares, and 
fiiipivOos evoTpofpoi are set, and the din of pursuit commences : 

aiXmy^ litv Ke\dSritre irfKdptov r/ Se Tc \(fxf"|s Oppian. Cyneg. 

ojfi \E\7)Ke Sopovaa, Kot o|i SiSopKe KaKovtra. 

tu^rjol S' Mpovaav lu)\\4es, Ik S' iKdrepBev 

atnia Bnphs lairi (j>a\ayyriShv kAoWoktcs. 

Tj 5' (f/ioSov TrpoMTt:ov(ra leal &yepas, Idbs dpo6et 

yvfivbv Sttou Keiffffei ireSlov iro\i5- KeWev ^ireira 

e^eiTjs KATcb vuTov iyeip6fi€VQS \6xos SivSpuv 

KA077JJSJ1' TroT076Ciri>', iir' itfipia faipivBoio 

aevijuvoi, koI SeT/un iro^ixpoov ri Si t' aviypii 

afi(j)lfio\os fjidXa Trdfiirai' arv^ofiii/Tt iretpipriTai, 

ndvra 8' Siiov SelSoiKe, ^6x0", KTirov, aii\hi', aCrV, 

SeiiiaXeriv fi'lipivSov, iirel Kf\dSoinos a^Tcu 

TatWat T* i^6iTep6e Sirjeptai KpaSdovffh 

Kiv&fiepcu •jtrcpvyh re Kiyiiia trvpi^ovaiv 

ovveKa irairralvovaa /car' &pKvas avrtov epircr 

in y tiretTev \iv4ourt \6xois. k. t. A.. 

But farewell the detail of these savage chases ! 1 — 

The king of brutes The Chace. 

In brpken roarings breathes his last, the bear 
Grumbles in death ; nor can his spotted skin, 
Though sleek it shine, with varied beauties gay. 
Save the proud pard from unrelenting fate ! 



1 . The reader will find descriptions of many of the different chases, for which I 
have no room here, in the Latin Cynegetica of the 14th, 16th, and 16th centuries, 
cited under the boar-hunt of Calydon. For " the chiefe huntyng of the valiaunt 
Grekes and noble Romaynes," see " The boke named The Goveraour, devised by Sir 
Thomas Elyot, Knyght." B. i. c. jfviii. 
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The most lively and striking picture of classic Venation, in ge- 
nere, which I have met with in the Latin language, is contained in 
one of Seneca's tragedies; which, let them be the productions of 
whom they may, contain much brilliant descriptive poetry. The 
whole arrangement of the field is admirably given in the Hippolytus. 
The duties of the SiKrwaywyos, ix^evr-fis, nvvayiayvs, apKvupos, and 
\iv6vTfis, are successively detailed in the prologue, spoken by this 
Xenophon de rigid paragon of chastity himself, {auxppoavvy ical oaioTtjTi fiaKapiaOeh,) 
in the character of Magister Venationis. 



Venatione 



Act. I. sc. 1. 



Senecae " Ite umbrosas cingite sylvas, 

Am ^T'"'sr 1 Summaque montis juga Cecropii, 

Celeri plants lustrate vagi 
Quae saxosa loca Parnethi 
Subjecta jacent ; et quae- Thiiaeiis 
Vallibus amiiis rapid ^ currens 
Veiberat und^ : scandite colles 
Semper canos nive Hiphse^. 
Hac bac alii, qua nemus alt& 
Texicur aino ; qua prata jacent, 
Quae rorifer^ mulcens aur^ 
Zephjrus vernas evocat herbas," &c. 

says the son of Theseus to his attendant huntsmen — describing the 
local scenery of different parts of Attica, most abundant in game — 
and allotting them their respective stations and duties, with the mute 
limehounds, (" canibus tacitis,") the noisy pack, and divers imple- 
ments of the sylvan chase : i • 

dum lux dabia est ; 
Dum signa pedum roscida tellus 
Impressa tenet, alius raras 
Cerrice gravi portare plagas, 
Alius teretes properet laqueos. 
Picta rubenti linea pinn^ 



1. The lines of this animated picture, which describe, in the language of ex- 
perience, the different degrees of restraint to be imposed on the Limiers, the Molos- 
sians, the Cretans, and Spartans, are here omitted : inasmucb as they will be more 
appropriately cited by us, when we come to speak of the family of limiers, the canes 
ihductore$ of classical antiquity. 
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Vano cludat terrore feras, 
1'ibi libretur missile lethum. 
Tu grave, dextr^ Isev&que simul, 
Robur lato dirige ferro. 
Tu prscipites clamoie feras 
Subsessoi ages : tu jam victor 
Curvo solves viscera cultro. 

So much for the furniture of the chase, its inventors, and practice, 
by way of introduction to our triple classification of the Canes 
Venaticj of the classic ages. We will now proceed, olnov etrl okv- Oppian.Cyneg. 
Xdcwc. 



CLASS I. 

In the first class of the triple division — quibus est audacia pree- 
ceps, or gravioribus apta morsibus — are included all the canes 
pugnaces or bellicosi — pugnacious dogs of war. 

The Mede, Celt, Ser or Indian, Albanian, Iberian, Lycaonian 
or Arcadian, Hyrcanian, Locrian, Libyan, Egyptian, Pannonian, 
Magnesian, Molossian, Briton, Atharaanian, Acarnanian, and a few 
others nearly allied. 

CLASS II. 

In the second class of Canes Venatici, under the title of nare 
sagaces, are placed all keen-nosed dogs of scent. 

The Spartan, Cretan, Carian, Etolian or Calydonian, Metagon, 
Belgian, Gelonian, Umbrian, Tuscan, Armenian, Petronius, Agas- 
sa;us or Briton, Segiisian, and others of inferior note. 

CLASS in. 

In the third class, entitled pedihiis celeres, those dogs alone are 
comprehended, which ran on sight of their game, as the Vertragus, 
and possibly the Sicamber : of the latter, however, I know nothing 
beyond the meagre allusion of Gratius to his speed, and the apparent 
distinction made between him and the Vertraha, in the Cynegeticon 
of this poet : 



Gratii Cyneg. 
Ts. 201. 
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Petronios (sic fama) canes, volacresque Sicambros, 
Et pictani macula Vertraham delige fals^. 



Strabo 
L. VII. 



Janus Vlitius considers the Sicambrian to be the Gallo-Belgic 
hound of more modern days, and identical with the Ovidian canis 
Gallicus : but the latter is more probably the Vertraha of Gratius, 
the oveprpayos of the younger Xenophon. The Sicambrian people, 
strictly speaking, were Germans, and not Belgians; as they dwelt 
on the eastern, or Germanic side of the Rhine. 

On first comparing the different types of the Oppianic Canes Ve- 
natici with those of the Latin Cynegetica, I was misled by the 
authority of annotators to an admission that the type, so particularly 
described by the Greek poet in his first book, /xriKebavov KpaTepov 
befids, K. T. X. vs. 401. ad vs. 412. was of the sagacious hound, the 
Petronian or such-like. But this interpretation, in addition to the 
want of resemblance of the picture to the supposed original, implies, 
in a notorious copyist of his predecessors' labours and a keen ob- 
server of natural history, the entire omission of the swiftest of the 
canine tribe, the canis Gallicus or Vertragus; which, if known by 
fame in the age of Gratius, alluded to by him in his Cynegeticon, 
accurately portrayed by Ovid as to his style of running, and subse- 
quently, and more minutely, by the younger Xenophon, could not, 
under any balance of probabilities, have been lost to the sporting 
world, between the time of Arrian and that at which Nemesian 
flourished : — by the latter of whom the greyhound is most beautifully 
depicted, and, the mode of initiating greyhound puppies in the hare- 
course detailed with the hand of a master. I am, therefore, on more 
mature reflection, inclined to consider the passage referred to de- 
scriptive of the greyhound type, the third class of ancient hounds, 
the family o{ pedibus celeres.^ That Rittershusius makes no allusion 



1. If the appropriation of the Oppianic portrait to the Vertragus of Arrian alone 
be deemed too scrupulously exclusive, — inasmuch as it leaves the Spartan hound of 
Xenophon undescribed by the Greek poet, — I will allow that preference of the Celtic 
type to all others may have influenced my decision ; and am w-illing, with the 
reader's approval, to admit the hound of Lacedsnion into a participation of the honour 
bestowed on the Vertragus. 
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to such a resemblance, does not surprise me ; for, by pointing out a 
supposed defect of the picture, compared with a sketch of Gratius, 
this learned and laborious commentator proves that he was not aware 
of the variety of dog intended to be delineated by his author — per- 
haps himself unacquainted with its type in nature. The very feature 
of the 8oX/xo(7(c<os ovpt), condemned by this editor as burthensome to 
Canes cursores, with a preference of the " cauda brevis" of Gratius, 
(suited to the Canes hellicosi alone,) is so remarkable and useful an 
additament to the greyhound's form, that, instead of burthening, it 
essentially assists him as a Canis cursor, (" ad conversiones in cursu Cynographia 
reciproco regendas,") and much strengthens the resemblance of the ^^°^^^- "• 
Oppianic picture to its Celtic prototype in Arrian. 

The conclusion of this sketch is followed by that of the Canis pug- 
nax or bellicosus of the first class, hereafter cited, dovpoi S' aZd' erepot, Oppian. Cyneg. 
K. r. \. ; and this again by the amusing and lively picture of the 
keen-scented beagle or hare-hound — axvXdKwv yevos &\kiixov Ixvevrri- Ejusdem 
pwi', K. T. X. — the representative of which is taken from Britain, and ^^' '^''^' 
constitutes, according to my theory, Oppian's specimen (rather a 
sorry one, it must be allowed) of the second class of Canes Venatici, 
termed nare sagaces. Are we not, then, allowed to conclude that 
the same tripartite distinction of Canes Venatici was acknowledged 
by the Cilician poet, as we have already traced in the more systema- 
tic authorities cited ? ^ The latter did not escape the notice of the 



1. In addition to this triple view, a farther distinction of the canine race is founded 
by Oppian on purity and cununixtuxe of blood. The mongrel or mixed breed is again 
divided into two varieties, the one constituted of dogs of different countries crossed 
with each other ; the other of dogs crossed with various wild animals, Briponiyri, as 
tigers, lions, wolves, and foxes ; — whence in the opinion of the ancient cynegetical 
writers originated many varieties of hybrid races ; which later experiments have 
proved to be founded in fable ; with the exception of those produced between the 
wolf and dog, and the jackal and dog. It is not improbable that the latter hybrid 
production may have given rise to the fabled progeny of the dog and fox, the aXun-e- 
KlSes of Xenophon ; as the Canis aureus and common dog readily breed together ; but 
we have no very well authenticated case of a litter from the Canis vulpes and dog — to 
which assumed cross, the attention of John Hunter, " magnns ille naturae inda- 
gator," had been directed before his death, but not advanced to actual experiment, 
as in the other crosses of the wolf and jackal with the domestic dog. Dr. Caius, 

2 E 



218 



APPENDIX. 



learned writer of the Venatio Novantiqua, himself an experienced 
and ardent sportsman ; but he has not corroborated the earlier 
classification of others with the more recent evidence of the poet of 
Anazarbus— indeed, he seems to view the Oppianic hound (Cyn. i. 
401.) as sagaci-celer, and the Vertragus as unknown both to Pollux 
and Oppian. 

The Cilician gives a decided preference to those canine tribes 
which are specifically pure in their breed — t^vXa novofvKa — and enu- 
merates, without any attempt at classification, all the tribes known 
to hira, under their geographical appellations -.^ 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L. 1. 367. 



Uaiovfs, fjja6vm, KSpcs, BpljiKes, "I^SijpM, 
'ApxdSesy'Apycm, AaKeSaiiiSvtoi, Teyc^ai, 
2a«pojii(iTai, KeKroi, KpTJres, WLdyvTires, 'Eweioi, 
Sffffoi t' Alyinrroio troAwfittpidSouriv eir' SxBcus 
SavKofduv aZpoi, hoKfol, xaponoi re MoAoffffof. 



But if the kennel-master acted on the principles laid down by this 
poet, and his Latin predecessor, Gratius, and crossed his pack with 
irreconcilable varieties out of different families, belonging to different 
countries, (and that he did so we have evidence in the irregular and 
ill-disciplined muster-roll of Ovid,) although the names on Oppian's 
file might remain, the animals must have been so changed by the 
" superinduction of opposite qualities," that a genuine breed of any 
one variety must have been most rare. To this general anialgama- 
tion of heterogeneous forms and qualities in the canine race, must be 
attributed the custom of applying the terms Molossian and Spartan 



Venatio i* is true, speaks of the vulpi-canine cross as an established one, " quasi protritum 



Novaniiijua. 



Lucian. 
adversus 
Indoctum. 



aliquid," says Vlitius,' " quod ego rumore tantum,'' continues the latter, " et vii 
ita compertum habeo," — but of this, more anon. 

2. Of these the most important are hereafter mentioned under the same or dif- 
ferent names : The Ilafaves, are Fannonians — the Autr^viot probably identical witii the 
Tuscan — and those of the town of Tegea, (where Lucian tells us, the inhabitants exhi- 
bited the hide of the Calydonian boar — SetKvmriv Teyiarai rod KaXuSioi'iou t!i Sepjao,) 
must of course be considered Arcadian sub-varieties. The rest are of the Molossian 
character. Instead of 'Eireiol Bodiu and Belin de Ballu read 'A^ofryol ; but of the 
hounds of Amorgos, one of the Cycladea, I know notliing. 
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to the Canes bellicosi and Canes sagaces respectively, gregatim — the 
dogs of Epirus and Sparta being held the best of their several classes.* 
And, for the same reason, a true Molossian or Spartan of pure blood 
must have fallen to the lot of few of Dian's worshippers. Aristotle 
speaks with praise of the Spartan and Molossian cross,* but awards 
the highest price in the Spartan kennel to the purest blood : and 
Themistius, in his first oration, states it as an acknowledged rule in 
breeding, that the kennel be supplied from bitches of the purest and 
most unadulterated blood. 

Even after the introduction of the Vertragus, and the commixture 
of his breed with the older varieties of sporting dogs — 



Hist. Animal. 
L. IX. V. 1. 



et una 
Frscipites pedibus catulos habucre sagaces,- 



P. Angelii 
Bargaei L. v . 



the names derived from Sparta and Molosse were still kept up, and 
prostituted in many instances on most degenerate brutes. 

With regard to the original geographical distribution of the three 
varieties of bellicosi, sagaces, and celeres, and of their respective 
chases,' the most prevalent opinion of continental writers, v/ho have 



1. Under the sanction of antiquity, and scarce inferior to the purest poet of the 
Augustan age, loanues Darcius comprehends under the terms Molossi and Lacones 
all dogs of chase ; 

Quse generosa canum soboles, quis cultus alendo 
Sit catulo, unde sues Epirus clara Molossos, 
Audacesque sihi commendet Sparta Lacones, 
Diva refer. 



J. Darcii 

Venijsini 

Canes. 



2. Such was the Pard of Ercole Strozzi ; 



Pardus ad haec genitrice Lacon, genitore Molossus, 
Non extrema canum fama, et spes acris Opunti. 

3, M. Desmoulins is of opinion that the modem numerous races of domestic dogs 
must be referred, each in its own country, to different unreclaimed species ; and if 
so, allowing somewhat for emigration with man, and somewhat again for crosses 
among the varieties of each region, we must suppose that those, which manifest 
remarkable distinctive qualities, derived them originally from the wild indigence of 



CsEsar. 
Ducis Epiced. 
perH.Strozam. 

Bulletin 

Universel. 
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Spelmanni 
Glossar. p.lI3< 



Venationis 

CertiniE Leges. 

L.I. 



devoted their attention to the Cynegetica of Greece and Rome, is 
that the last mentioned originally came from Gaul, the sagacious 
from Greece, and the bellicose from Asia. War-dogs of pure blood 
are nearly extinct in the British islands, and are becoming more rare 
on the continent of Europe ; being much crossed with the sagacious 
and swift-footed tribes. Vlitius, himself a Dutchman, naturally 
espouses the Belgic origin of the Belgic, or, more correctly speaking, 
the Celtic dog. Spelman, on the contrary, claims him for the 
honour of Britain ; and, in addition, we have always deemed some 
sorts of bellicosi and sagaces indigenous of this country. Mr. Whi- 
taker, in his History of Manchester, gives to the ancient Britons the 
old English hound, or talbot, as the parent stock of the celebrated 
sagacious hounds of our island : and it is found, by experience, that 
this dbg degenerates in every other part of the world — a strong pre- 
sumptive proof of his being indigenous of Britain. The earliest 
record of the greyhound allots him to Gallia ; and we have no hesi- 
tation in considering him of Celtic origin, notwithstanding the offen- 
sive disclaimer of Savary of Caen — 

Gallos aon haec infamia taAgit. 



No exclusive national claim can be made for the pugnacious tribe, 
almost every nation of antiquity having had its particular variety ; 
of which none surpassed the Britannus and Molossus, natives of 
regions remote from each other, unconnected, probably, in their 
lineage, and united alone in untameable ferocity of character. 

The translator of Gratius, after enumerating the various sorts of 

the British hound, greyhound, and mastiff, (which he calls " indi- 

Certaine gena, or native of England,") observes : — " all these dogs have de- 

the'cvne^e- served to be famous in adjacent and remote countries, whither they 

ticallPoem,&c. are sent for great rarities, and ambitiously sought for by their lords 

and princes, although only the fighting dogs seem to have been 

known to the antient authors : and perhaps in that age hunting was 

not so much cultivated by our own countrymen." 



p. 34. 



each particular region. Exclusive of the jackal, he considers that tliere are three 
wild species in Europe, and Western Asia, which have contributed to produce the 
varieties of our domestic dog, at present known. 
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CANES VENATICI. Class I, 



CAiSTES BELLICOSI on PUGNACES. 
Quibus est audacia prceceps. 

Tlie type of this class is given by Gratius in the following lines, 
which must be taken as a general description, requiring some lati- 
tude in its application to individuals : ^ 

Slnt celsi vultus, sint hirtee frontibus aures, 
Os magnum, et patulis agitatos morsibus ignes 
Spirent, adstricti succingant ilia ventres , 
Cauda brevis, longumque latus, discretaque coUo 
Cssaries, non peza nimis, non frigoris ilia 
Impatiens : validis turn surgat pectus ab armis, 
Quod raagnos capiat luotu's, magnisque supersit. 
Effuge, qui lat& pandit vestigia plants. 
Mollis in officio, siccis ego dura lacertis 
Crura velim, et solidos hsc in certamina calces. 

By its side we may place its counterpart in Greek ; — for, notwith- 
standing the Oppianic sketch has been appropriated by Bodinus to 
the Albanese, it certainly may be viewed in a broader light, as a 
picture in outline of the whole pugnacious family, without reference 
to individuals : 

Bovpoi S" add' ?Te/)oi, To7atv ^ei'cS^ios iiKidi, 
Siriroi Kol Tttipoiaiv Mxpaov ^i)7e«iois, , 
Koi aias iPpurrrjpas iirai^avTes SKetrcrav 
So-ffoi liriSi AeovTOS loiis rpeiova'tp Svoktos, 
JViTpe^Ki, trpiiveffffiv iotxires &Kpo\S<liot(rt. 
ffiii^Tepoi fihv ^cwi irpoffcSirara, Seivh S* VirepQe 
Vfiei hrurKVptoKri Iieff6ippva, Kai wp6ims 
o4>9a\|Uol y(apoTi^aw iiro(TTlK$oVTes owuirais- 
pivis OTTOS Xdfftos, Kparephv Sejitos, eipia vara- 
Kpaiwol 5* oi TeKtdovffiVf arkp fiGVos evSadt 7co?0\.hv 
Kol aBenos &(ppa<TToy, KpaSi-n koI 0vfihs avaiSris. 



Gratii Halieut. 
vs. 98. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 269. 



Oppian, Cyneg. 
L. I. 413. 



1. We may suppose the muzzle in this class more or less truncated, and the capa- 
city of the cranium diminished. But the sketches of physical structure are too 
superficial in the ancient cynegetica to found a classification on the principle of 
M. F. Cuvier. 
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P. Angelii 

Bargaei Cyneg. 

L. V. 



The introduction of a third, more recent portrait, will be justified 
by the chaste Latinity of Peter Angelic, and the faithful accuracy of 
his pen : 

lUe tibi ingentes tauros aggressus, et ursos 
Sistat, et imposito fugientes vulnere tardet : 
Cui sumniae pendent aures, cui laxa superne 
Labra fluant, cui vultus atrox, cui maxima cervix, 
Obtusumque caput, pressumque ante omnia rostrum : 
Prffiteiea magnique pedes, unguesque recurvi : 
Molle solum, sublime femen, suppressior alvus : 
Ipsaque rectorum longa intemodia crurum : 
Spina duples, pingues lurabi, color lielvus,' honestum 
Pectus : et e patulls efflet qui naribus ignem, 
Latratu quotiea sjlvas implevit, et amplo 
Pectore conceptas subitus decurrit ad iras. 
Turn vero splendent oculi, coUumque tumescit, 
Et caudam crebro villosa in terga retorquet. 



Gratii Halleut. 
vs. 73. 



Gratii Cjneg, 
vs. 155. 



The quarry of these savage hounds consisted of animals more fero- 
cious than their assailants — such as 

Trabit in prsceps non sana ferocia mentis. 

Following the order of the poetical manual, to which we are 
indebted fof our first-cited outline of the race, the Mede and Celt 
arrest our earliest attention, followed by the Ser, Lycaonian, Hyrca- 
nian, Briton, Molossian, and others : 

magna indocilis dat prslia Medus, 

Magnaque diversos estollit gloria Celtas.' 

The Persian appears to have been a connecting link between the 
pugnacious and sagacious classes, though his neighbours of Media 



De Quad. Dig. 
Vi»ip. L. III. 



1. Aldrovandus explains color helvus as " medius inter rufum et album " — fawn, 

2. Tbe epithet " diversos" may indicate remoteness of birth-place as explained 
by Johnson j or difference of character as hinted by Wase — Gallia being far distant 
from Media, and the Celtic dog being sagacious as well as pugnacious, and therefore 
differing from the " indocilis Medus," whose character was that of mere truculeucy, 
unredeemed by the least sagacity. 



C. II. 
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and Hyrcania were a purely savage breed. The Persian was a 
mongrel variety — 

Perses in utroque paratus. Ejusd. vs. 158. 

The character of the " indocilis Medus" we may infer from iElian's 
description, already cited, of the men and horses of the country — • 
which at the conclusion he also extends to the dogs — raOra toi koI De Natur^ 
irepi t5iv kvvuiv eneiai voeiy fioi. The latter were fierce, impetuous, ^ ,„ 
and of great size. 

There is evidently no connexion between the Celtae of Gratius 
and Kuves KeXrtKai of Arrian, though deriving their name from the 
same source, and seemingly of the same country. The former 
were originally perhaps the only varieties of the canine Species in- 
mates of the kennels of Gaul, 

Gallia cum pridem coleret devota Dianam, Savary Venat. 

Cervin. Leges. 

the sagacious and swift-footed hounds being subsequently admitted 
therein ; — but not until the older mode of hunting ferocious animals 
with savage dogs had fallen into disrepute, from the superior attrac- 
tion of the improved style ; or into disuse, from the gradual ex- 
tirpation of beasts of prey. As the latter disappeared, or were 
driven into remote fastnesses, we may suppose the more timid and 
fugacious creatures supplied their place; and, multiplying in the 
ratio of the others' diminution, afforded abundant quarry to the 
Vertragus, and the archetype of the chien courant of modern 
France. 

How beautifully are the more innoxious sports of sylvan life, and 
superior claims of the hare and deer hunt, touched by Ovid in the 
fable of Venus and Adonis. The goddess of love turns huntress : 

Per joga, per sylvas, dutnosaqne saxa vagatur Ovid. Metam. 

Nuda genu, vestem ritu succincta Dianae : L. s. 537. 

Hortaturque canes ; tutaeque animalia prsedffi, 

Aut pronoB lepores, aut celsum in comua cervum, 

Aut agitat damas ; a fortibus abstinet apris. 

Raptoresque lupos, armatosque unguibus ursos 

Vital, et armenti saturates csede ieones. 

Te quoque, ut hos timeas (si quid prodesse monendo 

Possit) Adoni, monet. • Fortisque fogaeibus esto,' 
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Inquit -f ' in audaces non est audacia tuta. 
' Parce meo, juvenis, temerarius esse perfclo . 
' Neve feras, quibus arma dedit natura, lacesse ; 
' Stet mihi ne maguo tua gloria. Noa movet ajtas, 
' Nee fades, nee quae Venerem raov6re, leones 
* Setigerosque sues, oculosque animosque ferarura. 
' Fulmen habent acres in aduncis dentibus apri ; 
' Impetus est fulris et vasta leonibus ira.' 

No wonder that the Celtic people by degrees discontinued the 
warlike chase, fraught with innumerable perils, and substituted the 
harmless pursuit of fugacious quarry, with keen-scented and swift- 
footed hounds, according to the injunctions of the meretricious queen 
to her disobedient " sweete boy :" 

Sir A. Golding Pursuing game of hurtlesse sort, as hares made lowe before, 

Ovid's Metam. Qr stagges with lofty heades, or buckes ;— 

which, in the days of Arrian, constituted their principal field sport. 

Julius Pollux, in his Onomasticon, mentions the Celtic war-dogs, 
and Oppian also includes KeXroi in the muster-roll of his first cyne- 
getic.i It is probable that they were a-kin to those of ancient 
Britain ; for we are told by Strabo, who lived soon after Gratius, 
Strabo L. IV. that the exports from this island to Gaul consisted of Sep/uara, Kal 
"■ ■ avbpairoia, Kal Kvves eii^uels wpos Tus Kvvtiyeirias. KeXroc he Kat TTpos 

Tovs TtuXifiovs ypwvTai, Kal tovtois, Kal to'is eiri^wpiois. ^Vhence it 
appears that the Celts had native Canes . Venatici which they 
employed in'war,^ as well as those imported from Britain.^ In this 



1. Belin de Ballu appears to consider the Oppianic KeXrol Segusian hounds of 
scent, and not war-dogs. See his Animadversiones in Oppian. L. i. vs. 373. Did the 
poet include under »the term KeXrol all the various sorts of hounds supposed indi- 
genous of Celtica — the war-dogs, the Vertragi, Segusii, and hybrids of Pliny 1 No 
country of antiquity affords such numerous varieties of the canine species as Gaul ; 
and as the inhabitants are by the Greeks called KeXrol, by the Eomans Galli, and 
sometimes synonymously with the latter, Celtas ; so may Oppian, au eastern Greek, 
include under the term KcXtoI the various subdivisions of the canine tribe, throughout 
the whole territory of Gaul, however distinguished by earlier writers, either as indi- 
genous of peculiar localities, or characterized by dissimilar qualities. 

2. The high antiquity of the Canes Venatici of Gaul, espoused by Jaques du 
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Emend. 



adaptation of canine ferocity the Celtae were not peculiar ; but as 
dogs, thus applied, can scarce be considered in their sporting 
character, it is unnecessary to multiply citations. Let the few 
instances hereafter adduced sufiSce on this head. Whether these 
Celtic dogs are the Gallic hybrids of the natural historian I cannot 
say : " hoc idem," says Pliny, " h lupis Galli, quorum greges suum L. vm. c. 40. 
quisque ductorern h canibus et Lyciscam habent. Ilium in venatu 
comitantur, illi parent. Namque inter se exercent etiam magis- 
teria." There were whole packs of these dogs in every chase or 
forest, " that had for their leader some particular demi-wolf, which 
the rest accompanied in hunting, obeyed, and \^ere directed by; 
keeping an order among themselves of government and mastership." 
Gratius mentions, in the next place, the Ser, the Lycaonian or 
Arcadian, the Hyrcanian, and the union of the latter with the 
tiger. 

Sunt qui Seras alant, genus intractabilis irs ; 
At contra faciles, magnique Ljcaones armia. 

The Serae were a nation of ^Ethiopia near the origin of the Nile, 
and also of India between the Indus and Hydaspes : but " the 
famous Serae were a people of Asia, the farthest to the east beyond 
China towards Scythia without Imaus," according to Wase's 
geography of Gratius. As the poet does not record the fame of the 
Canes Indici under their usual denomination, we may consider the 
Seric dog as the redoubted Indian — " genus intractabilis irai." 

The Indian dog is noticed by Herodotus, Aristotle, Xenophon, 
Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, Plutarch, Pollux, .Sllian, Athenaeus, The- 



Gratii Cyn^g. 
vs. 159. 



Fouilloux in the 6rst chapter of his V^nerie — " De la race et antiquity des chiens 

courans, et qui premierement les amena en France," will amuse such of my 

readers as may think his work worth referring to. Deducing the breed from the 

kennel of Brutus, (the son of Sylvius, the son uf Ascanius, the son of JEneaa) under La V^nerie de 

whose fostering care lea chiens courans et Uvriers were exported from the Trojan Jaques du 

, ., . , , , . ... . Fouilloux. c. 1. 

territory, Fouilloux exhibits the very vessel of transportation, with its canine cargo 

aboard. 

3. It is a generally received opinion that the pugnacious and sagacious dogs of 
Britain were constantly exported to Gaul ; and Janus Vlitius remarks that the same Venatio 
practice continued within his knowledge. Novantiqua. 

2 F 
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mistius, and Phile, among the Greeks ; and by Pliny, Solinus, and 

Quintus Curtius, among the Latins. The size, strength, speed, and 

courage of this dog induced Xenophon to recommend him for boar and 

Xenophon. deer hunting — eial yap la^vpa), fjeynXat, irobtiKeis, ovk aiiv\oi, says this 

experienced sportsman ; and JElian adds to his good qualities 

JElian. de keenness of sight or scent in tracking — evyeve'is koi "ix^n xarayviovai 

L. viii. c. 1. ' Ow'w a-yadai, k. t. \. J. Pollux, on the authority of Nicander, 

derives the Canes Indici from Actaeon's pack ; who, when they 

Orid. Metam. had recovered from their madness, " satiatae sanguine herili," 

p '. ' ' passed the Euphrates, and wandered into India. He particularly 

L. V. u. V. 39. distinguishes them from the Hyrcanian, with which they have 

been by some historians confounded. Both the last-mentioned 

jElian. de Nat. authors, and also Plutarch, would have us believe that the lion 

L. IV. c. 19. ^^* ^^ only antagonist with whom this courageous dog would 

Plutarch. willingly contend : — twv hk aWiiiv Stiiiav xurepippovovvra iravriav, says 

Ed. Stepii. Plutarch ; and ^lian affirms his victory over the lion ;' but Themis- 

tius adds the pard to his chosen antagonists, to the exclusion of 

Brodaji Annot. inferior combatants, as wolves and foxes. Fable however and history 
in Oppian, 
p. 43. are so closely blended in the records of canine biography, that we 

are compelled occasionally to doubt. And did we not relieve 

ourselves by incredulity, the marvellous tale of patient courage 

narrated by ^lian, as manifested by this fierce animal, would make 

us shudder at the bare recital. It is found in detail in the first 

chapter of his eighth book de NaturS. Animalium,i and succinctly 

copied by Pollux in the fifth chapter of the fifth book of his Onoma- 

sticon. 

The cruel experiment, transmitted to us by Dr. Goldsmith, as 

having been practised on the British Molossus, is quite eclipsed by 

this more barbarous exhibition of the innate fortitude of the dog of 

India. For in the latter case, the commencement of the inhuman 

test of patient courage was the amputation of the tail, and the 

conclusion decollation. The legs of the poor brute were successively 

cut ofi", one by one, without his quitting his hold of the lion, his 

chosen antagonist : — and when at last the neck was severed from the 



Vulgar Errors, !• "Wherein," says Sir Thomas Brown very justly, " are contained many things 
&c. B. 1. suspicious, not a few false, some impossible." 
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body, the teeth still adhered with the trunkless, but still mordacious 
head, (credat Judceus,) suspended to the wound. But let the credulous 
story-teller speak for himself: — koX reXevrwires t^s Ke^akfjs to Xoi-itov MMnn. de Nat. 
aUfxa a.(pei\ov obovres he eKtivri j;pnjvro rys i^ apyrjs avTiXapfis , Kai fj -r ' , 

fce^aXi) Tjiapeiro fieriiiipos ex tov XeovTOs, avrov [xivroi tov haxovTos ii, 
apxijs ovK €Tt ovTos. The' dog like the British bull-dog was memo- 
rable for never quitting his hold — a feature in his ferocious character 
remarked by Phile in his iambic versification of .Sllian's marvellous 
tale. 



vayrhs Kvvhs iieyiaroSt *lpihs iras xiav. 
ts oiiSi rhv Xe'ofTo irap6vTa rpiiiet, 
hv6liTTaTai S^, Kal tr^piy^ irpbs rijy fuixv^i 
fcal Tots jSpuXT^djuois av6v\ai{Tet trwrS/jLus, 
eyKtl/ievov 5^ Kaprepet rbv avBdSri. 
Kal SdKveTai fiev, iivriidMvet Sh v\hv. 
TeXos Se TOV t^vovtos ahrhv apjrdiras, 
piiTTfi kotA 7i)S, Kal mapiTTd, Koi BKlfiei. 
K&v ris ^TTcXfliv AiroKiftf^ Th aKe\os 
TQJ T^y fjLeyav &yxovTit koI irpli/ yevvd^au, 
/lUJAis i VfKphs {iroK^irei rb aTijia. 

In the scarce plates of Stradan, engraven by Galle, there is a 
picture of the Canis Indicus, as I conceive, fighting with the ele- 
phant and lion. The annexed quatrain, by Kilian Dufflaeus, suflS- 
ciently explains it, but is not worthy of citation. The following 
poetical portrait, however, by a far better scholar, will be read with 
pleasure, whether viewed as delineating the Indian, or his congener, 
the Albanian : 



De Animal. 

Proprietale. De 

cane Indico. 

p. 148. 



Venationes 
Ferarum, &c. 

pi. IV. 



— si aliqua e sylvis sese fera nobilis altis 
Offeret, et campo bellum committit aperto, 
(Degeneris neque enim laetatur sanguine prsdfe) 
Vim canis egregiam, atque acres mirabere pugnas. 
Vidimus assuetos inter deserta feraium 
Nequicquam immanes irasci in comua tauros. 
Sternere Indus apros, nee totam ezcandet in iram, 
Si rigidis pugnent informes unguibus ursi. 
Gaudet atrox magni fremitum si forte leonis 
Audiat, et celeri rapitur per devia cursu, 
Ac fuimidando metuendus obambulat bosti, 
Villosffi donee cervici adnisus inbsret, 
Sanguine^que feram morientem extendit aren^. 



Hercul. Scroz^e 
Csesar. Borgise 
Ducis Epiced. 
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Hist. Natur. 

L. VIII. C. 2L. 



Acriiis exultans vastos in prselia barros 
Provocat, et tantam (dicta miiabile) molem 
Sternit ; at ingentem procumbens ille ruinam 
Per dumosa tiabit, ganitu tesqua sonoro 
Dissultant, gliscitque gravis venantibus horror. 

Bodin supposes Oppian to allude to the Canis Indicus in his 1st 
Cynegetic, vs. 413. ; but as the poet does not mention any name, 
and particularly specifies a want of speed in the dogs he describes, I 
should rather refer his sketch to the Molossian or true Epirote, (if it 
must have a particular application,) than to the Indian or Albanian. 
I have no doubt, however, that it is, as already stated, a general 
description of the pugnacious type, and therefore includes both 
Indian and Molossian. 

Many of the anecdotes of the Indian dog are promiscuously told 
of the Albanian, Iberian, and Hyrcanian ; and it certainly is diffi- 
cult to point out any distinctive characters between them. Of the 
latter I shall presently speak, in the rotation in which he is recorded 
by Gratius. The Albanian and Iberian are undoubtedly consimi- 
lars, strongly impregnated with the Molossian cast — natives of the 
Asiatic district indifferently called Iberia and Albania. They are 
celebrated by modern travellers as much as by classic historical 
and cynegetical writers. Pliny does not name the country of the 
dog " inusitat^e magnitudinis " given to Alexander by a king of 
Albania ; i though it would be a fair conclusion that the dog was of 



Poetae Latini 

Minores. 
Tom. V. P. I. 
Wernsdorf. 



De Nugis 
CurJalium 
L. I. c. IV. 



I. To this dog Priscian alludes in his Periegesis, vs. 706. : 

Hie sunt Albani bellaces marts feroci ; 
Unde canes nati superant genus omne ferarum. 
Magnus Alexander missum sibi viderat inde 
Victorem barrique canem, rapidique leonis : — 

and John of Salisbury celebrates the race in bis Policraticus ; the merits of the 

breed losing nothing of its lustre, but rather gaining, in the prose narration ; 

" Albani quidem in AsiS, canes habent leonibus fortiores : eos virtute canum, et suie 
gentis artificio, quasi imhelles bestiolas populantur. Canibus quidem iliis nulla 
ferarum fortior, nulla animosior est. Hos Hercules, tergemino Geryone victo, ah 
Italil trajecit in Asiam, eis virtutem qnk leones sternerent, quasi hereditariani dere- 
linquens," &c. 
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C. J. Solini 
Polyhistor. 

C. XT, 



the same country as the king. Yet Strabo, notwithstanding he Strabo L. xv. 
commemorates the prowess of the Albanian race of dogs, particu- 
larly notes that those presented to the king of Macedonia were 
Indian ; and he is supported by Plutarch, Diodorus Siculus, and 
Julius Pollux, differing somewhat in the historical detail. Solinus, 
for the most part a copyist of Pliny and Strabo, is, on this occasion, 
it may be, mistaken in assigning to them an Albanian origin. 
Speaking of the Albanese, he says : " Apud hos populos nati canes 
feris anteponuntur, frangunt tauros, leones premunt, detinent quid- 
quid objectum : quibus ex causis meruerunt etiam annalibus tradi. 
Legimus petenti Indiam Alexandro, k rege Albaniae dono duos mis- 
ses," &c. — and again, " Hoc genus canes crescunt ad formam am- 
plissimam, terrificis latratibus ultra rugitus insonantes." May we Vide Budini 
not reconcile these statements by considering the Albanese dogs of Oppian. p.' 63. 
the Latin historians — Pliny, Solinus, and Curtius— the Indians of 
the Greek authors — Strabo, Plutarch, Diodorus, .Sllian, and Pol- 
lux — and the Albania of the former, the India of the latter ? The 
inhabitants of Albania and India were both excessively addicted to 
hunting — OtjpevTiKoi re koi auroi sai o'l Kvves ahrwv els vitepfio\i]V. Strabo L. xi. 

The Iberian dog is mentioned by Julius Pollux, Oppian, and 
Nemesian— the latter poet merely saying the breed is not to be de- 
spised by sportsmen ; 



Nee tibi Pannonicas stirpis temnatur origo. 
Nee quorum proles de sanguine nianat Ibero ; 

and the former recommending it to be crossed with Sarmatian blood. 



Nemesian. 
Cyneg. vs. 126. 



Sap/iaTiKiJf Tc irocrii' (popiois irphs 'l$npiSa vifKJniv. 

Darcius records the strength, courage, and velocity of the Albanian 
breed ; 

Adde etiam Albanos, qui quantum viribus apris 
Occursare Talent, fulTosque aequare leones, 
Et vasto indomitos certamine frangere tauros, 
Aligeras tantum cursu priEvertere damas ; 



Oppian. Cyneg. 
L. I. 397. 



Darcii 

Venusini 

Canes. 



and two lines below mentions the dogs, " quos dives Iberia pascit," 
as if distinct from the Albanese — which, if Asiatic, they certainly 
resembled. It is, however, possible, that Darcius may allude to 
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Brodpei 

Anni.lationeB 

in Oppian. 



Jones's 
Oppian's 
Halieutics. 



Oppian. 

Haiieut. 

L. m. 623. 



European Iberia, or Spain. Indeed, the geographical appropriation 
of Oppian's Iberian dogs is doubtful in the opinion of commenta- 
tors. Brodaeus assigns the Iberian horse of Oppian (Cyn. I. vs. 284.) 
to Asia ; but the people mentioned by the poet under the same 
name, in connexion with the Celts, in the episode at the conclusion 
of his second Halieutic, are evidently inhabitants of Western Europe. 
And again— his description of the tunnies " rushing from th' Atlan- 
tic deep," into the Mediterranean, and of their subsequent capture 
along its shores, places the Iberians a second time in the West : 

To^ffS' ^Tot irpwTQj/ fjLev 'l^ptSos evdoBeu &\fi7]S 
av4p€s hyp^ffdoviTi $iri KOfjL6c0VT€s''l^ripes, 
SevTfpa 5e 'PoSavoLO irapci <rr6na BripriTTJpiS 
KeXTol, K. T. \, 

however, whether Asiatic or European, it is sufScient for our classi- 
fication that the dogs were of the pugnacious class. 

The modern representative of the classical Albanese occupies a 
more extensive district than his ferocious prototype, who was con- 
fined to the region between Colchos and Armenia ; whereas his 
descendant is found in Macedonia, Illyria, Chaonia, and Epirus.- 

Of the classical Albanian, in his character of a dog of war, Vale- 
rius Flaccus has left us the following very animated description : 



Valerii Flacci 
Argonaut. 
L. ti. 107. 



Insequitar Drangaja phalanx, claustrisque profusi 
Caspiadse ; quets turba canum non segnius acres 
Exilit ad lituos, pugnasqae capessit heriles : 
Inde etiam par mortis honos ; tumulisque recepti 
Inter avos, positusqne virfim : nam pectora ferru 
Terribilesque innexa jubas ruit agraine nigro 
Latratuque cohors : quanto sonat horrida Ditis 
Janua, vel superas Hecates coraitatus ad auras. 



P. Angelii 

Bargsei Cyueg. 

L. V. 



And the fame of his tribe, as spread over these countries at large, is 
celebrated by the chaste poet of Barga in his 5th Cynegeticon, with 
the same song, decies repetita, of leonine and elephantine quarry : 

Quid ! tibi si, quarum concursu exhorruit Argo, 
Coeruleis sparsas adeam Symplegadas undis, 
Cappadocumque eras, et inhospita Colchidos arva, 
Atque iter ad duros conteudam pergere Iberos : 
Caspiaque Albanis quondam regnata tyrannis 
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Littora'! et extrenii pi»teivehar ostia Sami : 
O quales, quantosque canes, quam fortia bello 
Pectora, quam cert^ prolem virlute valentem 
Inde legam ? sola ilia uros, sola ilia leones 
Invadit, sola aggieditur dignata elepUantos. 

Opportunity offers, in introducing the dog of Arcadia to the 
reader's notice, of speaking of the semiferous race of lupine dogs, the 
demi-wolves of the ancient Cynegetica.i The cross of the wolf and 
dog is of considerable antiquity ; indeed the belief of its existence 
may be traced very generally through the popular works of the 
classic ages. Under the Spartan dog, in the second class, I shall 
again allude to hybrid dogs, and refer to Mr. Hunter's paper on the 
subject in the Transactions of the Royal Society of London. At 
present, it may be stated that the cross of the wolf and domestic dog 
is an established one, and that the breed, so obtained, has been car- 
ried forward for many generations. Aristotle, I believe, first re- 
marked the sexual intercourse of these congeners in Cyrene ; and, 
from the fact as stated by him, Cardan (" a great inquirer after Vulgar Errors, 
truth, but too greedy a receiver of it," according to Sir Thomas ^•'' 

Brown,) inferred the gradual degeneration of wolves into the canine 
type.2 " Ut lupos et canes," says Brodaeus in Oppianum, " mutu6 
coire fatear, Diodori, Ovidii, (' Deque lupo concepta Nape,') ac 
complurium facit auctoritas." As the mule is born from the horse 
and ass, remarks Galen, so a mixed breed may be generated from 
the wolf and dog.^ The race of old reported to have been sprung 



1. Arcadia boasted not these as her only ferine crosses — (/jBAo Bripo/uyTJ — for in the Find. Pjth. 
country of Lycaon, too, in all their glory, rode the oTparbs Oaviioarriis of semi-human !■• ''• 85. 
centaurs, lords of tlie chase, around mount Pholoe, 

Ifupl iriias *o\<j7)s ipefL^iSeos &ypta ^v\a Oppian. Cyneg. 
Brtpoiuyrj, liepiiruv fikv iit' l^ias, l^v6(pti' Se 
^TTTTuv TipLi^piruy, 

2. Scaliger denies the inference — " Possunt quidem lupi miliores fieri, sed Exercitat. 
nunquam lupiuam forraam, et totalem feritatem exaent, quemadraodum et plantae ^''^^ 
novo cultu raitescunt." 

3. Both these hybrid productions are alluded to, in his wonted strain of disgust, "• ''■ "g"PP* 

de Incert. et 

by the misanthropic Agrippa, in his 73rd chapter, de Agricultuia. yjm_ q_ j_ g^ ^^ 
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from the latter connexion was that of Arcadia, the Lycaonian ; 
thence called, peradventure, Lycas by Simonides, and Lycisca by 
Scaliger. Virgil and Ovid — " Mista lupo canis est signat^ voce Lycisca." i 
That the Lycas of the canine epitaph was of lupine origin, we may 
conjecture from the name ; but the Cean poet specifying other loca- 
lities as the scenes of his hound's exploits in life, and Pollux calling 
her Ai/KoSo ttiv &eTTd\r]v, some other kennel may put forward a 
claim, instead of that of Arcadia, for the honour of the breed; or 
the name may be merely an appellative distinction, unconnected 
with lineage ; — still the monumental elegy is deserving of citation : 



Simonides 

emendatus, ex 

Polluc. Onom. 

L. V. 47. 



iaxa ?Ti Tponeeur 9iipas, ir/fmaaa Avxis. 
rhv S' iperiiv olSev jxeya Yli\Kiov, St' ct/iiSqAas 
'Ocra'a Ki6iujmv6s oiov6fwi aKomai, 



Gratius contrasts the docility of Lycaonian dogs, the Teyejjrat of 
Oppian, with the intractability of the Indian, 



Cyneg^ vs. 160. 



At contra faciles magnique Lycaones armis. 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. 1. 198. 



Vide Pausan. 
in Arcad. c. ii. 



The breed of the northern part of Peloponnesus, • having been of 
great note, and the son of Pelasgus (" notus feritate Lycaon ") 
having been converted into a wolf— the first subject, it may be, of 
lycanthropy — the dogs indifferently called Arcadian and Lycaonian, 
were probably, says C. Wase, " heirs of his own body naturally 
begotten." Many Arcadian hounds are found in the Ovidian pack, 
among the mistaken pursuers of the unfortunate son of Aristaeus — 



Euripldis 
Bacchic. 



0)V afioalTOi aitihaKes, &s i6piiiaTo, 
8i6(r7r(£(roiTO Kpti(r<rov' iv Kviniytcus,) 



possessed of great speed and resolution ; 



La Chasse 
du Loup. 

C. VIII. 



1, In the laie tract of Jean de Glamorgan, I find a practical remark to the point: 
" Noterez que j'ay veu quelquefois que les levriers font difficult^ de prendre une 
loupe chaude, ains la veulent saillir et covrir comme une chienne : mais s'il y a aux 
couis quelque bonne levriere, rile la prendra par euvie et jalousie." 
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Inde runnt alii rapids velocius aurh, 

Famphagus, et Dorceus, et Oribasus, Arcades omnes, 

Nebiophonosque valens, et trux cum Lslape Theron, 

Et pedibus Pteielas, et naribus utilis Agre, 

Hylaeusque fero nuper percussus ab apro, 

Deque lupo concepta Nape, pecudesqne secuta 

Pcemenis, et natis comitata Harpyia duobus, 

Et substricta gerens Sicyonius <lia Ladon ; 

Et Dromas, et Canace, Slicteque, el Tigris, et Alee, 

Et niveis Leucon, et villis Asbolus atria, 

Freevalidusque Lacon, et cursu foitis Aello, 

Et Thous, et Cyprio velox cum fratre Lycisca. 

The poet elsewhere bestows on the hound of Arcadia the local epi- 
thet of Maenalian, from Mount Maenalus — 

Msenalius lepoii det sua terga canis. 

Is it not probable that some of the hounds of chase, bestowed by 
the Arcadian God on the Goddess of hunting, were culled by his 
goatish majesty from the kennels of the country of Lycaon, where 
Pan himself gratified his sporting ardour ? — the brace of pie-balled 
— the leash of long-eared — and the spotted hound ? 

t!» J" 6 ytpu^TTis Sio /nil' Kivas f^ium jniyois, 
Tpus Sc v6p' ouarlovSt ^vu ^ iu6\ov' ot pa Kioinas 
avTohs ad ifiovTts, 'ire ipi^auTo Sepiav, 
tthKOV en t^iiovTas iir' avMov. 

The other seven which Pan contributed to Dian's pack, being 
6a(T(7oves aipaiov, and destined for more timid quarry, are placed 
under the Spartan family, of which they were the fleetest members. 

Whether all the dogs " of Areas kinde," as sings Sir Arthur 
Golding in his " worke very pleasant and delectable," were demi- 
wolves, and " gaunt as any grewnd," I cannot take on myself to 
decide ; but it is a fair inference, from the evidence adduced, that 
lupi-canine crosses predominated, in all their ferocity, in the kennels 
of Arcadia — not indeed to the exclusion of canine indigenee of pure 
blood, but enough to give a ferine character to the general type.* 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. III. 209. 



Artis Amator. 



Callimach. 

H. in Dian, 

vs. 90. 



Golding's 

Ovid's Metam. 

B. III. 



I. Blondus, in his ' libellus de Canibus et Venatioue,' remarks on the breed of 
demi-wolves, as tiiey are called by Shakespeare, that this cross was not bad recourse 

2 G 
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The Hyrcanian, savage as he was, is reported to have increased 
his natural ferocity by engendering with the tiger : 



Gratii Cyneg, 
TS. 159. 



Sed non Hyrcanse satis est Tehementia genti 
Tanta ; suis petiSre ultrS fera seroina sylvis. 
Dat Venus accessus, et blando fcdere jungit. 
Tunc et mansuetis tuto ferus errat adulter 
In stabulis, ultroque gravis succedere tigrim 
Ausa canis, majore tulit de sanguine fcetum. 



And to the subsequent generations of this cross Bargajus gives speed 
in pursuit, and courage in attack : 



P. A. 

Cjneg. L. V. 



Sic itaque immanes duxgre e tigride mores 
Hyrcani, quibus exuti post deinde nepotes 
Sive ursos, sive illi apros vid^re minaces, 
Accurrunt celeres, et aperto marte lacessunt. 



The breed of Hyrcania, having escaped the notice of Aristotle and 

his copyist Pliny, is of course omitted by Solinus, (whose work 

TheGovernour. entitled Polyhistor, however " mervaylous delectable" in the 

■ '■ '^' '"■ opinion of Sir Thomas Elyot, is a mere breviary of the twice-told 

Aiistot. Hist, tales of the too credulous Roman naturalist,) but the same fabulous 

L. VIII. 0.28. union with the tiger is recorded by them as the parent stock of the 

Indian dog. May not the Indian and Hyrcanian, though separated 



Wase's 

Illustrations, 

&c. of Gratius. 

p. 67. 

Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 167. 



Parry's 

Ist Voyage of 

Discovery. 

Appendix. 



to in his days, because it was not wanted — " tant& feritate et astuti^ non egemus :" 
but Wase bears testimony to its historical notoriety. " From the experience of this 
country," says he, " that semi/era proles, or whelps, that come of the commixture of 
a bitch with a dog- wolf, is verified, called anciently lycisca ; and this ill quality they 
find inherent to that sort of dogs, that they can by no way of bringing up be restrained 
from preying upon cattle — ' sed prsceps virtus ipsS, venabitur aul^' — by which they 
have merited to be esteemed criminal before they be whelped; and there is a law in 
that behalf, which straitly enjoins, that if any bitch be limed with a wolf, either she 
must be hanged immediately, or her puppies must be made away : this may serve to 
avouch somewhat, all that character which Gratius gives of the semifeious mongrels, 
of his Hyrcanian and the Tiger." 

By the occurrences which took place at Melville Island, recorded in the Appendix 
of Capt, Parry's 1st Voyage, we have clear proof that even an undomesticated wolf, 
in its natural and wild state, will have intercourse with a domestic dog. 
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by Athenaeus and Pollux, have been deemed identical by the Stagi- 
rite ?i — To the tiger-cross of Irak, the compound epithet Xeoi/ro/xiyejs 
is applied by the learned grammarian just cited, as if the " fera 
semina" of the first connexion were leonine. The ferocity of the 
breed, contrasted with the timidity of the stag, affords an argument 
to Lucretius against the Pythagorean doctrine of a promiscuous 
transmigration of souls : 



Deipnosoph. 
L. V. c. 8. 

Pollucis 

Onoiuast. 

L. V. c. V. 39. 



Quod si immoTtalis foret, et mutare soleret 
CoTpoia, permistis animantes moribus essent : 
Effugeret canis Hyrcaoo de aemine seepe 
Cornigeii incursum cervi, &c. 



Lucretii 
L. in. 748. 



By the archbishop of Thessalonica the Canes Hyrcani are men- 
tioned amongst the iviarifia kvvSiv yivri of his commentary on Homer 
(ad Iliad, p'.) but they are not found in either of the poems ; nor, 
indeed, do I remember in the Iliad or Odyssey any dogs distinctively 
marked by their geographical appellations. 

The plaintive wailing of the old nurse, Carm6, over her daughter, 
the nymph Britomartis, 

i\Ko^6vov Bpn6iiapTiv, iicKoirov ^s ttotI Kivws 
TTTOiTideh M IpuTi KaTfSpaiiev oSpea K/j^ttjs, 



H. in Dian. 
vs. 190. 



1. Tbe contiguity of India to Hyrcania, and the latter abounding with tigers, may 
be the cause of tbe same tale being told by Aristotle and Pliny of tbe tigri-canine 
cross of India, as by Gratius of that of Hyrcania. Both are of course purely 
fabulous. Whatever loss the fierce dog of Irak may occasion to pastoral property, 
lierds and flocks — be is still to be cherished for his superior prowess in the savage 
hunt : — 



Sed praeceps viitus ips^ venabitui aul^ : 
Hie tibi et pecudam multo cum sanguine crescet ; 
Fasce tamen, quaecunque domi tibi crimina fecit, 
Excutiet silv^ magnus pugnator adepts. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 16T. 



The people of Hyrcania fostered their savage race of dogs for the express purpose, De curand. 

amongst others, of devouring the bodies of the dead— a practice noticed by Thepdoret Gnec. affect, 

as being discontinued by them and the Caspians after their conversion to Chris- p^ leg. p. 128. 
tianity. 
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in one of Virgil's minor poems, amended by Heyne, refers very 
pathetically to the companionship of the Hyrcanian dog in the moun- 
tainous chase — 



Titus 

Andronicus 

Act II. sc. II. 



Ciii3 vs. 307. 



to climb the highest promontory top — 

though associates from a Cretan kennel would have been more in 
place — 

Nunquam ego te summo volitantem in vertice montis 
Hyrcanos interque canes agmeoque feranim 
Conspiciam, nee te redeuntem amplexa tenebo. 



Ue Venat. 
c. X. 1. 



The Locrian dog, much esteemed by Grecian sportsmen, is 
particularly employed by Xenophon in the boar-chase ; but I know 
not to which of the territories called Locris he should be appropriated, 
nor whether common to all. Nor do I find in him properties suffi- 
ciently characteristic of the family of bellicosi to place him here 
with confidence — and yet I no where see him used in pursuit of timid 
fugacious quarry. 1 Oppian (no authority for classification) intro- 
duces him between the Egyptian and Molossian — here then let him 
Oppian. Cjncg. stand — ^ovKoklwv ovpoi, A.oKpo\ xapoiroi Te ^oKoaaoi. The following 
beautiful little epitaph of Anyta is admitted, merely because its 
subject, the fleetest of musical hounds, bears the name of Locris — 



L. 1. 374. 



Anyta 
Epidauria,apud 
Scriptores Grae- 

cos Minores. 

Oxford, 1829. 



SiKeo S^iroTC Kol ah iroKi^pi^ov irapci Bd/xvov, 
iov &i),ei\uerov ■irotKt\6Setpos exis. 



for I am by no means convinced that the title is any thing more 
than an individual appellative (unconnected with locality) bestowed 



Numismata 1. The hare on the reverse of Locrian numismata cannot be considered as proof of 

ici w e jj^g pursuit of such quarry heing the popular diversion of the country, nor as militating 

T. XXVI. against the Locrian hound's introduction here ; — for the same impression occurs on 

T. XXXV. other coins — on those of the Falisci, a colony of Argos, and others — having reference 

to historical or mythological subjects, unconnected with the field sports of the 

country. 
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by a Grecian lady, perhaps, on a valued pet. Darcius of Venusium 
places the Locrian with the Arcadian, and others of the pugnacious 
class. 

Sunt et Locrenses catuli, sunt Arcades, atque 
Cypria quos Salamis, quos dives Iberia pascit. 

The Carthaginian poet alone has commemorated the " acres 
catuli" of Libya, his native country. 



Joan. Darcii 

Venusini 

Canes. 



Quinetiam sices Libyes in finibus acres 
Gignuntur catuli, quorum non spreTeris usum : 



Nemesian. 
Cyneg. vs. 128. 



and from him probably, Fracastorius (a learned physician of Verona, 
who wrote a short poem of some merit, " de curA canum," eleven 
centuries later,) may have derived the Canes Libyci of his Alcon, 
recommended for the savage chase. 



Nam rabidas si forte feras te cura tenebit 
Venari, et variis caput objectare periclis ; 
Spartan^ de stirpe tibi, de stirpe Moloss^ 
Quaere canes, Libycos illis, acresque Britannos 
Pannoniosque truces, et amantes praslia Celtas 
Adde, nee Hyrcanos, nee Seras speme ferooes. 



H. Fracaslorii 
Alcon. 



It cannot be granted to Conrad Gesner that the Libyan of the 
African poet is the Metagon of Gratius ; nor is the resemblance 
between the former and the Egyptian of Oppian su£Sciently clear 
to jtistify an inference of identity. Indeed our materials for 
forming a judgment are far too scanty. We know no more of 
the " Incola arundiferi Nili" of Natalis Comes than we cull from 
the credulous historians of the Egyptian dog, JEIian and Solinus, 
relative to his fear of crocodiles. The former naturalist reports ol 
fiev &Woi Kvves /cat iXilv, Kal ayf)(vevffai to. Brtpla ao^oi' o'l hk Alyvir- 
Ttoi <l)vye1v beiporaroi, k. t. \. " E Nilo nunquam nisi currentes 
lambitant, dum k crocodilis insidias cavent," adds the author of 
the Polyhistor. 

The Pannonian breed of Canes bellicosi, of high courage, were 
employed in actual war, as well as its mimicry the chase. 
Uaioves stand at the head of Oppian 's long catalogue, and, upon 



De Venatione 
L. I. 

Julian, de 
Nat. Animal. 
L. VI. t. 63. 

Polyhistor. 
c. XV. 
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his principle of omnifarious commixture, are recommended to be 
crossed with sagacious Cretans — 



Oppian. C jneg. 
L. I. 395. 



H. Fracastorii 
Alcun. 



Im/iiayeo Uatoji KprJTas. 

The "Veronese poet makes a twofold distinction of the dogs of 
Pannonia in his cynegetical effusion, entitled Alcon. In the 
first class, he places the Pannonii truces, as already cited, adapted 
for the chase of fierce prey; in the second, Pannonii agiles, for 
timid, innoxious quarry : 

Si veto parvos lepores, capreasque fugaces 
Malueris, timidosque sequi per devia cervos, 
Delige Pannonios agiles, volucresque Sicambrog. 



jEIian. Var. 

Hist. L. XIV. 

c. 46. 



The Pannonii truces are noticed. by Julius Pollux, and also 
their consimilars of Magnesia — both evidently of the Epirote 
breed. The former are also mentioned by Nemesian, Cyneg. v. 126. 

^lian characterizes the Magnesian war-hounds as <pojiepoi re, Kai 
aypioi, Kai evTV)(e'iv afielXiKToi ; and states that the horsemen of 
Magnesia,! in the Ephesian war, were each accompanied to the field 
with a Canis Venaticus, the dogs collectively first assaulting the 
enemy, backed by the pedestrian soldiers, and lastly by the cavalry; 
who did not charge till the canine warriors irpoTrribwvTes eraparTov rriv 
irapefi^oKriv, The Mdyyijres are merely named by the poet of Ana- 
zarbus, in his first Cynegetic, vs. 372. 

Of all the pugnacious dogs of the classic file, the most renowned 
were those bred on the continent of Epirus, and denominated, from 



De Nat. Anim. 
L. VII. 

C. XXXVII. 



Pliu. L. VIII. 
c. 40. 

J. Darcii 
Venusini 

Canes. 



1. Oi ^luiviptf irapoMovvres yiiynriTes. The same are mentioned by ^lian, in his 
work de Naturl. Animalium, in conjunction with the Hjrcanians, as being attended 
to battle by canine auxiliaries — Kai ^v ko) toCto avimaxui^v ayaShv axnots ks! ^i- 
Kovpuc6v. And Pliny, speaking of the Colophonii and Castabalenses, says they bad 
" cohoites canum — fidissima auxilia, nee stipendiorum indigna." 

His Colophoniacae (si vera est fama) phalanges 
Auxiliis, bostem valido fregire duello : 
Infaustoque olim cecidissent Caspia marte 
Agmina, ni tali defensa cohoite fuissent. 
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one of its principal districts, Molossian : of which Aristotle records 
two varieties, the one for ordinary hunting, the other for guarding 
flocks, houses, and property. The fabled origin of the breed is con- 
sistent with its high repute in the kennels of antiquity. For, on the 
authority of Nicander, we are told by Julius Pollux, that the Epi- 
rote was descended from the brazen dog, which Vulcan wrought for 
Jupiter, and animated with all the functions of canine life — 

KcA ^x^' ^"^cls Sapov ISwKC Alt. 



OnomaBt. 
L. V. 39. 



Of this Molossian prototype the fortunate proprietors were, suc- 
cessively, Europa, Minos, Procris, and Cephalus ; and, somehow or 
other, as he passed from kennel to kennel, amidst heroines and he- 
roes, or whilst in the temporary keeping of Diana, (who seemingly 
bestowed him on Procris,) he was metamorphosed into a wolf- 
greyhound, under the name and character of the Ovidian Laelaps. 
See Class rii. Vertragus. 

The prowess of the Canes Molossi rendered them most useful 
auxiliaries in the field of battle ; * and they were equally prized in 
the contests of the circus and amphitheatre. Their war praises are 
sung by the classic muse of Darcius, in a style worthy the purest age 
of Roman literature, nor are their other merits forgotten by this 
accomplished poet : 

Divers^ veniunt prsstantes dote Molossi 
Diveisi ingeniis, non omaibus omnia priestat 
Natura, at vario ludit discrimine moium, &c. 



J. Darcii 

Vennsini 
Canes. 



But our citations must be made from writers of an earlier date, and 
the character of these dogs derived from coeval, or at least original, 
sources. The attachment and fidelity of Epirotes to their masters 
formed a remarkable feature of their tribe — so much so, that Statins 
tells us the soldiers of Molossia wept over their faithful canine com- 
panions, slain in war : 



1. ^lian tells us of a war-dog, perhaps an Epirote, cvarpaTtdrriv iciva — wlio so DeNatur& 
distinguished himself with his Athenian lord at the battle of Marathon, as to be ■'inimalium 
honoured with an effigy on the same tablet with his master. t. xxxviii. 
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In Epiced. 
Pileti Ursi. 



Tiyphiodori 

'l\lov "UKaff. 

vs. 608. 



De Nat. Anim. 
L. III. c. II. 



gemit inter bella pereraptum 
Paribus equum, fidosque cau«s flevSre Molossi ; 

— a manifestation of kindly and affectionate feeling, of which their 
congeners of an earlier date, on the authority of Tryphiodorus, 
were totally unworthy : 

ol 8" iTyAoines 
kypla Kmrroiicvouru/ iir' avSpdffiv aSipovro 
VTj\4eSi oiiS' a\4yt^ov eohs epiovres &yaKTaS' 

In the capacity of dogs of war, they do not fall under my plan ; 
nor indeed as ohovpot, nor as fighters in the Venatio of the amphi- 
theatre, do they strictly come within this arrangement. On these 
points of their character the reader will find illustrative anecdotes in 
Julius Pollux, Pliny, and Solinus. 

As dogs of the chase-, their strength, size, and undaunted courage, 
enabled them to contend with the most terrific wild animals ;i and 
we are assured that the lion himself has been mastered by the dog of 
Epirus — the tiger, pard, panther, and boar, have yielded to him. 
The epithets applied to the Canis Molossus all indicate his fire 
and resolution. Jillian calls him OvfxiKitTaTos ; Virgil, " acreiiique 
Molossum," (Georg. ill.) ; and Seneca uses the same epithet, 
" teneant acres lora Molossos," (Hippolyt. Act I.) But there is 
much difference of opinion whether he was an open or close hound, 
when employed in the field.^ To the latter conclusion I am induced 
to accede from the following passage of Statins, 



1. For a fine representation of the Canis Molossna Venaticus, see De la Chansse, 
Museum Romanum, Tab. Lznr. and Montfaucon Antiquity ezpUqu^e, Chasse au 
Sanglier, Tom. iii. pi. 179. Several hunters are returning from the chase with the 
Magiscer Venationis, hearing in his hand a shield ; — a cart drawn by oxen conveys a 
dead boar, on which lies a huge dog apparently killed in the fray, and by the side 
walks a second hound of the type alluded to. See also the Venationes Ferarum of 
Stradanus and Galle, plate viii. and the Genii hunting, from Mafifei, at tie beginning 
of this Appendix, where a Molossian-like hound is on the point of seizing a wild 
boar. 

2. Lucan has "ora levis clamosa Molossi" — and Claudian •■ Molossi latrantes" — 
and into the error of his poetical predecessors Cardinal Adrian has fallen, iu his 
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muto legit arva Molosso Achill, L. ii. 

Venalor, vldeat donee sub frondibus hostem. 

On the trail of his game I believe him to have been a mute limier or 
limehound, (whence Savary's term echemythus,) and never to have Venationis 
opened until the quarry had started from its lair — being even at that Legesl^Lfi. 
time less noisy in his bark than the purely sagacious breeds. His 
silence or closeness is clearly indicated by Gratius, where he orders 
the yelping Etolian dam to be crossed with a Molossian sire, 

vanse tantum CaIj>donia linguse Cyneg. vs. 196. 

Exibit vitium patre emendata Molosso. 

Will not the praises of Lydia, of Martial's well-known epitaph, 
place her among the savage inmates of a Molossian kennel ? 

Amphitheatrales inter nuttita magistros Martial, 

Venatrix sylvis aspeia, blanda domi : l^P'g'- L. xi. 

fipigr- TO. 
L;dia dicebar domino fidissima dextra, 

Qui nan Erigones mallet habere canem, 
Nee qui Viclsek Cephalum de gente secutus 

Luciferas paiiter venit ad astra Deie. 
Non me longa dies, nee inutilis abstulit astas, 

Qualia Dulichio fata fulre cani : 
Fulmineo spumantis apri sum dente perenipta, 

Quautus erat Calydon, aut, Erymanthe, tuus. 
Nee queror infemas quamvis cito rapta sub umbras, 

Non potui fate nobiliore mori. 



Venatio ad Ascanium Cardinalem ; — as if the Molossi were remarkably latrant, 
whereas closeness of mouth was their more distinctive quality : unless indeed this 
Cardinal of St. Chrysogonus refer to two different sorts of Molossi, the one latrant, 
the other mate and sagacious : 

Deducunt alii canum phalanges. Poetaj Tres, 

Latrantes abeunt simul molossi P" 'J". Ed. Aid. 



Mox indaginis unicae sagaces : 

for he subsequently slips some boar-hounds, " per invia lustra musaitantes," and 
others again are distributed about the covert by the harbourers or huntsmen ; the 
latter being denominated " feros molossos.'' 

2 H 
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— her education and her quarry will, at least, assign her to the mus- 
ter-roll of our first class. 

But of the Canis Molossus Venaticus, enough ; — matchless as he 
was for stoutness, before Britain was discovered and its race of 
Canes bellicosi brought into competition with those of Epirus, he at 
last was compelled to yield the palm of ferocious hardihood to the 
British bull-dog, and to succumb to his superior prowess : 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 179. 



At magnum cum venit opus, promendaque virtus, 
Et vocat extreme prscepa discrimine Mavors, 
Won tunc egregios tantum admirere Molossos. 



Luciani 

Fugitivi. 

De Natura 



The second variety of the Epirote noticed by Aristotle, though 
out of the pale of this epitome, is worth recording from its classical 
associations, and because it possesses in an eminent degree the 
canine qualities lauded by Lucian, to (pvKanTinov, to olKovpiKov, Kal to 
<ptKobiairoTov — the " tarn fida custodia, tamque amans dominorum 
Deor. L. n. 63. adulatio, tantumque odium in .externos " of Cicero. To this I give 
the name of Canis Molossus Villaticus, and include under the title 
the ohovpos, otKofvXa^, iruXawpos, rpaireSevs, ostiarius, pastoralis, pe- 
cuarius, &c. ; names derived from the different uses to which the dog 
was applied. Let the Villae Custos of Columella be our type : — 
" amplissimi corporis, vasti latratilts canorique, ut prius auditu 
maleficum, deinde etiam aspectu terreat, et tamen nonnunquam, ne 
visus quidem, horribili fremitu suo fuget insidiantem,^ &c." — Here 
we place the sharp-toothed watch-dog of Hesiod's agricultural 
injunctions ; 



De Re Rust. 
L. VII. u. 12. 



Opera et Dies. 
vs. 602. 



(ko! xiva KapxapiSoma Ko/ieiv fi^ <pdSeo alrov 
fiij iroTC ff* 7jiiep6KOLTOS av^p ajrh xp^fJ-<xr* eXijTat,) 



Metamorph. — here, the " canes rabidos et immanes, et quibusvis lupis et ursis 



L. VIII. p. 553 



saeviores, quos ad tutelae prxsidia curios^ coloni fuerant alumnati," 



1. Refer to Surflet's translation of Slaison Rustique, good reader, if you have it, 
and smile at the portraiture of the watch-dog, the joint execution of my medical 
brethren, " Charles Stevens and John Liebault, Doctors of Physieke." C. 27. 
p. 168. 



APPENDIX. 



243 



of Apuleius ; — here, the pastoral dogs of Varro (Geopon. L. xix. 
c. I.) Fronto (Geopon. (L. xix. c. ii.) and Varro (De Re R. L. ii. 
c. IX.) ;i— and here too those, in general, of the poet of Syracuse, the 
canine guards of flocks and herds, so prettily alluded to, in the in- 
stance of Lampurus, by the goat-herd boy of the eighth Idyllium, 



fi.riS' oSIkei ju', Srt lUKxhs ii)V iroWallaiv S/iaprea. 
S tidfiirovpe niiev, ouVw PaObs Svms exei Tli ; 
ov xph KOificiffBiu ^aQi<i>s fflv irattl ve^ovra . . . 



Theocrit. Idyll. 
VIII, 63. 



and the milk -fattened ban-dog of Claudian, 



sic pastor obesum 
Lacte canem ferroque ligat, pascitque revinctum, 
Dum validus servare gregem, vigilique rapaces 
Latratu terrere lupos, &c. 



Claudian. in 

Eutropium. 

L. I. 



The notices in Homer of these dogs are numerous; (see Iliad. 
K. 183. /I. 302. p. 109.) and their watchfulness, as nightly centinels, 
is sung in classic hexameters by the poet of Venusium : 



Uberior tamen est illis, et fortior inde 
Laudis causa venit, molli quod tempora somno 
Fauca terunt, seu flammigero det luniina curru 
Fliiebus, seu niveas agitat Latonia bigas, 
Somnifero obliquum volvens jubar axe per orbem. 
Sed vigili doiniao cur^, laroque cadente 
Lumlne prospiciunt, et herilia murmure circum 
Claustra freraunt, ne sint nocturno pervia furi, 
Neve lupo, tut^que greges statione quiescant. 



J. Darcii 

Venusini 

Canes, 



Pitiscus tells us, on the authority of Eustathius, that it was cus- 



1. Tbe answer of the Canis Fastoralis (Eire (pwviievra ^vrh fua) to the dissatis- 
fied sheep is beautifully illustrative of his services in the economy of pastoral life : — iyii 
ydp fijMi d Kol iiittS ouTctr ffd^av, Strre idfre iirip i,v9p^iav icAeTrTcirfloi, iii\Te {mh \iKav 
apwi^eadai' ijrel u/iteJs ye, et itii iyi) irpotpvXiTToi/u ifias, o«5' hv vepteffOai SivaitrBe, 
tpoPoO/ieyat iJ.ii aviAiiffde — thereby making good his claim to a share of his master's 
food. 



Xenoplion 

Memorab. 

L. II. c. VII. 
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Pitisci Lexicon tomary with the ancients to have porter-dogs i — " moris erat atriensi- 
Antiqiut. ^j^g £^j.gg servari h canibus," — such were the irvKauipoi and Tpaireiijes 
of Homer, the attendants at the door of Telemachus, uiives irohas 
apyol, (Odyss. v. 144.) — the house-dogs of Patroclus, nine in num- 
ber — of whom two were slain, and offered on his funeral pile, (Iliad. 
\p'. 173.) and the Kvves wiitjoral of Priam — whose anticipated reckless 
laceration of his dead body — iroKiov re Kap-q, voKiov re yiveiov — by 
the irvXadipoi, is pleaded by the aged king to deter his ill-fated son 
from contending with Achilles. (Iliad, x- 69.) — Such too were the 
gemini custodes of Evander, which followed their rustic king to the 
dormitory of his Trojan guest. (JEneid. L. viii. 461.)^ 

As an attribute of the porter-dogs, speed was utterly unnecessary, 
though given to those of Telemachus, above cited : and that they 
generally possessed it not is implied, I think, in the question of 
Ulysses to Eumaeus, as to the character of the " unhoused, neg- 
lected " Argus ; 

Odyss. L. XVII. ov <rd(pa oTSa 

ei 8^ Kal rami's effKe 64eiv ^ttI eYSet T^Se, 
^ aiSras oToi re rpairef^es xCyes ^vSpwf 
yiyrnvr', ay\airis S' eveKfV noniovatv ivaxTes. 

Ulysses Aldrovandus, Spelman, and Ducange, have left us the 
many titles of the watch-dogs of the classic and middle ages, in their 
respective works. See Aldrovand. de Quad. Digit. Vivip. L, ir. 



1. Statues and pictures of ki!c« <ppovpoS6iioi were sometimes exhibited on the 
entrance doors, or walls of vestibules^ — of which kind were the dogs wrought of gold 
and silver by Vulcan for Alcinous, ASjua <pv\aaaeii.evai ixeyaXiiropos 'AAkii/iJoio— and 
the Canis Catenarius of Petronius Arbiter — " ad sinistram intrautibus non longe ab 
ostiarii cell^, canis ingens caten^ vinctus in pariete erat pictus, superqne quadrat^ 
liteia scriptum, CA VE CA VE CANEM." — Even Mercury himself was some- 
times there exhibited — upon the principle, I suppose, of setting a thi^ to catch a 
thief. 

2. Aristotle alludes to Porter dogs in his Nicomacliean Ethics, L. vii. c. vi. 
introducing them ia a very pertinent illustration of the difference between inconti- 
nency of anger, and incontinency as to pleasure : anger seems to listen to reason, 
though it does not hear it distinctly, &c. — xaBiirep ol Kiva, irph iTKe'i/'0<r9ot ei (pt\os, 
tiy n6vov i)/o0^(rp, iKaKTOvaiv oBtojs 6 Bvnis, Sih @epii6niTa k. t. K. 
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Canis Epitheta ; and the Glossaria of Spelman and Ducange. The 
title oiKofiiXa^, derived from the office of the animal, 

Sti ffov irponixeTUi Ka) ^uAttTTfi tV Bipav, 

occurs in a pretty epigram of the Locrian poetess on the picture of a 
Grecian lady ; but is there probably applied to a domestic pet, 

aalvoi keV it' ^iriSoiira koI i)lKO(piha^ aicv\dKttH'a 
SeffTTOivav /ji^eKdOpav olofieva TToBopyfy, 

To the " hylax in limine" of Virgil (Eel. viii.) — the " vigilum 
canum tristes excubiae " of Horace (L. ill. Od. 16.) — I need not 
refer ; nor indeed to the Catenarius of Seneca (de IrA, L. iii.), nor 
the liafiws of Artemidorus (Oneirocrit. L. ii, c. xi.) To say that 
all these passages afford instances of Molossian Canes custodes, 
would be going too far. They merely exemplify the use to which 
trusty, vigilant individuals of the pugnacious canine race were ap- 
plied, and the functions they performed, in the rural and domestic 
economy of Greek and Roman households. Horace, however, par- 
ticularly specifies Epirotes in the capacity of house-dogs — " domus 
alta Molossis Personuit canibus " — as if they were the usual custodes 
of patrician houses. For much of the point of his pretty fable rests 
on the sumptuousness of the town-house, wherein dwelt the city- 
mouse, joint-tenant with a biped lord, " in locuplete domo," the 
appointed place of rendezvous for the rustic friend. 

To the same tribe, for want of a more appropriate one, (unless the 
reader would place them on a Libyan or Egyptian file,) I assign the 
" exquisitior custodia" of Massinissa, the canine guardians in whose 
protection he deemed himself more safe than in that of his fellow- 
men ; 

Hoa Maurusiacus sibi Massinissa paravit 
Custodes, liominum 6dei diffisus, et isto 
Nan sibi conducto sua sceptra satellite cinxit. 



Aristoph. 
Vespse. 



Nossis 
Locrissa. Apud 
Poetaa Griecos 

Minores. 



Satir. L. n. 
S. Ti. vs. 114. 



J. Darcii 

Venusini 

Canes. 



" Parum fidei in pectoribus horainum reponens," says Valerius L. ix. c. 13. 
JMaximus, " salutem suam custodi^ canum vallavit.''^ 



1. On which the indignant historian observes with warmth, " quo tarn lale patens Valerii 

imperium ? quo tantus liberorum numerus? quo denique tam arct^ benevolenti^ Maximi L. ix. 
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But we are going beyond our prescribed bounds, and must return 
to our text-book, the Cynegeticon of the Faliscian ; who next intro- 
duces to notice the Canes bdlicosi of the British isles, a parent stock 
of native growth. We liave no information of any source from 
whence these could have been imported into Britain, and, as Strabo 
states that they were exported from thence into Gaul, it is inferred 
that they were indigenee. Whether the Canis hellicosus Anglicus 
of Aldrovandus, or the Canis Mastivus, omnium maximus, animosus 
Hist. Animal, ef ^Mg-na^ of Ray, be alluded to in the following lines of Gratius, 
is doubtful. Possibly the poet may include both breeds, as the ani- 
mal combats of the Roman amphitheatre were supplied by the Pro- 
curator Cynegii with the finest specimens of our war-dogs, without 
reference to minute distinctions ; 



De Quad. 
Digit. Vivip. 
L. III. c. VIII. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 174. 



Quid freta si Morinum, dubio refluentia ponto. 
Veneris, atque ipsos libeat penetrare Britannos ? 
O quanta est merces, et quantum impendia supra ! 
Si non ad speciem, mentiturosque decores 
Frotinus ; (haec una est catulis jactura Britannis.) 
At magnum cum venit opus, promendaque virtus, 
Et vocat extremo pra;ceps certaraine Mavors, 
Non tunc egregios tantiim admirere Molossos ! 



Their hardihood in seizing the bull is celebrated by Claudian in 
the well-known verse, 



De Laudibus 
Stilic. L. III. 



Magnaque taurorum fracturae coUa Britannae. 



In the early authentic record of the Canes Venatici of Britain 
by the royal sportsman, Edmund de Langley, three sub- varieties of 
our Canis hellicosus are enrolled, in addition to the mastiff : 

" Alaunt is a maner and natre of houndes and the good Alauntz 
0. XVI. fol. 67. ben the which men clepyn Alauntz gentil. Other there byu that 
men clepyn Alauntz ventreres. Other byn Alauntz of the bo- 
cherie.i 



IHasBter of 
(IKame. 



constricta Romana amicitia, si ad bsec tuenda nihil canino latratu ac morsu valentius 
duxit?" 
1. The duke considers alauntz primarily derived fiora Spain, not natives of 
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" Thei that ben gentile sbuld be made and shape as a grey- 
hounde evyfi of alle thinges sauf of the heved, the whiche shuld be 
greet and short," &c. " Commonly A launtz byn stordy of here 
owyn nature and have not so good witte as many other houndes , 
have. For if a man prik an hors the Alaunt wil gladly renne and 
bite the hors. Also thei renne at oxen and at sheep at swyne and 
to alle othere beestis or to men or to othere houndes for men hav 
seyn Alauntz sle her maystir, and in alle maner wise Alauntz byn 
inly fell and evel undirstondyng and more foolish and more sturdy 
than eny other maner of houndes," &c. 

" That other nature of Alauntz is clepid ventreres, almost thei 
bene shapon as a greyhounde of ful shap, thei hav grete hedes and 
greet lippes and greet eeris. And with such men helpeth hem at 
the baityng of a boole and atte huntynge of a wilde boor. Thei 
holde fast of here nature but thei byn hevy and foule and ben slayn 
with wilde boor or with the bulle and it is nat ful grete losse," &c. 

" The Alauntz of the bocherie is soch as ye may alle day see in 
good tonnes that byn called greet bochers houndis," &c. — " Thei 
byn good for the baytyng of the bulle and huntyng of the wilde 
boore whedir it be w'. greihoundis at the tryste or w'. rennyng 
houndis at abbay with inne the coverte," &c. 

The first and second of the above sub-varieties appear to have had 
some commixture of Celtic blood in their veins — indeed the name of 
Ventreres receives a ready solution in the Latin term Ventraha, by 
which the greyhound is designated, according to Barthius, in an 



imaBSter of 
(Same. 

:. XVI. fol. 67''. 



fol. 68. 



fol. 68''. 



Britain ; " As men clepyu greihoundes of England of Scotland and of Bretayn 
right so the alauntez and the houndes for the hawke cometh out of Spayn." 
Minsheu deduces Alani " a regione quadam Epyri, qu£B Albania dicitur, unde primum 
advecti creduntur hi canes." But they probably were bull-dogs in the common 
acceptation of the term. 

The reader will remember the Alauntes of Chaucer, on which Dry den has bestowed 
r^uvenescence under the type of greyhounds, attendants of "the surly king of 
Thrace :" 



Minshsi 

Emendat. 

p. 461. 



Ten brace, and more, of greyhounds, snowy fair, 

And tall as stags, ran loose, and cours'd around his chair; 

A match for pards in flight, in grappling for the bear. 



Falamon and 
Arcite. B. 3. 
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ancient MS. of Gratius, where the more usual reading is Vertraha — 
(Veltracha.) 

Viewing the " caues gravioribus aptae morsibus" of Britain to 
contain only two principal indigenous sub-varieties, the bull-dog 
may be adduced as an animal of the most ferociously brutal aspect, 
and most invincible courage in the creation .^ The mastiflF surpasses 
his congener as much in size, as he is inferior to him in ferocity .^ 
See Caius de Canibus Britannicis. 

To these truculent dogs, evfve'is irpos Kvvriyeaias, according to 
Strabo (L. iv.), as well as resolute in war, our rude ancestors were 
beholden for the destruction or expulsion of beasts of prey from these 



Cuvier Regn, !• I' l^^s been observed by an eminent living naturalist, that the cerebral capacity of 
Animal. the bull-dog is sensibly smaller than of any other race : and it is doubtless to the 
decrease of the encephalon that we must attribute his inferiority to all others, in 
every thing relating to intelligence. He is scarcely capable of any education, and is 
fitted for nothing but ferocious combat. In the ancient translation of Caius's 
libellus by Holinshed, this savage brute is sketched to the life, as " an huge dogge 
stubbome, ougly, eagre, burthenous of body (and therefore but of little swiftnesse,) 
terrible and feareful to behold, and more fearse and fell then any Archadien curre." 
Nor is our estimate of his might in conflict weakened by Raphael's statement that 

Description of " alone and wythout anye help at al, he pulled downe first an huge beare, then a 
Britaine. parde, and last of al a lyon, each after other, before the Frenche King in one day." 

' ' ' ' 2. Amongst the coins of Cunobelin is a representation of a dog, probably of this 
Peffge in o r j 

Archffiolog. native variety, tall enough, according to Pegge, and of sufScient strength " to carry 
vs. X. p. 156. a lady." And in Thoresby's Museum is a British coin " exhibiting a dog under a 

man on horseback." (p. 338. 
iMagBter 0( The mastiff is at present principally used in this country as a watch-dog ; and such 
(Esnw. appears to have been his vocation of old. "His office is for to kepe his raaistre's 

beestis," says Duke Edmund, " and his maistre's hous. and it is a good nature of 
houndis for thei kepen and defenden at her power al her maister goodes. thei byn of 
cherlich nater and of foule shap &c." — " ther byn many good for men that liunten 
for profit of housold as for to gete fflesh. Also of maystifs and of alauntis ther byn 
many good for the wilde boor ;" — but " it is of no greet maistrie ne of grete redynes 
the huntyng that thei do for here nature ys not tendre nosed in harde nor in sandy 
nor in dusty grounde.'' For the etymology of the term mastiff, the reader is referred 
to Dr. Caius, Minsheu, Skinner, and Holinshed — and for that of ban-dog, a variety 
of the same, to Skinner in voce. The Mandaiarius, Sarchtarius, Defensor, &c. of 
Caius, the custos curtis, pastoralis, porcarilius, ursuritius, caienatus, &c. of Spel- 
man and others, are all probably Canes Mastivi. 
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islands. The wolf and the wild boar yielded to their prowess ;'^ 
and they are thence sometimes called Canes luporarii in ancient 
tenures. 

Having mentioned the bellicosi of Molossia and Britain in verses 
already cited, Gratius compares others to them in the sequel ; 



Blount's 
Ancient 
Tenures. 



Comparat his versuta suas Athamania fraudes,^ 
Acyrusque,^ Phera3que,'' et clandestinus Acarnan. 
Sicut Acamanes subierunt prseliafurlo, 
Sic canis ilia suos tacituma supeivenit hostes. 



Cyneg. vs. 182. 



1. The existence of these noxious beasts of prey, in the sylvan fastnesses of our 
islands, is too well authenticated by ancient records to be doubted. 



Foure manere bestis of Venere there are : 

The fyrste of they ra is the harte : the seconde is the hare. 

The boore is one of tho : the wulfe and not one mo. 



Book of 
St. Alban's. 



On referring to Blount's ancient tenures, we find many estates held per serjantiam, 
whereby the possessor was con}pelled to furnish these dogs for the destruction of 
wolves. See A. T. p. l5. p. 52. p. 60. p. 94. " But Almighty God be thanked," in 
the ejaculatory language of Sir Thomas Elyot, " in this lealme be no such cruel 
beastes at present to be pursued !" 

See Wase's Illustrations, c. vi. " of the Styles of Hunting different from the 
English, both Antique and Forreigne." 

Mr. Ritson, in a posthumous work on the Celts, has left it on record that " the 
Britons, in the last decade of the eighteenth century, made use of Spanish dogs in a 
war with the Maroon negroes ; having no longer any of their own fit for the pur- 
pose." 

2. In Pliny's animated description of the Indian or Albanian dog's assault, we ob- 
serve the crafty wiles or/raudes of the Illyrian and Acarnanian breeds. " Horrentibus 
quippe per totum corpus villis, ingenti primum latratu intonuit : mox inruit assultans, 
contraque belluam exurgens hinc et illinc artifici dimicatione qua maxime opus asset, 
iiifestans atque evitans, donee assidu^ rotatum vertigine afflizit." Indeed all the bel- 
licosi thus attack their prey — but generally in silence. The Indian was latrant, it 
seems, the Acarnanian mute. 

Athamania, called also Illyricum, bordered on Thessaly and Acarnania. 

3. Acyrus, says Wase, is " suspicious of corruption ;" which Gronovius proposes 
to amend by reading Epirus, Vlitius substitutes Taygetus, and Heinsius Argivus. 

4. Phetffi was situate between Demetrias and Fharsalus in Thessaly, near the lake 
Utebe — infi, o-jcomV Speos XaAKwSovloio. I am not aware of the dogs of these several 
places being mentioned by any other author. Pheras was probably celebrated for its 
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J. Vlitii These were perhaps very cunning and savage varieties of the dog of 
Novantiqua. Laconia, and classed in consequence by the poet with the family of 
pugnaces ; though more properly belonging to that of nare sagaces. 
The words of Gratius are of doubtful signification, and the passage 
Wase'a may be corrupt. He either means, as the British dogs excel in 
Gratius. courage, so do the Athamanian in cunning — which is his usual anti- 
thetical mode of stating opposite qualities — or else, as the British 
dogs surpass the Molossian in stoutness, so they equal the Athama- 
nian, Thessalian, and Epirote in subtlety. This interpretation 
accords with the known properties of the British bull-dog. It is 
singular that dogs of two districts, Acarnania and Etolia, adjoining 
each other, and only separated by the river Achelous, should have 
been of such opposite qualities — the former so mute, the latter, in 
the sportsman's phrase, so open. 



L. 



CANES VENATICI. Class II. 

CANES SAGACES. 

Claudian. de Ba nare sagaces. 

Laud. Stilicon. 

The multitudinous varieties of this class have one common quality, 
by which they are united in the same family, and which Gratius 
terms " venandi sagax virtus," diversified in its phenomena, and 
operative under great dissimilarity of external shape.^ 



breed of game ; for, being one of the man; haunts of Dian, it bestowed on the God- 
dess the local name of Fberaea : 

Callimacb. H. IIiJtwo, jiovvvxhi, \ifievo(rK6ire, x^'p'i *fpo''). 

in Dian. 



vs. 259. 



1. This class appears to answer to the second of M. F. Cuvier, having the head 
and jaws shorter than those proper to our third class of pedibus celeres, but not so 
much truncated as in the canes beUicosi. The parietal bones, in such types as are 
supposed to resemble those of antiquity, do not approach each other above the tem- 
poral fossae, but widea so as to enlarge the cerebral cavity of the forehead. 
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Of the larger and more powerful varieties the type is given by 
Xenophon in the third and fourth chapters of his Cynegeticus, and 
by Julius Pollux in the fifth book of his Onomasticon : — that of 
the smaller and more nimble sorts will be found hereafter in the 
examples of the Canis Petronius of Gratius, and the Canis Agassaeus 
of Oppian. The names of the hounds, principally derived from the 
countries of which they were supposed to be indigenous, have been 
already enumerated. Their mode of hunting is faithfully struck off 
by the Latin poet of the Halieutica, a fragment of disputed author- 
ship, heretofore attributed to Ovid, but latterly to Gratius : 

Quee nunc elatis rimantur naribus auras, 

£t nunc demisso quserunt vestigia rostro, 

Et pioduDt clamore feram, doiuinumque vocando 

Increpitant. Quern si collatis efTugit armis, 

Insequitur tumulosque canis camposque per omnes. 

In our descriptions of the pugnacious class, we followed, where 
able, the order of the ¥aliscian's Cynegeticon, — filling up lacunae, 
when apparent, from extraneous sources; but, in the present class, 
we have no such text-book by which to regulate our progress, and 
must be beholden to the Greek and Latin Cynegetica, collectively, 
for an arrangement of the individuals of this class in such sequence, 
as the scale of their importance in the kennels of antiquity may seem 
to j ustify. And first, and foremost, we place the well-known hound 
of Lacedajmon. 

The Spartan dog, in its two varieties of Castorian and Foxite, was 
employed by Xenophon for the common purposes of hunting.! The 
KaoT(!piqi were so called on Kaaruip fiadels tw epyif fxaXiara auras 8ie- 
^liXa^ei' ; or, in the words of the Onomasticon, because they were 
KaCTropos Opififiara, 'AiroWivvos to iwpov. 



Halieutic. 
vs. 100. 



Xenophon 
Cjneg. c. III. 

Pollucis 

Onomast. L. v, 

u. V. 39. 



Nonni 

Dionysiac. 

L.xvi. 



The oKunreicibes had their name bwrt Ik kvvSv icai aXunreKuiv iyevov- ^°' w"^g* 



1. Perhaps Xenopbon's Tct Se y4vTj twv kvvwv eirrl SiffcA may not have so confined 
an application as here stated. The KaTrdptai and aXurmKitts may comprehend all 
the Canes Venatici of the Athenian's day collectively — at least all such as were used 
by him in hare-huating at Scillus. 
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to; Castor, according to Nicander, having united the dog to the 
fox, and produced a hybrid sort of sporting hound of great repute. 



Natalis Comes 
de Venat. L. i. 



Hist. Animal. 
L. IX. c. 1. 



Oratio xxvii. 



Castorides venatori gratlssima turba. 

But as if Castor and Pollux, being twin brothers, born uh'tvi fiifj, 
(ApoUon. L. I.) possessed a common identity, the honour of having 
first initiated the canine race in the pursuit of game, is indifferently 
awarded to both. Oppian, we have already seen, bestows it on 
Pollux, and Xenophon on Castor — " ovo prognatus eodem." Ari- 
stotle considers all the Canes Laconici to be of the sort called aXaiire- 
Ktbes — not that they were all sprung from the fox and dog, but were 
fox-like in appearance : — and on the same authority, we hold that 
the bitches of a Spartau kennel were superior to the dogs — Aaxat- 
vai Kvves al d^Xeiai €V(pvitTT€pai tUv appevwv eial. 

Although the eloquent compiler of the Cynegeticus distinguishes 
his harriers, as above stated, into Castorian and Foxite hounds, he 
notes no characteristic peculiarities in either : but Themistius, the 
Paphlagonian philosopher, induces us to believe that each possessed 
the distinctive features of a particular family — erepov fxkv koKKos 
KaiTTopibbiv Kvvbiv, ircpov ie &\<i)TieKi8ii>v, Vlitius's fanciful emenda- 
tion of the text of the Onomasticon has led him into an error, and 
produced the monstrous birth of a third variety, which he ascribes to 
Julius Pollux, called aXuireKiKaaTopes ; but which that learned man's 
work will not admit. 

Of the whole Spartan tribe the swiftest, perhaps, were the Kvvoaov- 
pl&es of Callimachus — deriving their name from Cynosura of La- 



Statii 
Thebaid. L. iv. 



Dives etOrchomenos pecorum, et Cynosura ferarum. 

They were the gift of the Arcadian God Pan to Diana, and pos- 
sessed sagacity of nose equal to their speed of foot :^ 



1 . With some of tbe descendants of the KwoffovplSfs, the latrant sagacious Lacouni 
of the modern Votizza, Mr. Hohliouse reports that he enjoyed the sport of coursing 
with his Grecian host in the Morea. See Journey through Albania, Letter 

XVII. 
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iirri, 8° ISuKe Callimach. H. 

6dff(rovas aipduv KwoaovplSas, a'l pa S<(S|ai 
&Kvnai v€$pois re Kal ov ^iiovra Kayoibv^ 
Ko! Koirriv ihdipoio, Kol Bffrpixos tvBa KaMai 
ffriixrjvat, not ^opxhs iv' ix'tov riyi\aaiT9a,i . , . 

— and near a-kin to them, we may suppose, if not of the same blood, 
were the brace presented by the worshipful Agrotera to her much- 
favoured Cyrene : 

— BriprjTTJpe Siu Kive, to7s Ivi Koipr/ Ejusil. vs. 207.- 

'Ti|iijtj irapck TlJjitjSoy 'Ii^Akiov liifiop' iiSKov. 

But of fable, enough — The Spartan's shape, qualities, and style of 
hunting, singly and in pack, are fully described by Xenophon in the 
third, fourth, and sixth chapters of his Manual. The quarry is here 
that of which the Athenian was most enamoured, viz. the hare, — with 
which the woods and parks of his Scilluntian retreat abounded. But 
for the boar-chase the hound of Lacedaemon is also employed. To 
the Indian, Cretan, and Locrian dogs, the sportsman, who would Xenophon de- 
successfully combat the savage boar, must add the choicest indivi- 
duals of the Spartan kennel. And in this chase, he will find one of 
the latter hounds most useful as a limier,^ to follow up the trail to 
the boar's couch in silence, and then, with the rest of the pack, to 
bay the started quarry : 

Fulraineus seu Suartanis latratibus actus, ^''" ,^**''?j ^^ 

„ , J.J- ,. 2'i'> bello 

Cum sylvam occursu venanlun) perdidit, hirto Punico L. i. 

Horrescit seevus dciso, et postrema capessit 

Prfelia, candentem mandens aper ore cmoiem : 

Jainque g»raens gemiuum contra venabula torquet, 

Julius Pollux, on the authority of Nicander, has transmitted to us Onomastic.. 
subordinate varieties of the Spartan, entitled TWeweZairfe* from Mene- 
laus, Harmodii from Harmodius, and others from other persons, and 
places of inferior note. Virgil applies the epithets Taygetan to the 



1. A limehound — r) Se Kutui' 4t!\ rb ttoAii a(|>i'|ETai TcJirov iXiiSt) Ixviiovau, . ., — Xenophon de 

(TreiSckf 8" 0(/)//c»)toi eVl ttJv div^v, too/crei, K. T. X. Venat. ex. 
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Propert. L. II. race, from the " juga longa Taygeti " which traverse Laconia, a 
favourite resort of the Sylvan Goddess : 



Virgil. Georg. 
L. III. 43. 



vocat ingenti clamore Cithasron, 
Taygetique canes : 



Ejnsdem 
vs. 343. 



and Amyclean, from the birth-place of Castor and Pollux : 

omnia secum 
Armentarius Afer agit, tectumque laremqne, 
Armaque Amjclaeumque canem, Cressamque pharetram; 



Bulletin 
Universel. 



Pliilosoph. 

Transact. 

Vol. 77. p. 24. 



a local epithet also found in a supposed fragment of Pindar, cited 
by Plutarch, Quaest. Conviv. ix. 15. 748. and admitted amongst the 
Fragmenta ex Hyporchematibus. Vol. ii. of Heyne's edition. (Oxon. 
1807.) 

But a few words, before we proceed farther, on the lineage of the 
oKiatreKihes. 

Modern naturalists, with the exception of Mons. Desmoulins, are 
pretty generally agreed that the Canis aureus is the real origin of 
the domestic dog. And if so, being a nativp of Asia Minor, and 
of a dirty fulvous colour, may we not suppose him to have been the 
cross, from which the foxite hounds of Xenophon were bred ? The 
latter had more or less of a ferine aspect, and fulvous colour, 
softened down by the admixture of hair of a different hue about the 
muzzle. Still tawny was.the predominant colour — "fulvus Lacon," 
(Hor.) 

Mr. Hunter denies the existence of a genuine foxite, as the dog 
and fox are of different species, and will not produce together. 
Guldenstadt allows the jackal may be the Thos of Aristotle. May 
he not also be the Thos of Gratius, and " Cat o' mountaine "^ of his 
translator ? May not Hagnon's pack,^ 



riustrations of '• -^ *^'^™ borrowed, according to Mr. Douce, from the Spaniards, who call the wild 
Shakspeare. cat gato-montes. 

' ■ "■ ' 2. Hagnon Astylides — as the Cretans used aymi', according to Hesychius, for 
&yea>, S ar/vZv may stand for & Kvvi]y6s. See Wernsdorf, Excursus iii. ad Gratii 
V. 215. Poetffi Latini Minores, Tom. i. p, 242. 
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derived from a Thoan cross, and other such semiferous commixtures, 
be founded in fact ? 



Hie et semifeiam Tboum de sanguine prolem 

Finxit. Non alio major sua pectore virtus, 

Seu n6rit voces, seu nudi ad pignora Maitis. 

Thoes commisBos (clarissima fama) leones 

Et BubiSre astu, et parvis domufere lacertis. 

Nam genus exiguum, et pudeat quam informs fateri 

Vulpin^ specie, &c. 

May not these possible tales have given currency and belief to the 
supposed, impossible, fictitious, engendering of the fox and dog, and 
the breed of semi-wild iXuireKihes ? — Aristotle says roundly, when 
animals resemble each other in size, outward character, and time of 
gestation, they may breed together ; and that it positively happens 
with the dog, fox, and wolf — ol 8^ Owes, says the Stagirite also, 
ofioiws KvioKOVTai Tois Kvai, Kni TtKTovai TvcjAa, ic. T. \. — and therefore, 
by his own canons, may engender with dogs. Galen, Hesychius, 
and Gesner, seem to allow the possibility of vulpi-canine issue : 
Caius accounts for such a birth by the " pruriens libido" of the 
parties concerned : i even Bluraenbach and Desmoulius, on the 
authority of others, have given credency to it. Pennant reports a 
case of prolific engendering of the fox and dog, on the word of an 
Oxfordshire woodman ; and Daniel cites a second in London. 
Hunter, who assumed nothing in natural history of doubtful cha- 
racter as fact, till he had put it to the test, denies this cross, d priori, 
not from actual experiment ; for he did not live to make the trial. 
The former crosses he fully established : see Phil. Trans. Vol. 77. 



Ejusdem 
vs. 253. 



Pennant's 
Quadrupeds. 

Dauiel's 
Field-Sporls. 
Vol. I. p. 12. 



I. Caius's love of the marvellous in natural history surpasses (considering the age 
in which he lived) that of ^lian and Albertus Magnus. Under the heads of Urcanus 
and Lacaena, this credulous correspondent of the acute Conrad Gesner notes, seem- 
ingly in good earnest, that the former is the offspring of the Canis Catenarius and bear, 
the latter of the dog and fox, " quos, licet inimicos, pruriens tamen libido sffipe ita 
hie conjungit, ut alibi solet." The truth, however, of the latter maybe doubted, after 
the impossibility of the former. 



J. Caii 
de Canibus 
Brit. Libell. 
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May not Ovid be supposed to allude to the cross of the Thos and 
dog, and to exemplify it in the individual of Actaeon's pack whom 
he calls Thous ? 



Ovid. Metam. 

L. 111.220. 

Cyneg. L. m. 

vs. 336. 



Philosoph. 

Transactions. 

Vol. 77. 



Et Thous, et Cyprio velox cum fratre Lycisca. 

The fanciful origin of Oppian's Thos from the wolf and panther, oOev 
Kparepofpova 0S\n, baffles all elucidation. 

Let the oKtoTreKibes, then, be considered as possible hybrids, 
the produce of authenticated crosses. ' The wolf, jackal, and 
dog, all differ but little. " The dog himself," says Mr. Hunter, 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 259. 



Theocriti 
Idyll. I. vs. 110. 



Cowper's Task. 
B. V. 



1. We may suppose the far-famed hound of Sparta, the foxite harrier, '' vulpin^ 
specie," not very unlike the prick-eared, or at least semi-pendulous-eared lurcbei of 
modern days, employed by a poaching shepherd to guard his flock, and too often to 
catcli at force, Karck Tr6Sas, his master's liares, or drive them into the wily laqueus or 
snare : 

Kol TTTuKos piWeh Kal Bripia t* &K\a ^u^Ket. 

Shaggy, and lean, and shrewd, with pointed ears, ' 

And tail cropp'd short, half lurcher and half cur ; 



Hor. Od. L. 
Ode VI. 



he is too well known by his depredations in the hare-warren to need a fuller delinea- 
tion. 

Janus Vlitius considers the Spartan a long-eared hound, and proposes to read Sra 
fiaxpa instead o[ /uKpa in Xenophon's minute description of the type of excellence in 
this breed : but Horace's " aure sublat^" would rather favour the notion that the ear 
was small and pricked up in pursuit of game, as we see in lurchers, and such-like 
poachiog tikes : 

Nam quails aut Molossus, aut fulvus Lacon, 

Arnica vis pastoribus, 
Agam per altas aure sublatS, nives 

Quscunque prjecedet fera. 



on which Dacier observes, " plus les chiens sont conrageux, plus ils dressent les 
oreilles en courant ;" a quality for which a prick-eared sharp-scented lurching cur 
might be praised — which is characteristic of the Molossus, but odious in the genuine 
well-bred greyhound, with which the " veloces catuli" euid "fulvus Lacon" of the 
contemporary poets of Rome have been ignorantly identified by monkish an- 
notators. 
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" may be the wolf tamed, and the jackal may probably be the dog 
returned to his wild state." 

All animals having been originally wild, the more a specific class 
may differ from its prototype in appearance, the further it is removed 
in consequence of variation arising from cultivation. Where dogs 
have been least cultivated, they still retain most of their original 
character, or similarity to the wolf or jackal, both in shape and dis- 
position. Thus the shepherd's dog, all over the world, has strongly 
the character of these wild animals^ — ^and so I have no doubt had 
the dog of Laconia. 

The wild dogs of modern travellers, as found in Congo, Lower 
.Slttiiopia, and towards the Cape of Good Hope, somewhat resemble 
the Spartan type. They are stated to be '•' greyhound-like in shape, 
red-haired, with upright ears, rough tails, and extremely fierce." 
The Dingo of Australasia, and Dhole of the East Indies, look very 
like aXiowedies, The North and South-American half-reclaimed 
varieties have the elongated jaws of the semi-barbarous breeds, and 
tend to prove from their general shape, their character of counte- 
nance, their quick manner, and pricked and erect ears, identity of 
species in the dog, wolf, and jackal. 

But on this subject enough : — let us now return within the pale 
of the kennel of Lacedaemon. The true Spartan dogs of the olden 
time were strong, swift, and courageous ; and barked on scent of 
their game. We know that they were strong, on the authority of 
Ovid's " praevalidusque Lacon ;" and swift, from Virgil calling 
them " Veloces Spartae catulos," and Pindar alluding to the same 
excellence in the fragment beginning 

dir!) Toi)7tTou ii€V ^S,Kaivaii Apud Athenaei 

eVl ftipo-l iciva TpexeiK trvKivdraTov kfmer6v. eipnosop . 

C 21. 

Still their speed, like that of the Etolian of Gratius, was of a quali- 
fied character, and very much below the Vertragus. 

Their strength and courage recommended them to shepherds and 
herdsmen, as guardians of their flocks — the goatherd Lacon's dog, 
from his venatico-pastoral cast, being probably, of this variety. 

x' aiiiv ivri uirny ipiKmoinyios, ts K<ikos fi^x*'' Theocriti Idyll. 

tiv T# iraiSl SiSuiu fk Bnpla irdvTtt StdKfv. ^- "*6. 

2 K 
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Virgil. Georg. 
L. III. 404. 



Ejusdem 
vs. 409. 



Sophoclis Ajac, 
Flagell. vs. 7. 



Virgil enjoins feeding the Spartan and Molossian on fattening 
whey, for the safe custody of cattle ; 

Veloces Sparte catulos, acremque Molossum 
Pasce sero pingui : nunquam cnstodibus illis 
Nocturnum stabulis furem, incursusque luporum, 
Aut impacacos a tergo horrebis Iberos . . . 

and briefly runs through the ordinary chases in which the canine 
tribe generally are used ; 

Saepe etiana cursu timidos agitabis onagros ; 
£t canibus leporem, canibus venabere damas. 
Ssepe volutabris pulsos sylvestribus apros 
Latratu tuibabis agens : montesque per altos 
Ingentem clamoie premes in retia ceivum. 

The trailing quality of the Spartan, and keenness of scent,^ Plato 
refers to, in his Parmenides — dairepye al AaKuivai (rcwXaKes fteTaOeis 
Kai Ixveveis to. \e)(divTa, (Zeno Socrati) — and Sophocles in the 
prologue of the Ajax Flagellifer, where the wily son of Laertes, 
tracking the murderous maniac, Alavri r^ aaKea<j>6pa, is likened 
to a sharp-nosed Spartan hound, 

eS Se ff" iK<j>epei 
mvhs i^axahiis Sxttis eipivos fiiffis. 

Homer's kindly and vivid description of the hunting excellencies 
of the faithful Argus, his keenness of sight and smell, and speed of 
foot, would lead us to place him amongst the swiftest of the saga- 
cious class : and where can we assign him a more honourable station 
than in a Spartan kennel ? — I am aware some ancient Greek writer 
(to whom I have lost my clue of reference) considers this far-famed 
hound an isolated variety of no particular family — ojuws ^ fiais cat 
ev &\Kois Kal ^Trairi tottois iiaaireipei Kuvas ayadovs, ottoios ris Ka\ 6 



1. This quality Aristotle justly attributes to the length of the nostrils of the 
Spartan hound, affording a more extensive surface for the distribution of the minute 
branches of the olfactory nerves — Scaip oi //.VKTripes naKpol, oTov twi' Askui'ikwi', 
6iT<l>pavTiKi. 
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"Apyos — not reducible within the pale of a general classification 
founded on geographical distribution ; but he has evidently all the 
characteristic qualities of a genuine Spartan, and I never heard of 
any breed peculiar to Ithaca. 



"Apyos 'OSviT<nios TttXairi^povos, '6v pi. tot' ainhs 
9pe^e fi^v, oiS i,Tr6virro' irdpos 8' ei's 'Wiov Ipi/v 
^■Xyr*^* ■''^^ 5e iripoiQev ^ylueiTKoy vioi &vdp£S 
atyas iir' hyporipas, iiS\ vp6iias, ^8^ \ayaois. 

Bred by Ulysses, nourish'd at his board, 
But ah ! not fated long to please his lord ! 
To him his swiftness and his strength were vain ; 
The voice of glory call'd him o'er the main. 
Till then in every sylvan chase renown'd. 
With Argus, Argus, rung the woods around ; 
With him the youth pursued the goat or fawn, 
Or traced the mazy lev'ret o'er the lawn. 



Odyss. L. XVII. 
292. 



Pope's 

Odyssey. 

B. XVII. 348. 



The answer of Eumaeus, in which he fondly dilates on the prowess 
of the old dog in the better days of his youth, throws farther light 
on his supposed connexion with a Spartan kennel : 



oh flip ydp Ti tpiy^ffKe /3a06t^s ^ivOeaiv V\7is 
KvtiSttAov Stti if8oiTo' Kol txvecri yip Trepip'Srj ... 



Odyss. L. XVII. 
316. 



— evidently showing that he ran on sight of his game as well as scent : 
for the common reading "ihono is preferable to the hloiro of Eusta- 
thius, and is followed by Pope in his inimitable translation : 



Oh ! had you seen hira, vig'rous, bold and young. 
Swift as a stag, and as a lion strong ; 
Him no fell savage on the plain withstood, 
None 'scaped him, bosom'd in the gloomy wood ; 
His eye how piercing, and his scent how true. 
To wind the vapour in the tainted dew ! 



Pope's 

Odyssey. 

B. XVII. 380. 



A Spartan huntsman might value such omnifarious qualifications ; 
but we cannot allow such a hound, el h^ koI tu-^vs eaice Bieiv, within 
the precincts of a coursing kennel, where speed and keen-sightedness 
are essential properties, according to the modern canons of the leash ; 
but to stoop to " the tainted green " with the sagacity of a harrier. 
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See Scott's or even of a Caledonian deer-hound, of which Argus has been 
a Scene at deemed a prototype, invalidates the claim to ehyeveta in the breed.^ 
Abbotsford. Diana having been particularly worshipped in Crete,^ 



Ovid. Fast. 
L. in. 



Pallada CecropiaS, Minoi'a Creta Dianam, 
Vulcanum tellus Hypeipiliea, colit, .. . 



De Natar^ 
Animal. L. in. 

C. II. 

De Venat. 
c. III. 



we naturally look for a race of dogs deriving a local name from her 
favourite isle. And, accordingly, connected with the last-mentioned 
tribe of Canes Venatici, we have the Cretan and Carian, powerful, 
quick-scented, nimble hounds ; whom it would be wrong unnaturally 
to dissever, as having no marked physical peculiarities. Indeed 
from their parity of character, and supposed identity of origin, the 
hounds of Crete, and its neighbouring continent of Caria, have gene- 
rally been united in one family. 

^lian describes the Kvtiiv Kpf/aaa Kovtfiri, koi 5\rncj), cat opeipaaiats 
avvTpo(j>os. By Seneca the Cretans are called pugnacious — " pug- 
naces Cressse;" and by Claudian, wire-haired — " Hirsutaeque 
fremunt Cressae." Arrian, when speaking of the Segusian hounds of 



J. Darcii 

Veiiusini 

Canes. 



1. To Darcius of Venusium we owe the following description of the ardour of the 
Spaitan pack ; 

Inde suos etenim Lacedsemon Achaica laudat, 
Assueti quoniam sylvis, cupidique ferarum 
Pr2ecipiti fervore ruunt, perque invia lastra, 
Convallesque cavas, et sentibus honida duris 
Atva, et vulnificis dumeta rigentia spinis 
Dente rotant preedas, indefessique sequuntur 
Quod semel emissum est. Illos non obvius amnis 
Vicinos dirimens sinauso gurgite colles, 
Sistit, nee rapidos lato tenet obice cursus. 
Et licet assiduo frangantur anbela boatu 
Ora, trahantque ffigros afflictis viribus arlus, 
Assequier tamen est animus, &c. 

Solini 2. Solinns and Pliny, while they admit the religious adoration of Diana by the 

c. XI ' "**"fi8 of Ciete, deny to the soil many of the common beasts of chase. " Ager 
CreticuB," says the former naturalist, " sylvestrium caprarum copiosus est, cervo 
eget. Lupos, vulpes, aliaque quadrupedum noxia nusquam educat." 
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Celtica, their unsightly aspect, their noisy howl, and extraordinary 
sagacity of nose, indirectly proves the speed and keen-scentedness of 
the Carian and Cretan. Oppian enjoins the hound of Crete to be 
crossed with that of Pannonia, and the Carian, as if diflFerent, with 
the Thracian, 

ivin'iiTyeo tlaloffi Kpriras, Cyneg. L. i. 

KapasQpvlKiois... "'• ^^*' 

but, it is probable, the Pannonian and Thracian resembled each 

other as much as the Cretan and Carian. 

Two sub-varieties are recorded by Julius Pollux under the titles of 

iiawovoi and 7r(ipi7r?roi : — the former so called from their bustling, 

indefatigable character — ras vvKvas raU fi^ipais kv rais jrpos rii 6qpia Pollacis 
, , . , ^ Onomast. 

fiay(ais eniKafipaveiv, Kai noWuKis TapevvaaOivTas rots drjplois fied' L. v. t. v. 

fl/xepav ap-}(£a8ai Tt/s (ta'^i ; the latter, from their running at the 

horse's 'side — rols lirvois avvQiovaiv ovre irpoQeovres cure firfv airoXenro- 

fxevoi, 

Cecropius catulus est quem dixgre parippum. Natalia Comes 

de Venat. L. i. 

To these the courser of Nicomedia adds a third sub-variety, seem- 
ingly produced by the union of the former two — al biuTrovoi airo rov Arriani 

J , . > . . V , ^ - ,,, s , ,,,,,- .1 de Venat. 

^lAOTTOpeiv , Kai at irafxai airo rov o^etos, xai at fiiKrai a?r afujioiv ; tne ^._ jjj_ 

irajuat probably answering to the irapiiriroi of the philologist. On the 
authority of Arrian, we conclude the Cretan and Carian modes of Ejusdem 
hunting to have been the same as generally practised in Greece — such "' "' 

as are described at large by the elder Xenophon in his Cynegeticus. 
See Meursii Opera, Tom. iii. c. vii. Creta. 

Though not used by the elder Xenophon in the common hare- 
chase, the Cretans are recommended for boar-hunting, and were 
sometimes employed in pursuit of deer. 

Incert. Aucfor 
Kpt,<rav. Kiuv iKdfoio kot ix"""' "P«M« yipym— ^pud Stephani 

Schediasm. 

How beautifully is their style of hunting described by the poet •'••=• ^^"* 

Varius, " Maeonii carminis ales," in the fragment preserved by Hor. Lib. i. 

1 ■ I Od. VI. 

Macrobius ! 

Seu canis umbrosam lustrans Gortynia vallem, Varius apud 

Si veteris poterit cervae coniprendere lustra, 
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Saecit in absentem, et circum vestigia latrans 
Aera per nitidum tenuas sectatar odores : 
Nan amnes illam medii, non ardua tardant, 
Ferdita nee serae metninit decedere nocti. 

—affording the Cilician copyist one of a profusion of highly poetical 
similes, with which he depicts the polypus, or preke, searching for 
its beloved olive-tree : 



Oppian. 

Halieut. L. iv. 

vs. 272. 



IvBa yhp &,y\a6KttpTros a\hs ffX^Sdv iariv i\aln 
yeiTotrtv ^v yowoTa'iv iiraKTait} T€0a\u?a, 
KeiBi Se irovK^moios v6os ?AK6Tat, ^tr «r' tyyos 
Kvaffffiov evplvoio Kvvhs fiiuos, Hffr* 4y Sp€(T(rt 
6i)pbs of iXKelJei ffKoAiV fiia-u' i^speelvav 
fiwhs iv' i,yye\lri vriiiepTfi, Kal tc fiiv Sxa 

iis Kal Tri\e06a(rav &ipap iidBev iyybs eAafiji' 
iroi\viros, ixSivei Se fivBav, Kol ya7av hvipnti 
Kayxay^iav, irpeiimuTi S' 'AflijKoiTjs eTre'Xoirirer. 



In connexion with the kindred Spartans, the Cretans are briefly 
See Wernsdotf mentioned by Gratius, — an allusion being, probably, intended to an 
intermixture of the two allied breeds in order to produce the Meta- 
gon,i whose praises are subsequently sung : 



in loco. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 211. 



Wase's 
Illustrations. 
c. 5. p. 38. 



At vestrum non vile genus, non patria vulgo, 
Sparta suos et Creta suos promlttit alumnos. 

To your high breed countries of dogs not base, 
Sparta and Creta do confeire their race. 

Ovid specifies them by name in Actaeon's blood-thirsty pack. 



Gralii Cyneg. 
vs. 231. 



1. This canine name is not found in any other Cynegeticon. From the construc- 
tion put on the passage by Wernsdorf, it appears that he would derive the Metagou 
from a Spartan and Cretan cross : but how, let me ask, could the huntsman breed a 
mute inductor, whose essential attribute was closeness, " ne voce lacesseret hostem," 
from the union of two such latrant races ?^A litter, so bred in Actseon's pack, was 
any thing but mute, " Labros, et Agriodos, et acuta vocis Hylactor," as above cited. 
Wase's interpretation of the passage is more correct — see his version, vs. 211. where 
the lines of Gratius are differently rendered than in the chapter on the geography of 
the poem, p. 38. 
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primusque Melampus 
Icbnobatesque sagax latratu signa ded^re ; 
Gnossius Ichnobates, SpartanSl gente Melampus; 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. III. 206. 



and subsequently a litter, 



that had a sire of Crete 
And dam of Sparta, 



as sings Sir Arthur Golding : 



Golding's 

Ovid's Metam. 

B. III. 



Et patre Dictaso, sed matre Laconide nati, 
Labros et Agriodos, etacutae vocis Hjlactor. 

Indeed almost all the Ovidian pack were of Cretan, Spartan, and 
Arcadian blood, well chosen by the poet for the fabled chase of the 
son of Autonoe,! " falsi sub imagine cervi " — ^ 

eSre rawnpiiivoio Ka6^fievos fipifdt (priyoVi 
AovojUEfTis iviiiirev SKov Se/uas ioxraffnjs" 
flijTjTJjp S' aKipriTOS ctfljj^oio BealpTjS 
ayvhv awfupevTOiO Se/ias Stenerpee Koijrqs 
o7X'^'"'5|J» It. T. A. 

The whole of the Spartan family, inclusive of the Cretan and Ca- 
rian, appear to have barked, as I have already observed, on scent of 
their game' — a quality reprobated by Gratius (malignum ofiScium !) 
when shown before the quarry was started from his lair. 



Ovid. Melam. 
vs. 223. 



Nonni 

Dionysiac. 

L. v. 



1 . Claudian bestovys the title Molossian on the entire pack, to designate, it may 
be, their ferocity : 

Sic mons Aonius rubuit, cum Penthea ferrent 
Maenades ; aut subito mutatum Actasona corna 
Traderet insanis Latonia visa Molossis, 

2. The stag Actaeon in the stream had spied 
The naked huntress, and, for seeing, died : 
His hounds, unknowing of his change, pursue 
The chase, and their mistaken master slew ! 

3. The loud latrancy of ths tribe escaped not the notice of the bard of Avon, who 
has cleverly appropriated much of the borrowed shape and KXa77)) of a modern pack 



In Kafinum 
L. II. 



Dryden. 
Falamon and 
Arcite. B. ii. 
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The noisy bark of the Etolian breed Gratius contrasts with the 
mute cunning of its neighbour of Acarnania, already considered in 
the first class :' 

Cyneg. vs. 186. At clangore citat, quos nondum conspicit, apros 

^tol^ qucecunque canis ile sdrpe (malignum 
' Officium) sive ilia metus convicia rupit, 

Seu frastra nimius properat furor. Et tamen illad 
Ne vanum totas genua asperaere per artes, 
Mirum quam celeres, et quantum nare merentur: 
Turn non est victi cui concessere labori. 

Too much addicted to gladdening, when near the lair of his game. 



(Sir Thomas Lucy's, perhaps, or other Warwickshire squire's) to our classic breed 
of the olden time : 

Midsummer I was with Hercules and Cadmus once. 

With hounds of Sparta : never did I hear 
Such gallant chiding ; for besides the groves, 
The skies, the fountains, every region near 
Seem'd all one mutual cry : I never heard 
So musical a discord, such sweet thunder. 

With Angelio's description of the Cretan hounds, the more striking features of 
which are drawn from passages already cited, I close their portraiture. 

P. A. Bargffii Est eadem facies, et eidem proxima forms 

J B- • • Corpora : membrorum sed non lequantia molem 

Dictasis, animus tamen, et constantia pugnax, 
Quandoquidem serus litem si forte diremit 
Vesper, et obtentis umhrantur rura tenebris ; 
Nusquam abeunt, nusquam vestigia pressa relinquunt, 
Verum hajrent vigiles, &c. 

1. The dog, which sits at the foot of the noble statue of Meleager, is, probably, » 
representation of the animal which assisted the hero of Calydon in his attack of the 
Ovid. Metara, wild boar— (■' infests famulus, vindexque Diana")— that had laid waste the domain 
L.VII.. vs. 272. of his father (Eneus. (See F. Perrier, Tab. 51. and 52. er ^dibus Pichiniis, and 
Montfaucon Antiq. Expliq. Tom. I.) He is apparently a boar-hound, and per- 
haps of the type of Etolia or Calydon— the names being indifferently applied to the 
same dog, from Calydon, (the rocky Calydon of the Homeric catalogue, Iliad ir. 
640.) the capital of the state, over which the sons of (Eneus once reigned. 
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the Etolian is not admitted into the class of Canes Bellicosi, whose 
general character was closeness till the game was started ; at which 
time a cry, however loud, was not objected to by classic hunts- 
men, — but the dog, that roused the game by giving tongue before- 
hand, was strongly reprobated. Such was the faulty dog of Caly- 
don, who needed all his other better qualities to counterbalance this 
latrant propensity. That he had some valuable properties Gratius 
allows, and recommends them to be turned to account by judicious 
commixture with the mute Molossian's blood : 

vanse tantum Calydonia linguse 
Exibit Titium patre emeadata Molosso.' 

In consequence of the common Canes Venatici giving tongue or 
opening, before the game was roused, it was customary with classic 
sportsmen to employ Inductores, mute finders, " canes tacitae," 
(Senecae Hippolyt.,) to search out the quarry by the trail ; * 

Dogs such whose cold secrecy was meant 
By nature for surprise — 

Wise temperate limehounds, that proclaim no scent. 
Nor harb'ring will their mouths in boasting spend. I 



Cynegeticus 
va. 100. 



Sir W. Dave- 

nant, Cant. it. 

stanza 30. 



These are the Metagontes of the Faliscian poet— so called from Wase, p. 79. 
" drawing after their game" — /xerayovres : 



1 . Such a sire was most likely to correct the " vans linguae vitium" of the Caly doiiian 
breed ; and from such parentage may have been deduced the Glympicus of the son of 
Astylus. No dam could cross more appropriately with a Molossian sire, contributing, 
on her part, the important qualities of speed, sagacity, and unwearying ardour of 
pursuit ; and receiving, from the male side, courage, strength, and closeness of 
mouth. The cited lines of Gratius, carefully perused in connexion with those which 
follow in the text, will, I think, warrant the parentage assigned to the hound in 
question ; and such » view will materially assist the general understanding of a 
somewhat obscure part of the Cynegeticon. 

2. Without such auxiliaries all the hunter's toil will be fruitless, says Bargaens : 

Ni tecum canis acer eat, qui naiibus auras p. A. Bargiei 

Ducat odoratas, et nnsquam impressa ferarum Cyneg. L. I. 

Insistat cupide vestigia : nee tamen uUos 
Lalratus, vocesque hilari de pectore mittat. 
Cum latebriE non longe absunt, fidique recessus. 
2 L 
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Gralii Cyneg. 
vs. 207. 



ppian. Cyneg. 
L. I. 448. 



maturo pressantes gaudia lusu 
Dissimulare feras tacitique accedere possent. 

Steadiness and a close mouth are essential attributes of the lime- 
hound tribe.i Gratius, Lucan, Seneca, ^lian, and others, insist on 
silence. And Oppian, seemingly forgetful of this negative quality 
in the Armenian bear-hound, (Whom I consider a limehound,) incul- 
cates closeness in sagacious dogs, generally, from their very puppy- 
hood ; 

fii)^ i\deiv iS4\oi(V, dnel ftii\a 6ripevTrjp(n 
ffiyi) Ti9ju6s iart, irovejoxo 8" Ixvetnrip''"'' 

They are to be taught it with their names, and other matters of 
kennel discipline. 

The limiers of classical antiquity, more numerous perhaps than 
the reader may suppose, are found widely distributed. We gather 
traces of them in Homer, Lucretius, Virgil, Pliny, Gratius, Jilian, 
Seneca, Nemesian, Oppian, Silius Italicus, and others. The Belgic 
hound of the poet of the Second Punic War is certainly an inductor 
or limier : 



Silii Italic! de 
aJo B. P. L. X. 

vs. 77. 



Oppian. Hal. 
L. .. 18. 



Ut canis ocultos agitat quum Belgicus apros, 
Erroresque ferse sellers per devia rners^ 
Nare legit, tacitoque premens vestigia rostro 
Lnstrat inaccessos venantuin indagine saltus : 
Nee sistit, nisi conceptum sectatus odorem, 
Deprendit spissis arcana cubilia dumis. 

And it strikes me, that the Gelonian and Umbrian of Gratius, the 
Tuscan of Nemesian, and the Armenian bear-hound of Oppian, are 
all varieties of limehound. Of the Metagon, already mentioned, 
there can be no doubt — be is clearly of the class described by the 
Greek poet of the Halieutics: 

(TKiXaKes 8e ffvveintopot Tiyeixovries 
KV(ada\a fnitiaivown, fcal i66vov(riv &vaKTas 



1. See the mode of breaking-in (he limier, chien de traict, in J. Savary's rare 
work, Venationis Ceivinae Leges, L. ii. sub initio. 
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The Homeric inductors occur in the boar-hunt of Mount Parnas- 
sus, in the van of which Ulysses, ovr&fievai fie/iaias, distinguishes 
himself, with the sons of Autolycus : 

ol 5* ^s ^Tiaffav Xkovop iTraicTTJpes' Trph S" &p* ainuv 

and the abstract phraseology of Lucretius affords a second early no- 
tice of them : 

turn fissa ferarum 
Ungala quo tulerit gresBum, prsmissa canum vis 
Ducit. 

The first limehound in the annals of sporting was Glympicus, 
tutored in the art of harbouring by the Boeotian Hagnon, a hunts- 
man immortalized by Gratius : 



Odjss. L. XIX. 
436. 



De Rerun) 

Natura L. IV, 

684. 



Sed primum celsS, lorum cervice ferentem, 
Glympice, te silvis egit Boeotius Hagnon, 
Hagnon Astylidee, Hagnon, quern plurima semper 
Gratia per nostros uuum testabituT usus. 
Hie trepidas artes et viiC novitate sedentea 
Vidit, qua propior patuit via : nee sibi turbam 
Contraxit eomitem, nee vasa tenentia longe, 
Unus priesidium, atque operi spes magna petite, 
Assumptus MetagoD lustrat per nota ferarum 
Paseua, per fontes, per quas trivere latebras, 
Frimae lueis opus : turn signa vapore feiino 
Intemerata legens, si qua est, qua fallitur, ejus 
Turba loci, majore secat spatia extera gyro. 
Atque hie egressu jam turn sine fraude reperto 
Ineubuit spatiis, qualis permissa Leehieis 
Tbessalium quadiiga decus, quam' gloria patrum 
Excitat, et piims spes ambitiosa coronae. 



Giatii Cyaeg. 
vs. 213. 



1. The Ascrean Poet's hunting-picture on the shield of Hercules is rather a chase 
at speed, than trailing after leporine game ; 



Tol S' aKvnoBas \aybs fpiw 
tt/ifvoi iLonitiv, ot S' le/iEfOi iTToKi^ai. 



Hesiod. Scut. 
Hercul.vs.302. 
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Sed ne qua ex nimio redeat jactura favore, 
Lex dicta officiis: ne voce lacesseret liostem. 
Neve levein pteedam, aut propioris pignora lucri 
Amplexue, primos nequicquam effunderet actus. 
Jam vero impensuni melior fortuna laborem 
Quum sequitur, juxtaque domus quaeaita ferarum, 
Ut sciat, occultos et signis arguat hostes : 
Aut effecta levi testatur gaudia caud&, 
Aut ipsa infodiens uncis vestigia plantis 
Mandit humum, celsasve apprensat naribus auras. 
Et tamen, ut ne prima faventem pignora fallant, 
Circa omnem, aspretis roedius qua clauditur orbis, 
Ferre pedem, accessusque, abitusque, not^sse ferarum 
Admonet, et, si forte loci spes prima fefellit, 
(Rarum opus) incubuit spatiis ad prospera versis, 
Intacto repetens prima ad vestigia gyio. 

We here see the limier's style of harbouring portrayed to the life 
— falling on the trail — coming to a fault — recovering the scent— and 
following it up to the lair. The hariourer of more modern days is 
the inquisitor of Pliny's short sketch ; " Scrutatur vestigia atque 
L. VIII. c. XL. persequitur, comitantem ad feram inquisitorem loro trahens : qu^ 
visi quam silens et occulta, qu^m significans demonstratio est !" But 
of all descriptions in the range of classical literature the most exqui- 
sitively beautiful is Elian's — no painter can surpass this graphic 

„ , . hunting-piece : — Trponyeirat tov KvvnyeTOV (6 Kvav 6 dnpariKos) tuavTi 

De Natura ° ' ^ i / i 

Animalium fiaKpiS ■Kpoar]fXfievos, Kai pivrjKaTei, TJjs ^mvrjs ej(ii>v eynpaTSis Kai aiwirSiv, 
. VIII. L. II. ^^ ^^ ^^ rjijjg hound's busy manner, — his steady search, even where 
there is no game, — his burst of silent joy at catching a scent, — his 
salutation of the harbourer as if sympathizing in his glee at being 
successful, — his drawing on up to the boar's couch, — the start — 
and final p%an of exultation and victory, are all described in masterly 
style. 

The Gelonian breed is very cursorily mentioned by Gratius, as 
timid and sagacious ; 

Arma negant contra, martemque odere Geloni, 
Sed natura sagax . . , 

and is recommended to be crossed with the tigrine Hyrcanian ; 
whence spiritless Gelouian bitches have derived that courage and 
pluck, of which they stood in need ; 



Hist. Nat. 



2<"<' Bello 
Fuiiico L. III. 
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traxere animos de patre Gelons Gratii Cvnez 

Hyrcano. vs. 195. 

The Umbrian had much of the Gelonian character— timorous and 
^oft — but remarkably keen of nose. Wishing to incorporate every 
good quality in the same mongrel breed, Gratius ejaculates — 

At fugit adversos idem quos repent hostes Gratii Cyneg. 

Umber.' Quanta fides, utinam et solertia naris, '*• ^^'" 

Tanta foret virtus, et tantura vellet in armis ! 

Silius Italicus notes the sagacity of the Umber, and seems to 
indicate his closeness of mouth in the contrasted barking of 
the Spartan, 

Ceu pernix cum densa vagis latratibus implet Silii Ifal. de 

Venator dumeta Lacon, aut exigit Umber 
Nare sagax e calle feras perterrita late 
Agmiaa prajcipitant volucres formidiue cervi. 

But his habits are most vividly sketched in an elegant simile of 
Seneca's Thyestes, where Atreus, exulting in his artful entrapping of 
his brother, (as a wild beast enveloped in the hunter's toils — plagis 

clusa dispositis fera, — ) exclaims in a strain of ill-dissembled 

self-gratulation, 

venit in nostras manus Senecae 

Tandem Thyestes ; venit, et totus quidero. Art iir M- 

Viz tempero animo, vix dolor frenos capit : 
Sic, cum feras vestigat, et longo sagax 
Loro tenetur Umber, ac presso vias 
Scratatur ore; dum piocul lento suem 
Odore sentit, paiet, et tacito locum 
Rostra pererrat : prseda cum propior fuit; 
Cervice totft pugnat, et gestu vocat 
Doininum morantem, seque retiuenti eripit. 

The Virgilian Umbrian, to which iEneas in pursuit of Turnus is 



1. " Umber is bete,*' says Wase, " the Bracco of Italy ; and as their dog is timo- 
rous, so their bore is not very courageous. Whence the poet, — Thuscus aper geiie- 
rosior Umbro." 



Act. III. 493. 
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likened in the last book of the ^neid, may be taken to signify any 
Canis venaticiis, and not that of Umbria particularly : 

Viigilii ^neid. Inclusura velud si quando fiumine nactua 

L. XII. 749. Cervum, aut puniceae septum formidme pennee, 

Venator cursu, canis et latratlbus iustat ; 
Hie autem, insidiis et rip^ territus alt&, 
Mille fugit refugitque vias : at vividus Umber 
Haeret liians, jam jamque tenet, similisque tenenti 
Increpuit malis, morsuque elusus inani est. 

The true Umbrian, I conceive, was mute — certainly so, until his 
game was on foot ; as were all the other finders spoken of. But 
another reason against the dog of Marc being the native dog of Um- 
bria is this — the poet would never have compared the brave and 
victorious ^neas to a notoriously timid animal, who " fugit adversos 
idem quos repperit hostes — " while the hero was dealing death and 
destruction on all sides of him ; 

Virgil. JEneid. jEneas mortem contra praesensque minatur 

L. 211, 760. Exitium, si quisquam adeat ; terretque trementes 

Excisurum urbem minitans ; et saucius inatat. 

If the character of the hounds of Umbria be such as stated, on the 
authority of the ancient Cynegetica, the epithet " audaces " bestowed 
on them by the Latin poet of Barga must be unmerited ; 

»P. Angelii Celtis velocibus Umbros, 

Bargiei Cjrneg. Audaces Umbros, et odoris naribus acres. 

L. '>. 

Barthius, erroneously in my opinion, identifies the Tuscan dogs of 

Nemesian with the fierce Molossian-like animals of Oppian's first 

Cynegetic (vs. 413.). To the passage already cited under the Canes 

Bellicosi, the reader is referred, for the purpose of comparison with 

the following from the Carthaginian poet : 

Nemesian. Quin et Tuscorum non est extrema voluptas 

Cyneg.vs.231. Saepecanum: sit forma illis licet obsila villo, 

Dissimilesque liabeant catulis velocibus artus ; 
Haud tamen injucunda dabunt tibi munera piaads. 
Naraque et odorato noscunt vestigia prato, 
Atque etiam leporum secreta cubilia monstrant. 

Oppian's boar and lion-killers have very little resemblance to these 
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indices of the form or seat of the timorous hare. The latter poet re- 
commends the Tuscans (whom he is also supposed to designate under 
the title of Ausonians in his first kennel-roll) to be crossed with the 
Spartan race ; 

TupoTji/ck y4ve8\a AiKuffi — Oppian.Cyneg. 

L. I. vs. 395. 

The Armenian bear-dog was a sort of lyemmer used by sportsmen 
of the East for tracking bears ;i 

'irov\hs Sx^os $alvovtri raviffKia ^evQea Spvfiurj Oppian. Cyneg, 

Uptfs, aiiToXiyois avv i'ipipeaa-i Kivtaaa/, • '^" ^^' *^*'' 

J'X''"' lifJTciaovT' hXoav irovXiirKava Bripav. 

&\}C SttSt* &6p^ff(o(n K^ves <T7]fi'ti'Ca Taptruv, 

^(T'noVTai, aTifiias re iroSifyeriovaa/ inaprrri 

ptvas fiiv ravatts <TXfS6Sei' x^ptroio TiBiines, 

i^OTtWa 8" eiTTfp Ti vedrfpov a9pi]<rfiav 

iX""^! iireiyi/ievoi 96pov avrlKa K07xa^<i'»"''■eJl 

\n66nepoi ToC irp6(rBev iirijV S' «s S/cpoK Xxavrai 

evTtKaViOS iTTijSfijs, fljjpiJs re vavaiBKov evpijv, 

avrl^ & fikv BpdffKei iraKd.firjs airh BTjpTjTrlpos, 

olierph /ici\' iKaK6a>v, KexapTiii4ms l|oxa Bviiiv, 

The poet concludes this part of his description with a singularly 
beautiful simile of a bare-footed little damsel in joyful search of 
mountain violets, (discovered by their grateful odour, and plucked for 
the decoration of her head,) with which she returns singing to the 
home of her peasant parents : 

Sis Kvvhs IAvBtj Bvfibs Bpatr^s* avrap itraKT^p 
Kol nd\a fuv Bivovra fimiadiievos re^afui(ri, 
Kayxa\oav va\(vop(ros ?j8i) fitff H/uKov kralpav, 

The hiKTva and apKves, the heifia To\i)(poov of the feathered line, 
and the other instruments of the savage chase, combine to secure the 
ursine quarry. See Oppian. Cyneg. iv. vs. 354 ad vs. 424. 



1. A close-mouthed hound, 'probably, with much of the pugnacious disposition of 
our first class, added to his sagacity. Many of the limehound tribe, at least those 
used in trailing after fierce prey, must have had a strong dash of the same daring 
spirit — not so, however, the uncrossed Umbrian and Gelonian. 
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LucaniPhareal. 
L. IV. 437. 



Having already noticed the wary employment of the mute finder 
to search out the lair of animals obnoxious to the chase, let us look 
at the subsequent proceedings.^ When the nets and snares were set, 
the game found, and started by the Canes ductores, the attendants, 
it seems, slipped the latrant pack, which were held in couples at 
hand. That this was the ordinary routine is proved by Xenophon, 
Lucan, Seneca, and others. The Greek sportsman of Scillus does 
not, indeed, say that the dog first slipped should be mute, but 
merely quick-scented. Lucan, however, particularly states his qua- 
lity of closeness in the lines of his Pharsalia, where he likens the 
naval tactics of Octavius, " Illyricae custos Octavius undae," to the 
wily stratagems of a huntsman preparing for the attack of his 
game ; 

— Sic dum pavjdos formidine cervos 
Claudat odoratffi metuentes a'era pennse : 
Aut dutn dispositis attollat retia vans 
Venator, tenet ora levis clamosa Moloasi ; 
Spartanos Cretasque ligat; nee creditur ulli 
Sylva cani, nisi qui presso vestigia roslro 
Colligit, et prsedS. nesdt latrare reperta, 
Contentus treraulo monsti^sse cubilia loro. 



SenecsB 
Hippolyt. 
Act. I. 30. 



-and Seneca implies the same, 



at vos lazas 
Taeitis canibus mittite habenas : 
Teneant acres lora Molossos, 
£t pugnaces tendant Cresssa 
Portia trito vincula coUo. 
At Spaitauos (genus est audax 



Wase's ^' " ^^^ tunting used by the ancients was much like that way which is at pre- 

lUustrations, sent taken wilh the Raindeare which is seldome hunted at force, or with hounds, but 
&c. I,. VI. p. 61. 0Qg]y irawne after with a blood-hound, and forestall'd with nets and engines. So 
did they with all beasts; and therefore a dog is never commended by them for 
opening before hee hath by signes discover'd where the beast lyeth in his layre,- as 
by their drawing stiffe our harbourers are brought to give right judgment. There- 
fore I doe not finde that they were curious in the musique of their hounds, or in a 
composition of their kennell and pack, cither for dcepenesse or lowdaesse, or sweet- 
nesse of cry like to us," &c. 
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Avidunique ferae) nudu cautus 
Propriore liga. Veniet tenipus 
Cum latratu cava Baxa sonent : 
Nunc demissi nare sagaci 
Captent auras, lusttaque presso 
Qu£erant rostro*^ 



1. The Canis ductor, or lime-hound of the middle ages, the iiiPiPaaTijs and /i7ji/u. 
riis of ancient glossaiies, " qui odorisequS. nare spelaea ferarum, et diverticula depre. 
hendit," vras strongly allied to, if not identical with, the Sleut-hound of Scotland, 
the hlood-hound, lyme-dog, or Hmer (from the lyam or leash with which he was led) 
of authi>rs, employed in the pursuit of animals of chase, and the discovery of murders 
and amhuscades. See the Glossaries of Spelman and Ducange, in voce. 

Skinner defines the Limmer " Hyhris, i. <j. canis vilior ex cane sagace venatico 
cum Molosso copulato prognatus," — and such probably was the parent stock of this 
much-famed dog. The Lorarius of Caius must have been a more nimble animal 
than the Sleut-hound — " propter velocitatem et gravius feram urget, et citius capit." 
The Lymer is fully treated of in De Langley's curious manuscript intitled iMaBBttf 
of ©ante, c. xx. et seqq. Much also will be found relative to him in the Book of 
St. Albau'a, Fouilloux, Turberville, and Blome : and he is particularly described by 
the Latin poet of Caen, under the title of " Canis armillaris." 

The following portrait by the poet of Barga is worthy of exhibition : 

Ille qnidem roulta virtute insignis, et uau 
Venandi, saltum si quando ingressus apertura est, 
Evinctus loro dominuni trahit. Atque ubi signa 
Invenit, aut auras acer persentit odoras, 
Pergit iter, rostrum et press^ vix tollit ah herb4, 
Hue illuc volvens oculos, et singula aolers 
Scrutatur : donee subter virgulta latentem 
Conspexit leporem, et constrata cubilia fronde. 
Tuiu vero gressum caudi blanditus, et ore 
Accelerat, montemque omnem latratibus implet. 



Etymolog. 
Ling. Anglic. 

De Canibus 

Britannicis 

Libellus. 

Venationis 

CervinjE Leges 

L. n. 



P. A. 

Cyneg. L. v. 



He is the " Praevius it loro catulus devinctus " of Vaniere's Praidium Rusticum, 
L. XVI. Great, however, as was his celebrity in the sporting field of the classic and 
middle ages, and even till a century and a half ago, — 

syrchand to and fra. 
To hunt the harte, the bare, the da, the ra, — 

the Limier, in a state of pure blood, is considered almost extinct. 

2 M 



G. Douglas's 
Palace of 
Honour. 
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Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 199. 



Hitherto we have said notbiag of the race of sagacious hunting- 
dogs, most commonly known by the name of hounds^ the Petronius 
of Gratius,2 the 'Ayairifeus of Oppian, and the Segusian of Arrian.* 
The Petronius belongs to the family of fleet sagacious hounds ; 

at te leve si qua 
Tangit opus, pavidosque ju?at compellere dorcas, 
Aut versuta sequi leporis vestigia parvi : 
Petronios (sic fama) canes, volucresque Sicambros, 
£t pictam macule Veitraham delige fals^. 
Ocjor afiecta mentis piun^que cucurrit, 
Sed premit inventas, non inventura latentes 
Ilia feras ; qus Petroniis bene gloria constat. 



We here see the distinction between the harrier and greyhound, the 
former running on scent, the latter on sight.* That the Petronii 
opened as soon as they hit upon the trail of their game, before it was 
roused, is much regretted by the poet — 



Ejusdem 
vs. 207. 



Quod si matuio pressantes gaudia lusu 
Dissimulare feras tacitique accedere possent : 



Minshaei 

Emend, in 

voce. 



Hist. Nat. 

L. 1.255. 

Gloss. Arch. 

p. 114. 
Ejusd. p. 7, 
Wase's Illus- 
trations. 

Arrian. de Ven, 
c. III. in not. 



The Countrey 

Farme, by 
C. Markham. 



1. Hound is sometimes applied to all dogs, as if Minshew's and Junius's derivation 
of the term were correct — a KwiSiov dim. a Kiuv : but in England the terra most 
commonly signifies a hunting-dog, to which sense the A, S. huntian, lient-an, to pur- 
sue, to search after, affords a more probable root. 

2. The etymology of the term Petronius is not of easy solution. By critics it has 
been fancifully derived from the firmness, strength, and hardness of the feet of this 
variety of dog ; in consequence of which he was enabled to run over rough and rocky 
ground without injury — Kiav iSwovs. Gesner mentions a tributary stream of the 
Tiber called Petronia, " quod per petras fiuat." Spelman, in his Glossary, gives 
Petrunculus as a synonym of Petronius, citing the above passage of Gratins ; and 
under Acceptor, explains Petrunculus in a marginal note by " a bracket." The 
Spanish use Perro, says Wase, as their common appellation of a dog. 

3. Schneider substitutes 'Eyoviricu for 'Eyovalai, (spiritu mutato) — the Latin term 
being Segusii, as e|, seX. Seyov(riai, Blancard, 

4. " Greyhounds are onely for the coursing of all sorts of wilde beasts by main 
swiftnesse of foot ; they doe not any thing more than their eies govern them unto, 
being led by a natural instinct or hatred which they beare to all sorts of wilde 
beasts." — " Hounds are those which by vertue of their scents, smells, or noses, do 
find out all manner of wilde beasts," Ccc.^See the distinctions of the two races ad- 
mirably drawn by G. Markham, p. 673. of Surflet's version of La Maison Rustiqne. 
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Illis omne decus, quod nunc, Metagontes, habetis, 
Constaret eylvis ; sed virtus irrita damno est ! 

Herein, however, they strikingly resemble their modern representa- 
tives ; for, with Ducange, I readily grant that the Canes Petronii 
" ii sunt quos vulg6 chiens courans appellamus." Whoever has 
heard the din of the fox or hare-chase, 

— whilst the babbling echo mocks the hounds, Titus Androni- 

Replying shrilly to the well-tuned horns, '"'' ^"^' "' 

As if a double hunt were heard at once, 

will grant that no Petronian pack could have been more noisy on 

the trail than their modern representatives. 

The Britannus sagax, " the hound sagacious on the tainted Pope's 

Essay on Man* 
green," next claims our attention. Of the Britannus bellicosus we 

have already spoken under the first class. The earlier cynegetical 

writers are silent on the subject of British hounds : nor do they 

appear to have been known in Italy till towards the decline of the 

Roman empire ; when, having been introduced into Celtic Gaul, 

their merits became gradually known in southern Europe. And 

here, in spite of the French encyclopedists, (the copyists of Messieurs Encyclopddie 

D'Yauville and Le Verrier de la Conterie,) who gratuitously assume g„f ig, chasses, 

" qu'en general les chiens Anglois n'ont pas autant de noblesse que P- 1*^- 

ies beaux chiens Franpois," — and that where the breed is improved, 

as they allow it to be in some cases, the amelioration is attributable 

to Norman crosses, — we must, with our native poet> claim the palm 

for Britain ; 

In thee alone, fair land of liberty! Somerville. 

Is bred the perfect hound, in scent and speed Chace, B. i. 

As yet unrivall'd, while in other climes 
Their virtue fails, a weak degenerate race ! 

By name, British hunting-dogs (as distinct from the pugnacious 
class) are mentioned by the poets of Carthage and Anazarbus alone ; 
by the former, where singing the praises of different canine breeds, 
the merits of the blood of distant countries ; 
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Neniesian. Sed non Spartanos tantiim, tantumve Molossos 

Cyneg. vs. 123. Pascendum catulos : divisa Britannia mittit 

Veloces,' uostiisque orbia venatibus aptos ; 

— by the latter, iu the conclusion of his first cynegetic, vs. 467, here- 
after cited. Of Nemesian's " veloces," probably not of the saga- 
cious class, I shall, in the sequel, speak. In the absence of any 
assigned habitat for the Petronius, may we not consider him indi- 
genous of Britain 1^ Our happy isle has ever been famous for excel- 
lent breeds of hunting-dogs, for skilful sportsmen, and horses both 
fleet and patient of the chase. All the Celtic nations indeed, and 
our ancestors among the rest, were passionately addicted to the 
diversions of the field, considering the prosecution of such laborious 
callings a kind of apprenticeship and initiation for war. Thence the 
superiority of the Celtic breeds of sporting-dogs, and more especially 
of the Britannus sagax and Britannus bellicosus. With the latter, 
perhaps, the former may have been sent to Italy by the resident 
Procurator Cynegii, as worthy of admission into Roman kennels ; 
for at this early period I believe there were only these two native 
varieties of the canine race in Britain. In the field of battle, in 
public spectacles, and in the wolf and boar-chases, the bellicosus, 
the rival of the truculent Epirote, stood pre-eminent : and in the 
ordinary hunting of timid and fugacious quarry, the hound " naribus 



1 . It is my opinion that these veloces were greyhounds, — which having been ex- 
ported from Gaul, their native ^oil, into Britain, were thence again sent to Italy ; 

and therefore I have nothing to saj aliout them here. The passage is not of easy 
apphcation — some commentators interpreting it as having reference to one variety 
of hound, and some to another : — 

Ovid. Metani. pars invenit utraque cansas. 

L, III. vs. 255. 

See some further remarlts under the Vertragus of Class III. 

2/ Of wliat country were the Canes Petronii indigenous f — Vlitius claims them 
without proof, for Belgium — denies all knowledge of them to Italy, beyond mere re- 
port—unceremoniously dissallows the pretensions of Gaul— and, for reasons equally 
inadequate, those of Britain. But tlie latter, in my opinion, has as well-founded a 
claim to the breed as Belgium. 
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utilis," acquired an early name and character.^ For hideousness of 
aspect, and ugliness of shape, both were remarkable ; 

Si non ad speciera, mentiturosque decores Gratii Cyneg. 

Protinus : hzec una est catulis jactuia Britannis : vs. 177. 

— a notification of Ovid's contemporary, which may be interpreted 
of the sagacious with as much truth as of the pugnacious sorts. 

Modern ingenuity has taught British hounds of chase to pursue 
many varieties of prey. " Alius leporis, alius vulpis, alius cervi, J. Caii de Ca- 
alius platycerotis, alius taxi, alius lutrae, alius mustelae, alius cuni- "'ubellus!"' 
culi tantiim odore gaudet." The dog does not himself necessarily 
differ, for adaptation to different game ; and possibly, the old 
English Talbot was the parent stock, whence all the sub- varieties, at 
present found in the kennels of Great Britain, originally sprung,^ 
modified in shape and character by judicious breeding, and careful 
management as to quarry : ^ 



1. Under the Canis venaticus sagax, ferarum indagator et tectator, the priniary Synopsis Me- 
definition of Ray, we may place the raodem sub-varieties; the Sanguinarius seu thouica Aniraa- 

furum deprehenaor of Kay, the Leveravius of Caius, and Venaticus minor of Ray. pedum. 

The iS'ang'uiiiarius, or blood-hound, is tbe Canis Scoticus, ane Sleuth-hound, of 
Gesner's Appendix ; briefly therein described from Hector Boethius ; and answering 
to the Inductor of tbe Classical ages more nearly tban to any other ancient type. 
He is beautifully described by Somerville, and faithfully by Caius, and Holinshed ; 
nor is Tickell's sketch, in his fragment on hunting, unworthy of perusal. 

The second sub-variety of the British bound of chase, the Leverarius, harrier or 
fox-hound, (" sunt ex his," says Caius, " qui duos, ut vulpem atque leporem, variatis 
vicibus sequi student,") is the Canis Scoticus sagax, vulgd dictus ane Rache of 
Gesner's Appendix ; " the racche the whiche that men clepep the Rennyng hounde " 

of the iBlasster of fflfame, u. xim. fo. 62. 

Of the third sub-variety I shall presently speak under the Agassaeus. 

For further particulars the reader is referred to Gervase Markham's clear, accurate, „ 
and entertaining portraits of" the slow," "the middle-sized," and "nimble hounds," Contentments, 
copied by this laborious compiler from the earlier work of Duke Edmund of York, Booke i. c. j. 
above cited. He may also consult Ducange's Canis lalrabilis. 

2. I am happy to refer to the Histoiiiin of Manchester, in corroboration of this 

opinion. Skinner derives the name of the Talbot from the position of his tail — Etymolog. 
" Canis caud^ reflexi praiditus, credo ab A. S. Tcegl, nobis Tuil, cauda, et Butan Ling. Anglic, 
extr^, ultra, foras ! " 

3. Ancient spo^tsmen were equally aware with their modem descendants of the 
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Somerville's 
Chace, B. i. 



Midsummei 
Night's Dream. 



Somerville's 
Chace, B. i. 



strong, heavy, slow, but sure, 
Whose ears dovpn-hanging from hia thick round head. 
Shall sweep the morning dew ; whose clanging voice 
Awake the mountain echo in her cell, 
And shake the forest : the bold Talbot kind 
Of these the prime, &c. 

The hounds of Theseus would be correctly placed, from the de- 
scription of our great dramatic poet, under the old English breed. 
With it they have more points in common than with their fabled 
progenitors ; 

My hounds are bred out of the Spartan kind, 
So 8ew'd, so sanded, and their heads are hung 
With ears that sweep away the morning dew ; 
Crook -knee'd, and dew-lap'd, like Thessalian bulls; 
Slow in pursuit ; but match'd in mouth like bells, 
Each under each. A cry more tuneable 
Was never halloo'd to, nor cheer'd with horn, 
In Crete, in Sparta, nor in Thessaly. 

The vigorous and fleet Leverarius being a supposed representative 
of some ancient types, I cite the masterly picture of Somerville for 
the purpose of comparison with the classic poets of the Chase : 

See there with countenance blithe, 
And with a courtly grin, the fawning hound 
Salutes thee cowering ; his wide opening nose 
Upwards he curls, and his large sloe-black eyes 
Melt in soft blandishments, and humble joy ; 
His glossy skin, or yellow-pied, or blue, 
In lights or shades by nature's pencil drawn. 
Reflects the various tints ; his ears and legs 



Xenophon 
De Venat. 



necessity of keeping hounds, when once entered, steady to their particular game. 
Plutarch (irepl noKimpayiioffinris) alludes to the attention they paid to this point of 
field discipline : ol Kvyriyoi Tohs aKiiKaKas ovk iSxrtv inrperreffBcu koX Sit^Ketv irauav 
oi^^v, dWct Tois pvTTipffiv U\KOvffi Koi avaKpodovfTi, KaOaphv ainuv kol tiKpaTov <pv\iiT' 
TOVTes rh alaSiipioi' sirlrb aiKeiai> ipyov, Xenophon, passionately enamoured of the 
hare-chase, would not allow his harriers to turn aside, and run riot, after foxes— 
Sia^Boph yiip neylarri, leai iv Tip Se6vTi oH iroTt nipfiaiv — it is fatal to their steadi- 
ness. 
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P. A. Batgffi 
Cyneg. v. 



Fleckt here and there, in gay enamell'd pride, 

Rival the speckled pard ; his rash-grown tail 

O'er his broad back bends in an ample arch ; 

On shoulders clean, upright and firm he stands ; 

His round cat-foot, straight hams, and wide-spread thighs, 

And his low-dropping chest, confess his speed, 

His strength, his wind, or on the steepy hill. 

Or far-extended plain ; in every part 

So well-proportion'd, that the nicer skill 

Of Phidias himself can't blame thy choice. 

The Talbot, whose portrait is also sketched by the Latin poet of 
Barga, as well as by the authors cited, is at present fallen into dis- 
repute — his slowness of foot being scarce compensated by his keen- 
ness of scent. The fleeter Leverarius, whose consimilarity with the 
Gratian Petronius almost approaches to identity, was apparently 
unknown to M. A. Biondi ; for he holds it quite impossible (like 
the elder Xenophon in regard to the fair capture of the hare with his 
aXiairedies at force) that any hounds should have speed suflScient to De Canibus et 
run down a fox, without the aid of wily instruments of destruction.^ 
But the largest varieties of Somerville's last picture are found a 
match for the arch-felon, " vulpem captare dolosam," — the only 
approach to the modern mode of pursuing whom, which the classics 
afford, is in the fourth book of Oppian's Cynegetics, where the xiyes 
aoWies are evidently a pack of hounds, though we look in vain for 
the well-mounted hunters ; 



Venatione Li- 
bellua. 



oifre Mvots" Seivi) yhp iirujipoiriygffi vorjiriu, 



Cyneg. iv. 
vs. 448. 



1. The difficulty of capturing the fox is indicated, according to Bochart, by mytho- 
logists, in the fable of the Teumesian fox, the " altera pestis" of Boeotian Thebes, 
which, in the song of Sir Arthur Golding, 

wrought the bane of many a wight. The countrie folke did feed 

Him with their cattle and themselves, untill (as was agreed) 

That all the youthful! gentlemen that dwelled thereabout 

Assembling, pitcht their corded toyles the champion- fields throughout. 

But net, ne toyle was none so hie that could his wightnesse stop, 

He mounted over at his ease the highest of the top. 

Then every man let slip their grewnds, but he them all oustript 

And even as nimbly as a bird in daliance from them whipt, &c. 



Hierozoicon 

L. iir. c. XIII. 

Ovid. Met. 

L. VII. 763. 

Gelding's 
Ovid's Metam. 
Booke seventh. 
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Cjneg. III. 
vs. 450. 



Martial. Epigr. 
L. X. Ep. 37. 



Koi irvKivo'iffi S6\ouriv oXiffBrjcrai BavihoLO- 
aWk KvPes luv &€ipav aoWeis, oiiS' &p' ixetm 
Kol Kparepoi trep iSvres avaiiioyrel Safidffavro* 

In no case does he fall an easy prey to the disturbers of his cunningly- 
wrought latibulum : 

juaV apifios iv irpairfSefffft, 
Kal TTLVVT^ vaUi wfidrots 4pl (j)a>\eicuffip, 
fiTTairiAovs oi'|aa'a SSfjiovs, rpriTiis re KaAiAs 
Tiii\69' &■?!■' aW'li\uv, tail fiLV 8Tipi]Topss Kj/Spes 

apyaK^TJ yevieffcrt KaX avrla d7ipi(ra(r6ai 

Bripcri t' apewTcpom, Koi aypevrrjpffi niviaaiv. ' 

Even when, with the din of huntsmen and hounds, driven into nets, 
the entangled felon, according to Martial, still fights it out, to the 
no little discomfiture and injury of his canine antagonists; 

Hie olidam clamosus ages in retia vulpem, 
Moidebitque tuos sordidx praeda canes . . . ' 



Identical with the least of the hound tribe of the British isles, the 
Canis venaticus minor of Ray's Synopsis, and Charleton's Onomas- 
ticon, is the Oppianic Agassaeus ; the derivation of whose name has 



fHasBttr o( 
ffiatne. 

>;. VIII. fo. 43. 



1. " Men taken hem withe houndes," says De Langley, " withe gieihoundes, 
withe haies and withe pursnettis, but he kitteth hem withe his teethe as the mascles 
of the wolf dooth but nat so sone." 

2. Lonicer's ratio vulpinandi in his ' venatus et aucupium' shows in its accom- 
panying most spirited engraving the fox-chase of three centuries ago : 



Venatus et 
Aucupium per 
J. A. Lonicer. 



Callida versuto capitur stratagemate vulpes : 
Novit enim dubias mille dolosa vias, &c. 

For the merits of the fox-chase, and its " commoditie of exercise," see Sir Thomas 
Elyot's ' The Governour,' Book i. c. xvin. and for " the flying of this chase,'' see 
a Short Treatise of Hunting, compyled for the Delight of Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
by Sir Thomas Cockaine, Knight — wherein he states " that the author hereof 
hath killed a foxe distant from the covert where hee was found foureteene miles aloft 
the ground with hounds," — a run that would be deemed pretty good, I suppose, even 
by the modern descendants of any Nimrod knight. 
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Brodaeus ia 

Oppianum, 

p. 46. 



Ritlershiisius 

in Oppianum, 

p. 42. 



puzzled Brodaeus and other classic commentators not a little.i With 
the hint that 'Ayaaaevs may be connected with Agassa of Macedo- 
nia, Agasus a port of Apulia, the Thracian Agessus, and Agathia a 
city of Phocis, no reason is alleged why a British dog should deduce 
his name from countries and places so remote. Of the existence of 
such a tiny hound of chase in this country, Rittershusius seems not 
to have been aware. British dogs, he remarks, are exceedingly 
keen-scented, but he cannot divine why called small, fiaihv yivos, 
being, in his days at least, of great size, Brodaeus, too, ignorant of 
any other than the Britannus of Claudian, cannot reconcile the 
" Anglici canes prodigiosae staturae " of this poet, and his own 
experience, with the portrait of the Oppianic 'Ayanaem.^ 

It is scarce necessary to observe that the dog in question has no 
affinity with the Agasaeus of Dr. Caius, who very absurdly borrows, 
for his gazehound, a name previously engaged by a totally different 
dog ; as if to gratify his etymological mania by connecting the terms 
Agasaeus, a gaze, a gazehound—" neque enim odoratu, sed pro- 
spectu attento et diligenti feram persequitur iste canis — (Agasasus, a 
gazehound) — etsi non sum nescius etiam apud Latinos Agasaei voca- 
bulum inter canum nomina reperiri" — " Agasaeum nostri abs re qu6d J. Caii de Can 
intento sit in feram oculo vocant." ■^"'- ^i''^"'"'- 

Camden has fallen into the same error with Caius, and confounded 



1. Nor is the etymology of the English term Beagle of more easy solution. Skin- 
ner derives it from the French bugler, mugire ; and Menage thinlis, as the hounds 
were sent from Britain into Gaul, the name may be of British origin. A second 
derivation is proposed by the former philologist, founded on the diminutive 
stature of the dogs — cani piccoli — Ital. Canes minores. May not a third possible 
source of the name he found in the barbarous root bigla, vigilia, excubiee, from the 
Greek Bly\a, a Latino vigilia— t The watchful tricks of some of our terrier-beagles 
in u rabbit-warren, and Oppian's graphic sketch of the 'Aymrirehs, his wiles, &c. 
favour the notion. 

2. Janus Vlitius, who, as Wase remarks, " owns England to have been the school 
from which he took the dictates of his learned commentaries," relates the following 
anecdote of the tiny beagles of his day : " Sunt enim agasssei illi aded aliquandd 
exiles, et parvi, ut tres simul leporem in cubili suo invadentes viderim invitos a prsd& 
sul, cui mordiciis inhaerebant, nihilominus eluctante relinqui. Et ipse binos nutrivi 
adeo delicatos et tenellos, ut manu una totos circumambirem. Sed hi commensalea 
potius, et lusui magis, quam ad veuatum idonei habentur." 

2 N 
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the Agasseus of Oppian with the gazehound of Britain ; and even 
Ray has made the gazehouad a variety of the Canis venaticus sagax, 
distinguished from his supposed consimilars of the same family by 
running on sight of his game — " qui aspectu feras insequitur." 

From the following portrait, compared with that drawn by Mark- 
ham, we may decide the identity of the Agassaeus and Beagle : 



Oppian, Cyneg. 
L. I. vs. 467. 



?(rTi 8^ Ti (rKv\ditav yevos &\KiiiOV Ixvevriipav, 
Paihp, oT&p iJ,eyd\iiis Sivrd^iov eftfifV' aoiSrjs' 
robs Tpdtpev &ypia <j>v\a Bperavup ado\ov^Tuu, 
airiip iviKXifiiiv tracks 'PLyaaaalovs ov6ingvat>' 
ruv ^Tot fieyeSos ti\v ofioliov ovTidavottrt 
Xlxvois oiKiSioiffi Tpoiref^eo-tri KWEO'a'i, 
yvphv, atTapK6TaTov, KaffiSTpixoVt Sfifiafft vaOh' 
d\\' ovixfCffi vSSas KiKopvO/ievov afiyaKfoiai, 
teal Ba/uvols KWoSovau/ aKaxJiivov \o^6pouTi. 
^iveai S* aSre ndxurra Travi^oxis iiTTiv 'Ayaffffeist 
Kal (TTijSf?; TravApiUTOSt htel Karh, yaiav 16vtwv 
iX"'"" fipefuvcu /iiya Sj) iroi^bs, aWh Kol oJtV 
iSlutv iieplriv iid\a (nj/uj/yoirfloi lLVTp,iiv, 



Let the reader compare these little pet-like, weakly, crooked, lauk, 
wire-haired, dull-looking creatures, keen however, and excellent of 
nose, with his own experience of the beagle's type and properties, 
and the representations of authors.^ 

The poet gives some amusing instructions for breaking in the 
puppy of the Agassaeus ; 



Ejusd. T9. 489. 



avTap Hy^ aJ^a 
uplvOri, <ppinda Te \ayaelris vw 4i)T(*5s, 
iX^^ /««7T6uei re Karct x^oi/^s, K. t. \, 



1. A clever representation of a pack of small, long-eared, beagle terriers at their 
wonted sport of rabbit-catching is giveb by J. Stradanus, in his 38th plate, with an 
explanatory quatrain by K. Duffleeus : 



Venationes 
Feraium. 



Callidus efibssis latitare cunicolus antris 
Et generare solet. Verum persaepe catelli 
Anglorum celeres fallunt pecus: ore prehendunt 
Illusum : praedam venatorique ministrant. 
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comparing his restlessness to that of a young woman in travail with 
her iir^t child, 

&s 5* Sre Tts Koipvi B^kwtov irepl fijjva ireK'fivijs Ejusd. vs. 493. 

irpoiTOTiJKos Xox'pco' in' aiSlveirffi Tiweiffo, k, t. X. 

The praises of the little beagle have been celebrated in Greek and 
Latin, verse and prose. Amongst the modern poets, he is found in 
the Album Dianae Leporicidae of Jac. Savary, under the title of 
" ululatorum ordo minorum" — "gens parvis devota feris;" and Lib. n. p. 18. 
placed in the kennels of Britain — still sufficiently marked by her 
insular, geographical position, and the staunchness of her canine 
breed, but, unfortunately for the loyalty of Savary's own country- 
men, no longer exclusivelj/ characterized by the traitorous, regicide 
spirit of her inhabitants : 

Insula quos gignit septem vicina trioni, 
Terra canum laudata fide, damnata virorum 
Perfidi^, Begisque sui execranda cruore, &c. 

He is also mentioned by Angelinus Gazaeus — see the Lagographia 
Curiosa of PauUini. Of the Greek portrait of Arrian we shall pre- 
sently speak, under the Segusian dog. 

It is to Gervase Markham, our " English master of economical 
philosophy," as Wase calls him, that we are indebted for the fullest 
description of " the little beagle, which may be carried in a man's 
glove;" — "bred," says Gervase, " for delight only, being of cu- 
rious scents, and passing cunning in their hunting, for the most part 
tiring, but seldome killing the prey, except at some strange advan- 
tage." " Their musicke is very smalle, like reeds, and their pace Countrey Con- 

" . 1 r 1 1 u tentments, B. I. 

like their body, onely for exercise, and not tor slaughter. g_ u,, i4_ 

The Segusian dog mentioned by Arrian, in the third chapter of his 

Treatise on Coursing, as a sorry brute, quick-scented, with a pitiful 

and dolorous whine, instead of bark — rough and unsightly, and the 

more high-bred the more ugly — I believe to be identical with the 

last variety. The Bithynian has devoted an entire chapter of his 

entertaining and original manual to a description of the 'Eyouer/at 

Kvves : whose name, he tells us, is derived from a Celtic people,^ 



1. Ciesar places the Segusiani in Gallia Celtica — " Hi sunt extra provinciam trans Csesar de B. G. 
Ehodanum priini," Why, then, may we not suppose these hounds correctly deno- ^- '• 10. 



284 



APPENDIX. 



Animadvers. in 

Oppian.Cjneg. 

I. 373. 



amongst whom they were first bred, and held in repute for their 
nasal sagacity. For a full description of these smaller hounds of 
Gaul, the reader is referred to the cited chapter ; and attached to 
my translation of the same, he will find a few illustrative notes. 
The remarks of Belin de Ballu, in his Animadversiones in Oppia- 
nuni, show strange misapprehension of the ancient distinctions in the 
Celtic kennels. The chiens courans of modern France are not the 
oieprpayoi Kvves of the yqunger Xenophon ; nor are the latter's 
'Eyouo-i'ai the " genus canum, quorum pili instar yelleris ovium 
crispantur," as incorrectly stated by this most learned editor of the 
Greek poet of the chase. The Segusians are rather the bigles of the 
present day — perhaps the bassets, a small variety of terrier-beagle, 
used in rabbit-hunting.* 



See H. Slephan, 

Schediasm, 

IV. 2. 



Du Cange 

Glossar. in 

Toce. 



A preface to 
the Reader. 



minated by Arrian ? — why may not their title be of local origin, as affirmed by him, 
rather than connected with their sagacious qualities, as supposed by Vlitius ? who 
would view them as Canes Segusii vel Secutii — the latter term being applied to the 
Canes Inductores — " quia hominem sequentem ducit Inductor," with which the Dutch 
annotator holds the Segusian to be identical. Spelman enumerates the synonyms 
of segutius, as seusis, sensius, &c. &c. — See Gloss, Arch. p. 114. and derives them a 
sequendo, Eccard more correctly, X think, refers to the German suchen, or rather 
Saxon seuken investigare, whence sucker, seitker investigator, and with a Latin 
termination, suchius, seucim, seusins, secusius, segusius, &c. The Spaniards, 
according to Wase, ** have a blood-hound which is called un podenco,'' of small 
stature, with which they "prick through the woods, or follow any chase." Possibly 
Vlitius may have had this hound in his eye when he interpreted the Canes Segusii 
as Inductores. 

1. There is no variety of sagacious dog, no style of hunting, to which the prefatory 
encomiums of Wase are more strictly applicable, (however quaint the language in 
which they are conveyed,) than the beagle tribe, and their various chases. " It is 
admirable," says this friend of Edmund Waller, " to observe the natural! instinct of 
enmity and cunning, whereby one beast being, as it were, confederate with man, by 
whom he is maintained, serves him in his designes upon others. A curious mind is 
exceedingly satisfy'd to see the game fly before him, and after that hath withdrawn 
itselfe from his sight, to see the whole line where it hath pass'd over with all the 
doublings and cross-works, which the amazed beast hath made, recover'd again, and 
all that maze wrought out by the intelligence which he holds with dogs : this is most 
pleasant, and, as it were, a master-piece of natural magique," &c. See also Gervase 
Markham's Countrey Contentments, B. i. c. iv. 
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CANES VENATICI. Class III, 



CANES CELEBES. 



Ha pedibus celeres. 



This class.i by far the least numerous of the three, contains only 
the Vertragus or Vertraha,2 and possibly the Sicamber ; — of the latter 
of whom I have nothing to communicate — being neither mentioned 
by Xenophon, Pollux, Oppian, nor Nemesian. If he be, as has 
been supposed, a Belgic hound; he cannot be the boar-hound of Silius 
Italicus, without losing his claim to admission on our present file. 
No Canis Venaticus can be enrolled here, who runs otherwise than 
on sight of his game ; — it is his characteristic property — ^ 



Claudian. de 

laud, Stilicon. 

L. ni. 



1. The swift-footed dogs of our tliiid class are included, we may suppose, in 
M. F. Cuvier's first division ; having the head much elongated, the parietal bones 
insensibly approaching each other, and the condyles of the lower jaw placed in a 
horizontal line with the upper cheek teeth. 

2. Having had an opportunity of consulting Conrad Heresbach's " Thereutice '' 
since the earlier part of this work was printed off, I may here snhjoin the learned 
epitomizer's description of the greyhound type : — " aliud genus Yenaticorum, quos 
leporarios et emissaries vocant ac vertagos ; — hos quserimus, qui sint corpore procero, 
agili et expedite, cruribus prioribus excelsioribus, capite longiusculo, neque carnoso 
sed levi, cruribus brevibus atque erectis, oculis micantlbus, pectore toroso, ceteris 
ezpeditis membris, nisi quod clones latiusculoa habentes magia probantur, et cand& 
long^ et levi, non hirsute. Vidimus tamen e Norwegi^ et insult Thulae adductos 
pemicitate non vulgari, qui etcaud^ et corpore toto villosi erant. Verum hi non ad 
sagacitatem sed ad velocitatem usurpanlur. Ejus generis sunt Britannici,' siinul et 
pemicitate et rohore valentes, nisi quod corpore vasto, cervis persequendis magis 
idonei," The latter are doubtless Caledonian deer greyhounds. 

3. This property, I allow, is impaired in certain modern individuals of the Celtic 
family, hereafter mentioned, in whom the admixture of nasal sagacity indicates im- 
purity of blood, and degeneracy from the parent stock. The lines of Gratius, 
descriptive of the greyhound's speed, and keenness of vision, have been already cited 
under the Sagacious class : Englished by Wase, (Jotidem versibui, the good man's 
only poetical merit) they run thus : 

— chuse the grayhound py'd with black and white. 
He runs more swift then thought or winged flight ; 
But courseth yet in view, not hunts in traile, 
In which the quick Fetronians never faile. 



Thereutices 

Compendium, 

p. 743. 



A Poem of 

Hunting, &c. 

Englished by 

C. Wase, Gent. 

1654. 
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Gratii Cyneget. premit inventas, non inventura latentes 

"•2»6- lUaferas. 

and therefore the Belgian— Canis occultos agitat cum Belgicus apros 
— must be banished from hence to the sagacious class : amongst the 
inductores of which division, I have already placed him as a lime- 
hound. 

The best description of the type of the present class will, be found 
in the copious Manual of Arrian, c. iv. v. and vi. — introduced by the 
memorable summary at the conclusion of c. ill. — rfiv be ibeav, Ka\6v 
Ti "jf^niiia. eiai, Kara re rows o^daXfiovs al yevyatoTaTm avTSv Kai Kara to 
adfia Sttov Kai r^v rpi'xa Kai rijv ■)(p6av ovrm rais re iroiKtXats evavdeT. 
TO 'TTOiKiXov, Kai Saais hirXfj fi 'Xpoa eaTiv airoaTik^et Kai avTri, Kai eoTiv 
^hiarov deafui apbpi dripevriK^. And the following of Nemesian, who 
may be designated the poet of the pedibus celeres, as Gratius of the 
bellicosi, is correct as far as it goes ; 

Nemesian. Elige tunc cursu facilem, facilemque recursn, 

Cyneget. jjon humili de eente caoem. Sit cruribus altis, 

vs. 106. 

Sit rigidis, multamque gerat sub pectore lato 

Costarum sab fine decenter prona carinam, 

Quae sensim lursus sicc^ se coUigat alro, 

Renibus ampla satis vadis, diductaque coxas, 

Cuique nimis molles fluitent in cursibus aures. 

Nor must I omit the beautiful and minutely faithful portrait of the 
Greek poetof Anazarbus, though aware that it has been appropriated 
to a variety of the nare sagaces, and that Rittershusius does not 
allude to any supposed resemblance to the Celtic dog in his commen- 
tary on Oppian. Bearing in mind, however, that this erudite 
scholar had only the writings of Xenophon and Pollux, and the 
scanty lines of the Faliscian and African poets, to aid his attempt to 
give name and place to a doubtful animal ; — had no authorities to 
consult, particularly dedicated to the pedibus celeres in opposition to 
the nare sagaces, to whose cause, and that of the bellicosi, the 
Greek Cynegetica were exclusively, and the Latin principally con- 
fined, (for the treatise of Arrian was at that period undiscovered in 
the Vatican,) — and therefore could not assimilate the Oppianic 
hound to the Celtic type ; — I am not at all surprised that he has left 
this resemblance unnoticed. Subsequent commentators following in 
his footsteps, the Celtic dog has been as entirely disregarded on Op- 
pian's page, as if he had been never admitted on his muster-roll. 
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The courser, I am confident, will recognize many of the features, as 
well as the wonted quarry, of his favourite hound, in the following 
extract; — which, if it cannot be exclusively appropriated to the Ver- 
tragus of Celtica, will assuredly admit only the swiftest of the saga- 
cious class to a participation of its type : 

liTIKeSavhv Kpen-fphv S4nas, &pieu)V iiSl Kipi)vov, 
Kav<t>av iily\T]iiov, Kvavai ortAPoiai ojronroi" 
Kipxapov, iieriSmv TsXiSoi trTS/ia, ;8oi^ 8" ^epitv 
oiara \e-KToXioiffi TT€ptffTe\Xotv0* vfuvefftrr 
Seipii nnxeiavii, Kal ariiBea vepBe Kparaih, 
eipt'a- Til TtpiaBev Se t' oAi^OTcpai ■7r6Se itfruv, 
opBoTeveis KiifMV ravaol SoXixllpm iffTol, 
e!ipies aiicnr\A,TM, irKevpuv irriKiipffia Topait, 
ocripies etffapKoi, n^i iiioves' auxckp SmaSf 
arpupv^ t" iicTdSi6s re w4\oi SoMx^ffKios oip^. 
Toioi /lev Tavaoiaa/ i<j)0T\tfoivTO Sfxfjuoun 
SSpKois, ^S' i^il^ouriy, deAA.(!iroS£ t6 Junya^, 

The advocate of the Celtic hound may allege, in support of his in- 
terpretation, that such ancient dogs as ran on scent were more or less 
Iong-eaved,i — being so represented on the monuments of antiquity ; 
— and may ask how the small ears of Oppian's dog, if interpreted of 
the sagacious class, are to be reconciled with the representations of 
Tempesta, Montfaucon, and others, and the down-hanging ears of 
modern Canes Venatici of the keen-nosed class ? Again — as the Cili- 
cian was a perfect adept at versifying with the materials furnished by 
his predecessors, and certainly made the best use of their labours, is 
it not improbable that he should have altogether omitted the Celtic 
greyhound, so faithfully portrayed by the younger Xenophon, (with 
whose description that of the poet in no essential point differs,) and 
have mentioned two varieties of sagaces and one of bellicosi, to the- 
entire neglect of the Vertragus type 1 

The deficiencies, if any, of his classical predecessors have been 
judiciously and tastefully supplied by the elaborate pen of Bargaeus : 



Oppian. 

Cjneget. i. 

vs. 401. 



1. Xenophoa's foxite has small ears, (unless with Vlitius we read Sra liaxpii,) and 
Arrian's Celt large, down- falling ears, as if broken — small and stiff ones being deemed 
a blemish in the greyhound. But in other respects the ears of the Oppianic hound 
closely resemble Arrian's type, and also Nemesian's — both confessedly Celtic. See 
Arrian de Venat. u. v. 7. and Nemesian. Cyneg. vs. 112. ' 
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P. A. Bargtei Sin autem tete oblectant, qui praemia cursu 

CynegeU L. v. (jgrta petunt, celerique fugl lata ffiquora verrunt : 

• Elige quos vultus tristes, demissaque cervix 

Ornat, et argutum supra slant lumina rostrum 
Nigra quidem, sed quse multo splendore coruscant. 
Ollis 03 ingens ad tempora pene dehiscit, 
Lataque frons tenues consurgere suspicit aures. 
Ac veluti coluber frigus perpessns in altis 
Terrarum latebiis hyemes effugit aquosas, 
Mozque adeo sub vere novo jam sole calente 
Exiit, et multo se suscitat improbus aestu, 
Ac si forte aliquem propius persensit euntem, 
Explicat iramensos orbes, atque arduus effert 
Cervicem, et rigido summum capite aera findit. 
Vergat humi propior stomachus, lateque patescat 
Pectus : et baud longis insistant cruribus armi 
Sublimes : turn prona suis eztantia costis 
Et latera, et lumbis qua jungltur alvus obesis, 
Pressa animis calidum oatendant, et viribus acrem. 
Prfficipu^ clunes inter si stricta supremos 
Ilia demittant caudam, quae currat ad imum 
Tenuis, ubi extremS. vii tandem in parte residat : 
Et parvum sese sinuans deflectat in oibem. 
At vera teieti pronat vestigia plants. 
Quae spatiis digitos nusquam discludat apertis, 
Et multum solidos paulatim curvet in ungues. 
Laelapis baud aliam formam mirata vetustas 
Esse lefert, &c. 

Let the icviov KeXriKos of Arrian be the classic prototype of the 
modern greyhound — the Canis Gallicus of Ovid i — whose style of 



1. For a beautiful image of the Celtic greyhound the reader is referred to Pere 
Montfaucon, L' Antiquity ezpliqu^e, Tom. iii. Liv, iv. pU 176. A medallion from the 
arch of Constantine exhibits the Emperor Trajan with his huntsmen, accompanied by 
a type of this dog, the most elegant which antiquity has transmitted to us. It has 
been copied on stone for the preceding work by Messrs. Day and Haghe ; who have 
added to our embellishments Chrysis and Aura from an ancient gem — Laslaps from 
Tempesta — and some spirited outlines from the antique. But I have most pleasure 
in referring my readers to the genuine Celtic exemplars — the veloces catuli — of the 
Townley collection of the British Museum, faithfully lithographed by the same artists. 
This beautiful group of greyhound puppies, in white marble, was found by Mr. Gavin 
Hamilton in the year 1774, at Monte Cagnolo, part of the villa of Antoninus Pius, 
near the ancient Lanuvium, beyond the " lucus et ara Dianae," of the Via Appia. A 
second, nearly similar, was discovered at the same place, and purchased by Visconti 
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coursing is sketched to the life in the well-known, and often-cited 
simile ; 

Ut caais in vacuo leporem cum Gallicus arvo Ovid. Metam. 

Vidit ; et liic praedam pedibus petit, ille salutem : ^' '• "*■ "*^- 

Alter inhaesuro similis, jam jamque tenere 
Sperat, et extento stringit vestigia rostro ; 
Alter in ambiguo est, an sit deprensus, et ipsis 
Morsibus eripitur; tangentiaque oia relinquit. 

As when tb' impatient greyhound, slipp'd from far, Dryden's 

Bounds o'er tbe glebe to course the fearful hare, Ovid's JMetam. 

She in ber speed does all lier safety lay. 
And he with double speed pursues the prey; 



for the Vatican Museum. Of an earlier dale, however, than these most interesting 
groupes, is the medallion selected as the frontispiece of the present work. For 
altbodgh the triumphal arch, whence it it was originally copied, was not erected till 
about A. D. 300. that arch was a piece of architectural patch-work, made up of the 
spoils of earlier structures — its medallions and principal ornaments being derived from 
cue 200 years older, commemorative of Trajan's victories over the Dacians and Par- 
thians, — amongst the former of whom, on the authority of Arrian, deer-coursing was 
an established sport in the beginning of the second century. About the latter period, 
or at the very close of the first century, the medallion of the frontispiece was probably 
wrought ; whereas the Monte Cagnolo groupes, if executed expressly for the decora- 
tion of Antoninus's villa, were half a century later. 

I know of few other authentic representations of the oveprpayos Kuav , — unless the 
varying type of Dian's canine attendant, on antique gems, lamps, coins, relievos, -, 11^ 
&c. (the most beautiful of which is on the Sicilian coins of Augustus Caesar); 20. 21. &c. 

— — Kvav Calliroach. 

'ApT^/iiSoJ, TJTiSTe doTis Stc 7rou«Toi SypTjs, ™ Delum. 

tfei 6nirliT€tpa irap' Ixv^TW, oBaro S" out^s 

opQh. fid?Ci allv kToijxa Berts viro^i^ai dfjtoKK-fjV . . . 

approach, in any instance, near enough to the courser's hound to be deemed a like- 
ness — sometimes a beagle, sometimes a foxite, at other times a greyhound, let tbe 
reader compare the outlines of Beger and La Chausse, seemingly of the Celtic type, 
with the lop-eared harrier of Visconti and Guattani, (Dkno ed £<;a(e combuttovo coi Museo Chiara- 

Gisanti.) and tbe prick-eared lurcher of the same authors, (Diana ed Apollo,) and °"'?ti. T. xvii. 

. T. xvrir. 

then decide on the admissibility of the effigy in this place. 

To the medallion of Vaillant, of small dimensions, but of singular beauty, exhibiting Goltzii Numis- 

a brace of greyhounds in the act of seizing a deer — copied here in outline as a vignette °"i? Orasciffl. 

— may be added four impressions of the same hound, in four different attitudes, most f. 7. g, 9. 10. 

elegant and characteristic, on coins or medals of tbe isle of Cy thnus, one of the Cy- 

clades; and a stag pursued by a gTCyhound, in Recueil d'Antiquit£s, Tom. 1. p. 219. 

2 O 
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Pausanias in 
Boeoticis. 

u. XIX. Boeotia; 



O'erruDS her at the sitting turn, and licks 

His chaps in vain, and blows upon the flix : 

She 'scapes, and for the neighbouring covert strives, 

And gaining shelter, doubts if yet she lives. 

And again, in the fable of Laelaps, the far-famed " grewnd" of 



Ovid. Metani. 
L. VII. vs. 781. 



Golding's 
Ovid's Metam. 
Seventh booke. 



J. Darcii Ve- 
uusini Canes. 



Tollor eo capioque novi spectacula cursus : 
Qua modo deprendi, modo se subducere ab ipso 
Vulnere visa fera est : nee liniite callida recto, 
In spatiumque fugit; sed decipit ora sequentis, 
Et redit in gymm, ne sit suns impetus hosti. 
Imminet hie, sequiturque parem : similisque tenenti 
Non tenet, et vacuos exercet in aera morsus. 

I gat me to the knap 
Of this same hill, and there beheld of this strange course the hap. 
In which the beaste seemes one while caught, and ere a man would thinke. 
Doth quickely give the grewnd the slip, and from his biting shrinke. 
And like a wilie foxe he runs not forth directly out, 
Nor makes a winlas over all the champion fields about. 
But doubling and indenting still avoydes his enmies lips. 
And turning short, as swift about as spinning wheele he wips. 
To disappoint the snatch. The grewnd pursuing at a inch 
Doth cote him, never loosing ground ; but likely still to pinch. 
Is at the sudden shifted ofiF: continually he snatches 
In vaine : for nothing in his mouth save onely aire he catches. 

Nor will the reader of modern Cynegetica forget the vivid sketch of 
Pterelas's course by the Latin poet of Venusium : 

Ocyus insequitur Pterelas, cursuque citato 
Intervallafacit lati decrescere campi. 
Jam propior propiorque micat, jam captat hianti 
Summa pedum rostro, jam terga fugacia stringit. 
Ille pavet, flexoque obliquat tramite cursus, 
Et dubi^ trepidans formidine, jamque teneri 
Se putat, et rursum tangentis ab ore recedit, 
Fataque momento sibi prorogat, aemula donee 
Rostra levis mergat miserando in corpore victor, 
Fulmineus victor, gemino cui tramite lumbos 
Spina subit graciles, &c. 

The many portraits of these classical and semi-classical Cynege- 
tica will be fitly closed with the following elegiac verses on a Canis 
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Venatrix, whose characteristic attributes, pathetically written on a 
monumental stone by an unknown hand, but at once applied by us 
to the Celtic type, exemplify in the entombed a few of the anecdotes 
of Arrian's Horm^ : 



£pitaphiuTn Canis Venatricis. 

Gallia me genuit, nomen mihi divitis undas 

Concha dedit, formse nominis aptus honos. 
Docta perincertas audax discunere silvas, 

CoUibus hirsutas atque agitare feras. 
Non gravibus vinclis unquam consueta teneri, 

Verbera nee niveo corpore seeva pati. 
Molli namque sinu domini doniinaeque jacebam, 

Et noram in strato lassa cubare toio. 
£t plus, quam licuit muto, canis ore loquebar, 

Nulli latratus pertimuere meos. 
Et jam fata subt, partu jactata sinistro, 

Quam nunc sub parvo marmore terra teget. 

The early history of the greyhound is confounded with the Epi- 
rote, as if they had a common lineage — a mistake which has arisen 
from their being considered equally of Grecian origin — whereas the 
greyhound has no connexion with ancient Greece. Fable, however, 
assigns them a common descent from the Laelaps of Bceotia,! — from 
whom also sprung other dogs of classic fame. The history of this 
celebrated hound, and the lineage and geographical distribution of 
his descendants, are particularized in the Cynegeticon of Bargaeus : 

Ilium autem specie, praescantem animisque superbum 
Cynthia dilectEe dederat pro muiiere Njmpha;: 
Ipsaque mox juveni iEolidas : genialia postquam 
Fulcra tori, et dulceis iterum conjunxit amores, 
Jucundumque sinu fovit complexa maritum. 
Cujus ope innunieras sylvis praidatus, etagTrs 



PoetJe Latini 

Minores. 

Wernsdorf. 

Tom. i. p. 121. 



P. A. Bargffii 
Cjneget, L. v. 



1. " The first greyhound,'' says Topsel, (translating what Pollux had related of the History of Four- 

Molossian,) " was that of Cephalus, fashioned by Vulcan in Monesian brass, and footed Beasts, 

when he liked his proportion, he also quickened hira with a soul, and gave him to Ju- fjpgner and 

piter for a gift, who gave him away again to Europa, she also to Minos, Minos to Pro- others, p. 115. 
cris, and Procris to Cephalus, &c. 
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Ille feras, ne tanta olim Bublata periret 
Aut morte, aut sterili mox accedente senectS, 
Et caderet simul extincto cum Lselape virtus : 
Subjecitque canem, eobolemque e matre recepit 
Optatam, Cretasque ultro concessit habendam. 

Inde aiitem vobis auct^ jam prole nepotes 
AlIatosGrais primum accepislis Amyclse, 
Tempore quo gemini fidissima pectora fratres 
Nunc lepores canibuSj cursu nunc doicadas acreis^ 
Et nunc Tsenario cervas in littore agebant ; 
iEripedes cervas, quibus baud velocior unquam 
Evolat Mollis aquilo dimissus ab antris. 
Nee fuit ipsa diu tam magni muueris expers 
Epirus. Miscere genus monstravit : at oUis 
Ingentes animi, solersque indnstria crevit. 

Arrian, from whose Manual of Coursing I purposely abstain to 

quote at length, because the reader can refer to my translation with 

De Venatione. little trouble, calls the greyhound by the barbarous title of ovep- 

Tpayos Kv(i)v,^ expressly stating that he is so denominated in the Celtic 



H. Stepbani 
Schediaarn. 
L. IT. 1. 



Martial. Epig. 
L.xiv.Ep.200. 



Adr. Tumebi 

Adversar. 
L.xriii. k. 1. 



Cyneg. L. i. 
vs. 621. 



1. The etymology of this harsh-sounding term is more readily elucidated by 
tracing it in the Celtic, than in the Latin language ; from the latter of which Henry 
Stephens, on the authority of Turnebus, attempts a fanciful derivation. " Vertragus — 
Fertragus — Fertrahus — ex eo nimiium quod feram trahat ad dominum, liler^ g lo- 
cum liters ft accipiente, sicut tragulam nomen a trahendo habere grammatici afEr- 
raant." He does not, however, attach much faith to the derivation, though favoured 
by Martial's Epigram, 

Non sibi sed domino venatur Vertragus acer, 
Illassum leporem qui tibi dente feret ; 

and Turnebus himself, when proposing it, says " Scio ego jocularem istam visum iri 
audaciam, et risus excitaturam." Ridiculous enough assuredly it is ! The greyhound 
very rarely brings the hare to his keeper, often devours it — besides, the bearing of 
his game to his master is not peculiar to this dog, Oppian mentioning the same 
quality in the 'Aya<r<reis — 

S>Ka (pipoi noyiav ri, fittpvi/6iXfi'os Te TrcAdfoi. 

Seeing that this derivation could not be upheld, young Gerard Vossius endeavours 
to adapt his etymology to the little light which Arrian himself throws upon the name, 
deriving it from vcerligh or teerdigh, nimble. But we shall approach nearer to the 
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tongue, not from any particular people, like the Cretan, Carian, and 
Spartan hounds, but from his quality of speed, as some of the Cre- 
tans are distinguished by certain peculiarities of character. Here, 
however, our author's ignorance of the Celtic language has led him 
into an error. Being unable, probably, to explain a term which 
had reached him in a corrupt form, he falsely derived it from the 
dog's most characteristic property, airo Tqs biKvrriTos : whereas in 
truth it is compounded of Felt, a plain or open country ,i the " ar- 
vum vacuum" of Ovid, and racAa, a hound of chase ; ^ and conse- 



J. Vlitii 
Venat. Novant. 



true root by referring to the passage of Gratius, in which the same dog is raentioned 
under the title of Verlraha ; 

At te leve si qua 
Tangit opus, pavidosque juvat compellere dorcas, 
Aut versuta sequi leporis vestigia parvi ; 
Petronios, scit fama, canes, volucresque Sicambros, 
Et pictam macule Vertraham delige fals^. 
Ocjor afiectu mentis pinn^que cucurrit, 
Sed premit inventas, non inrentuia latentes 
Ilia feras. 



Gralii Cyneg 
vs. lO'J. 



Spelman, citing this passage, reads VeltrakHm, and giv'es many synonyms of the same 
in the column of his Gloss. Arch. ' de Canibus Veterum' — but all more or less cor- 
rupt. The correct term would be Veltracha, which has been changed to Veltrachus, 
Vertrachus, Vertragua, in which last form it is found in our readings of Arrian — Ohip- 
rpayos. Du Cange suggests Veltjaghere, campestris Venator, ex velt campus, and 
jaghere venator, as another probable source of Veltragus or Vertragua. See bis 
Glossary, in voce. 

The reader need not be informed, that in the term Olieprpayos Arrian employs the 
Greek ou, as the nearest approach to the initial V — whether using the digarama (the 
V of Dionysius of Halicarnassus, the F of Dr. Marsh) as his prefixture, I leave to 
others to determine. 

1. From the terra Vellris or Vettrahus is derived the class of huntsmen denomi- 
nated Veltrarii of the court of Charles the Great, " qui velires custodiebant :" of 
which class, at a later period, were the masters of the leash whom the lords of the 
manor of Setene, in Kent, furnished as the condition of their tenure to Edward I. 
and II. to lead three greyhounds when the king went into Gascony ; " so long as a 
pair of shoes of four-pence price should last" — " donee perusus fuit pari solutarum 
pretii iiij d." Neither Blount nor Slrutt appear to have been aware of the origin of 
the term Veltrarius. 

2. The Saxons used rucha, and our oldest writers rache and braclie. Thomas the 



Spelman 
Gloss. Arch. 
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pp. 9 and 35. 
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EncycM^hod. quently signifies a champaign-dog, un Ihrier de plaine, a hound 
^'^ p t'gT'^'' adapted for coursing over an open country. 

The Vertagus, or Tumbler, (" qu6d se, dum praedatur, vertat," 
&c.) I scarce need observe, has no aflEnity whatever with the oUp- 
rpayos Kvwv of Arrian. By Dr. Caius, in his LibeDus de Canibus 
Britannicis, he is fully described ; nor are his tricks forgotten by 
the Latin poet of Caen ; 



Jac. Savary 

Alb. Dianae 

Lepoiicidai. 

p. 5. 



Seque volutantes, ladisque cuniculum amicis 
Fallentes, prsdse coUudentesque futurae, 
Informat catulos Angli solertia nanos. 

The files of classical antiquity afford no counterpart to the British 
Tumbler, unless it be in the Vertagus of Martial — a dog already 
allotted to the Celtic family, as, in some copies of the epigramma- 
tist, written Vertragus. 

It remains for me to mention the distinctions which have been 
made by naturalists in the greyhound type of our own islands,^ and 



Prophesia 
ThonitE de 
Erseldoun. 



Rhymer, the earliest of Scottish poets, has raches iu the retinue of his elfin queen — 
" and raches cowpled by her ran"— and again in Sir Tristrem (Fytte 3rd.). " Haches 
with hem thai lede.'' See Scott's Glossary, in loco. 

The old metrical charter, granted by the Confessor to Cholmer and Dancing in 
Essex, reads — 



Four greyhounds, and six braches 
For hare, ioK, and vvild cattes. 



Book of 
St. Alban's. 

The Prologue, 
vs. 190. 



Bookc I. 



And the words rache and brache are of frequent occurrence in the JStSgSttt 0( CEfSUtt, 
the Book of St. Alban's, and our early poets. See Blount's Ancient Tenures, pp. 2. 
26. and 104. 

1. The term greyhound has confounded English etymologists as much as that of 
Vertragus has puzzled Latin commentators. It is variously spelt hy our old 
English writers : as grehounde by Juliana Beraers, " a grehounde sholde he heeded 
lyke a snake " — greihounde by Chaucer, " greihoundes he hadde as swift as foul of 
flight." Lord Beraers writes '' grayhounde ;" Junius, " graihound;" Gesner, 
" grewhownd f Harrington, " grewnd ;'' and the latter contraction is of frequent 
occurrence in Golding's translation of Ovid's Metamorphoses, 

And even as when the greedy grewnde doth course the sillie hare, 
Amiddes the plaine and champion fielde without all covert bare. 
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to endeavour to trace its connexion with Gallia Celtica. The mo- 
^ dern sub- varieties of our systematic writers on natural history are 



Dr. Caius's derivation of the term, as spelt by R. Brunne, and the Sopewell Prioress, 
is fanciful enough : — " a gre quoque grehound apud nostros invenit nomen, quod 
prajcipui gradfls inter canes sit, et priniae generositatis. Gre enim apud nostros 
gtaduni denotat." Whence also grehjcke of the (tttlt'Ollicon Uilolturtcnge. §. 222.* 
" Hyra thought that his grebyche lay hym besyde." The gre-hound and grehound 
bitch being first in degree, or rank, among dogs ; and no one under the dignity of a 
gentleman being allowed by the forest laws of Canute to keep such titled hounds. 
In support of the Doctor's notion, it may be stated that Gawin Douglas uses gre for 
degree in his translation of the jEneid, and so also the prophet of Ercildoun, and the 
author of the metrical romance of Morte Arthur. In the complaynt of Bagsche by 
Sir David Lyndsay of the Mount, a satirical poem of the ■ Lion King,' on court 
favouritism, we have a farther example peculiarly apposite ; — for the hounds, speci- 
fied by name as " doggis of the hyest gre," were probably highland deer greyhounds. 
Whimsical therefore as Caius's tracing of the term may be, we cannot view it as 
utterly untenable. 

By Skinner, 'greyhound' is derived from the Anglo-Saxon grighund; and he farther 
remarks ''Minsevus dictum putat quasi Greecus canis, quia sc. GrEeci omnium primi 
hoc genus canum ad venatuni adhibebant, quod facile crediderim si authorem laud^s- 
set." I know of no authority for so bold an assertion, except the doubtful tales of 
Hector Boethius, Fordun, and Holinshed, and therefore discredit the fact. Dr. Hickes 
says: "Grfy canis, extat in nostro grcyhund. Comp. ex grcj/ et hunta, venator.'' 
q. d. a hunting dog. And Junius notes "quod Islandis gr«!/ est canis." Skinner, 
on the contrary, hints that the dog may be a badger-hunter, " a grey taxus et hund 
canis, q. d. taxi insectator." Thus Hickes and Junius bestow on him double dog- 
ship, and Skinner degrades him to a badger-hound. Well may we exclaim with 
Brodseus, " Vide qud procedat etymologiarum licentia ! — 6 joculares ineptias !" 

The terms grewhound, grewnd, graihound, grayhound, Canis Grcecvs, and Grains, 
all indicate a supposed connexion with Greece. Grew is often used for Greek by 
Douglas and Lyndsay — (see the Bishop's Preface to his Virgil, and the Knight's 
apology for " The Maternal Language.") Slill I cannot believe the genuine Celtic 
hound to have been known to ancient Greece. I would, therefore, rather seek the 
origin of the English name in the predominant colour of the dog -^—Grey, gray, grai. 
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The Monarcliie. 



* A curious remnant of antiquity in the British Museum, lately committed to the 
press, (for private distribution, to the extent of one hundred copies,) by that liberal 
and enlightened promoter of classical and British antiquarian research, both with 
his pen and purse, Sir Richard Colt Hoare, Bart., aided in the editorial department 
by Mr. William Henry Black ; — to whom also the present writer is indebted for 
an accurate transcript of the iiHagBtrK Of ffiame, copied and collated in the same 
national repository. 
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Glosg. Arch. 
p. 113. 



De bello 
Gallico. 
L. IV. 12. 



Symmachi 

Epist. L. II. 

Ep. 77. 



named from the countries in which the respective sorts most abound, 
English, Scotch, and Irish greyhounds. Spelman, whose authority 
is entitled to weight, in his remarks " De Canibus Veterum," speak- 
ing of the " Leporarius levipes, qui ex visu praedam appetit arripit- 
que, a greyhound, Ovidio Canis Gallicus," subjoins, " sed pro- 
pria magis Britannicus ;" as if he deemed him of British origin,i a 
native of our isle, like the inhabitants of the interior mentioned by 
Caesar, " quos natos in insuM ips^, memori^ proditum dicunt;" — but 
he cites no testimony in support of his opinion. I do not believe 
either of the three sub-varieties of the dog in question indigenous of 
Great Britain ; but rather that all our insular sorts originally sprang 
from the Celtic Vertragus : — the probability of whieb is supported 
by the history of the distribution of the Celts themselves, and the 
name under which the dogs were sent by Flavian to his brother 



F. Junii 
Etymolog. 
Anglican. 
Etymoiog. 
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Description of 
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grei, caesius, lencophaeus, canus, A. S. gra'g ; which last, says Junius, might be 
referred " ad colorem Grsecis yepdvctov gruinum dictum ; propterea quod Threiciam 
gruem simulet vel imitetur, ut loquitur Ovidius," &c. — " Quid si deflecterem gray," 
says Skinner, " a nom, Gracus, q. d. color Grcecus, ut color Bjeticus ab Hispanic 
BEBtic^, &c. Teut. Graw." — ^The varieties of the grey colour, of which Werner's 
nomenclature of colours gives us between twenty and thirty shades suited to our pur- 
pose, predominate in the greyhound tribe, and more especially the bluish-grey and 
blackish-grey, (almost peculiar to this race and the great Danish dog of Buffon,) and 
all the dingy tints which under the epithet dun are found to prevail. Indeed it has 
been suggested that the line of Gratius, " Et pictam maculd Veitraham delige 
/oM," may allude to the doubtful tint of colour, denominated grey, (compounded of 
two colours vaiiously commixed in the Vertraha). — " Videntur Angli canes hos 
g-roj/hounds vocare," says Vlitius, " id est subfuscos, vel nigro et alho mixtos quod 
nos graw dicimus." 

1. " The Greihounde of King Cranthlynth's dayes," says Holinshed, " was not 
fetched so far as out of Grecia, but rather bred in Scotland," 

From Hector Boethius it is clear that the Canes Scotici (qu. Canes Celtici) were 
superior to ihe native dogs of the isle : " Ut Picti suos canes Scoticis, pulchritu- 
dine, velocitate, laboris patienti^, simul atque audaci^ longe inferiores animadvertis- 
sent : hujusmodi generis canum cupidi, ut penes se essent, e quibus nascerentur, 
quosdam ntriusque sexCls a Scotis nobilibus dono accepfere : alios finito venatu, rege 
abeunte ip Atholiam, a custodibus clam abstrax^re, et inter eos venaticum quendam 
candore nivali, eximi^ pernicitate, form& eleganti, audenti^que supra communem 
canum facultatem, quem Cralhlintus habuit in deliciis, insignem," &c. See also 
Fordun. Scotichron. L. ii. c, xlii. (Reguanie Diocletiano). 



APPENDIX. 297 

Syramachus at Rome. The Scots, a Celtic tribe, previously inha- 
biting some part of Western Europe, emigrated into Ireland during 
the third century, and gave to that isle, pro tempore, the name of 
Scotland. Thence they spread over the Western islands, and took 
possession of the neighbouring district of Argyle, the land of the 
Gael or Gaul — giving eventually their name to the Northern part of 
Britain generally. May we not suppose the Irish and Scotch grey- 
hounds to have been primevally derived from the same Celtic stock, 
accompanying these emigrants of Celtic Europe to Ireland, and 
thence to Scotland ; in one or other of which territories they re- 
ceived the name of Canes Scotici, from the Scotish emigrants of 
Celtica, who accompanied them ? i and may not the English grey- 
hound, improved in speed by careful management and judicious 
breeding, as his master increased in civilization and became more 



1. Julius CsEsar says of Britain, " Maritima pais ab iis iucolitur qui prajdae ac De bello 

belli inferendi causS, ex Belgis Iransierant." Ptolemy and Tacitus confinn the sup- Gallico L. iv. 

posed connexion of the Britons and Gauls ; " Proximi (jallis et similes sunt," says Geogr. L. ii. 

the latter, " seu durante originis ti ; seu procurrentibus in diversa terris, positio cceli Taciti 

corporibus habitum dedit. In universum tainen aestimanti, Gallos Ticinum solum Agricola. 
occup^sse credibile est." And Juvenal tells us, in Hadrian's reign, that British 
lawyers learned Greek and Eoman eloquence of their Gallic neighbours — 

G allia cauaidicos docuit facunda Britannos. Sat. xv. vs. 1 1 1 . 

Indeed, from the coast of Kent to the extremity of Caithness and Ulster, the memory 

of a Celtic origin was for centuries distinctly preserved in the perpetual resemblance 

of language, religious rites, and domestic customs and manners. As an example of 

similarity of habits in the insular and continental Celtae, it may be noted that Arrian De Veuatione 

records the marked adoration paid by the latter to Diana Agrotera; and Plolinshed, e. xxxiii. 

on the authority of earlier historians, observes, " Amongst other the Goddes also, gee Note 12. 

whiche the Scottishmen had in most reverence, Diana was chiefe, whom they ac- of tte Transla- 

compted as their peculiar patroiiesse, for that she was taken to be the Guddesse of "' *" ^^^"'' 

hunting, wherein consisted their chiefest exercise, pastime and delite." Not being 

able to fix with accuracy the date of their irruption into Britain in the dark ages of 

our early annals, this laborious chronicler is inclined to consider the Celtic Scoti 

" such as by obscure invasion have nestled in this islande ;" but subsequently, in his Description of 

" Historie of Irelande,'' he suggests a date later than the birth of Christ for the E"'*'"** '^- ^' 

inhabitancy of the Scoti on British soil (circiter A. D. 300.), though previously in 

occupation of Ireland and the Hebrides. 

2 p 



298 APPENDIX. 

reclaimed, be derived, through such intermediate links, from the 
same parent source ? The coarser varieties of the North, and of the 
sister Isle, are rarely seen in South Britain ; and though at first 
closely connected with the Celt, and amongst his earliest descen- 
dants, are now considered farther removed from the genuine type of 
Celtica, the oieprpayas Kviiiv of the Greek manual, in consequence of 
commixture with the canes bellicosi and sagaces. 

The strongest evidence we possess of the greyhound's existence in 
Britain, in the reigns of Carus, his sons, and Diocletian, is afforded 
by the Cynegeticon of the African poet. For although I deny that 
this hound can be entitled to the local epithet Sritannicus, bestowed 
on him by Spelman, to the superseding his usual titles, I readily 
grant, at the same time, that the exported veloces of Britain, of the 
Nemesian. Cy- Cynegeticon alluded to, were greyhounds. Nemesian must be con- 
^ ' ^ ■ ■ sidered almost entirely the poet of the pedibus celeres ; — at least, in 
that portion of his hunting-poem which has survived the ravages of 
time. But the usual terms by which the greyhound is designated in 
Ovid, Gratius, Martial, and Arrian, are no where found in the poet 
of Carthage ; in place of which invariably occur the terms catuli 
veloces. That by these terms the latter author intends hounds of the 
Celtic type, I have, on a careful re- perusal of his work, not the least 
doubt ; though, when writing the note to the Preface, p. 11, I was 
inclined to view the veloces, particularly specified by Nemesian as of 
British export, as nimble harriers, rather than genuine greyhounds ; 
and did not in consequence adduce the passage alluded to, when 
there endeavouring to fix the period of the latter's introduction into 
Britain. Indeed, J. Vlitius, himself sceptical at first as to the na- 
ture of these swift-footed hounds, (see his remarks on Nemesian 
vs. 124.,) comes round to my conclusion in the progress of his anno- 
tations, (see his notes on vs. 233.). Nearly the whole of Nemesian 's 
instructions have reference to canes cursores, beginning with their 
exportation from our own island — where, doubtless, they had been 
previously imported from Gaul — 

Nemesian. Cy- divisa Britannia mittit 

neget. vs. 124. Veloces, nostrique orbis venatibus aplos ; 

and pursuing the subject in the departments of breeding, feeding. 
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and entering- of puppies to their game.i (his remarks on these subjects 
being essentially applicable to hounds of the Celtic type,^) he adds, 

Sic tibi veloces catiUos reparare memento 
Semper, at in parvos iterum protendere curas ; 

and then speaking of Tuscan dogs of scent, sagacious Inductores, he 
contrasts their form with that of the hounds in question, 

Quin et Tuscorum non est extrenia voluptas 
Ssepe canum : sit forma illis licet obsita villo, 
Dissimilesque habeant catulis veloeibus artas.,,, 

at which point he suddenly arrests his pen, and changes his subject, 
deferring till a subsequent part of his poem, unfortunately lost, the 
qualities of this keen-nosed tribe of hounds, 

Horum animos, moresque simul, naresque sagaces 
Mox referam ; nunc omnis adhuc narranda supellex 
Venandi, cultusque mihi dicendus equorum. 

The latter subjects completed, he again takes up the catuli veloces, 
and slips them on the sporting field, at the period of the year usual 
with modern coursers for the commencement of their diversion, viz. 
the beginning' of winter ; 

hiemis sub tempus aquosie 
Incipe veloces catulos immittere pratis, 
Incipe cornipedes latos agitare per agios. 
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1. Wernsdorf, wbo does not in general attempt to apply liis poet's instiactions to 
einy particular variety of hound, admits the Cants tin, entered to the hare, vs. 18G. 
seqq., to be of the Vertragus type. 

2. It is worthy of notice that, whereas the earlier Greek and Latin Cynegetica 
recommend heterogeneous commixture in breeding for the chase — crossing the canine 
families of different countries with each other, under the hope of improving the pure 
indigeruB — Nemesiau contends for parity of sort, and pnrity of blood, to supply the 
greyhound kennel, (" huic parilem submitte parem," &c.) ; as if aware, with the 
modern courser, that the essential attributes of the Celtic type would necessarily he 
impaired, if not annihilated, by the admixture of alien blood. Arrian's silence too, 
on the subject of omnifarious copulation, indicates a conviction of its inapplicability 
to breeding for the leash. 
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From the view, then, here taken of the identity of these veloees 
catuli of Nemesian with the Vertragi of Arrian, we may conclude 
that greyhounds had been exported from the British Isles to some 
more southern state, Rome or Carthage, when the native poet of the 
latter place sung their praises in his Cynegeticon. And from the 
same source, a supply of these rare and valuable dogs was kept up 
at Home, in the reign of TheodosJus, by the instrumentality of Fla- 
vian. Inmates, therefore, of Celto-Britannic kennels, they must 
have been, on the twofold evidence of Nemesian and Symmachus, 
at this early period of our dark and semi-fabulous annals. Whether 
the dogs transported from these isles, as rarities, by Flavian, " so- 
lennium rerum largus, et novarum repertor," to grace with their 
" incredible force and boldnesse," the Quaestorate of his brother Sym- 
machus at Home, " quos praelusionis die ita Homa mirata est ut 
ferreis caveis putaret advectos," are to be considered Irish or Scotch, 
according to modern distinctions, is quite unimportant ; for probably 
at the period of the " oblatio " both were included under the same 
name. Indeed, it is well known, the inhabitant of Ireland bore the 
name of Scotus in the age of Claudian, who wrote, as well as Sym- 
machus, in the reigns of Theodosius and Honorius, 



Claudian. de 

Laud. Stilic. 

L. n. 



and again, 



Claudian. de 

IV. Cons. 
Honor, vs. 32. 



Me quoque vicinis pereuntem gentibus, inquit. 
Me juvit Scilico, totam cum Scotus lemen 
Movit, et infesto spumavit reiuige Tetbjs. 



maduerunt sanguine fuse 
Orcades : incaluit Pictorura sanguine Thule : 
Scotorum cumulos fievit glacialis lerne. 



Arrian. de 
Venat. c. vi. 



That these Canes Scotici were our Canes bellicosi seems highly im- 
probable ; for the latter had been known in Rome for several centu- 
ries, and could not have been deemed rarities in the days of Symma- 
chus. I am inclined, then, to view them as high-bred Celtic hounds, 
e'tre Tov baaios yivovs, e'irE rov -^liiKov, naturalized in these isles, and 
thence again exported to Rome by Flavian. From the earliest date 
of their existence, there have ever been two varieties of fleet Gallic 
hounds. As at this time we have greyhounds with rough, and others 
with smooth hair, so in the days of Arrian were they distinguished 
in the same way. In the sixth chapter of his Cynegeticus, on the 
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colour of hounds.i and its little importance to their merits, he ob- 
serves that the hair, whether the dog be of the rough or smooth sort, 
should be fine, close, and soft : — by which I understand that, though 
the dog be what is termed wire-haired, the hair must not be coarse of 
texture, nor loose and shaggy. And from these sources we may 
derive the existing races of England, Scotland, and Ireland, without 
any necessary commixture with other blood, to account for the wire- 
haired skin. But the extraordinary sagacity of nose, superinduced 
on swiftness of foot, in certain varieties of modern Celtic hounds 
with rough coats, favours the notion of Buffon and others, that a 
cross has taken place with some alien, sagacious breed, at a remote 
period. Be this, however, as it may, we will consider the coarse- 
haired and more powerful varieties of Arrian's Celt, the representa- 
tives of the wolf-hounds of Ireland and Scotland ; ^ and the fabulous 
Lselaps, " the goodly grewnd" of Golding, presented by Dian to 
Procris, 

quern cum sua traderet illi 
Cynthia, currendo superabit, dixerat, omnes, — 

a poetical picture of an individual, whose counterpart the author had 
seen, or heard of, in Celtic Gaul, or some Celtic colony, and whose 
eagerness in the wolf or fox chase is fully supported by bis high- 
mettled descendants ; 

Jamdudutn vincula pngnat 
Exuere ipse sibi, colloque morantia tendit. 
Vix bene raissuB erat ; nee jam poteramus, ubi esset, 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. VII. 754. 



Ejusdem 
vs. 772. 



1. There are some curious remarks on the colour of huuting-dogs " fit for to 
course withall," in chasing of the stag, in The Countrie Farme, B. vii. c. 22. p. 837. 
edit. 1000, the reference to wbicb is omitted in ray annotations on Arrian. 

2. Under the title of le Uvrier d'attache, the Trench Encyclopedia unites the Irish 
and Scotch varieties. " C'est le plus robuste et le plus courageux des l^vriers ; en 
Scythie on Temploie a garder le b^tail, qui n'est jamais enferm6. On en trouve en 
Ecosse, en Irlande, en Tartaric, et chez presque tons les peuples du Nord : il pour- 
suit le leap, le sanglier, quelquefois mfeme le buffle et le taurean sauvage." The 
common English greyhound is le Uvrier de plaine of Trance. The former sorts are 
the Lyciscce of Savary, 

Enormesque, animis pedis et levitate Lyciscce 
Prastantes, apris certare lupisque paratae, &c. 



Encyclop^die 

Methodique : 

Les Cbasses. 

p. 290^ 



Venatio 
Lupina. 
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Golding's 
Ovid's Metam. 
Booke Seventh. 



Scire ; pedum calidus vestigia pulvis habebat : 
Ipse oculis ereptus erat. Non ocior illo 
Hasta, nee excussa; contorto verbere glandes, 
Nee Gortyniaeo calamus levis exit ab area, &c. 

He struggling for to wrest his neeke already from the band 
Did stretch his collar. Scarcely had we let him off from hand, 
But that where Lselaps was become we could not understand ; 
The print remained of his feete upon the parched sand, 
But he was clearely out of sight. Was never dart I trow. 
Nor pellet from enforced sling, nor shaft from Creetish bow. 
That flew more swift then he did run. 



Fleming's 
British 

Animals. 
p. 12. 



The modern Scotch greyhound differs from the Irish in many re- 
spects. i The former is rough and wiry, has a bearded snout, and 
ears half-pricked ; the latter has short smooth hair and pendent ears ; 
the Scotch is sharp, swift, and sagacious ; the Irish dull-looking, 
harmless, indolent. The former is still common in North Britain, 
the latter is become exceedingly rare everywhere. From Mr. Lam- 
bert's description of a modern specimen, the Irish wolf-greyhound 
seems to have degenerated much in size.^ 



Historia 
Animalium ex 
Boethio. 
Spencer's 
Beth G^lert, or 
The Grave of 
the Greyhound, 



De Venatione 
c. v. 



1. Gesner has introduced into his Appendix a representation of the " Canis Sco- 
ticus Venaticus, quem Scoti vocant ane grewhouind, id est canem Graecum :" and 
calls it " genus venaticum cum celerrimum turn audaeissimum : nee modo in feras, 
sed in hostes etiam latronesque prsesertim si dominum ductoremve injuria afl3ci cer- 
nat, aut in eos concitetur." See " the Complaynt of Bagsche, the Kingis auld 
hound," by Lyndsay, for a quaint description of some of the qualities of the highland 
breed. Poor Cilhart, too, the luckless wolf-hound of the precipitate Llewellyn, will 
furnish an early example of the mountain sort. Nor should the Ossianic Maida — 
Kaxis fuv Se/itts iffT^v — by Landseer, be overlooked, as a splendid type of the race on 
canvass ; though not quite Celtic in his blood. . 

A breed of Sagaci-eeleres is at present preserved in Scotland, between the English 
greyhound and Leicestershire fox-hound : the first cross of which is represented to be 
remarkably handsome, fleet, and courageous. This race is employed for the deer- 
ehase in tlie forest of Alhol and elsewhere. 

2. The hound described in the Linnean Society's Transactions is stated to have 
been only 61 inches in length — a size surpassed by an example of the Canis Graius 
of the purest blood and greatest speed, (" facilis cui plurima palma,") 62 inches 
long, now in my possession — In ydp fioi ^v, as Arrian says of his much-loved Horm6, 
iircire ToCra typaipov. But it is probable that the beautifully-majestic animal, which 
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The genuine Celtic greyhound, such as he is represented on the 
Arch of Constantine, is the " Canis venaticus Graius seu Graecus" 



assisted in extirpating the wolf from the sylvan fastnesses of our islands, was hereto- 
fore of far greater size than the writer's &^lniv xiav t^ a\ri6iii{ ytwaios—ol whom he De Venatione 
might farther say in the words of Ovid, "• *''*"■ 



non dicere posses 
Laude pedum formaene bono praestaniior esset. 

Indeed Mr. Ray's definition of the Canis Graius Hibernicus makes him of the greatest 
size of the whole canine race ; " Canis omnium quos hactenus vidimus maximus, 
Molossum ipsum magnitudine superans — quod ad formam corporis et mores attinet, 
cani GriBCO vulgari per omnia similis. Horum usus est ad lupos capiendos." 

If the reader be interested in the arcana of wolf-catching, lie will find illustrations, 
and anecdotes thereof, in Oppian. Cyneg. iv. vs. 212. — in the Venationes Ferarum of 
Strada and Galle (pi. 49.) — Lupos Venandi Ratio of J. A. Lonicer — La Chasse du 
Loup of Jean de Glamorgan— ilHaBBter Of ffianie, c. vn. fo. 40.— Turbervile's Art 
of Venerie, p. 208. — Venationis Lupinje Leges of Savary, &c. The latter author 
turns out his whole kennel and armoury for the annihilation of this " fera bellua " — 
even the anathematized Uvrier is now admitted : 

Non banc, quae lepori, nee quae indulgentia cervo 
Debetur, meruSre lupi : fera bellua nullo 
Non stemenda modo : non illam sexus et aetas, 
Nullaque tempeslas violento a funere servet. 
Non htc Spartani canis interdicitur usu ; 
Lina placent, catapulta juvat, venabula, cippus, 
Decipulffi, foveae, atque podostraba, pardalianches, 
Et concurrentis vaga vociferatio plebis. 

Derived from the Irish greyhound, and not very far removed from the original 
stock, was the gazehound of past days : 

Seest thou the gazehound, how with glance severe 
From the close herd he marks the destined deer ; 
How every nerve the greyhound's stretch displays, 
The bare preventing in her airy maze, &c. 

By Dr. Gains, he is supposed to be faithfully portrayed in the following extract : 
" Quod visu lacessit, nare nihil agit, sed oculo : oculo vulpem leporemque persequi- 
tur, oculo sellgit medio de grege feram, et earn non nisi bene saginatam et opimam : 
oculo insequitur : oculo perditam requirit : oculo, si quando in gregem redeat, secer- 
nit, caeteris relictis omnibus, secretamque cursu denuo fatigat ad mortem. Agasaum 
nostri abs re quod intento sit in feram oculo, vocant," &c. To this portrait I can 
assimilate no dog at present known in this country, (though, it is probable, such 



Ovid. Metam. 
L. X. 562. 
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Animal. 
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Synopsis of Ray ; — " qui aspectu feras venatur, cursu velocissimus, formd 
Animalium. . ' ' ,^.. -ii 

corporis et incessu decorus ;" i — a definition strictly harmonizing with 

Arrian's more copious description, in c. iii. c. viii. sub fine, and 

other parts of his manual. The genuine quarry of this hound is the 

little fugacious hare ; of which the historian of the Celtic chase 

Arrian. de supplies us with many illustrative anecdotes. That such was " the 

:. XV. XVI. XVII. startled quarry" whereat " the gallant greyhounds," Horm6, Bon- 

nas, Cirras,2 were wont to " strain," over the champaign fields of 



might be produced between the Irish greyhound and blood-bound,) nor do the classic 
ages aiford any counterpart to it. 

Hor. Od. I. For Dacier's explanation of the " catuli fideles" of Horace — " seu visa est catulis 

L I 27 > 

cerva fidelibus ' — as des chiens qui suivent bien la Mte, qui ne prennent jamais le 

change, so readily acceded to by the Delphin annotator, as portraying the English 
gazehound, is far too fanciful to establish a race of these " chasseurs d vue " in an- 
cient Italy. Horace merely gives sagacity and steadiness to deer-hounds, or possibly 
the negative quality of not opening in pursuit of their game. 

1. To this definition Ray subjoins, " nonnullis Scoticus,'' as if he considered the 
Scotch greyhound of the same type — that there was, in short, only one variety — the 
English and Scotch being identical. The additional words would of course include 
the supplementary hound of Gesner's Appendix, and probably were added with 
that intent. 

Arrian's work was unknown to the great German naturalist — not having been dis- 
covered in the Vatican library, when he compiled his celebrated Historia Animalium, 
nor indeed till a century later. That Ray, too, was unacquainted with the Greek 
Manual, seems equally clear. Thence the strong points of resemblance in the ancient 
and modern descriptions of a dog, hypothetically the same, impart the more interest, 
and obtain the more credence, from the impossibility of a collusive adaptation of the 
one to the other, and from both portraits corresponding with the images of the Celtic 
hound, which have come down to us on ancient monuments, the Arch of Constantine, 
gems, numismata, &c. &c. 

2. See Arrian. de Venatione, c. xviii. edye S Ki/!^ai, eiye Si B6yva, koKus ye & 
'Opfiii. These we may suppose to have been some of the names of the favourite 
archetypes of the Celtic kennel ; but of the particular scene of their exertions we 
have no evidence to adduce. Bom at Nicoraedia, and occupied for the most part 
with civil and military engagemert.s in the East, at a distance from Celtica, properly 
so called, (within the boundaries of the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine, and the 
Ocean,) we know not when or where Arrian became acquainted with the Vertragus. 
Was the hound existing in Asia Minor in the second century, seeing that he is no- 
ticed at a later period by the Greek poet of Cilicia, and the Platonic philosopher of 
Paphlagonia? The Celts themselves are found there, as colonists, at an early date — 
even in the very district of which Nicomedia was the metropolis. Stephanus of 
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Cisalpine or Transalpine Gaul, or wherever the father of the leash 
slipped the " proavorum atavi" of the courser's hound,i can admit, 
I think, of no doubt. Indeed, the field-instructions of the Cynege- 
ticus refer almost exclusively to hare-coursing : nor does it appear 
that the author himself, sensible, as he confessedly was, of the pecu- 
liar physical adaptation of the greyhound to the hare-course, was 
ever guilty of misapplying the dog to inappropriate quarry. The 
red-deer, however, is noticed by him, in his 23rd chapter, as a chase 
of the Vertragus, fraught with imminent danger, and needing high- 
mettled hounds.2 And, subsequently, the same animal is pursued 
with Scythian and Illyrian galloways on the open plains of Moesia, 
Dacia, Scythia, and lUyria : ^ — and, in the following chapter, we 
find the like diversions practised in Africa with barbs ; * whereby 



De Venat. 

C. XXIT. 



Gratii Cyneg. 
vs. 204. 



Byzantium mentions the Tolistoboii — Uvos TttKarav Iffirep^ac iieroiaiiaivrav lit t^s 
KiXToyaKwrias is Biimiav, (See also Strabo Geogr. L. iv.) And other colonies 
are recorded by Strabo among the Thracians and Illyrians, Ke\Tovs rois avafiefuy/ii- 
vovs Tois Te 0pffi Ko! Tots 'IWupiois — the descendants of whom are perhaps the deer- 
coursers of Arriau's 23rd chapter, whom I have there called Celto-Scythians : note 4. 
sub line. 

1. Although it is clear, almost to demonstration, that the greyhound was utterly 
unknown to ancient Greece in the days of the elder Xenophon, I readily allow that 
Greece may have been Arrlan's coursing-field, with the hound of Celtics, at a later 
period — an opinion supported by Janus Viitius ; — for into the south of Europe the dog 
had been introduced as a prodigy of speed — " ocyor affectu mentis pinn^ue" — pro- 
bably direct from the country of whicli he was indigenous, viz. Transalpine Gaul, 
T^s KfKTiKrjs raAoT^as of Stephanas, (the Gallia Celtica of my annotations, without De Venatione 
reference to Cassar's more limited appropriation of the term Celtica,) about the com- '^' ^^■"• 
mencement of the Christian sera. 

2. Tcks Kivtts Tcis yevvaias, — possibly the coarser and fiercer varieties of the Celtic 
hound — for Arrian seems to distinguish these noble-spirited dogs from the xiva 
iyaSiiv, who, he says, may be destroyed by a stag. 

3. The Celtse with their colonies overran almost all Europe. We trace them &om 
the pillars of Hercules to the extreme wilds of Scythia ; the colonists of the latter 
territory alone being, correctly speaking, Cello-Scythje; — but in consequence of the 
ignorance of the ancient Greek geographers as to the exact limits of either Celtica or 
Scythia, (as already remarked in my annotations on the second chapter of the Cyne- 
geticus,) the term Celto-Scythians has been indefinitely applied to all the inhabitants 
of mid- Europe, from Celtica to Scythia. 

4. It was Xenophon's want of acquaintance with these African barbs, along with 
the Scythian galloways, and Celtic greyhounds, which led to the omission of them all, 
in his Cynegeticus : and to the lacunae, thereby occasioned, in the older hunting- 

2 Q 
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red and roe deer, and wild asses of extraordinary agility and en- 
durance, are captured by mere boys — a style of chase resembling the 
Arabian onager-hunting of the elder Xenophon's Anabasis. But 
whatever innovations upon the established field-sport of the mother 
country may have been effected in remote Celtic colonies, by the 
substitution of other larger quarry in lieu of the hare, the latter is 
alone to be viewed as the legitimate prey of the Vertragus. 



treatise, is to be attributed the supplementary one, written by the younger Atfaenian. 
But it is quite problematical whether hounds were employed at all in the Celto- 
Scythian and Libyan chases— 'indeed, it is my opinion, they were not : — for, though 
it be true, that Arrian recommends picked dogs, of high courage, for the stag-course, 
at the commencement of chapter 23, we hear nothing of hounds in the stag-chase, 
immediately following, on the ireSla eviiKara of Mcesia, Dacia, Scythia, &c. ; where 
long-winded, and scrubby nags supply their place. And again, in the onager-chase 
of the Nomadic tribes of Libya, barbs alone are the pursuers, wiih boys upon their 
naked backs, continuing at full speed till the game be run down. So that oBtib toi 
ffriputnVi '6irois K{tpes re ayadal koX lirtroi, k.t.\. with which the author commences the 
period immediately following the description of the vanquished onager, must in part 
have a mote remote reference than to the hunters spoken of in the same and prece- 
ding chapters — 3ffOis Kivcs re ayuBal referring to the Celts of Western Europe, per- 
haps, and^TTTOi to the equestrians just before mentioned — the forraerclass of sportsmen 
using swift-footed hounds, the latter horses alone. This interpretation harmonizes 
with Oppian's description of the horses and hunters of Libya and Mauritania, and 
their chases, as already cited c. xxiv. note 8. 



Oppian.Cyneg. 
L. IV. 51. 



^5e KiJvas \eiTrovffi ^lAous, irhwol t* i\6waiv 
XifKoiSt TjeTdov Tc j8oAp, koX v6(ripiv apwyuv. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES AND VIGNETTES. 



The Emperor Trajan with huntera and a Celtic greyhound : Medallion 

from the Arch of Cunstantine. V Antiquili Expliquh par Mont- 

faucon. Tom. in. Liv. iv. Tab. 175. Frontispiece. 

Apollo and Diana — Twin-deities of the Chace : Silver coin of Delos. 

GoUzii Numism. Grcec. Ins. T. xviii. fol. iii. . . . Title-page. 

The Author's greyhound — Hjl^v xiuv rp oAtjScIci yivvatos. ArHan. de 

Venat. v. xxxii. Dedication page. 

Procris presenting Lielaps and the fatal dart to Cephalus. Metamorplios. 

Ovid. h. XV. jEneisformis ab Antonio Tempesta Florentino incisi. Back of do. 
Ancient implements of writing ; — picture from Herculaneum. Antiquilh 

d'Herculanum gravies par F.A.David. PI. xxxiv. p. 50. . . Page 1 
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Hunter bearing spoils of the Cbace : Ancient gem. Le Gemme Antkhe 
figurate di Michel Angela Causeo de la Chauase. Cacciatore. T. 135. 
p. 54 48 

Diana Aeicina sen Nemoeensis : Ancient gem. Begeri Thesaur. Bran- 

denb. T. i. Gemmw p. 64: 49 

Diana in her usual hunting attirR : Ancient gem of La Chausse. Diana ^ 

Cacciateice. T.ei.p. 21 \ SO 

Ganymede. Pierres Gravies d'Orlians. Tome i. T. xii. p. 49. .y 

Celtic greyhound : Brass coin of Cythnua. Golizii N. G. Ins. T. xvm. 

fol. VII. 51 



Celtic greyhound : Brass coin of Cythnus. Goltzii N. G, Ins. T, xviii. 

fol, viii. 54 

Diana Venatrix : a beautiful Cameo of X,a CAausse. Diana. T. 8. p. 4. 63 

Equestrian Courser : Ancient gem of Maffei. Gemme Antiche. T. iv. 

Caccia. T. ixxi. p. 116 64 

Celtic greyhound : Silver coin of Cythnus. Goltzii N. G. Ins. T. xviii. 

fol. IX 65 

Greyhound puppies — a groupe in white marble in the British Museum ; 

from the ruins of Antoninus'e Villa at Blonte Cagnolo ... 66 

Celtic greyhound killing a hare: Ancient ring. Gorleei Dactyliotheca. 

fol. 120 67 

Diana Peeg^a : Silver coin of Perga in Pamphylia. Begeri Thesaur. 

Brandenb. T. i. p. 506. 175 

VoTUM sen Donabium Uian* Venatrici. In Hortis Mediceis. Admi- 
randa Romanarum Antiquitatum ac Veteris Sculpturte Vestigia, IjX. d 
Petro Sancti Bartolo. Tab. 33 176 

Celtic greyhounds and deer from Vaillant. Montfaucon L'Antiq. Expliq. 

T.iii. 177 

Genii hunting from Maffei : Gemme Antiche. T. iv. Caccia di Genii. 

T. Liv. p. 86 17g 

Diana Venatrix : Silver coin of Syracuse. Begeri ThesatiT. Brandenb. 

T. I. Numism. Sicilise, p. 384. 179 

Celtic greyhound : Silver coin of Cythnus. Goltzii N. G. Ins. T. xviii. 

fol- *• 306 

FuNEHALis PoMPA. lu ^dibus Barberiuis. Admiranda Romanarum 
Antiquitatum ac Veteris Sculpture Vestigia, ^c. A Petro Sancti 
Bartolo. Tab. 70. 307 

Porter or Watch-dog — Canis Custos : Ancient gem of Maffei : Gemme 

Antiche. T. iv. Cane, T. lxxxviii. p. 137 315 

[The Plates and Vignettes are executed by Messrs. Day and Haghe, Lilliographeis 
to the King, 17, Gate Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields.] 



BIBLIOTHECA CYNEGETICA. 

_ "Oti liiv oiv Koi Iripois {nr\p Toirav IffmiSacrrai, Ka\ws oISo- 4yi> 8e iiiavr^ 
ToSra, 8(re oTovre ^v, MpoiVos, ical vepifiaX&y airo'is tV o-uj^Sr; Ac'Jii', Keift^AioK ouk 
do-TTouSaffTOj'^ ^KiroKVoi weiriffTeuKa. Ei 5e ti); /cal SWi^ ^acerrai raCra AutriTcAij, 
XP'ha-Ba atnoTs- SrifSe oi tpavftrai, idrm Tip jrorpl fltiAireii' te /cal irepieTreic- o4 yttp 
itdvra nuffi Ka\ii,, ovSi iijia SoKei oTrouSiiffai irSffi Trivra. 

ALliah, de Natura Animalium, Pn^rAT. 

For the amusement of such as may be desirous of consulting the 
Cynegetical works cited in the preceding annotations on Arrian and 
the Appendix, a list of their respective titles and editions is sub- 
joined. 

The author does not pretend to enumerate all the known editions of 
each Cynegeticon, but only those of his own library. Where two or 
more of the same work are mentioned, the copy made use of is either 
pointed out by specification, or the name of the editor and place of 
publication are printed in italics. In cases of disputed text, different 
editions have been collated, and the most approved readings selected 
for use. 

Enrolled in the catalogue are a few treatises de re Venaticd which 
the present writer has never seen. They are admitted on the authority 
of earlier compilers, in whose bjbliothecae they appear : but their im- 
portance to the Oijpijs kXvto. blivea (Oppian. Cyneg. I. 16.) is assumed 
rather than established. Remoteness of residence from public libra- 
ries must plead for the author's unavoidable ignorance. He could 
not certify by actual examination the admissibility of any book not 
on his own shelves. The works in question are distinguished by the 
prefixture of an asterisk. 

A Bibliotheca Cynegetica upon the following plan was first at- 
tempted by Rittershusius in his Prolegomena to Oppian, imperfectly 
executed by Lallemant in his Bibliotheca Historica et Critica The- 
reuticographwn, and subsequently, but still far short of perfection, by 
Belin de Ballu in his prefatory matter to the poet of Anazarbus. The 
latter's catalogue professedly excludes all prosaic works, save those 
of the classic ages — departing from its rule in the solitary instance 
of Conrad Heresbach's Compendium. Of the English Cynege- 
tica, Somerville's Chace is alone admitted, the doggrel of the Book 
of St. Alban's possessing insufficient poetical pretensions, perhaps, 
in the eyes of a foreigner, to place Dame Juliana Berners, or the 
" one sumtyme scole mayster of seynt Albons," or whoever be the 
author of these antique canons, amongst those " qui metrice banc 
materiam persecuti sunt." Proleg. in Oppian. p. xvi. Ed. 4to. 



I. 



Xenophontis Opuscula Politica, Equestria, et Venatica, cum 
Arriani Libello De Venatione, &c. J. G. Schneider. Oxonii, Xenophon. 

MDCCCXVII. 

Xenophontis Scripta Minora, &c. L. Dindorf. Lipsix, 

MDCCCXXIV. 

On Hare Hunting, from Xenophon, by W, Blane, Esq. 
London, 1788. 
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Gratius, 



IIT, 

Ariianus. 



IV, 

Pollux. 



Oppianus. 



Nemesianus, 



Demetrius. 



Gralii, qui Augusto principe floruit, de Venatione Lib. I. 
This edition of the Faliscian is contained in the rare little Aldine 
volume, entitled Poetae tres egregii, &c. Aldus, mdxxxiiii. He- 
published by Sig. Feyerabendius, ad calcem Venatiis et Aucupii J. 
A. Lonieeri. Francoforti, mdlxxxii. 

Gratii Falisci Cynegeticon, &c. Th. Johnson, A.M. 
Londini, MDCxcix. 

Poetae Latini Rei Venaticae Scriptores, &c. G. Kempheri. 
Lugdun. Batav. mdccxxviu. 

Poetae Latini Minores. J. C. Wernsdorf. Altenburgi, 

MDCCLXXX. 

A Poem of Hunting, by Gratius the Faliscian. Englished 
and Illustrated by Christopher Wase, Gent. London, 1654. 

Arrianus De Venatione, ex interpretatione L. Holstenii. 
Paris, MDCXLiv. 

Arriani Tactica, Peripli, Cynegeticus, et Epicteti Stoici En- 
chiridion, ex Recensione Nieolai Blancardi. Amstelodami, 1683. 

■ APPIANOY TA 2:ftZ0MENA ^. t. \. 'Effelepyaae^^ra 
Kai 'EKboBivTa iwo NEOWTOY AOYKA eh TO^ovs enra.. EN 
BIENNH. THi: AOYSTPIAi, 1809. 

Xenophontis Opuscula Politica, &c. cum Arriani Libelio de 
Venatione. J. G. Schneider. Oxonii, mdcccxvii. 

Julii PoUucis Onomasticum. Hemsterhuis. Amst. mdccvi. 
The fifth book, addressed to the Emperor Commodus, affords much 
valuable information on the technicalities of classical venation. 

Oppiani Poetae Cilicis De Venatione Lib. iiii. &c. Conrad. 
Rittershusii. Lugduni Batav. mdxcv. 

Oppiani Poetae Cilicis De Venatione Libri iv. &c. Joh. 
Gottlob Schneider. Argentorati, mdcclxxvi. 

Oppiani Poema De Venatione, &c. Jac. Nic. Belin De 
Ballu. Argentor. 1786. 

J. Brodaei Turonensis Annotationes in Oppiani Cyneg. L. iiii. 
Basileae. mdlii. 

Oppiani De Venatione Libri iiii. Joan. Bodino interprete, 
Lutetia;, MDLV. 

* The First Book of Oppian's Cynegetics translated into 
English Verse, &c. by John Mawer, A.M. London, 1736. 

M. Aurelii Olympii Nemesiani Cynegetic6n Lib. i. Aldus, 
mdxxxiiii. (The same Aldine volume as before referred to, enti- 
tled Poetae tres egregii, &c.) Nemesian also occurs in the collections 
of Poetae Venatici of Feyerabendius, Johnson, Kempher, and Werns- 
dorf. 

KYN0C04>I0N. Liber De Cur^ Canum. This work of 



&c. 



&c. 



1. The Cynegeticus is contained in the third volume of this uncommon edition ; 
which the writer regrets not to have seen till his translation was printed off. Its 
principal attraction is the novel annexation of some Greek Scholia by the editor, 
ingenious and explanatory. Those of the Cynegeticus, in a few instances, give a 
ditFerent interpretation of the text to what is given by the translator ; but these are 
not very important. 
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Demetrius of Constantinople, written about A.D. 1270. was first 
published by Aurifaber. Wittemberga.% mdxlv. The author's edi- 
tions are those of Rigaltius in the Rei Accipitrarix Scriptores. Lu- 
tetia:. mdcxii. and of Johnson, attached to his Latin Poets of the 
Chacc. Londini, mdcxcix. 

* %t art De ^enerie fe quel iKiai^tre (iBuillame Ctofci Vif 
nour le jHop ti'aingletenre ftjst en iSon temp^ per apranore autrejf. 

This Ms. is reported by the Historian of English Poetry, Vol. ii. 
p. 221. note m. to have been formerly among the Mss. of Mr. Fer- 
mor, of Tusmore in Oxfordshire. 

Clje Craft of l&ontpng of IKtan^'ter 3iol)n epfforo anti 
mUm Stoetp tljat toere toptf] SJpng €DtoarD t\)t ^ecunbe. It is 
also denominated %t menerji &e Ctoctu anD Of Jiap^'tr 5Ioj]n '&\U 

farOe. Ms. Cotton. Vespas. B. xii. The French work is unknown 
to the writer: but of Clje Craft Of ftOtltpng a faithful transcript is 
in his possession. 

* Des Deduitz de la Chasse de Bestes Sauvaiges et des Oy- 
seaux de Proye. The celebrated work of Gaston Pliebus, Comte de 
Foix, and Vicomte de Beam, written about the year 1347 ; first 
printed by Anthoine Verard ; secondly, by Jehan Treperel ; and, 
subsequently, by Philippe Le Noir, under the title of Le Miroye de 
Phebus. The author has no copy of this work. 

<E.])t 38oofe Of J&untpng tfee toljicl) i^ cteppti iffilapjiter of tl^e 

OBaitie. Ms. Cotton. Vesp. B. xii. .fEap^tcr of i6ame. Ms. Harl. 
6086. The author's copy is a transcript of the Cottonian text, cor- 
rected by collation with the Harleian. 

The Boke of St. Albans. The first and second editions (1486 
and 1496.) being exceedingly rare, the author is satisfied to quote 
from Mr. Haslewood's elegant reprint of Wynkyn de Worde's edi- 
tion of the latter date. London, mdcccx. 

Hawking, Hunting, and Fishing, with the True Measures of 
Blowing. At London, printed by Edward Allde, 1586. 

Caesaris Borgiae Ducis Epicedium, per Herculem Strozam ad 
divam Lucretiam Borgiam Ferrariae Ducem. Francoforti, mdlxxxii. 

Adriani Cardinalis S. Chrysogoni ad Ascanium Cardinalem 
S. Viti, Vicecancellarium Venatio. Aldus, mdxxxihi. (Poetae 
tres egregii antei eitati). Francoforti, mdlxxxii. 

Venatus et Aucupium Iconibus artificiosiss. ad vivum ex- 
pressa, et succinctis versibus illustrata per Joan. Adam. Lonicerum, 
Francfortanum. Francoforti, mdlxxxii. 

Venatus et Aucupia Johan. Stradensis et Philip. Galle. 
1678. Venationes Ferarum, Avium, Pisciiira, Pugnae Bestiariorum ; 
et Mutuae Be'stiarum, depictae a Joanne Stradano ; editaj a Joanne 
Gallaeo: carmine Illustratse -k C. Kiliano Dufflaso. 

* Belisarius Aquaviva de Venatione, Aucupio, &c. Nap. 
1519. Basil. 1571. apud Conrad. Gesner. Histor. Quadrupe- 
dum. 

Ad Christianissimum Regem Gallia? de Canibus et Venatione 
Libellus. Authore Michaele Angelo Blondo. In quo omnia ad 



vrir. 

©uillatne 
Ctoici. 



<!B8florIt anlr 
Ctoetg. 



IX. 

Gaston Phebus. 



X, 

iSHmutilr He 
ILanglej). 



Juliana 

Beiners, or 

Julyans Barnes. 



XII. 

Plerciiies 

Slroza. 

xiir. 

Adrianus. 

XIV. 

Lonicerus. 



Stradanus. 
Gallaeus, et 
, Duffla3iis. 

XVI. 

Belisarius. 



XVII. 

Blondiis. 
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XVIII. 

Tardivus, 



Heresbachius. 



XX, 

FracBstorius. 



XXI, 

Lotichius. 



XXII. 

Natalis Comes, 



XXIII. 

Bargaius. 



XXIV. 

Daicius. 



XXV. 

Caius. 



XXVI. 

Jaques Du 
Fouilloux. 



canes spectautia, morbi, et medicamina continentur, Prisca et Neo- 
terica etiara exempla, k netuine hactenils accuratiils scripta, insidi% 
ferarum, et proprietates, cum quibusdam venationibus nostri saeculi 
inaximorura principum cognitu dignissimis. Romae, mdxliiii. One 
of the rarest of the Cynegetica of the 16th century. A small thin 
4to of thirty-seven leaves. The passages cited by the author are 
principally from Gesner's H. Q. 

* Gulielmus Tardivus de Accipitribus et Canibus Venaticis. 
apud Conrad. Gesner. Histor. Quadrupedum. (Auctores Gallici.) 

Conrad. Heresbachii Rei Rusticae L. iv. item de Venatione, 
Aucupio, et Piscatione Compendium, in usum Heroum et Patrum- 
familiasruri agentium concinnatum. The latter part is noticed in the 
preface to Arrian's Cynegeticus under the name of Compendium 
Thereutiese TJniversae, a title given it by Rittershusius in his Oppia- 
nic Prolegomena. The author's quotations are principally from 
Conrad Gesner's Historia Quadrupedum ; but since the prefatory 
remarks have been sent to press, he has examined a copy of the ori- 
ginal (Spirae Nemetum cio.io.xciv). As an Epitome of Xeno- 
phon and Oppian, the appendix has merit — containing brief notices 
of many varieties of ancient and modern hounds, their style of hunt- 
ing, quarry, &c. Part of the third book De Re Rustic^ treats of 
dogs connected with rqral economy, the CEcurus, Villaticus, &e. 

Hier. Fracastorii Alcon, sive de Cura Canum Venaticorum. 
Venet. mdlv. Fracastor's poem is appended to the Poetse Venatici 
of Johnson. Lond. mdcxcix. and of Kempher. Lugd. Bat. 

MDCCXXVIII. 

Petri Lotichii Secundi Eclogae. The author's citations are 
from the Poemata Omnia Petri Lotichii Secundi k P. Burmanno 
Secundo. Amstel. mdccliv. 

Natalis Comitum Veneti de Venatione, Libri iiii. Aid. Fil. 
Venet. mdli. also attached to his Mythologiae Libri Decern. Lugduni. 

MDCV. 

Petri Angelii Bargaei Cynegeticon, Poemata Omnia, &c. 
Florent. apud Juntas, mdlxvui. The poem De Aucupio is also cited 
in a separate form apud Juntas, mdlxvi, 

Joannis Darcii Venusini Canes. Paris, mdxliii. Francofort. 

MDLXXXII. 

Joannis Caii Britanni De Canibus Britannicis Liber TJnus. 
Londini, mdlxx. This Libellus is also annexed to Johnson's Edi- 
tion of Gratius and Nemesian, and to Kempher's Poetse Venatici. 
Holinshed's Account of British Dogs is a translation from Caius's 
work. 

La V6nerie de Jaques Du Fouilloux, &c. Paris, mdlxxxv. 
MDCXIIII. The author's references are to the latter edition, where- 
in are contained Adjonctions a la V^nerie de Jacques Du Fouilloux. 
La Chasse du Loup (by Jean de Claniorgan) : La Chassedu Connin : 
and an additional Essay on Cyniatrics, entitled Autres Remfedes 
pour guarir les Chiens Malades de Diverses Maladies, &c. 

The Compendium of Hunting in La Maison Rustique is 
epitomised, according to Christopher Wase, from Fouilloux's Trea- 
tise. 
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The Noble Art of Venerie or Hunting, &c. London, 1575. 
1611. The authorship of this version of Fouilloux is much disputed : 
—by some it is given to Turbervile, the undoubted translator of the 
Booke of Falconrie ; by others to Gascoigne ; and by a third party 
to C. Burke. The citations are from the edition of 1611, and gene- 
rally under the name of the first-mentioned author. 

* A Short Treatise of Hunting, compyled for the delyght of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, by Sir Thomas Cockaine, Knight. Lon- 
don, 1591. The writer has never seen the rare tract of this " pro- 
fessed hunter, and not a schoUar." 

The Gentleman's Academie ; or, The Booke of St. Albans, 
&c. by G. M. London, 1595. 

Maison Hustique ; or, The Countri^ Farme, &c. translated 
into English by Richard Surflet. London, 1600. 

The Countrey Farme, &c. (as the last,) by Gervase Mark- 
hain. London, 1616. 

A Jewell for Gentrie, &c. London, 1614. 

Countrey Contentments; or, The Husbandman's Recrea- 
tions, &c. by G. M. London, 1633. 

* Jacobi Micylli Kvvo\6ywv. A Latin poem mentioned by 
Paullini in his Cynogi-aphia Curiosa : where also occur * Angelinus 
Gazaeus, * Ronsaeus, and others ; the Venatio Medica of the latter 
being rather above the ordinary stamp of the muse of JBsculapius. 

De Venatione Tractatus, in quo de Piscatione, Aucupio, 
Sylvestriumque insectatione agitur. Auctore Alfonso Isachio. Regii, 
1625. A very ridiculous treatise on Piscatorial Licences, &c, of 
some rarity, but of no value to practical or literary sportsmen. It 
has been re-published, with other Cynegetical tracts of like descrip- 
tion, by Fritsch. 

Album Dianas Leporicida;, sive Venationis Leporinae Leges. 
Auctore Jac. Savary, Cadomeeo. Cadomi, mdclv. To some edi- 
tions of this poem is annexed Venatio Vulpina et Melina of the same 
author ; but the writer's copy has it not. 

Venationis Cervinae, Capreolinae, Aprugnae, et Lupinae 
Leges. Autore Jac. Savary Cadoraensi. Cadomi, mdclix. 

Jacobi Vanierii, &c. Praedium Rusticum. Tolosas, mdccxxx. 
MDCCXLii. The author's citations arefi:om the latter edition. 

The Gentleman's Recreation : in four parts. London, 1706. 

The Gentleman's Recreations : in three parts. By R. Blorae. 
London, 1710. 

The Chace. A poem by William Somerville, Esq. 
To this list might be added the French Cynegetica of Gauchet, 
Pomey, Passerat, De Salnove, De Serey, Du Sable, GaflFet, De la 
Conterie, D'Yaiuville, and others ; the EncyclopMie M6thodique, 
Dictionnaire de toutes les especes de Chasses ; and the Italian Cyne- 
getica of Scandianese, Valvasone, Raimondi, Poggesi, Gatti, and 
others ; to some of which the author is beholden for a few remarks. 
The catalogue might be amplified, too, by incorporating the numerous 
tracts on the laws of the Chase collected by Fritsch and Manwood; 
the notices of early British and Anglo-Saxon hunting gathered by 



XXVII. 

Tubervile, Gas- 
coigne, Buike. 



XXVIII. 

Cockaine. 



XXIX. 

Markham and 
others. 



XZX. 

Mie;IIus. 



XXXI, 

Isacbius. 



XXXII. 

Savaryj 



XXXIII. 

Vanierias. 

XXXIV. 

Blome. 



XXXV. 

Somerville. 
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Aiistoteles. 

Scriptores Rei 
Bosticae. 

TEnnONIKA. 
FIutaichuB. 

Flinius. 
Solinus. 
PhUe. 

Gesnerus. 

Aldrovandu9< 
Bochartus. 

Faullini. 
Raius. 



Pegge, in the Archaeologia ; by Strutt, in his Sports and Pastimes ; 
and by Turner, in his History of the Anglo-Saxons ; and though last, 
not least valuable, whether we regard the novelty of such a summary, 
or the elegance and classic taste of its execution, the article on Hunt- 
ing by Mr. Smedley, in the Encyclopaedia Metropolitana. 

Connected with the subject of Venation, the following works on 
Natural History are referred to, descriptive of the external characters 
and habits of ferine animals, and their quadrupedal pursuers : 

Aristotelis Historia de Animalibus k J. C. Scaligero. Tolosae, 

MDCXIX. 

Scriptores Rei Rustics Veteres Latini. J, M. Gesner. Lip- 
siae, MDCCLXxiii. 

rEHnONlKA. Geoponicorum sive De Re Rustic^ Libri xx. 
Petr. Needham, A.M. Cantabrigiae, MDCCiv. 

Plutarchi Opera Omnia (De Solertii Animalium, &c.) 
Paris, MDCXxiv. 

^liani De Natur^ Animalium Libri xvii. J. G. Schneider. 
Lipsiae, mdcclxxxiv. 

C. Plinii Secundi Historiae Mundi Libri xxxvii, J. Dale- 
campii. Lugduni, mdlxxxvii. 

C. Julii Solini Polyhistor ex edit. C. Salmasii. M. Andr. 
Goezio. Lipsiae, mdcclxxvii. 

Phile De Animalium Proprietate k J. C. de Pauw. Trajecti 
ad Rhenum, mdccxxx. 

C. Gesneri Historiae Animalium Liber primus, de Quadrupe-, 
dibus Viviparis. Tiguri, mdlix. 

TJ. Aldrovandi Opera. Bononiae, mdcxxxii. 

S. Bocharti Hierozoicon, sen de Animalibus Sacrae Scripturae. 
Londini, mdclxiii. 

Cynographia Curiosa, &c. k Christ. Franc. PauUini. Norim- 
bergae, mdclxxxv. 

Lagographia Curiosa, &c. k Christ. Franc. PauUini. Aug. 
Vind. MDCxci. 

Synopsis Methodica Animalium Quadrupedum, &c. Auctore 
Joanne Raio. S. R. S. Londini, 1693. 



ERRATA. 

P. 15. 1. 8. for general, read genuine. 
108. n. 3. 1. 2. Tcixos. 

5. ^x«'- 
117. n. 4. /or Bruyer, read Btiiyerinus. 
126. n. 7. 1. 2. obtruncant. 
145. Quotation from Gratius, v, 299. read levels. 
148. Quotation from Nemesian, v. 163. read complere. 

The author craves forgiveness for unnoticed aipiKiiKra, errors of punctuation, accen- 
tuation, &c. whether chargeable on himself or the typothetze. 
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